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6. Principal reasons for objectives, policies  
and methods

This chapter presents the principal reasons for adopting the objectives, policies and methods 
of the Regional Policy Statement. 

Detailed reasons for each provision are included in reports on the consideration of 
alternatives, benefits and costs that accompany the Regional Policy Statement. This analysis 
is required by section 32 of the Resource Management Act. It requires an evaluation of the 
extent to which each objective in the Regional Policy Statement is the most appropriate way 
to achieve the purpose of the Resource Management Act and whether, having regard to their 
efficiency and effectiveness, the policies and methods are the most appropriate for achieving 
the objectives. 

6.1 Objectives

All objectives in the Regional Policy Statement have been adopted to address the regionally 
significant resource management issues (including the resource management issues of 
significance to iwi authorities). These issues were identified from an analysis of the state of 
the environment, feedback received from city and district councils, the community, and by 
working with iwi authorities in the region. Achievement of the objectives will promote the 
sustainable management of natural and physical resources. 

6.2 Policies

Policies in the Regional Policy Statement set the courses of action that are to be followed to 
achieve the objectives. There are two types of policies: 

• policies that are referred to as ‘regulatory’. These policies will be delivered through 
regional plans, district and city plans, the Wellington Regional Land Transport 
Strategy, resource consents and notices of requirements. 

• policies that are referred to as ‘non-regulatory’. These policies will be implemented 
through actions that do not involve regulation or statutory processes under the 
Resource Management Act. 

Both regulatory and non-regulatory policies are needed in the Regional Policy Statement to 
achieve the objectives.

6.2.1 Regulatory 
Policies 1–7, 9–31, and 33 direct the matters that shall or should be included in the policies, 
rules and/or other methods of regional or district plans. The plans must give effect to these 
policies. The policies are necessary to achieve the objectives while allowing Wellington 
Regional Council and each city and district to work out with their communities the most 
appropriate way of giving effect to the Regional Policy Statement. 

Policies 9, 10 and 32 direct the Wellington Regional Land Transport Strategy, which cannot 
be inconsistent with the Regional Policy Statement. The policies are necessary to provide 
appropriate direction on the role of land transport in promoting sustainable management.

Policies 34–60 provide direction on the assessment and consideration of resource consent 
applications, notices of requirement, or changes, variations or replacements to city, district  
or regional plans. Particular regard must be given to these policies when resource 
management decisions are made by Wellington Regional Council and the region’s district 
and city councils. 
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Policies 61–63 allocate responsibility for the control of the use of land in relation to indigenous 
biological diversity, natural hazards, and the storage, use disposal or transportation of 
hazardous substances. These policies are necessary to satisfy the requirements of section 
62(1)(i) of the Resource Management Act.

6.2.2 Non-regulatory 
Policies 64–69 are non-regulatory policies that direct specific actions to help achieve the 
objectives, such as the provision of information and works and services. They are needed 
where regulatory policies alone cannot achieve the objectives. 

6.3 Methods

Methods in the Regional Policy Statement state the actions needed to implement the policies. 
As with the policies, there are two types of methods – regulatory and non-regulatory.

6.3.1 Regulatory 
Method 1 implements the policies that direct what shall or should be included in district 
plans. Method 2 implements the policies that direct what shall be included in regional plans. 
These methods are necessary to clarify when regional and district plans must give effect to 
the Regional Policy Statement.

Method 3 implements the policies that relate to the Wellington Regional Land Transport 
Strategy. The method is necessary to clarify when the Wellington Regional Land Transport 
Strategy must implement the policies.

Method 4 implements policies that direct the matters to be considered when making 
decisions on resource consent applications, notices of requirement, plan changes, variations 
or replacements to district or regional plans. 

Method 5 implements policies that allocate local authority responsibility for the control of 
the use of land in relation to indigenous biological diversity, natural hazards, and the use, 
storage, disposal or transportation of hazardous substances. The method is necessary to 
satisfy section 62(1)(i) of the Resource Management Act. 

6.3.2 Non-regulatory 
Methods 6–25 set out specific information including guidance that will be prepared. These 
methods are needed to provide people and communities with information that will enable 
them to understand, contribute and actively participate in the sustainable management  
of the region’s natural and physical resources or to enable Wellington Regional Council  
and the region’s city and district councils to implement relevant policies in the Regional 
Policy Statement. 

Methods 26–46 set out actions that will be taken by Wellington Regional Council and other 
organisations to manage resources in an integrated way. These methods are needed to ensure 
that where resources are managed by more than one agency, it is done collaboratively.

Methods 47–51 set out where investigation of natural and physical resources is necessary to 
implement the policies. The methods address gaps in information that need to be addressed, 
as a priority, to promote the sustainable management of natural and physical resources.

Methods 52–55 set out where support and assistance is necessary to implement the policies. 


