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4.3 Allocation of responsibilities 

This section contains the policies that allocate the responsibilities for indigenous biodiversity, 
natural hazards and hazardous substances between Wellington Regional Council and the 
region’s district and city councils. Within this section policies are presented in numeric order, 
although in the summary table, policy titles are listed under key topics.

Topic Policy title Page

Indigenous 
ecosystems

Policy 61: Allocation of responsibilities for land use controls for indigenous 
biodiversity

125

Natural hazards Policy 62: Allocation of responsibilities for land use controls for natural hazards 126

Hazardous 
substances

Policy 63: Allocation of responsibilities for land use controls for hazardous 
substances

126

Policy 61:  Allocation of responsibilities for land use controls for 
indigenous biodiversity 

Regional and district plans shall recognise and provide for the responsibilities below, 
when developing objectives, policies and methods, including rules, to maintain indigenous 
biodiversity:

(a) Wellington Regional Council shall be responsible for developing objectives, policies, 
and methods in the regional policy statement for the control of the use of land to 
maintain indigenous biological diversity;

(b) Wellington Regional Council shall be responsible for developing objectives, policies, 
rules and/or methods in regional plans for the control of the use of land to maintain 
and enhance ecosystems in water bodies and coastal water. This includes land within 
the coastal marine area, wetlands and the beds of lakes and rivers; and

(c) City and district councils shall be responsible for developing objectives, policies, rules 
and/or methods in district plans for the control of the use of land for the maintenance 
of indigenous biological diversity. This excludes land within the coastal marine area 
and the beds of lakes and rivers.

Explanation

In accordance with section 62 of the Resource Management Act, policy 61 sets out the local 
authorities in the Wellington region responsible for specifying the objectives, policies and 
methods for the control of the use of land to maintain indigenous biological diversity.

District and city councils in the Wellington region have primary responsibility for controlling 
the use of land to maintain indigenous biological diversity (other than in the coastal marine 
area and the beds of lakes and rivers) through the creation of objectives, policies and rules in 
their district plans.

Wellington Regional Council has the primary responsibility for the control of the use of land 
to maintain and enhance indigenous ecosystems in water bodies (including wetlands) and 
coastal water. 

Table 6b: Indigenous 
ecosystems 
Method 5
See policies 5, 11, 16, 
17, 22, 23, 46 & 47
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Policy 62:  Allocation of responsibilities for land use controls  
for natural hazards 

Regional and district plans shall recognise and provide for the responsibilities listed in Table 
12 when developing objectives, policies and methods, including rules, for the control of land 
use for the avoidance or mitigation of natural hazards.

Table 12: Allocation of responsibilities for land use controls for natural hazards

Responsibilities 
for developing 
objectives

Responsibilities for 
developing policies

Responsibilities for 
developing rules

Responsibilities for 
developing other 
methods

Land in the 
coastal marine 
area and beds 
of lakes and 
rivers

Wellington Regional 
Council

Wellington Regional 
Council

Wellington Regional 
Council

Wellington Regional 
Council

Other land District and city 
councils and 
Wellington Regional 
Council

District and city 
councils and 
Wellington Regional 
Council

District and city 
councils

District and city 
councils and 
Wellington Regional 
Council

Explanation

In accordance with section 62 of the Resource Management Act, policy 62 sets out the local 
authorities in the Wellington region responsible for specifying the objectives policies, and 
methods, including rules for the control of the use of land to avoid or mitigate natural hazards 
or any group of hazards.

Table 12 shows that Wellington Regional Council and district and city councils share 
responsibility for writing objectives, policies and other methods for the control of the use of 
land (other than in the coastal marine area and the beds of lakes and rivers) for the avoidance 
or mitigation of natural hazards. 

District and city councils have primary responsibility for writing land use rules (other than 
in the coastal marine area and the beds of lakes and rivers).

The Wellington Regional Council has primary responsibility for the control of the use of land 
for the avoidance or mitigation of natural hazards in the coastal marine area and the beds of 
lakes and rivers. 

Policy 63:  Allocation of responsibilities for land use controls for 
hazardous substances 

Regional and district plans shall recognise and provide for the responsibilities listed in Table 
13 when developing objectives, policies and methods, including rules, for the control of the 
use of land for the prevention or mitigation of any adverse effects of the storage, use, disposal 
or transportation of hazardous substances. 

Table 8b: Natural 
hazards
Method 5
See policies 28, 50 
& 51

Method 5
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Table 13: Allocation of responsibilities for land use controls for hazardous substances 

Responsibilities 
for developing 
objectives

Responsibilities for 
developing policies

Responsibilities for 
developing rules

Responsibilities for 
developing other 
methods

Land in the 
coastal marine 
area and the 
beds of lakes 
and rivers

Wellington Regional 
Council

Wellington Regional 
Council

Wellington Regional 
Council

Wellington Regional 
Council

Other land District and city 
councils

District and city 
councils

District and city 
councils

District and city 
councils

Explanation

In accordance with section 62 of the Resource Management Act, policy 63 sets out the local 
authorities in the Wellington region responsible for specifying the objectives, policies and 
methods, including rules, for the control of the use of land for the prevention or mitigation of 
any adverse effects of the storage, use, disposal or transportation of hazardous substances.

Under this allocation of responsibilities, rules to restrict the use of land for petrol stations in 
residential areas, or the transportation of hazardous substances through tunnels could only 
be adopted in district plans, while a rule to restrict the installation of a gas pipe over a river 
could only be adopted in a regional plan. 

This policy applies only to land use controls. Controls on the actual storage and use of 
hazardous substances are imposed by the Environmental Risk Management Agency. Controls 
on discharges of hazardous substances to the environment – as with controls on discharges 
of any contaminant to the environment – are imposed in regional plans. 


