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4. Policies and methods

This chapter presents the policies and methods that, when implemented, will achieve  
the objectives of this Regional Policy Statement and address the regionally significant 
resource management issues (including the issues of significance to iwi authorities). The 
resource management issues and objectives are presented in the previous chapter under 
topic headings.

Within this Chapter, the policies and then the methods are listed in numeric order.

Chapter 4 is divided into five sections. The first four sections set out the policies, organised 
according to their type:

• Section 4.1 contains policies that direct district or regional plans, or the Wellington 
Regional Land Transport Strategy

• Section 4.2 contains policies that are to be considered when processing and deciding 
upon a resource consent, notice of requirement, or a change, variation or replacement 
to regional, city or district plans

• Section 4.3 contains policies that allocate responsibilities for indigenous biodiversity, 
natural hazards and hazardous substances

• Section 4.4 contains policies that outline non-regulatory actions

The fifth section sets out the methods for implementing the policies. There are two main 
groups of methods:

• Regulatory methods, implementing policies in sections 4.1, 4.2 and 4.3
• Non-regulatory methods, that implement the policies in section 4.4 or that support the 

delivery of the other policies.

Each of the five sections includes a summary table in which the policy or method titles are 
provided. This serves only as a guide, as the policy and associated methods are not reproduced 
in full within these summary tables.

Alongside each of the policies, in the margin, is a cross reference to pertinent objectives, 
methods and related policies. These must be read in association with each policy, to appreciate 
the relationships between these policies and methods.

Within chapter 4, words and terms for which definitions are provided are presented in italics 
in the explanation, when the definition is directly relevant to interpretation of the policy in 
which the word or term is used. All definitions are provided in Appendix 3.



Proposed Regional Policy Statement for the Wellington region74

The summary table below lists the page numbers for all the policies and methods in chapter 4.

Section 4.1: Regulatory policies – direction to district and regional plans and the Regional  
Land Transport Strategy

Page 

Policy 1: Reverse sensitivity associated with odour, smoke and dust – district plans 80

Policy 2: Reducing adverse effects of the discharge of odour, smoke, dust and fine particulate matter – 
regional plans

81

Policy 3: Discouraging development in areas of high natural character in the coastal environment – district 
and regional plans

81

Policy 4: Identifying the landward extent of the coastal environment – district plans 82

Policy 5: Maintaining and enhancing coastal water quality for aquatic ecosystem health – regional plans 82

Policy 6: Recognising the benefits from regionally significant infrastructure and renewable energy – 
regional and district plans

83

Policy 7: Protecting regionally significant infrastructure – regional and district plans 84

Policy 8: Reducing the use and consumption of non-renewable transport fuels and carbon dioxide 
emissions from transportation – Regional Land Transport Strategy

85

Policy 9: Promoting travel demand management – district plans and Regional Land Transport Strategy 85

Policy 10: Promoting energy efficient design and small scale renewable energy generation – district plans 85

Policy 11: Maintaining and enhancing aquatic ecosystem health in water bodies – regional plans 86

Policy 12: Allocating water – regional plans 86

Policy 13: Minimising contamination in stormwater from new development – regional plans 87

Policy 14: Minimising the effects of earthworks and vegetation disturbance – district and regional plans 87

Policy 15: Promoting discharges to land – regional plans 88

Policy 16: Protecting aquatic ecological function of water bodies – regional plans 88

Policy 17: Protecting significant values of rivers and lakes – regional plans 89

Policy 18: Using water efficiently – regional plans 89

Policy 19: Prioritising water abstraction for the health needs of people – regional plans 90

Policy 20: Identifying places, sites and areas with significant historic heritage values– district and regional plans 90

Policy 21: Protecting historic heritage values – district and regional plans 91

Policy 22: Identifying indigenous ecosystems and habitats with significant biodiversity values – district and 
regional plans

92

Policy 23: Protecting indigenous ecosystems and habitats with significant indigenous biodiversity values – 
district and regional plans

92

Policy 24: Identifying outstanding natural features and landscapes – district and regional plans 93

Policy 25: Protecting outstanding natural features and landscape values – district and regional plans 94

Policy 26: Identifying significant amenity landscapes – district and regional plans 94

Policy 27: Maintaining and enhancing significant amenity landscape values – district and regional plans 95

Policy 28: Avoiding subdivision and development in areas at high risk from natural hazards – district plans 96

Policy 29: Maintaining and enhancing the viability and vibrancy of regionally significant centres – district plans 97

Policy 30: Identifying and promoting higher density and mixed use development – district plans 97

Policy 31: Identifying and protecting key industrial-based employment locations – district plans 98

Policy 32: Supporting a compact, well designed and sustainable regional form – Regional Land  
Transport Strategy

99

Policy 33: Avoiding activities on contaminated land – district plans 99
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Section 4.2: Regulatory policies – matters to be considered Page

Policy 34: Preserving the natural character of the coastal environment – consideration 102

Policy 35: Discouraging development in areas of high natural character in the coastal environment – 
consideration

103

Policy 36: Safeguarding life-supporting capacity of coastal ecosystems – consideration 104

Policy 37: Identifying the landward extent of the coastal environment – consideration 105

Policy 38: Recognising the benefits from regionally significant infrastructure and renewable energy – 
consideration

105

Policy 39: Maintaining and enhancing aquatic ecosystem health – consideration 106

Policy 40: Minimising the effects of earthworks and vegetation disturbance – consideration 107

Policy 41: Minimising contamination in stormwater from development – consideration 108

Policy 42: Protecting aquatic ecological function of water bodies – consideration 108

Policy 43: Managing water takes to ensure efficient use – consideration 109

Policy 44: Using water efficiently – consideration 109

Policy 45: Managing effects on historic heritage values – consideration 110

Policy 46: Managing effects on indigenous ecosystems and habitats with significant indigenous 
biodiversity values – consideration

110

Policy 47: Principles of the Treaty of Waitangi – consideration 111

Policy 48: Avoiding adverse effects on matters of significance to tangata whenua – consideration 112

Policy 49: Managing effects on outstanding natural features and landscapes, and significant amenity 
landscapes – consideration

114

Policy 50: Minimising the risks and consequences of natural hazards – consideration 115

Policy 51: Minimising adverse effects of hazard mitigation measures – consideration 116

Policy 52: Public access to and along the coastal marine area, lakes and rivers – consideration 117

Policy 53: Achieving the region’s urban design principles – consideration 118

Policy 54: Maintaining a compact, well designed and sustainable regional form – consideration 118

Policy 55: Managing development in rural areas – consideration 119

Policy 56: Integrating land use and transportation- consideration 120

Policy 57: Co-ordinating land use with development and operation of infrastructure – consideration 121

Policy 58: Managing the Regional Focus Areas – consideration 121

Policy 59: Retaining highly productive agricultural land (Class I and II land)- consideration 122

Policy 60: Utilising the region’s mineral resources – consideration 123

Section 4.3: Allocation of responsibilities Page

Policy 61: Allocation of responsibilities for land use controls for indigenous biodiversity 125

Policy 62: Allocation of responsibilities for land use controls for natural hazards 126

Policy 63: Allocation of responsibilities for land use controls for hazardous substances 126

Section 4.4: Non-regulatory policies Page

Policy 64: Supporting environmental enhancement initiatives – non-regulatory 129

Policy 65: Promoting efficient use and conservation of resources – non-regulatory 130

Policy 66: Enhancing involvement of tangata whenua in resource management decision-making –  
non-regulatory

131
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Section 4.4: Non-regulatory policies (continued) Page

Policy 67: Maintaining and enhancing a compact, well designed and sustainable regional form  
– non-regulatory

131

Policy 68: Minimising soil erosion – non-regulatory 132

Policy 69: Preventing long-term soil deterioration – non-regulatory 132

Section 4.5: Methods to implement policies

4.5.1: Regulatory methods Page

Method 1: District plan implementation 137

Method 2: Regional plan implementation 137

Method 3: Wellington Regional Land Transport Strategy implementation 137

Method 4: Resource consents, notices of requirement and when changing, varying or replacing plans 137

Method 5: Allocation of responsibilities 138

4.5.2: Non-regulatory methods – information and guidance Page

Method 6: Information about reducing air pollution 138

Method 7: Information about high natural character in the coastal environment 138

Method 8: Information to assist with restoration and enhancement of degraded water bodies and the 
natural character of the coastal environment

138

Method 9: Information about travel demand management 138

Method 10: Information about energy efficient subdivision, design and building development 138

Method 11: Information about water conservation and efficient use 139

Method 12: Information about techniques to maintain and enhance indigenous ecosystems 139

Method 13: Information about best practice for earthworks to protect Maori archaeological sites,  
other significant sites and koiwi

139

Method 14: Information about natural hazard and climate change effects 139

Method 15: Information about sustainable land management practices 139

Method 16: Information about key locations with good access to the strategic public transport network 139

Method 17: Information about waste management 139

Method 18: Regional structure planning guide 140

Method 19: Information to assist with the application of the Treaty of Waitangi principles in the region 140

Method 20: Information to assist the with identification of places, sites and areas with significant historic 
heritage values

140

Method 21: Information to assist with the identification of indigenous ecosystems and habitats with 
significant biodiversity values

140

Method 22: Information about areas at high risk from natural hazards 140

Method 23: Information about natural features to protect property from natural hazards 140

Method 24: Database of sites at risk of contamination 140

Method 25: Information about the provision of walking, cycling and public transport for development 140

4.5.3: Non-regulatory methods – integrating management Page

Method 26: Prepare airshed action plans 141

Method 27: Integrate management across mean high water springs 141

Method 28: Prepare a coastal and marine ecosystems action plan 141
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4.5.3: Non-regulatory methods – integrating management (continued) Page

Method 29: Take a whole of catchment approach to works, operations and services 141

Method 30: Protocols for management of earthworks and air quality between local authorities 141

Method 31: Engage tangata whenua and the community in identifying and protecting significant values 141

Method 32: Identify sustainable energy programmes 141

Method 33: Prepare a regional water strategy 142

Method 34: Prepare a regional stormwater action plan 142

Method 35: Support Industry-led environmental accords and codes of practice 142

Method 36: Involve tangata whenua in resource management decision making 142

Method 37: Iwi authorities prepare planning documents 142

Method 38: Prepare protocols for tangata whenua access to mahinga kai and natural resources used for 
customary purposes on public land

142

Method 39: Sign the New Zealand Urban Design Protocol 143

Method 40: Integrate public open space 143

Method 41: Develop visions for the regionally significant centres 143

Method 42: Develop principles for retail activities 143

Method 43: Analyse industrial employment locations 143

Method 44: Develop principles for rural-residential use and development 143

Method 45: Develop planning frameworks for each Regional Focus Area 143

Method 46: Analyse the range and affordability of housing in the region 143

4.5.4: Non-regulatory methods – identification and investigation Page

Method 47: Investigate the use of transferable water permits 143

Method 48: Investigate use of Maori names for rivers, lakes and places of cultural significance in  
the region

143

Method 49: Prepare a regional landscape character description 144

Method 50: Identify areas for improved public access 144

Method 51: Identify the region’s significant mineral resources 144

4.5.5: Non-regulatory methods – providing support Page

Method 52: Support community restoration initiatives for the coastal environment, rivers, lakes  
and wetlands

144

Method 53: Assist landowners to maintain, enhance and restore indigenous ecosystems 144

Method 54: Assist landowners to protect erosion prone land 144

Method 55: Assist the community to reduce waste, and use water and energy efficiently 144


