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Executive Summary 

This report describes the results of Greater Wellington Regional Council’s (GW) 
community engagement process through 2010.  The report applies the results to the 
review of natural resource management and gives direction to the development of the 
proposed regional plan. 

The report provides a data base of results that can be explored by regional communities, 
iwi partner organisations, stakeholders in the regional plan, resource users, consultants, 
developers and policy makers.  Readers may wish to read through the entire report or 
just the sections of most relevance to them.  They may even wish to read only the pages 
associated with a particular heading.  Whichever way that people choose to read it, the 
report is intended to be accessible in an appropriate form and manner. 

Summary of Part A, engagement strategy 
The Engagement Strategy has four stages to be completed prior to the statutory process, 
the development of a proposed Regional Plan, beginning. 

1. Initially there has been an invitation to community groups, agencies and 
organisations to participate in the consultation. 

2. A series of consultation workshops have been held with communities throughout 
the region. 

3. Analysis of the results of the consultation has been provided in this report and these 
will be circulated back to participants. 

4. Developing and clarifying policy options with work groups of key stakeholders, iwi 
authorities, and the general public is planned for later in 2011. 

In 2010 the engagement strategy had four parts: 

• Workshops open to all members of the general public throughout the region 

• An online survey available to all members of the public 

• Workshops with iwi authorities in the region 

• Workshops with Territorial Authorities in the region 

• Communications with regional communities associated with the workshops and 
survey 

• Communications within Greater Wellington to encourage organisational 
participation in the review of natural resources. 

Summary of Part B, natural resource results 
General public 
Participants in the regional engagement process wanted waterways to be freely flowing, 
and low in sediment.  In addition, they wanted their waterways to be suitable for 
swimming, be a safe source of food and a good habitat for fish and other water 



 

 

creatures.  Participants expected Greater Wellington (GW) to work with farmers and 
subdivision developers to keep out of waterways any sediment from erosion events.  
They expected GW to monitor waterways and the activities of consent holders.  
Participants wanted GW to tell communities when it was safe for them to swim in the 
rivers and beaches and harvest fish and shellfish from them.  They expected GW to 
work with people breaking any rules to correct them at an early stage and prevent 
problems being created. 

Biodiversity was important to the region for the special and unique experiences it 
provided people, such as being able to listen to bird song.  Biodiversity was equally 
important to both rural and urban communities.  Many groups wanted to see ecological 
corridors included in a regional biodiversity strategy.  This would enable communities 
to benefit from the linking together of the bird populations in recognised sanctuaries, 
e.g. between Zealandia and Kapiti Island. 

Erosion was considered to be disrupting streams and silting up harbours.  People in both 
rural and urban areas described the importance to them of reducing the sources of 
erosion on hill country farms and new subdivisions.  There was widespread support for 
continued encouragement and resources for tree-planting any at-risk slopes on farms.  
There was interest in GW staff increasing the use by farmers of indigenous plant 
material.  In subdivisions, it was considered that silt trap designs needed to be improved 
and the maintenance of silt traps monitored and enforced by Councils. 

The public wanted Greater Wellington to manage the region’s natural resources to 
provide good human health, recreation, passive experience, family and community 
activities and safe food.  Generally, the public felt they did not have contact with 
individual staff at Greater Wellington and nor did they make use of Greater 
Wellington’s environmental services directly.  Instead, they tended to use the quality of 
their experiences of natural resources to judge the performance of GW.   

In contrast to the general public, regional plan users consisted of people and 
organisations that apply for and hold consents to use or modify natural resources in the 
region.  For these people, the contact that they had with GW staff and their experience 
of the consenting process influenced their evaluation of the performance of GW.  These 
people often described regional plan processes as bureaucratic, slow and unrealistic.  
They wanted greater transparency in the regional planning process and the provisions in 
the regional plan to be kept practical. 

School Children at Owhiro Bay School 
The natural resource priorities for the school children focused on restoration of the 
natural environment and the development of cleaner technologies.  The school children 
believed that technological advancement was a solution to environmental degradation 
alongside traditional restoration works such as native tree planting. 

Professional groups 
Professional groups were as much concerned about the management of public transport 
by Greater Wellington, as they were concerned about natural resource management.  
They were also concerned about the implications upon the economy of greater natural 
resource protection. 



 

Despite their overall ambivalence, most of the professional groups included an 
evaluation of water quality in their assessment of waterways around the region.  
Although some groups assessed water quality as adequate or good, other groups 
believed water quality to be poor in places.  With air quality, the groups were mixed in 
their assessments on whether improvements were needed or not.  The other natural 
resources were only commented upon by 1 or 2 of the professional workshop groups. 

The professional groups would like more resource monitoring by Greater Wellington.  
First of all, to establish base-line information for all the key resources in the region, 
secondly to identify trends and communicate this information as it is happening.  
Consent holders wanted to know about any problem effects that they might have been 
creating early enough for them to take remedial action. 

Communication, education and advice, rather than rules, were important to the 
professional groups. 

Mana whenua iwi 
Mana whenua iwi put more emphasis upon ecological integrity and the social and 
environmental context of natural resource management than other sections of the 
regional community.  Mana whenua also had more of an interest in harvesting 
indigenous material and collecting kai moana (seafood). 

Mana whenua iwi were concerned about the chemical products used for weed and pest 
control and what their continued use might mean for the quality of the region’s soils and 
waterways.  They were concerned about contamination in runoff entering stormwater 
systems and cross-contamination from sewer systems.  Sediment, stormwater and 
sewerage outflows could cause siltation and pathogens to build up in harbours and 
contaminate food sources, important to people especially Māori  

Mana whenua iwi wanted Greater Wellington to support more community development 
around marae.  This would mean supporting training and education programmes for 
young people, providing them with access to sources of potable water and assisting 
marae in the development of community gardens. 

Online survey 
The online survey included people concerned about the effects of inefficient wood 
burners and vehicle emissions on air quality.  The upgrading of existing wood burners 
and increased use of public transportation was seen to be the responsibility of the 
general community.  Greater Wellington’s role was to encourage, incentivise and 
educate the public in these actions, as well as regulate these activities. 

The respondents enjoyed the use of the region’s coastlines for a variety of recreational 
purposes.  The biggest threats to these activities were seen to be sewerage, stormwater, 
development, over fishing, and rubbish.  Protection of the coastline and restoration of 
degraded areas were important.  Greater Wellington had the responsibility to control 
certain activities and encourage, educate and assist projects by providing financial 
support for restoration whenever possible, whilst, the community undertook the work. 

The main issues for soils within the region were considered to be soil erosion, soil 
health and contamination.  The effects of soil erosion and poor soil health on water 
quality and productive capacity were concerns.  The role of Greater Wellington in 



 

 

respect of soil management was seen to be one of educating and assisting landowners 
and the communities to plant erosion prone areas and undertake best practice in land 
management. 

The respondents saw the protection and restoration of biodiversity to be an important 
priority for the region.  The main focuses for restoration efforts were the planting of 
native vegetation, particularly in urban areas, and encouraging pest control.  The 
importance of community involvement in the restoration of biodiversity values was 
recognised by the respondents.  The role of Greater Wellington was seen to be a mixture 
of non-regulatory, education and assistance and regulatory control that protect existing 
areas of high value.  

Freshwater resources were valued by the respondents and there were concerns about the 
impact of certain activities on these resources.  Greater Wellington’s role was seen to 
include both regulatory measures and non-regulatory measures.  One of these was to 
encourage and regulate increased riparian planting within the region. 

Respondents saw stormwater and sewerage discharges to waterways and the coast as a 
significant concern.  There was an expectation that Greater Wellington would control 
these discharges through regulation.  Greater Wellington was also requested to raise 
public awareness of the effects of these discharges, particularly in respect of stormwater 
systems.  

Composting and rubbish were two human actions that were, respectively, seen to either 
benefit the state of the soil natural resource or result in the degradation of the water or 
coastal resource.  Greater Wellington was seen to have a role in encouraging people to 
compost and discouraging littering. 

Territorial Authorities  
All the territorial authority (TA) groups considered that water quality could be improved 
in freshwater waterways and in coastal areas.  The TAs wanted to improve stormwater 
systems by reducing the amount of sediment entering them and minimising piping of 
natural streams.  Coordination of potable water was important to some TA groups. 

TAs considered their relationship with GW to be important and felt it was improving. 
They wanted to be involved throughout the planning process for the next regional plan, 
particularly in the development of regulations affecting them.   

Summary of Part C, resource management act and prop osed Regional 
Policy Statement 
The results of the general public and mana whenua iwi workshops have been analysed 
in this report for their alignment with the policy direction of the proposed Regional 
Policy Statement (RPS) released in 2010.  The proposed RPS provides direction on 
regionally significant issues and issues of significance to iwi authorities.  The regional 
plan review must give effect to the policies within the proposed RPS, and so it is 
valuable to know if in the regional plan engagement process, the ideas of participants 
were consistent with the policy direction of the proposed RPS.  In the event, there were 
some areas of difference, where the participants identified additional issues of concern.   



 

These areas were:  

• Health effects of vehicle emissions 
• Impacts of littering and illegal dumping of rubbish 
• Adverse environmental effects of infrastructure and energy generation facility 

developments 
• Adverse effects associated with waste volumes 
• Impacts of animal and plant pests on biodiversity. 

These additional issues of concern will now be considered by Greater Wellington as 
part of the regional plan review.  

The plan users and mana whenua iwi participants also commented on their experiences 
and perceptions of the Resource Management Act 1991 (RMA).  The RMA was 
generally seen by the participants as an involved and expensive process that over-
regulated natural resources.  The participants raised concerns about the clarity of 
existing rules, the complexity of the consenting process and the need to improve 
enforcement of rules and consent conditions.  These comments can contribute towards 
the regional plan review, as one of the factors influencing the successful implementation 
of the regional plan is the usability of the plan for the end users (i.e. consent applicants). 

The general public and mana whenua iwi participants also emphasised the need for an 
integrated catchment approach to natural resource management, involving collaboration 
with all resource users.  This approach to natural resource management can be 
considered during the rest of the regional plan review.  

The general public and mana whenua iwi participants expressed views on how Greater 
Wellington should manage natural resources.  The methods identified included both 
regulatory methods and non-regulatory methods.  In some cases there was a clear 
direction from the participants as to the appropriate method.  For example, they wanted 
water allocation to be regulated, where as improving soil health could be achieved 
through assistance and education.  The appropriateness of regulatory and/or non-
regulatory mechanisms for achieving the objectives of the regional plan needs to be 
considered as part of the review.  The acceptability of the mechanism to the community 
is another factor which will influence the successful implementation of the regional 
plan.   

Summary of Part D, regional council other plans and  strategies 
A number of workshop groups made suggestions that may be useful to other parts of 
Greater Wellington.  This covers work done under the Local Government Act, Land 
Drainage Act, Soil Conservation and Rivers Control Act, Forestry Act, Civil Defence 
Act and Reserves Act.  There were suggestions about Greater Wellington’s transport 
strategy, biosecurity strategy, biodiversity strategy and regional economic development. 

Summary of Part E, Greater Wellington relationships  
All the groups at the public workshops wanted GW to ensure that the public remained 
involved throughout the regional planning process.  Most members of the public were 
not concerned about having contact with individual staff or making direct use of GW 
environmental services.  The general public tended to use the quality of their 
experiences of natural resources to judge the performance of GW.   



 

 

These results suggest that for GW to strengthen its relationships with the general public 
it should monitor peoples’ experience of natural resources in the region, associated with 
human health, recreation, passive experience, family and community activities and food 
quality.  GW should also work with community groups to enhance peoples’ experiences 
of the environment around the region. 

Regular consultation with communities ensures that their view points are being taken 
into account throughout planning processes.  Regular follow-up contact will enable GW 
to reassure communities that their concerns are being acted upon. 

Mana whenua groups were interested in a relationship with GW based upon 
rangātiratanga, kaitiakitanga and manaakitanga.  This would mean strengthening their 
opportunities for self-determination, guardianship over natural resources, and ability to 
use natural resources for cultural purposes and hospitality respectively. 

GW can ensure regular communication with Iwi Authorities and between the 
Authorities and other community groups. 

Regional plan users included farmers and developers applying for and holding consents 
to use or modify natural resources in the region.  For these people, the contact that they 
had with GW staff and their experience of the consenting process influenced their 
evaluation of the performance of GW. 

Groups of regional plan users wanted GW to provide more information and support for 
the people applying for consents.  Professional groups and plan users wanted access to 
more natural resource monitoring results from the region and more feedback about any 
changes in their results as they occurred. 

Summary of Part F, integrated catchment management 
The regional results were further evaluated by comparing between its six catchments.  
These catchments were Eastern Wairarapa (made up of results from Martinborough and 
Tinui), Ruamahanga (results from Masterton), Northern Wellington Harbour (Upper 
Hutt, Lower Hutt and Wainuiomata), Southern Wellington Harbour (Karori, Thorndon, 
Wellington Central, Berhampore and Rongotai), Porirua (Johnsonville and Porirua East) 
and the Western Coast (Paekakariki, Paraparaumu and Otaki).   

The importance of the issues and objectives for natural resource management were 
similar for all the catchments for water quality in waterways, biodiversity and soils.  
These three themes were addressed consistently across the whole region.  There were 
differences in less regionally significant natural resource topics, such as sewerage, 
which was important in the Wairarapa, and air quality which was more important 
around Wellington Harbour. 

The main differences between the catchments were their perceived causes and drivers of 
“problem behaviour”.  For example, in the Wairarapa erosion was associated with 
farming, whereas in Southern Wellington Harbour it was associated with subdivision 
development.  There were also differences in the preferred policy instruments, such as 
the use of education, financial incentives or rules.  Eastern Wairarapa and Ruamahanga 
preferred the use of financial incentives.  The Western Coast, Porirua and Southern 
Wellington Harbour preferred education.  The Northern Wellington Harbour preferred 
to emphasise the use of consents. 



 

Summary of Part G, overall natural resource managem ent conclusions 
People attending workshops and contributing via the online survey often prioritised the 
management of waterways, biodiversity and soils in the region.  They expected Greater 
Wellington to act in such a way that natural resources would be protected for human 
use, as well as ecological function.  More monitoring was required along with greater 
feedback provided to communities about improvements and the results of changes in 
industry practice. 

Mana whenua iwi valued the partnership relationship they have with Greater Wellington 
and were looking for that relationship to provide practical outcomes for them.  This 
could be through encouraging cultural education about natural resource management for 
young people and helping to resource marae-based community support programmes. 

In 2011 the regional community will be invited to participate in a further round of 
workshops to assist staff working on the regional plan. At these workshops participants 
will be defining the issues and objectives to be addressed in each natural resource topic.  
In 2011, a series of meetings will be held with those professional organisations that will 
be the main users of the regional plan and its consenting provisions. These meetings 
will be about the types of policy options that the plan may contain. Mana whenua iwi 
will be involved as partners throughout this process. 

Acknowledgements 

This report was prepared by Terry Parminter, Ian Gunn and Rachel Pawson of Greater 
Wellington Regional Council.  Peer review was provided by Matt Velde and Jo 
Beaglehole, also of Greater Wellington. 

The authors were impressed by the creativity, innovation and persuasiveness of the 
ideas developed within the community workshops and on-line survey.  The staff of 
Greater Wellington Regional Council have appreciated the public’s willingness to 
participate with us in the engagement process. 

Many staff from a range of Groups and Departments within Greater Wellington offered 
themselves as facilitators and encouraged their friends to be involved in the workshops.  
We thank them for their enthusiasm. 

The support of the members of Te Upoko Taiao – Natural Resource Plan Committee 
was essential to the success of this part of the consultation.  We thank them for their 
vision and encouragement and hope that they are able to make good use of the results of 
the public engagement process in developing their new policies. 

Thank you to those people who attended the workshops and contributed anonymous 
material in the report-back sessions.  These have been used in the boxed examples in 
this report. 

Many thanks also to the students of Owhiro Bay School whose pictures have been used 
to illustrate this report.  They are inspiring! 



 

 

Disclaimer 

All reasonable endeavours have been made to ensure the accuracy of the reporting and 
interpretation of the information contained in this report.  The information that it 
contains is not necessarily the opinion of the staff or Councillors of Greater Wellington.  
The authors have conveyed as best as they can the collective ideas of people throughout 
the region.  However, the authors and Greater Wellington Regional Council expressly 
disclaims any and all liabilities contingent or otherwise, which may arise from the use 
of the information. 
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Part A: Report introduction  

1. Report structure and presentation 
This report describes the results of a public consultation carried out by Greater 
Wellington Regional Council (Greater Wellington) in 2010.  The report 
provides a data base of results that can be explored by regional communities, 
stakeholders in the regional plan, resource users, consultants, developers and 
policy makers.  Readers may wish to read through the entire report or just the 
sections of most relevance to them.  They may even wish to read only the 
pages associated with a particular heading.  Whichever way they choose, the 
report is intended to be accessible in an appropriate form and manner. 

1.1 Part A: description of report introduction 
The report introduction describes Greater Wellington’s engagement strategy 
and the methodology used to include public ideas in the regional planning 
process.  Further detail is provided in Appendices A and B. 

1.2 Part B: description of natural resource results  
Part B, the section on stakeholder views, describes the 6 different types of 
workshops held with each stakeholder group – general public, professional 
groups, primary schools, territorial authorities, mana whenua iwi and the online 
survey.   

For each stakeholder group there is a description of the results associated with 
specific natural resources – biodiversity, water, air, coastline, soil and 
landscapes.  It describes peoples’ assessment of the state of the resource, the 
main threats and how these could be addressed. 

1.3 Part C: description of the resource management act and regional 
policy statement 
This section examines the engagement results alongside the Resource 
Management Act, the fundamental empowering legislation, and the proposed 
Regional Policy Statement for the Wellington Region.  The latter is the guiding 
document for natural resource management in the region. 

1.4 Part D: description of regional council other p lans and strategies 
Policies regarding natural resource management are addressed across a number 
of Greater Wellington’s functions and statutory obligations.  Part D describes 
how the engagement results may relate to these areas of Council outside the 
regional plan review. 

1.5 Part E: description of stakeholder relationship s with Greater 
Wellington 
Part E describes peoples’ ideas about ways to build on, and add to, those 
relationships which are important to developing and implementing the 
proposed regional plan. Ways to strengthen existing relationships are included 
in this section. 
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1.6 Part F: description of integrated catchment res ource management 
In this part the results have been analysed by each of the six primary 
catchments in the region to identify themes that may be distinctive to particular 
localities.  The catchments selected are at a scale that can be associated with 
particular regional communities and that share a common drainage area, e.g. 
Porirua Harbour, or the Wairarapa coastline.  They share a similar geology and 
climate, e.g. Kapiti Coast, and have similar dynamics to their natural 
resources1. 

1.7 Part G: description of conclusions 
The report’s conclusion brings together the concluding statements in each part 
and indicates how they will be applied in future steps of the engagement 
strategy described in Part A. 

2. Introduction to Greater Wellington’s Public Enga gement 
Strategy 
Greater Wellington Regional Council began its review of regional natural 
resource management in October 2009 when the Te Upoko Taiao – Natural 
Resource Plan Committee (Te Upoko Taiao) was established.  Their review of 
natural resource management was intended to build upon existing regional 
plans.  Any suggested improvements were to take into account the aspirations 
of the general public, key stakeholders, mana whenua iwi and territorial 
authorities. 

At the same time as a start was being made to community engagement, Council 
staff were working on a range of reviews of regional plans, and monitoring and 
scientific assessment of the natural resources in the region.  Staff, with the 
assistance of mana whenua iwi, were also undertaking cultural assessments of 
natural resources.  All four elements to Committee decision making, that is 
consultation, policy reviews, science and cultural assessments, were intended 
to be part of work group deliberations in mid 2011. 

The Public Engagement Strategy has four stages to be completed prior to the 
statutory process beginning in Stage 5, where the Regional Plan is proposed.  
Figure 1 begins with (1) an invitation to community groups, agencies and 
organisations to participate in the consultation, (2) a series of consultation 
workshops with communities throughout the region, (3) analysis of the results 
of the consultation, and circulation of results back to participants (4) 
developing and clarifying with work groups of key stakeholders, and (5) 
development of a proposed regional plan. 

These engagement opportunities were not expected to involve sufficient people 
in the region to say that the results represented any particular community, but 
they were intended to ensure that a wide cross section of views were heard and 
could contribute towards the regional plan process.  

                                                 
1 Ian Gunn 2010.  Wellington Region Catchment Inventory WGN_DOCS-#803731 
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Figure 1. Consultation flow from invitation to Regional Plan (from Engagement and 
Communications Plan 2010) 
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In 2010 the engagement strategy had four parts: 

• Workshops with the general public throughout the region 

• An online survey accessible to a range of people 

• Communications with regional communities associated with the workshops 
and survey 

• Communications within Greater Wellington to encourage organisational 
participation in the review of natural resources. 

In 2011 the engagement strategy has a new round of engagement as part of 
stage 4.  In the 2011 round of engagement, more work is being done with key 
stakeholder groups, general public and mana whenua iwi to clarify the policy 
issues arising from the results of the first round, presented here. 

3. Background to the public engagement 
Sixteen public workshops were held across the region from July to September 
2010.  While the workshops were being held, an online survey was available 
for people who could not attend a workshop or who wanted to expand further 
on some of their ideas. 

“The purpose of the community engagement was to provide an opportunity for 
ratepayers and stakeholders in the Wellington region to contribute to the 
development of policies for natural resource management and the development 
of a proposed regional plan”2.   

The public workshops were attended by almost 500 people in 88 groups, and 
the online survey was used by over 800 people. 

In addition to the public workshops, further workshops were held for:  

• Professionals, including developers, consultants and central government 
agencies (6 groups). 

• Owhiro Bay School pupils (23 groups). 

• Mana whenua iwi authorities.  The iwi that they represented were Ngāti 
Kahungunu, Ngāti Toa, Ngāti Rangitane, the Wellington 10ths Trust and 
Taranaki Whanau (12 groups). 

• Territorial authorities (district and city councils).  The territorial authority 
meetings held during 2010 were with Kapiti District Council, Masterton 
District Council and Wellington City Council.  There were 5 groups. 

                                                 
2 From the Engagement and Communications Plan http://www.gw.govt.nz/assets/council-reports/Report_PDFs/2010_183_1_Report.pdf. 
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3.1 Workshop invitations 
The public engagement methodology employed by Greater Wellington was 
intended to encourage people from a wide range of communities to participate. 
An invitation was extended to these groups through existing Council 
communication networks and through new linkages and contacts. 

Invitations for taking part in the engagement process and the workshops were 
sent to over 1,000 groups and organisations across the region.  Posters were put 
up in public sites and on public transport.  The workshops were advertised in 
newspapers and by a number of radio stations.   

While the turnout at consultation events was not likely to be large, the range of 
people involved could ensure that all perspectives on natural resource 
management were able to be heard and included in preparations for the 
proposed regional plan before the statutory process in the RMA begins.   

Invitations were sent a number of different communities, organisations and 
agencies. These are included in Appendix A.  

3.2 Background to the public workshops 
The public workshops were held in evenings and during weekends lasting 
about 2 hours each.  

At the workshops, a directed workshop method was used which involves 
participants pooling their knowledge and working together to resolve an issue 
of importance to the group and the convening organisation’s purpose for 
holding the workshop.  These are “directed workshops” in the sense that the 
issue being focussed upon has been already established by the convening 
organisation, in this case Greater Wellington.  At the workshop, the decision-
making framework is provided as a template with questions to be completed by 
participants, attached as Appendix B.   

3.3 Background to the online survey 
The online survey was provided through the Greater Wellington website 
between July and September 2010.  A total of 851 people registered on the site 
and submitted a questionnaire.  The questions in the online survey are included 
in Appendix B. 

3.4 Background to the mana whenua iwi workshops 
Workshops were held with mana whenua iwi throughout the region.  There are 
seven mana whenua iwi and workshops have so far been held with four of them 
at Takapūwāhia Marae, Waiwhetu Marae, Hurunuiorangi Marae and Wairarapa 
Moana Incorporated offices.  One public workshop was held at Pipitea Marae 
hosted by the Wellington Tenths Trust.  Another separate public workshop was 
held at Orongomai Marae in Upper Hutt.  The results from both of these last 
two are included in the public workshop sections of this report. 

The workshop questions for mana whenua iwi are included in Appendix B.  
Mana whenua iwi will have further opportunities to be involved through 2011. 
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3.5 Background to the primary school workshop 
Natural resources in the region provide young people with opportunities for 
learning, playing and growing in responsibility.  Greater Wellington is also 
very cognisant of the role that the young people of today will have in 
implementing the future regional plan.  For these reasons a number of schools 
were invited to participate in the regional engagement process.  The only 
school able to take up our invitation in the time available was Owhiro Bay 
School.  Pupils and teachers at Owhiro Bay School already had contact with 
Greater Wellington through its environmental education programme, Take 
Action for Water. 

On 8 September 2010 two classes at Owhiro Bay School held workshops to 
identify their priorities for natural resource.  The school workshop used pupil’s 
own drawings as the basis for their post-it note process.  See Appendix B for 
details. 

3.6 Background to the professionals workshop 
Natural resource professionals including developers, consultants and central 
government agency employees, usually have a great deal of prior knowledge 
available to them before they begin engaging with a regional council.  This 
group were extended personal invitations to attend a workshop in Wellington 
City.  The professionals’ workshop was attended by 23 people and they met as 
4 groups. 

3.7 Background to the territorial authority worksho ps 
There are eight territorial authorities and three of them held workshops with 
Greater Wellington during 2010, these being Kapiti Coast District Council and 
Masterton District Council and Wellington City Council.  Territorial authorities 
will have further opportunities to be involved through 2011.  The territorial 
authority templates are described in Appendix B. 

4. Introduction to analysis of the Greater Wellingt on Public 
Engagement 

4.1 Introduction to analytical methods 
The workshops and online survey methods used in the consultation gathered 
subjective information, of peoples’ experiences, reflections and inferences.  
The use of subjective information in policy has been problematic to 
government institutions in the past, because of its unstructured and context 
specific interpretation (Spencer et al, 2003)3.   

                                                 
3 Spencer L, Ritchie J, Lewis J and Dillon L 2003. “Quality in qualitative evaluation: a framework for assessing research evidence. Government 
Chief Social Researcher’s Office 
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Policy literature identifies four principles for assessing the merit of the results 
that this consultation provides decision makers: 

• The results need to be useful in decision making and supported by evidence 
from other sources (i.e. provide understanding) 

• The design of the consultation needs to follow best practice for that 
methodology (i.e. be defensible) 

• The conduct throughout the consultation needs to be rigorous, including 
data collection, analysis and interpretation  

• The interpretation and application of the results needs to be well-founded 
and clearly linked to the findings (i.e. be credible). 

4.1.1 Approach to improving understanding 
The authors have considered in this report results collected in 2006 during 
consultation for the proposed RPS.  Also included are results from 
consultations in 2006 and 2009 during development of the 10-year Long Term 
Council Community Plans. 

4.1.2 Approach to being defensible 
The workshop and online survey were designed around standard methods 
published in research literature4.  They were internally reviewed prior to use. 

4.1.3 Approach to being rigorous 
The workshop and online results were analysed using NVivo software5 to code 
and sort all the concepts provided.  Each contribution was coded in three 
different ways – grounded theory, Resource Management Act and other Acts.  
The three different perspectives (or triangulation) were intended to make clear 
the important underlying themes. 

4.1.4 Approach to being credible 
The conclusions in this report are all linked 
to data tables of the main points made by 
participants.  Points of concern or 
opportunity described at the workshops in 
answer to open questions are backed-up by 
the numerical results gathered at the same 
time.  

Each contribution has been analysed 
individually and separately so that their 
specific contribution to the final reports can 
be determined and traced. 

                                                 
4 Parminter 2009. An examination of the use of a human behaviour model for natural resource policy design and implementation by government 
(central and regional) agencies.  PhD Thesis, University of Waikato 
5 QSR International Ltd. http://www.qsrinternational.com/products_previous-products_nvivo8.aspx. 
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4.2 NVivo Coding 
To analyse the results made at the workshops by each contribution, they were 
coded using Nvivo software6.  The codes linked each contribution to other 
ideas developed at the same workshop and other workshops.  Similar ideas 
were grouped together and labelled using the titles provided by participants.  
The linked ideas were then grouped together into themes that integrated 
contributions around specific topics relevant to organisations especially Greater 
Wellington and their responsibilities particularly regional planning. 

4.3 Consultation publications 
Two reports have been produced.  The first report, entitled ‘What’s Your View 
about our Environment? He aha öu whakaaro e pä ana kit e taiao’, was 
produced in December 20107 and is a transcript of the original information 
collected from the public engagement.  This report, the second report, has the 
analysed results in a form that can be addressed through the rest of the regional 
planning process. 

5. Assumptions and limitations to the report 
The authors have intended this report to be useful to a range of readers.  
However, there are a number of limitations to be considered. These include: 

• The workshops were most likely to interest those people who had had some 
previous contact with Greater Wellington.  The final number of people 
attending the workshops was less than 1% of the regional population so 
their average responses cannot be taken as regional averages.  However, the 
number of people attending and the variety of backgrounds that they had 
does provide a good basis for examining diversity and distribution of public 
opinion about natural resource issues. 

• The workshops were only suitable for those people aware of the events and 
with discretionary time available when they were being held.  In some cases 
people travelled to workshops outside their home area or rohe.  Their 
contributions have remained linked to the workshops that they actually 
attended. 

• At the workshops people were asked to work together in small groups, 
usually including people they didn't know.  There was no requirement for 
the groups to develop consensus, but there would have been some pressure 
for people to conform to group norms. 

• The groups had 6 questions to answer.  The questions were open ended, but 
may have constrained some possible responses.  Responses were recorded 
on post-it notes.  This process may also have limited the type of responses 
made as well as the detail given. 

                                                 
6 Nvivo is copyrighted software developed by QSR International.  Nvivo software is designed specifically for analysing subjective unstructured 
information, http://www.qsrinternational.com/#tab_you. 
7 http://www.gw.govt.nz/workshop-report/ 
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• The groups were asked not to restrict their responses to just the regional 
plan being prepared by Greater Wellington, but to consider all natural 
resources in the region and possible policy responses to the issues that they 
raised. 

• The analysis used the material in each post-it note without considering other 
notes around them or previous or subsequent notes.  So the original context 
for each note was lost and replaced with a new context around emerging 
themes. 

• In the analysis, each workshop was assumed to 
represent the issues of concern in that 
catchment.  This is despite people being able to 
travel to workshops outside their “home 
catchment”.  The analysis of each of the 6 
catchments included 2 or more workshops to 
strengthen the robustness of the results.  An 
exception to this was Masterton, which on its 
own formed the Ruamahanga.  That meant 
Martinborough was combined with Tinui and 
Johnsonville with Porirua, although both the 
former could equally have been associated with 
other workshops. 

• Regional heritage, infrastructure, transport and 
parks were not specifically prompted in the 
workshops.  These topics have their own 
planning processes.  They were, however, 
included by some participants and are discussed 
later in this report. 

• Participants in the online survey were not 
screened or filtered.  It was possible for people 
outside the region to contribute and for people 
to answer the questionnaire more than once.  
Participants were asked to volunteer their 
contact details and these results suggest that any possible abuse of the 
process was not widespread. 

• Respondents to the online survey were not required to complete every 
question before submitting their answers.  The majority of surveys 
submitted were indeed incomplete.  As one participant expressed it, “I only 
answered the questions that I was confident I had something to contribute.” 

Box 1. “ Would like to compliment 
GW on approach so far, like 
today, but also regular public 
forums, running meeting with just 
GW and various district and city 
councils like city, involving iwi, 
schools, and early engagement 
like today, which is good and 
should be on going.   Through 
that process identify particular 
sites to focus  on-catchments or 
harbour.  Gathering info looking 
at what, in terms with setting 
goals, what was here before, what 
was lost and what is potential. 
Inviting speakers to give talks on 
case studies, science or someone 
talking about Raglan harbour.  
More on web like what planning 
now, but more articles in the 
paper, columns of highlight and 
success of process to date. 
Having a blog site, for people to 
engage.” 
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Part B: Natural Resource Results 

6. General Public Natural Resource Results 
The following sections provide an analysis of the public workshop results as 
natural resource management issues and potential threats to maintaining or 
improving resource condition.  The sections then go on to describe the 
potential role for local communities in addressing these issues and threats.  
Each section describes the complimentary role that the workshop groups saw 
for Greater Wellington and then sums these up by providing some conclusions. 

6.1 Biodiversity management 

6.1.1 Biodiversity objectives 
Biodiversity was identified as an important issue by over 80 groups in the 
workshops.  The groups were spread throughout the region including both rural 
and urban communities.  Almost half of the groups wanted to see and hear 
increased birdlife in their area.   

“want lots more woodpigeons and tui8” 

“the sound of native birds in the morning9” 

“bird song and sightings in natural and urban areas – especially indigenous 
species10” 

“native trees for birdlife11” 

Other groups wanted improved conditions for fish life. 

“native fish in our waterways12” 

“places for fish … to survive and repopulate13” 

“good conditions for fish life14” 

About 20 groups wanted improved general biodiversity without being specific 
about any particular species. 

“Increased variety of birds, reptiles, insects, fish and flora15” 

“improvement of soil and the diversity of life in the ‘above’ soil layer16” 

“diverse species in rockpools17” 

                                                 
8 Upper Hutt – Blue 
9 Johnsonville – Blue  
10 Wellington Central – Orange  
11 Porirua – Black  
12 Wellington Central – Orange 
13 Upper Hutt – Purple  
14 Masterton – H2  
15 Johnsonville – Orange  
16 Wellington Central – Orange 
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Some groups were not so much thinking about particular species of flora and 
fauna, but were concerned about ecological functioning. 

“healthy forests improve our water and bring the birds home to sing18” 

“want natural flora and fauna to flourish19” 

“more habitat for biological diversity means better habitat for people20” 

6.1.2 Biodiversity values 
Most groups identified in-use values for biodiversity. Some were consumptive 
uses, such as a food source, while other groups had nonconsumptive uses, such 
as tramping in bush.  Only one group in Berhampore specifically identified an 
intrinsic policy objective for biodiversity, i.e. where it is valued for its own 
sake. 

“walking, camping, visiting bush areas21” 

“people … choose walks in nature over video games, films, and holidays22” 

“sequestering CO223” 

“locally grown food from healthy ecosystems24” 

“the intrinsic value of biodiversity …25” 

Some groups would find experiencing biodiversity in an outdoor setting 
sufficient to meet their needs (18 groups). 

“time out, to reflect in the bush26” 

“having diverse plant and bird life enhances one’s enjoyment of the 
outdoors27” 

“native plants and birds to enjoy …28” 

                                                                                                                                               
17 Wellington Central – Orange 
18 Lower Hutt – Orange  
19 Berhampore – B  
20 Otaki – Silver  
21 Upper Hutt – Purple  
22 Wellington Central – Orange 
23 Paraparaumu – Blue  
24 Wellington Central – Orange 
25 Berhampore – Purple  
26 Upper Hutt – Silver  
27 Rongotai – Red  
28 Wellington Central – Gold  
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There was a strong interest from a number of groups with people who wanted 
to be able to harvest some indigenous species sustainably (11 groups).  This 
included plants, fish and birds.  

“paua and mussel harvesting29” 

“plant more watercress in our streams30” 

“sustainable strategies for rongoā31”  

6.1.3 Biodiversity issues 
Biodiversity was considered to be in decline by most groups concerned about 
this topic (49 groups).  These groups were almost always at the urban 
workshops and their concern was mostly about the reducing areas of native 
bush and the effects that this would have on wider biodiversity in the region 

(15 groups).  

“destruction of native trees and eco-
environment32” 

“the native bush is disappearing33” 

The area of native bush might be 
reducing, but the remaining examples 
of bush were considered to be in good 
condition. 

“beautiful bush and animals within the bush (in the Wellington region in 
general)34” 

For the remaining areas in bush, the main threats to biodiversity were 
considered to come from urban development projects breaking up ecological 
corridors. 

“fracturing and separation of ecological corridors35” 

“stop any new development in ecological corridors36” 

Three groups considered that some of the problem with maintaining indigenous 
biodiversity was due to the lack of resilience in populations of native species. 

“slow regeneration rate of indigenous species37” 

                                                 
29 Lower Hutt – Gold  
30 Thorndon 
31 Thorndon 
32 Lower Hutt – Silver  
33 Rongotai – Yellow  
34 Lower Hutt – Blue  
35 Upper Hutt – Green  
36 Otaki – Yellow  
37 Lower Hutt – Black  
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In some areas indigenous bird life was considered to be improving with gains 
in pest control.  This applies particularly on the Kapiti Coast and in the 
Wairarapa. 

“biological diversity in areas well managed by DoC [Department of 
Conservation].  Very good birdlife increasing38” 

“pest control has resulted in increased native 
bird population39” 

 “area is rich in birdlife, including sea and 
marsh birds40” 

In other areas, more pest control was considered 
necessary in order for the numbers of native 
birds to increase. 

“possum control to minimise bird predation41” 

As well as terrestrial biodiversity, some groups 
(17) were concerned about the loss of instream 
biodiversity. 

“loss of aquatic biodiversity42” 

“loss of biodiversity: long fin eel, native fish e.g. kokopu, inability of inanga to 
get up stream43” 

“loss of cultural and recreational biodiversity-wise, important species e.g. 
tuna44” 

Groups were concerned about loss of coastal biodiversity. 

“lack of fish in the harbour from killing off of fish breeding grounds45” 

6.1.4 Community management to address biodiversity issues 
Many workshop groups wanted the community to lead activities that would 
enhance biodiversity in their area (16 groups).  These included groups from the 
Wairarapa, Northern Wellington Harbour, Porirua, and coastal areas around 
Paraparaumu. 

“planting of native trees [by] community groups46” 

“support for community groups and landowners to protect and enhance 
biodiversity47” 

                                                 
38 Martinborough – Silver  
39 Martinborough – Dusty Pink  
40 Paraparaumu – Blue  
41 Upper Hutt – Silver  
42 Upper Hutt – Green  
43 Masterton – C  
44 Masterton – Yellow  
45 Porirua – A  
46 Masterton – C  

Box 2. “At our table we 
had a mixture I was only 
passionate fisherman, but 
one passionate about 
sand dunes. And another 
passion about 
environment and turning 
their own land into what 
it was before man.  About 
individuals he is a ranger 
with fish and game and 
deals with unlicensed 
users in river." 
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“… community groups to replant areas, especially riparian zones48” 

“form more environmental groups for planting areas, restoration and 
maintenance of green areas49” 

Planting was the most common idea for landowners and community groups to 
improve biodiversity. 

“plant kowhai, flax and other natives50” 

“more help for a Hutt river corridor; a natural area with native planting and 
good access51” 

“encourage even better tree planting programmes by using natives52” 

“coastal planting with native trees for protection53” 

“actively plant bird friendly plants in home gardens to attract native birds54” 

“plant more native plants in gardens, road sides, common land and bush55” 

The general endorsement of planting trees was not always supported by all 
groups.  In the Wairarapa, one group cautioned with the costs to pastoral 
farming of such a policy: 

“overlooking pasture production, in favour of wanting to plant trees 
everywhere56” 

Another suggested planting could be kept to less productive areas: 

“retirement of unproductive land – planted back into natives57” 

A more strategic approach could be taken with protecting and planting native 
trees, rather than ad hoc arrangements with local community groups.  Some of 
the workshop groups (especially along the western coast) considered that 
communities could be encouraged to plant around planned ecological corridors 
across the region.  One group identified an opportunity to plant more trees in 
headwater areas as a way of reducing the volume of flood waters. 

“establish ecological corridor networks across the region58” 

“identified corridors of bush for birds etc.59” 

                                                                                                                                               
47 Paraparaumu – Black  
48 Porirua - Black  
49 Johnsonville-orange 
50 Upper Hutt - Blue 
51 Lower Hutt - Purple 
52 Martinborough - Green 
53 Tinui - Purple 
54 Porirua - Black  
55 Rongotai – Red  
56 Martinborough - Dusty Pink 
57 Martinborough - Blue  
58 Upper Hutt - Green 
59 Paraparaumu - Blue 
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“encourage tree planting to create bird corridors down from bush-clad hills60” 

“A loss of the tree cover needed for better flood protection61” 

Planting suggestions were not only of tree species, but included opportunities 
for cultural and food harvesting. 

“planting of water cress in our streams62” 

“plant more flax63” 

“food forests attract human and bird life to feast on good food and support 
biodiversity64” 

Predator control was needed to move from protected and planted trees to 
increased biodiversity. 

“predator control for natural biodiversity to flourish65” 

6.1.5 Greater Wellington contribution to biodiversity outcomes 
Greater Wellington was asked to protect existing wild habitats (21 groups) 
along coastlines, in wetlands and waterways and remnant areas of native bush. 

“preservation of natural areas, e.g. bush66” 

“protect indigenous ecosystems67” 

“… wetland protection and restoration68” 

“loss of too many wetlands69” 

“introduce much stronger and wider regulatory mechanisms to control the 
impacts of landuse on freshwater ecosystems70” 

“Greater Wellington Regional Council needs to stop and remove all barriers 
to fish access71”  

“protect bush, etc., for the future72” 

                                                 
60 Paraparaumu - Purple 
61 Otaki - Silver 
62 Thorndon 
63 Porirua - B 
64 Otaki - Silver 
65 Masterton - Gold 
66 Upper Hutt - Blue 
67 Rongotai – Yellow  
68 Otaki - Silver 
69 Martinborough - Red 
70 Masterton - Yellow 
71 Porirua - Gold 
72 Porirua - C 
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“natural bush - to be retained, not removed73” 

“lack of buffer zones between housing and natural forests74” 

As well as protection the workshop groups wanted Greater Wellington 
involved in advocating, promoting and assisting planting and restoration 
programmes by the community and landowners. 

“rates relief for planting areas75” 

“provide incentives for landowners to reforest or keep native forest on steep 
land in catchments76” 

 “supply native vegetation for planting77” 

“supply expertise and cheap plants78” 

“promote the planting of native trees79” 

“promote native bush revegetation and swamp lands, connecting the sea to the 
ranges80” 

“involve school groups with community groups planting and active 
education81” 

“community boards to identify sites for weed control and revegetation82” 

“continue to support environment groups to plant trees83” 

“establish goals for the clean-ups and planting of degraded areas84” 

“recognise best practice community-based efforts to improve the environment 
and biodiversity in their neighbourhood85” 

“support applications to QE II National Trust and Nga Whenua Rahui86” 

Before investing in biodiversity projects Greater Wellington was expected (by 
15 groups) to develop a biodiversity strategy or plan. 

“[need] implementation of a regional biodiversity monitoring system87” 

                                                 
73 Berhampore - Purple 
74 Lower Hutt – Orange 

75 Otaki – Green  
76 Paraparaumu – Black  
77 Lower Hutt – Black  
78 Masterton – H2  
79 Paraparaumu - Blue 
80 Otaki - Silver 
81 Lower Hutt – Black  
82 Lower Hutt – Orange  
83 Johnsonville – Blue  
84 Wellington Central – Gold 
85 Wellington Central – Orange 
86 Masterton – H2  
87 Lower Hutt – Black  
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“work with developers and local councils to protect gullies for eco-
corridors88” 

“develop plans to protect and enhance native biodiversity89” 

It was suggested by some groups (8 groups) that Greater Wellington should get 
more involved in protecting trees during planning for housing subdivisions. 

“too much new housing in bush blocks90” 

“not enough natives planted in public and street gardens91” 

“planting and land restoration as a condition of subdivisions on hillsides …92” 

“not enough trees and vegetation planted in new subdivisions93” 

“new buildings cover too much of their sections leaving no room for trees and 
biodiversity94” 

People in the workshop groups also wanted to see the Council support QE II 
National Trust covenants, undertake research to understand more about the 
biodiversity in the region, and establish urban rangers for biodiversity. 

“support QE II National Trust covenants for the future95” 

“Council participation in QE II National Trust is excellent96” 

“more research into marine and intertidal zone ecosystems97” 

“provide science-based empirical feedback via the Greater Wellington website 
of all biodiversity measures in regular timely posts98” 

“urban rangers, a volunteer workforce of people for focussed projects99” 

6.1.6 Biodiversity conclusions 
The management of biodiversity was an important topic for most of the 
workshop groups, and particularly the urban groups.  The comments were 
mainly focussed upon encouraging indigenous birdlife in the region and 
protecting their habitat.  People were concerned about biodiversity in 
waterways and other forms of flora and fauna as well. 
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Most groups expressed use-values (i.e. instrumental values) for biodiversity 
and so being able to experience, access or harvest biodiversity was an 
important consideration in their evaluation of the state of biodiversity in the 
region. 

The groups expressed concern that the amount of indigenous vegetation in their 
areas appeared to be declining.  This was despite people describing the 
remaining remnants as being worth looking after.  The main threats identified 
to biodiversity were pests and urban subdivision. 

Workshop groups included people with a range of ideas about how their 
communities (working collectively and individually) could improve 
biodiversity in their areas.  These were mainly ideas about planting and pest 
control.  Urban groups were mainly interested in planting and rural groups in 
pest control. 

Greater Wellington could act to improve regional biodiversity by protecting 
forest remnants in proposed subdivisions.  The Council could identify areas for 
ecological corridors and assist landowners along the corridors with pest control 
and planting native trees.  The inclusion of waterways in ecological corridors 
would assist in-stream biodiversity.  

As part of its biodiversity strategy, Greater 
Wellington could work with tangata 
whenua groups to develop protocols for 
sustainably harvesting indigenous material, 
particularly from its parks and reserves. 

6.2 Animal and plant pests 

6.2.1 Animal pest control objectives 
Animal pest control was considered the 
most important policy approach 
contributing to the region’s biodiversity by 
over 40 workshop groups.  The pests 
identified included:  

• Possums 
• Goats 
• Pigs 
• Deer 
• Rats  
• Mice  
• Rabbits  
• Hares 
• Mustelids  
• Magpies 
• Swans 
• Pukeko 
• Canadian Geese 
• Pest Fish (Wairarapa Moana And Onoke)  
• cluster flies. 
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All these pests were at numbers that were too high in some areas and further 
monitoring was needed.  

“possum control to maintain bush cover100” 

“possum control to minimise bird predation101” 

“possum control to reduce bovine TB and have more native birds102” 

“rehabilitation of native habitats through pest management103” 

“team approach by Greater Wellington, Department of Conservation and 
farmers to control possums and mustelids104” 

“rabbits, hares, possums rats and others105” 

“too many Canadian geese and swans106” 

Pests were considered to be not just feral animals but domesticated ones as 
well: 

“inadequate control of domestic cats at night, impacts negatively on the 
occurrence and breeding success of native birds107” 

“cats registered in areas where lizards, geckos, etc., are threatened – educate 
people about the danger108” 

“regulate cats and have cat licences and no cat areas109” 

“better pet control for cats and dogs110” 

“neuter cats and keep them inside111” 

“bells on domestic animals to protect birds and lizards112” 

Possums and other feral pests contribute towards a bovine tuberculosis (TB) 
threat to the region’s cattle industries.  Most groups considered that feral pest 
control may currently be adequate for managing TB but was not enough to 
improve biodiversity outcomes. 

“TB work has been very good113” 
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“very low TB reactors114” 

“support Animal Health Board in TB control115” 

 “Animal Health Board dollars will not be here 
forever …116” 

“possum control will always be important, even 
though TB is eliminated117” 

6.2.2 Animal pest control approaches 
The groups concerned about animal pests wanted 
more to be spent on pest control. 

“possum control needs appropriate funding to 
maintain the service118” 

“eradication of forest pets (possums, rats, goats 
and deer)119” 

“wildlife corridors need intense pest control, 
especially possums, stoats, cats, rats and pigs120” 

“continue with private control of pests and 
provide incentives on trapping and shooting of 
possums and hares121” 

Pest control measures were a problem for some people when they included 
poisoning. 

“pet animals are threatened by algal bloom and 1080122” 

“windmills and 1080123” 

“want a sustainable organic approach, 1080 is not sustainable124” 

“1080 gets into waterways and kills wildlife125” 

“residual poisons are in waterways due to pest management126” 

“while alternatives are not available, continue viable use of 1080127” 
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They wanted the pest control agencies to develop alternatives that could be 
used to minimise the use of 1080.  This could be to make more use of possum 
fur. 

“more ideas on pest control without poison as the main method, for example 
the use of resetting traps128” 

“alternative management for possums than 1080…129” 

“encourage the fur trade130” 

6.2.3 Greater Wellington’s role in addressing animal pest control issues 
The workshop groups wanted Greater Wellington to provide a wide range of 
pest control services and pest control methods. 

“wider range of pest control services supplied131” 

“make traps cheap and available to people who need them132” 

“help with riparian planting, predator control, and facilitation of farmer 
meetings133” 

“provide incentives for greater pest control efforts on private land134” 

“keep up 1080135” 

“allocate a care-taker or pest control officer to each area [catchment] to mind 
possum, geese and weed control136” 

“take an active role in mustelid and rat elimination, because these need to be 
universal and not just done on individual properties137” 

“need to improve the public awareness of control of animal and plant pests 
…138” 

“support mainland island concepts139” 

There was some concern that pest control was not coordinated enough. 

“pest control is very haphazard140” 

“need more effective and efficient pest management141” 
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“need responsible pest-control workers, who are checked-on, and who remove 
their waste142” 

A range of groups from urban and rural parts of the region suggested 
developing a “mainland island” on the Miramar Peninsular and eradicating all 
pests from within that zone.  Gradually the animal pest free zone could be 
spread north. 

“Set up cordons to eradicate possums – Miramar etc,…143” 

There was one group that recognised the efforts of Greater Wellington staff. 

“Masterton office very helpful when approached about pest control for 
individual land owners144” 

6.2.4 Plant pest control objectives 
Plant pests were a problem for some groups (26 groups).  The list of identified 
plant pests by the groups included: 

• Boxthorn 
• Alders 
• Pink Ragwort 
• Pine Trees 
• Wattle Trees 
• Gorse 
• Blackberry 
• Ivy 
• Agapanthus 
• Old Man’s Beard 
• Buddleia 
• Crack Willows 
• Willows in waterways 
• Variegated Thistles 
• Nodding Thistles 
• Broom 
• Banana Passion Fruit 
• Ragwort. 

Plant pests were a concern because they could threaten plant biodiversity and 
recreational values. 

 “weeds;- blackberry, gorse, outcompete native plants, destroying 
biodiversity145” 

“plant life overrun by exotic species146” 
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“gorse covered hills reduce peoples’ use and enjoyment147” 

“introduced plants produce invasive plants, garden escapes, and fire risks148” 

“seeds from pest plants in local reserves and roadsides invade my garden149” 

6.2.5 Greater Wellington’s role in addressing plant pest control issues 
Most of the groups suggesting how weed problems should be addressed 
identified that the Council should be initiating weed control efforts, working 
with private landowners and nearby residents. 

“the Council and all other land owners that plant pines for profit should be 
responsible for paying for ring-barking escaped pine saplings150” 

“weeds in waterways from the effects of nitrate run-off, need non-chemical 
control151” 

“wetland areas need more stringent management of invasive weeds152” 

“noxious weeds such as old man’s beard and buddleia, etc., don't walk away 
from the problem153” 

“remove willows blocking waterways154” 

“noxious weeds and general weed management needs intensified effort 

6.2.6 Animal and plant pest conclusions 
Animal and plant pests concerned almost half the groups in the workshop 
events.  These groups were widespread across all the catchments in the region.  
There was more concern about animal pests than plant pests, and particularly 
the need for possum control.  Although TB from possum sources was no longer 
considered a significant health problem in cattle, control of feral pests was still 
important for biodiversity outcomes.  The main issues to be addressed were the 
high numbers of pests still to be found in some areas.   

Poisoning and trapping were the main methods promoted for animal pest 
control.  Greater Wellington resources were needed to fund pest control 
activities, incentivise the efforts of private landowners and for publicity 
campaigns explaining the need for animal and plant pest control in the region. 

Some groups were concerned that the use of chemicals such as 1080 for pest 
control might kill unintended creatures and build up residues in the soil over 
time.  These concerns indicate that it is important for the Council to explain its 
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decision making in the use of chemical pest control and the evidence base used 
for its decisions. 

Plant pest control was important across the region.  Most of the concern was 
about plant pests that passed through property boundaries to affect neighbours.  
These could be urban gardens, rural properties, or public parks and reserves.  
There was some concern about ensuring adequate control of willows and 
aquatic weeds in waterways and wetlands.  The role for Greater Wellington 
was ensuring that private landowners were responsible for weed “escapes” 
from properties and the control of weeds in public areas. 

6.3 Waterbodies and wetlands management 

6.3.1 Waterbody objectives 
The water in groundwater, streams, rivers, lakes and wetlands (waterbodies), 
was identified as an important topic for many (70) groups.  Most of these 
groups (27) wanted sufficient water quality to provide habitat for aquatic life. 

“good water quality for fish and eels155” 

“unpolluted water for biodiversity156” 

“cleaner water for restoration of native ecology157” 

“clean waterways are the basis for human health and biological diversity158” 

“a water course with fish to show my children159” 

Other groups (18 of them) wanted water quality sufficient for contact 
recreation, including swimming. 

“places for families to swim and picnic160” 

“people to be able swim without getting sick161” 

“swimmable water holes162” 

“able to tube on the Hutt river163” 

6.3.2 Water quality standards 
Some (14) groups in Masterton and Wellington, considered that the initiatives 
taken by Greater Wellington to improve water quality were very effective. 

“water quality is generally of a high standard in the area …164” 
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“river management quite good165” 

“prospect of better management of Wairarapa Moana with greater 
consideration of cultural issues166” 

Groups in other areas were very concerned that waterway quality was 
inadequate for recreation and habitat. 

“algae blooms; bacteria build up; natural water-holes disappearing167” 

“when kids can’t safely swim in our rivers, we have a big problem168” 

“swimming in slimy water in the Ruamahanga river in summer time169” 

“waterways are only good when you feel happy to have your children swim in 
them170” 

“fish barriers are preventing fish access to spawning grounds171” 

“waterway quality still needs to be worked on172” 

6.3.3 Waterway issues 
For the people attending the workshops a number of rivers were specifically 
identified.  The most commonly identified rivers with declining water quality 
were the Mangapouri Stream, Porirua Stream and Hutt River. 

The main threats to water across the region were considered to be: 

• Sewerage from networked systems as part of urban development (40 
groups).   

“keep town sewage out of our rivers173” 

• Stormwater systems in urban areas (37 
groups). 

“polluted storm water draining into 
harbour174” 

• Erosion (23 groups) from urban development 
and farming activities. 

“damaged waterways and eroding banks175” 
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“runoff from earthworks causing dirty streams and silting up harbours176” 

• Low river flows (16 groups). 

“control water to provide for ecological flows177” 

“poor waterflow in the Waikanae River178” 

“Limit take-off of water from Hutt River179” 

• Chemical contamination (14 groups). 

“runoff from further up the river – farm chemicals180” 

“waterways are polluted by nitrogen and effluent runoff, particularly from 
dairy farms181” 

“pollution of streams, especially urban runoff182” 

• Livestock, especially cattle, having access to waterways (12 groups). 

“water quality compromised by non-point pollution, especially cattle in 
streams183” 

• Farm dairy effluent getting into waterways (11 groups). 

“stop effluent runoff from farms and factories184” 

• Flood management works affecting waterway ecology (10 groups). 

“fresh water habitat destruction through flood erosion management185” 

6.3.4 Waterway management by landowners 
Workshop groups wanted landowners to do more fencing-off and planting 
along riparian areas (the banks of streams).  These concerns were raised by 11 
and 51 groups respectively. 

“fence off stock from waterways186” 

“support farmers to fence and plant waterways187” 

“plant native [trees] along streams and rivers188” 

                                                                                                                                               
175 Upper Hutt – Purple      
176 Johnsonville – Pink      
177 Rongotai – Yellow   
178 Otaki – Orange  
179 Lower Hutt – Purple  
180 Lower Hutt – Gold  
181 Martinborough – Black  
182 Paraparaumu - Green 
183 Martinborough – Silver        
184 Wellington Central – Orange 
185 Lower Hutt – Orange  
186 Masterton - Gold 
187 Otaki – Green     



 

PAGE 27 OF 235 

   

“encourage planting and fencing along waterways189” 

“protect waterways (fencing and planting, etc.)190” 

“Kenepuru Stream looks like a drain – get rid of the concrete, and plant 
natives and the wildlife will benefit191” 

6.3.5 Greater Wellington’s role in addressing waterway management issues 
Greater Wellington would be most effective by monitoring changes in 
waterway quality (16 groups) in both rural and urban areas. 

“more publicity of waterways192” 

“constantly monitor all discharges to waterways193” 

“farmers need encouragement to minimise runoff of nutrients194” 

Groundwater was considered to be over-allocated (16 groups).  This was 
affecting the productive base of landowners, as well as the quality of the 
remaining water left in connected surface waterways. 

“aquifers being depleted from over-allocation195” 

“lack of habitat for fish due to low river flows196” 

Stock could be excluded from waterways (12 groups). 

“insist on stock being kept out of waterways197” 

“best practice non-regulatory approach to stock access in waterways198” 

Some groups (10), particularly those in the Wairarapa, were concerned about 
urban sewerage from metropolitan centres getting into waterways. 

“get urban sewerage out of rivers199” 

“lack of action with our sewerage system increasing sediment and smothering 
life200” 

Groups around the Hutt River wanted to have vehicle access restricted to river 
beds, otherwise they generally wanted improved access for people to river 
trails. 
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“good river trail – getting better as well201” 

“include Hutt river trail in the regional parks plan202” 

“help make Hutt river corridor a ‘natural’ area with native planting and good 
access203” 

“damage caused by 4X4 vehicle users in rivers204” 

More work done after flood control activities to restore habitat (8 groups). 

“restore Hutt river grey mullet spawning area205” 

“flood protection – putting diversity back, boulders, river pools and 
meanders206” 

6.3.6 Irrigation 
Irrigation was widely supported across the Wairarapa and contributions from 
Greater Wellington were encouraged by 14 groups. 

“need an irrigation scheme to bring in more productive land207” 

“control of water from river in winter for irrigation in summer-would help 
flooding208” 

“Greater Wellington push harder for Wairarapa irrigation scheme209” 

Some groups (7) were concerned at the potential exploitation of groundwater 
and spread of dairying. 

“irrigation for dairy farms is excessive210” 

“seeming lack of control on irrigation permits211” 

Groups could see the potential of having storage systems in place to avoid 
drawing irrigation water directly from streams (10 groups). 

“advance the water harvest and storage project in Wairarapa212” 

“water storage for irrigation213” 
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6.3.7 Wetlands 
Groups wanted to have wetland habitats protected 

“increase areas of wetlands to provide habitat for eels214” 

“wetlands filter water and provide habitat for plants, birds, lizards, etc.215” 

The groups considered that wetlands were still being lost, mainly from 
drainage. 

“stop destruction of habitat wetlands216” 

“increase wetlands in flood plains217” 

The groups wanted Greater Wellington to assist landowners to repair and 
reinstate wetlands. 

“wetland recovery assistance218” 

“recreate lost environments, e.g. wetlands219” 

“protect the last wetlands we have left220” 

6.3.8 Waterbodies and wetlands conclusions 
Most of the public workshop groups identified waterbodies as an important 
topic in their discussion.  Primarily, this was to ensure that habitats were 
available for aquatic life as well water quality suitable for contact recreation 
activities e.g., swimming. 

Threats to waterways came from insufficient 
sewage treatment, stormwater, erosion, low 
river flows, chemical contamination, livestock, 
dairy effluent, and flood control works.   

The public described how Greater Wellington 
could do a lot more monitoring of waterway 
condition and the information provided to 
landowners to raise their awareness about the 
condition of their local catchments.  Providing 
such information could assist Greater 
Wellington encourage private landowners to do 
more riparian fencing and planting.   

Greater Wellington could constrain water allocation within ecological limits, 
exclude livestock from waterways and stop human sewerage from 
contaminating waterways.  Vehicle access to waterway areas should be more 
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limited, although public recreation in public areas beside streams could be 
increased.  Some groups wanted more work to be done restoring habitat after 
flood control works. 

Groups were generally supportive of increased water storage capacity and 
irrigation of land in the Wairarapa.  The concerns that some groups had about 
the effects of irrigation upon groundwater in the region suggested that 
increasing water use efficiency is going to be important in the future. 

Wetlands were important to a number of groups.  They would like Greater 
Wellington to document wetlands of significance around the region and assist 
land owners to repair and restore these to fully functioning ecosystems. 

6.4 Air management 

6.4.1 Air quality objectives 
Air was identified is an important issue by over 60 groups.  Most of them 
wanted clear clean air and were concerned that the air was becoming smoky or 
smoggy leading to increased health problems being experienced. 

“[having] clean, clear, pleasant smelling air221” 

“clean air equals clear views of fantastic scenery” 

“lovely fresh air to breath222” 

“good healthy air223” 

“can see low smoke levels in Featherston on a cold night224” 

“health issue with poor air quality225” 

Similar objectives for air quality were expressed by people from the Wairarapa, 
Northern Harbour, Wellington City and Southern Harbour, Porirua and the 
Western Coastal communities. 

6.4.2 Air quality issues 
The main issues related to air quality were considered to be created by wood 
fires in urban areas and vehicle emissions.  The main community response that 
people identified was to reduce the amount of burning and install cleaner 
burning household woodburners. 

“minimise fires226” 

“encourage more modern wood burners227” 
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“burn appropriate wood – untreated timber and dry wood228” 

Private vehicles were identified as another source of air pollution. 

“amount of transport particulate in the air229” 

The most commonly identified role for the regional council was to monitor the 
state of air quality around the region so that local issues could be identified and 
the effects of improvements quantified.  Monitoring also included gathering 
information about the burning efficiencies of the various fire places.  

6.4.3 Greater Wellington’s role in addressing air quality issues 
Participants wanted Greater Wellington to work with communities through 
education, incentives and rules. 

“clean air monitoring stations230”; mobile monitoring units to monitor in 
gullies and still areas such as Naenae and Stokes Valley231”; “more visible 
monitoring of local air quality232” 

“monitor the efficiency of wood burners233” 

“[have] smoke officers identifying high smoke emitters and educating and 
assisting them234” 

“regulate the use of wood fires235” 

“education and incentives for burning appropriate timber and deterrents for 
using inappropriate timber236” 

There was some concern expressed about the use of blanket rules restricting the 
use of wood fires completely. 

“maintain good air quality throughout the region, but not to the extent of 
banning wood burner fires237” 

Five groups identified ways in which Greater Wellington could encourage 
more use of alternatives to cars for transport. 

“Make it easier [for people] to walk, bike, or catch a bus, so that we can 
improve the air quality for all238” 

“Light rail for less toxic emissions and better air quality239” 
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6.5 Air management conclusions 
Air quality concerned some people in groups in all the catchments.  It was not 
just restricted to those catchments where Greater Wellington already has 
established monitoring stations. 

The main threat to air quality identified was home fires, principally those used 
for heating.  Ensuring that only efficient wood burners were used was 
considered to be the responsibility of homeowners.  Greater Wellington could 
encourage change through education, advice and public incentives.  There was 
also a role for rules, principally to restrict the burning of inappropriate material. 

6.6 Coastline management 

6.7 Coastal management objectives 
Coastal management, and especially the effects upon fish life, concerned 38 
groups.   

“need a clean coast with good fishing, swimming, other water activities240” 

“clean beach water for fishing and swimming241” 

“better fish and shellfish stocks242” 

“the fish spawning area at Falcon shoals by protected from large shipping243” 

People in other groups (12) wanted to protect and increase their enjoyment of 
being by the sea at the beach.  

“we have a relatively undeveloped coast everyone can enjoy244” 

“beach is very good for recreation and relaxation245” 

“our coastline is rugged, relatively clean and unspoilt, a unique attraction246” 

6.7.1 Coastal management state 
For some groups the beaches were clean enough to swim in, but others 
considered that water quality needed improvement and that the harbours were 
often “polluted”. 

“good swimming in the sea – most of the time247” 

“unsafe to swim and recreate at beaches248” 
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 “discharge of waste water into the harbour at Pencarrow – destruction of 
marine life249” 

“polluted storm water draining into the [Wellington] harbour250” 

“pollution in [Wellington] harbour, used 
to be able to harvest kai moana251” 

“pollution of tributaries of Porirua 
Stream flowing into Porirua Harbour – 
sedimentation252” 

“water quality in the harbour and Titahi 
Bay are not good enough to eat food 
from253” 

“water quality in [Porirua] harbour so poor as to create health risks, 
especially for shellfish gathering254” 

“too much rubbish in Wgtn harbour255” 

6.7.2 Coastal management threats 
The main threats to coastal management appeared to come from overfishing 
and poaching. 

“lack of marine reserves causing over fishing256” 

 “lack of inshore marine reserves on the Wairarapa coast257” 

“kai moana is scarce258” 

“mana is lost if no kai moana, e.g., Onepoto Lagoon259” 

Some groups were concerned about vehicle access and housing development. 

“vehicles on beach damage shellfish and dunes260” 

“prohibit off-road vehicle access in fragile areas (forest or marine)261” 

“limited camping and recreation creates congestion in coastal areas262” 
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“coastal subdivisions need careful management of coastal resources so we 
always have it in good condition263” 

“… pressure by developers to build on or near foreshore reserves (e.g. 
Hongoeka Bay new houses by the foreshore)264” 

6.8 Coastal management by communities 
The groups (10) would like more people to join beach care groups and be 
involved in dune restoration and planting. 

“stay off sand dunes, join groups to restore them265” 

“more planting by the beach and on head-lands266” 

6.9 Greater Wellington’s role in addressing coastal  management 
issues 
The groups (16) wanted Greater Wellington to assist in the development of 
marine reserves along the coast. 

“lack of marine reserves is causing overfishing267” 

“a marine reserve on the Wairarapa coast is a shared view at our [workshop] 
table268” 

“protect marine reserves from … waste water269” 

Some groups (6) would like Greater Wellington to assist communities organise 
clean-up events. 

“beach clean-ups assisted by Local Authorities270” 

“beach clean-up days with a barbeque party towards the end of the day271” 

Greater Wellington could assist with re-establishing dunes and harbour 
management. 

“re-establishment of our sand dunes and coastal areas272” 

“expand re-vegetation on coastlines using local native plant species273” 

“increase research on coastal erosion and how to manage the effects274” 

                                                 
263 Masterton – D  
264 Wainuiomata – Gold 
265 Porirua – Black  
266 Johnsonville – Blue   
267 Martinborough  
268 Masterton – F  
269 Thorndon 
270 Johnsonville – Orange   
271 Masterton – Silver  
272 Upper Hutt – Purple      
273 Porirua – Orange       
274 Paraparaumu – Orange  
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“restored dunes means less erosion and more beach left for our grandchildren 
to play on275” 

“submarine freshwater springs in Wellington Harbours should be declared 
areas of significant conservation value276” 

“strengthen oversight of shellfish harvesting in harbours277” 

“dredge the [Porirua] harbour and bar to allow for more opportunities for 
use278” 

6.10 Coastal management conclusions 
The coastal marine area is valued by people as a place for recreation, including 
fishing and swimming.  These people want water quality around the coast to be 
improved and are reliant upon improved waterway quality and stormwater 
quality to achieve that. 

In Wellington and Porirua Harbours, people have in the past been able to 
collect shellfish for food.  They would like to do so again in the future, but 
were concerned about possible water pollution and rubbish. 

Workshop groups were concerned about threats to 
marine areas from over fishing, poaching and coastal 
subdivision.  They wanted communities to form care 
groups to re-establish dunes and tidy rubbish.  They 
wanted Greater Wellington to encourage greater 
responsibility towards the coast and to assist in 
developing marine reserves starting with the 
Wairarapa Coast 

6.11 Soil management 

6.12 Soil management objectives 
Soil management was important to almost 60 
groups.  They considered that water quality would 
benefit from improved soils, as would food 
production. 

“accelerated erosion managed better to improve 
water quality279” 

“catchment management to reduce erosion and silt in waterways280” 

“soil quality must be good to get excellent pasture growth, all year round281” 

                                                 
275 Otaki - Silver 
276 Thorndon 
277 Porirua – Orange       
278 Porirua – A  
279 Masterton – Yellow  
280 Tinui – Black                 
281 Upper Hutt – Orange         

Box 5. “We talked 
about individual roles 
of what we can do, not 
wasting water, those 
sorts of things, we can 
not believe council 
talking people about 
to say yes having 
water metering, but 
we are not in the 
council and we don’t 
get noted in water 
metering buts seems to 
us to be absolutely 
seems logical and 
sensible and the way 
to go.” 
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“healthy soils promotes healthy food production and habitat for 
biodiversity282” 

“fertile soils being used to provide food for local communities283” 

“good soils, good vege growth in gardens, greater self-reliance284" 

6.13 Soil management issues 
The interest of the groups was mostly related to reducing erosion (30 groups) 
and controlling the loss of silt when subdivisions were being developed (15 
groups). 

“soil degradation due to traditional and so-called ‘improved’ agricultural 
methods285” 

“erosion of hills causing build-ups near roads and flooding286” 

“farming steep areas is causing erosion, soil, weeds and water quality 
problems287” 

“… control soil erosion, especially in subdivisions288” 

“problems from subdivision development doing masses of earthworks in 
creating flat building platforms289” 

6.14 Greater Wellington’s role in addressing soil m anagement issues 
The workshop groups wanted Greater Wellington to work with landowners on 
reducing erosion (20 groups) and improving agricultural productivity from the 
available soils (7 groups).   

“more targeted tree planting on unstable and highly erodible land290” 

“need to keep up pole planting in hill country291” 

“erosion protection for economic and environmental benefits292” 

“plant trees for erosion control293” 

“poor soils reveals ignorance about ecology, sustainability and landcare294” 

“use of farm plans [means that] soil management is improving295” 

                                                 
282 Berhampore – Yellow                
283 Rongotai – Yellow   
284 Wainuiomata – Gold  
285 Lower Hutt – Orange  
286 Masterton – Black  
287 Paekakariki – Green  
288 Porirua – Orange       
289 Johnsonville – Blue   
290 Masterton – Green        
291 Masterton – G  
292 Tinui – Black                 
293 Upper Hutt – Orange         
294 Johnsonville – Gold         
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A number of groups (14) at the urban workshops wanted Greater Wellington to 
improve the standard of silt containment during subdivision development. 

“provide silt-control traps for earth works296” 

“don't allow massive earthworks to create flat building platforms on 
hillsides297” 

Some groups (8) wanted Greater Wellington to work with landowners on ways 
to improve home garden productivity for vegetable gardening. 

“households do more composting of green waste, heavily improving soil298” 

“fertile soils should be used to provide food for local communities299” 

6.15 Soil management conclusions 
Soil management was considered by many 
groups to be important for improving 
water quality and food production.  Soil 
erosion in rural areas was associated with 
intensive agriculture on fragile soils.  In 
urban areas soil loss was also important 
and associated with erosion from newly 
developed subdivisions. 

Landowners were encouraged to plant 
more poplar poles and other trees to 
stabilise slopes.  Greater Wellington could 
work with farmers to support greater 
production on productive areas while 
protecting their more fragile soils.   

In urban areas the groups wanted Greater 
Wellington to tighten regulations on 
earthworks in subdivisions.  The groups 
also wanted Greater Wellington to work with homeowners to encourage greater 
organic recycling for use by home gardeners. 

6.16 Landscape management 

6.16.1 Desirable landscape attributes 
A number of workshop groups (29 groups) were interested in the distinctive 
landscapes around the region and how they might be protected. 

Landscapes provided a natural environment for people to live in whether they 
were living in urban or rural parts of the region. 

                                                                                                                                               
295 Martinborough – Black  
296 Lower Hutt – Silver    
297 Johnsonville – Blue   
298 Otaki – Purple              
299 Rongotai – Yellow   
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“natural landscapes …300” 

“full native forest backdrop provides a quality of landscape, …301” 

“need a varied landscape of sea, streams, hills, bush and pasture302” 

“landscape form gives visual pleasure and enhances appreciation of 
ecological beauty303” 

Landscapes were also important where they included unique features. 

“the coastline is rugged, relatively clean, unspoiled, a unique attraction304” 

“Wellington has a hill-form that is highly valued by its residents305” 

“a distinctive and recognisable landscape306” 

Landscape features could provide communities with a sense of their identity. 

“a clear Wairarapa visual identity307” 

“recognise the importance of cultural landscapes to Māori and the effects of 
altered cultural landscapes308” 

“landscape form is linked to identity309” 

Landscapes were appreciated for their beauty and aesthetic benefits.  People 
incorporated viewlines to these landscapes in their homes and communities. 

“provides attractive areas to look at and enjoy310” 

“attractive landscapes for locals and visitors311” 

“stunning views of unmodified landscapes312” 

“landscape views maintained313” 

“views of Kapiti Island are important314” 

Open areas in landscapes have provided attractive spaces and opportunities for 
outdoor recreation. 

                                                 
300 Paekakariki – Dark Green        
301 Paraparaumu – Blue  
302 Porirua – B  
303 Johnsonville – Gold         
304 Martinborough – Blue   
305 Wellington Central – Yellow  
306 Rongotai – Red  
307 Masterton – D  
308 Thorndon 
309 Berhampore – Yellow                
310 Upper Hutt – Purple      
311 Tinui – Purple  
312 Wellington Central – Orange  
313 Johnsonville – Pink      
314 Paraparaumu – Silver  
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“open spaces in unbuiltup areas in hills and bush315” 

“get away from noise and traffic – peace316” 

“… the wild open landscape that Wairarapa is famous for317” 

6.16.2 Undesirable landscape attributes 
Highly modified landscapes were considered to be undesirable, particularly if 
these landscapes had high visibility.  A landscape that changed dramatically 
from a natural look to a modified look in a short period of time attracted 
peoples’ attention and comment, whether the modification was through adding 
structures or the spread of exotic plants. 

“scarring of landscapes by developers318” 

“large scale earth works losing Kapiti’s character … mountains to the sea319” 

“overbuilt highly modified landscapes320” 

“landscapes have too much gorse …321” 

“mountain and hill views are great if no s322” 

“unnatural landscape form that ‘sticks out’ is visual pollution323” 

“a problem if Wellington looks like anywhere else324” 

6.16.3 Landscape objectives 
The groups wanted landscapes with desirable 
attributes protected and landscapes with 
undesirable attributes avoided. 

“preservation of the landscape is essential325” 

“natural landscape [should be] 
uncompromised326” 

 “I love that the Orongorongo river is free to 
follow and create its own paths, its different 
every time327” 

                                                 
315 Upper Hutt – Green  
316 Upper Hutt – Purple      
317 Martinborough – Blue   
318 Upper Hutt – Blue  
319 Paraparaumu – Black  
320 Johnsonville – Blue   
321 Lower Hutt – Green               
322 Otaki – Green     
323 Johnsonville – Gold         
324 Rongotai – Red  
325 Martinborough – Silver        
326 Masterton - Gold 
327 Karori - Purple 

Box 6. “When it comes to 
what you can do, don’t ask 
others what you can do 
decide you’re self.  There 
are a lot of things you can 
do on a property, like look 
after landscape, soils, farm 
in a way that will not 
destroy either of those.  
Where we come to butt up 
against GWRC councillors 
when it comes to the issue 
of wind farms.  We have 
some problem here.  The 
Pukatero wind farm could 
have a quite an effect on 
our valley, if it goes in the 
way it was proposed.  And 
the consultation of this 
thing was pretty minimal, 
as far as the council went.” 
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“no watercourses in our neighbourhood, only pipes328”  

6.16.4 Landscape issues 
Landscapes in the Wellington region were attractive but affected by 
development, weeds and infrastructure. 

“gorse, erosion, power lines, pollution are aesthetically unpleasant329” 

“pylons for wind turbines are affecting landscape form330” 

Natural landscapes were being modified by urban development, affecting 
peoples’ sense of identity and mental health. 

“poorly controlled, unnecessary roads, leading to urban sprawl and spoilt 
natural landscapes331” 

“a loss of landscape features and natural character, makes the landscapes the 
same and featureless332” 

“more mental health problems from a lack of natural landscapes333” 

If it meant changes to the existing landscape form, workshop groups wanted to 
see less rural land being cleared and less land being used for urban 
development.  The groups wanted more controls on windfarms to limit their 
effects upon landscapes and less stormwater piping of streams in urban areas. 

“decapitated ridgelines and hilltops334” 

“subdivision rules do not protect ridgelines and other natural features335” 

“loss of natural character to developments336” 

“piping of streams and destroying natural contours337” 

“windfarms destroy the skyline338” 

“keep windmills off prominent hills and ranges339” 

“no watercourses in our neighbourhood, only pipes340” 

                                                 
328 Rongotai – Yellow  
329 Johnsonville – Gold         
330 Lower Hutt – Black  
331 Berhampore – Yellow                
332 Rongotai – Yellow   
333 Rongotai – Yellow   
334 Wainuiomata – Gold 
335 Martinborough – Black  
336 Paekakariki – Green  
337 Johnsonville – Pink      
338 Martinborough – Blue   
339 Masterton – Green        
340 Rongotai – Yellow  
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6.16.5 Concerns about policy interventions to address landscape issues 
Some groups were concerned about the effects of policies addressing landscape 
issues (5 groups).  They thought that these regulations may not be as clearly 
defined as the regulations addressing other natural resource issues.  There was 
also concern that protecting landscapes could threaten the viability of farming 
some properties. 

“clear guidelines needed on landscape regulations341” 

“not too much regulation wanted on landscape – totally subjective342” 

“[regulations on] landscape form are restricting activities and scaring 
landowners343” 

“uncertainty about the landscape around the [Porirua] harbour in the 
future344” 

6.16.6 Regional Council contribution to addressing landscape issues 
Greater Wellington should protect those landforms that are unique and special 
to their communities (28 groups).  They will need to recognise natural 
landscapes of importance to communities and try to preserve their character, 
particularly through any developments. 

“protect significant landform features345” 

“ensure significant landscape forms are protected, e.g., Nga Waka and 
surrounding hills346” 

“landscape form, including ridgelines and locally significant view-shafts 
[protected] in regional policies and plans347” 

“maintain and enhance the high scenic amenity of landscapes, especially high 
hills348” 

“increase set-back zones from streams349” 

“keep contours of any coastal subdivisions …350” 

“adherence to the waterfront framework351” 

 “keep our landscapes natural352” 

                                                 
341 Tinui – Blue  
342 Tinui – Purple  
343 Martinborough – Grey       
344 Porirua – C  
345 Upper Hutt – Green  
346 Martinborough – Silver        
347 Paekakariki – Dark Green        
348 Porirua – Orange       
349 Johnsonville – Blue   
350 Otaki – Yellow            
351 Berhampore – A  
352 Martinborough – Orange          
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There was a role for Greater Wellington in protecting viewlines. 

“protect … locally significant view shafts in regional policies and plans353” 

“manage resources better … viewlines and building distances354” 

One group identified a role for Greater Wellington to protect the form of rivers 
in urban areas. 

“consider how to preserve the form of local rivers, etc., and not turn them into 
canals355” 

6.16.7 Landscape conclusions 
Landscapes were important to a number of workshop groups across the region 
in both urban and rural catchments.  The groups particularly valued landscapes 
for providing them with a natural environment to live in, unique topographical 
features to appreciate and a sense of identity, including cultural identity. 

The groups described appreciating the beauty of landscapes in the Wellington 
region and the open space and recreational opportunities that they provided. 

The groups were concerned about the spread and conspicuousness of highly 
modified landscapes created by urban development, subdivision and 
windfarms.   

A few groups (particularly in the Wairarapa) considered that any introduced 
regulations might be confusing and create uncertainty for landowners.  The 
other groups supported regulations that would recognise landscapes high in 
natural character, protect those landscapes that are important to their associated 
communities, protect viewlines and urban river form. 

6.17 Riparian protection 

6.17.1 Riparian protection objectives 
Riparian protection was identified as an important issue by 35 groups.  Most 
groups supported riparian plantings as a protection mechanism along 
waterways. 

“riparian planting (headwater – down stream)356” 

“encourage riparian strip retirement/planting”357 

“plant willows along all water ways, even seepages”358 

Riparian planting was also valued for its benefits to biodiversity and flood 
control 

                                                 
353 Paekakariki – Dark Green        
354 Johnsonville – Green  
355 Lower Hutt – Silver    
356 1Lower Hutt – Orange  
357 Martinborough – Silver        
358 Masterton – Gold  
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“develop indigenous riparian flood management planting strategies359” 

“riparian planting … helping biodiversity360” 

These sentiments were recorded at meetings on the Kapiti Coast, Wairarapa, 
Hutt Valley and Karori. 

6.17.2 Riparian protection standards 
Groups from across the whole region are concerned about the types of trees 
and shrubs being grown in riparian areas and how well they were being 
managed.  

“stop planting weeds e.g. willows, pines, OR manage their offspring 
effectively” 361 

“stop planting willows in streams or rivers use natives” 362 

 “riparian planting of flax rather than willows!” 363 

6.17.3  Greater Wellington’s contribution to riparian protection issues. 
Riparian protection zones are seen to have a number of benefits.  Increases in 
incentives, a switch to native plantings, recognition of the multiple benefits of 
riparian protection and the control of weeds along waterways are seen as 
important issues for GW to address. 

“plant the Hutt river corridor to support bird life”364 

“need better way getting help to plant more trees” 365 

 “Waikanae river native plantings a blessing please continue” 366 

 “grant monies for tree planting”367 

“support for weed control in Streams Alive368” 

 “WRC must stop planting willows in waterways”369 

“ riverbank, no weed control by GWRC” 370 

 “GW give up this policy of willows and weeds on side of Hutt river”371 

“supply native vegetation for planting”372 
                                                 
359 Upper Hutt – Green  
360 Paraparaumu – Purple  
361 Rongotai – Red  
362 Berhampore – B  
363 Martinborough – Green  
364 Lower Hutt – Blue  
365 Masterton – Green        
366 Otaki – Black       
367 Masterton – Gold  
368 Upper Hutt – Silver      
369 Porirua – Gold  
370 Martinborough – Blue  
371 Lower Hutt – Purple  
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“mandatory riparian strips upon subdivision373”  

6.18 Riparian protection conclusions 
Riparian protection was identified as an issue by both rural and urban 
communities and was recognised as providing a wide variety of benefits for 
these groups.  Many participants wanted GW to assist with planting native 
trees and removing willows.  

Whatever was planted does need ongoing 
management as do any weeds associated with the 
riparian protection plantings.  Education and 
financial incentives were suggested as reasonable 
methods to encourage riparian protection by GW. 

6.19 Rubbish & recycling 

6.19.1 Rubbish problem 
Rubbish, waste and littering is a major problem 
for over 60 groups, reducing the standard of 
natural resource management in the region. 

“rubbish control is ABYSMAL.  No coordination 
within the region;- it’s all our problem374” 

“lack of access to waste services and recycling 
mean waste getting into environment375” 

“we don’t take care of our waste properly.  Fund 
it properly to ensure it goes to the right place, not 
in the bush or river376” 

“rubbish on beaches and in natural areas and public places”377 

Illegally dumped rubbish especially affects waterways (10 groups) and coastal 
areas (9 groups). 

“keep streams clean and free of rubbish378” 

“too much rubbish in Wellington harbour379” 

6.20 Rubbish and recycling objectives 
Recycling of rubbish is commented on by 64 groups. There is a strong desire to 
see more recycling of rubbish, to minimise the volume of rubbish entering 

                                                                                                                                               
372 Lower Hutt – Black  
373 Johnsonville – Blue   
374 Masterton – K  
375 Tinui – Purple  
376 Paekakariki – Green 
377 Wellington Central – Orange2 
378 Berhampore – Purple  
379 Upper Hutt – Green  

Box 7. “To enhance the 
environment in our valley, 
many people plant for birds, 
and improve that part of 
biodiversity. but as far as the 
general over all thing, I think 
we are over governed. We 
lived in Wellington in the ‘70s 
and what’s happened is 
people are more spread out 
over the land, and created a 
bigger demand for 
infrastructure. We noticed 
there are not uniformities 
over subdivisions, they have 
been allowed in very sensitive 
areas, and we will get 
siltation in harbours and 
things like that.” 
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landfills, to see more facilities to collect rubbish and avoid the littering of our 
natural areas. 

“encourage farm recycling”380 

“push for recycling of tyres and silage wrap”381 

“foster new ways of dealing with recyclables without creating more 
pollution”382 

“minimise generation of rubbish for landfill”383 

“have a goal of zero rubbish in the community”384 

6.20.1 Threats to rubbish and recycling. 
The factors identified limiting the practise of recycling included:  

- high tip fees 

“tip too dear – people are dumping on the roadside”385 

-  lack of facilities in the rural areas 

“rural recycling station closing”386 

- recycling available limited to a few products 

“limited recycling – glass, paper,”387  

- minimal controls on rubbish disposal; and a lack of incentives to achieve 
recycling were identified by the groups. 

 “not organising rubbish disposal efficiently … rubbish control is 
ABYSMAL - no coordination within the region - it’s all our problem”388 

“dumping of rubbish - high tip fees no incentive to using tip”389 

6.20.2 Greater Wellington’s role in addressing rubbish and recycling issues  
Greater Wellington’s role in rubbish and recycling is restricted to the granting 
of resource consents and the management of litter dumping, be it along 
waterways or the development of “illegal dumps”.  

“do not allow leachate (rubbish) to enter water ways” 390 

                                                 
380 Martinborough – Green  
381 Masterton -  1  
382 Paraparaumu – Green           
383 Upper Hutt – Blue  
384 Pipitea Marae 
385 Gladstone Marae 
386 Masterton – F  
387 Professionals – Purple2 
388 Masterton – K  
389 Upper Hutt – Purple      
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“coordinate waste management for rural areas and provide advice”391 

“chemical collection days for areas away from landfill” 392 

“catch and report those people who are dumping the rubbish”393 

“littering dumping awareness campaigns support”394 

“penalties for littering”395 

 “need better dumping compliance on river and coastal areas”396 

“on farm recycling – incentivise this!”397 

“come up with some feasible suggestions for using recyclable products eg 
crushed glass in paving”398 

“more hazard collections –batteries, paint – make it easy”399 

“recycling! – code for plastic, - NICD batteries, - old electrical equipment”400 

“supply more rubbish tins in picnic or public areas” 401 

“help from gw for recycling is good”402 

A number of comments focus on the Regional Council using its 
advocacy/education role to coordinate or work with the District Councils to 
deliver a high quality waste service. 

“education, policing and prosecution of boaties who litter the sea especially 
with plastics403” 

“Regional Council needs to work with 3 councils on rubbish dumping”404 

“work with WCC to encouraged and enable recycling”405 

“coordinate waste management for rural areas and provide advice”406 

“work with district council to ensure waste services are maintained or 
improved access”407 

                                                                                                                                               
390 Rongotai – Red  
391 Masterton – F  
392 Otaki – Orange          
393 Porirua – A  
394 Lower Hutt – Silver  
395 Upper Hutt – Blue  
396 Lower Hutt – Silver    
397 Martinborough – Red  
398 Rongotai – Red  
399 Wellington Central – Orange2 
400 Johnsonville – Green  
401 Upper Hutt – Orange         
402 Wellington Professional Day – Blue  
403 Wellington Central – Orange 
404 Martinborough – Grey       
405 Rongotai – Purple  
406 Masterton – F  
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6.20.3 Rubbish management conclusion 
There is strong support for both recycling and reducing the amount of litter 
found throughout the community. Contributors would like to see Greater 
Wellington assist in an overall strategy for rubbish and recycling across the 
region. Any such strategy could develop incentives to encourage recycling. 
There is concern about the amount of litter being deposited within or near 
water bodies. When Greater Wellington issues resource consents the natural 
environment, such as waterways, should be protected. 

6.21 Stormwater & sewerage 

6.21.1 Stormwater problem 
Stormwater concerned 44 groups. Many groups (27) recognised that too much 
rain was being flushed through stormwater systems and contaminating rivers 
and harbours.  

“stormwater management inadequate; pollutants, sediments408” 

“polluted stormwater draining into harbour409” 

“artesian supplies contaminated by house and road run off410” 

“polluted stormwater into river411”  

6.21.2 Threats to stormwater management 
Increases in impermeable surfaces as a result of subdivisions and their 
associated earthworks, including the design of sediment traps, were seen as 
significant stormwater issues.  Some groups were concerned about pollution of 
stormwater, as a result of effluent overflow, sedimentation or industrial runoff.  
The specific discharges that people identified included the Horokiwi quarry 
discharge and the ongoing sedimentation of the Onepoto Inlet of Porirua 
Harbour. 

“run off from roadways”412 

“increase in impermeable surfaces leading to more stormwater runoff and 
increased flood risks”413 

“subdivisions increasing stormwater”414 

“more intensive subdivision for life style blocks contaminating water 
sources”415 

“poor storm water management”416 

                                                                                                                                               
407 Masterton – F  
408 Porirua – Orange       
409 Berhampore – A  
410 Upper Hutt – Silver      
411 Lower Hutt – Gold  
412 Upper Hutt – Purple  
413 Lower Hutt – Black  
414 Pipitea Marae 
415 Pipitea Marae 
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“pollution of streams by runoff (esp. urban)”417 

“too much tar-seal creates flooding not enough permeable surfaces”418 

“clean up Horokiwi quarry discharge”419 

“fast storm water run-off from hard surfaces in urban areas leading to silting 
and destructive streams flows”420 

6.21.3 Stormwater objectives 
Groups (16) would like to keep more rain out of stormwater systems, use the 
soil more as a stormwater filter, and reduce peak flood flows.  They would like 
to have more natural streams brought out of stormwater systems (6 groups) and 
to have any stormwater likely to be contaminated by sewage treated (2 groups). 

“reduced rain run off –keep it on the land421” 

“water soaking in rather than peak floods422” 

“reduce run off in urban areas during heavy rains events by leaving more 
natural surfaces423” 

“daylight more streams through our suburbs to return our relationship with 
river/streams424” 

“rules in plan around water quality of stormwater discharge425” 

“stream quality in urban areas where sewerage input into stormwater426” 

6.21.4 Greater Wellington’s role in stormwater. 
Ways for Greater Wellington to reduce the impact of stormwater focus on 
reducing the area of impermeable surfaces, collecting stormwater close to 
source and controlling sediments at earthworks sites and on subdivisions. 
Improved rules to control stormwater and increased advocacy/education on the 
impacts of stormwater were suggested. 

“improved storm water run off – swale use (treatment)” 427 

“reduce run off in urban areas during heavy rains events by leaving more 
natural surfaces”428 

                                                                                                                                               
416 Paraparaumu – Blue  
417 Otaki – Green  
418 Otaki – Silver  
419 Rongotai – Red  
420 Karori – Purple  
421 Wellington Central – Orange2 
422 Rongotai – Red  
423 Wellington Central – Orange2 
424 Lower Hutt – Orange  
425 Paraparaumu – Purple  
426 Berhampore – Purple  
427 Rongotai – Yellow  
428 Wellington Central – Orange  
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“keep river water clean by something (education?) to make people aware that 
storm water ends up there”429 

“sediment traps need a managed policy that stops abandoning old traps”430 

“set up wetland stormwater cleansing system for municipal areas”431 

“education in schools about storm water and where it ends up”432 

“spread message no chemicals down the drain”433 

“educate public to look out for environment to prevent harm i.e. storm water 
drain health”434 

“not enough clarity about creeks and streams, storm water, channels with 
other T.L.A”435 

“provide incentives for rainwater collection and storm water management by 
households”436 

 “remove the storm water pipes and create/reinstate waterways”437 

“provide better guidelines for storm water management” 438 

 “create building codes to require permeable surfaces on all new roading and 
housing driveways”439 

“swales in streets for stormwater collections”440 

“introduce rate rebates for grey water and storm water use”441 

“increase area of permeable surfaces”442 

6.21.5 Sewerage management 
A number of groups (40) considered that insufficiently treated sewerage was 
reaching waterways and harbours.  The problem seemed worst in the 
Wairarapa. 

“get urban sewerage out of the rivers443” 

“Ruamahanga not safe at times of year for recreation through sewage444” 

                                                 
429 Johnsonville – Blue  
430 Porirua – Gold  
431 Martinborough – silver  
432 Berhampore – A  
433 Wellington Central – Orange  
434 Masterton – F  
435 Tinui – Purple  
436 Lower Hutt – Purple  
437 Rongotai College – Yellow  
438 Otaki – Purple  
439 Lower Hutt – Orange  
440 Lower Hutt – Gold  
441 Upper Hutt – Green  
442 Upper Hutt – Blue  
443 Martinborough – Yellow  
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“Masterton waste water treatment appalling- discharge disgraceful445” 

“manage sewage – not spill in harbours446” 

Groups suggested that no sewerage should be allowed to enter waterways from 
urban treatment facilities. 

“eliminate sewerage effluent discharges to rivers447” 

“councils not nearly tough enough on urban sewage448” 

“the Mangaterere river near the Carterton sewage ponds needs urgent 
management in summer449” 

“management of urban effluents – non consistent rules for councils and 
farmers450” 

Other sources of sewerage, such as stock trucks, motor homes and septic tanks 
also needs to be managed. 

“no truck stock effluent disposal451” 

“have specific areas for caravans/motor homes to discharge their effluent”452 

“soak tests for septics can be done in summer would have different result in 
winter453” 

“effects on water quality from sewerage in subdivisions (not being taken into 
account in approvals)454” 

6.21.6 Stormwater and sewerage conclusions 
Stormwater is recognised as an issue by a wide cross-section of the region’s 
community. Increasing the area of permeable surfaces and introducing systems 
to collect stormwater are suggested to improve the stormwater situation. 
Earthworks associated with subdivisions and run-off from farms are areas 
which Greater Wellington could improve its regulatory practices. Advocacy 
and education are required to explain the impacts of poor stormwater control. 

6.22 Community gardens and fruit trees 
Community gardens are a concept developed by groups (7) at workshops 
around Wellington Harbour and the western coast.  These groups described 
areas on public land, such as parks and reserves, that could be used for 
producing vegetables and fruit. 

                                                                                                                                               
444 Masterton – F  
445 Masterton – Green        
446 Porirua – Purple             
447 Martinborough – Silver        
448 Masterton – Green        
449 Masterton – H  
450 Masterton – H  
451 Masterton – G  
452 Thorndon 
453 Tinui – Blue                   
454 Tinui – Blue                   
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“grow food forests and public land455” 

“planting fruit and nut trees on berms and other public land456” 

“more edible gardens in green belt community gardens457” 

The benefits of community gardens are educational and can also supplement 
the diet of people in lower socio-economic communities. 

“parks with educational gardens, e.g., fruit, veges, nature458” 

“financial support and training to poor 
renting families in state houses to set up 
forest gardens to feed them and their 
families459” 

In conclusion, community gardens on 
public land administered by Greater 
Wellington would be supported by some 
communities. 

6.23 General public natural resources conclusions 
The management of biodiversity was an important topic, particularly for urban 
groups.  This was mainly focussed upon encouraging indigenous birdlife in the 
region and protecting their habitat.  People were concerned about biodiversity 
in waterways and other forms of flora and fauna as well.  The groups expressed 
concern that the amount of indigenous vegetation in their areas appeared to be 
declining.  The main threats to biodiversity to be identified were pests and 
urban subdivision. 

The workshop groups included people interested in planting and pest control.  
Urban groups were mainly interested in planting and rural groups in pest 
control.  Greater Wellington could act to improve regional biodiversity by 
protecting forest remnants in proposed subdivisions.   

Animal and plant pests concerned almost half the groups in the workshop 
events.  These groups were widespread across all the catchments in the region.  
There was more concern about animal pests than plant pests, and particularly 
the need for possum control.  Although TB from possum sources was no longer 
considered a significant health problem in cattle, control of feral pests was still 
important for biodiversity outcomes.  The main issues to be addressed were the 
high numbers of pests still to be found in some areas.   

Poisoning and trapping were the main methods promoted for animal pest 
control.  Greater Wellington resources were needed to fund pest control 
activities, incentivise the efforts of private landowners and for publicity 
campaigns explaining the need for animal and plant pest control in the region.  

                                                 
455 Otaki - Silver 
456 Otaki – Purple              
457 Berhampore – A  
458 Wellington Central – Orange2   
459 Lower Hutt – Orange  
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It is important for the Council to explain its decision making in the use of 
chemical pest control and the evidence base used for its decisions. 

Plant pest control was important across the region.  Most of the concern was 
about plant pests that passed through property boundaries to affect neighbours.  
These could be urban gardens, rural properties, or public parks and reserves.  
There was some concern about ensuring adequate control of willows and 
aquatic weeds in waterways and wetlands.  The role for Greater Wellington 
was ensuring that private landowners were responsible for weed “escapes” 
from properties and the control of weeds in public areas. 

Most of the public workshop groups (70 groups) identified waterbodies as an 
important topic in their discussions.  Primarily, this was to ensure that habitats 
were available for aquatic life, as well water quality suitable for contact 
recreation activities e.g. swimming. 

The public described how Greater Wellington could do a lot more monitoring 
of waterway condition.  This information could be provided to landowners to 
raise their awareness about the condition of their local catchments and what 
they could do to improve it.   

Greater Wellington could have rules to constrain water allocation within 
ecological limits, exclude livestock from waterways and stop human sewerage 
from contaminating waterways.  Vehicle access to waterway areas should be 
more limited, although public recreation in public areas beside streams could 
be increased.  Some groups wanted more work to be done restoring habitat 
after flood control works. 

Groups were generally supportive of increased water storage capacity and 
irrigation of land in the Wairarapa.  The concerns that some groups had about 
the effects of irrigation upon groundwater in the region suggested that 
increasing water use efficiency was going to be important in the future. 

Wetlands were important to a number of groups.  They would like Greater 
Wellington to document wetlands of significance around the region and assist 
land owners repair and restore these to fully functioning ecosystems. 

Air quality concerned some people in groups in all the catchments.  It was not 
just restricted to those catchments where Greater Wellington already has 
established monitoring stations. 

The main threat to air quality identified was home fires, principally those used 
for heating.  Ensuring that only efficient wood burners were used was 
considered to be the responsibility of homeowners.  Greater Wellington could 
encourage change through education, advice and public incentives.  There was 
also a role for rules, principally to restrict the burning of inappropriate material. 

The coastal marine area was valued by people as a place for recreation, 
including fishing and swimming.  These people wanted water quality around 
the coast to be improved.  People wanted more care groups to be formed to re-
establish sand dunes and tidy up the rubbish around the coast.   
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In Wellington and Porirua Harbours, people have in the past been able to 
collect shellfish for food but had stopped due to water pollution and rubbish.  
People would like to collect shellfish again in the future when the water quality 
issues have been addressed. 

Soil management was considered by many groups to be important for 
improving water quality and food production.  Soil erosion in rural areas was 
associated with intensive agriculture on fragile soils.  In urban areas soil loss 
was also important and associated with erosion from newly developed 
subdivisions. 

Landowners were encouraged to plant more poplar poles and other trees to 
stabilise slopes.  Greater Wellington could work with farmers to support 
greater production on productive areas while protecting their more fragile soils.   

In urban areas the groups wanted Greater Wellington to tighten regulations on 
earthworks in subdivisions.  The groups also wanted Greater Wellington to 
work with homeowners to encourage greater organic recycling for use by home 
gardeners. 

Landscapes were important to a number of workshop groups across the region 
in both urban and rural catchments.  The groups particularly valued landscapes 
for providing them with a natural environment to live in, unique topographical 
features to appreciate and a sense of identity, including cultural identity. 

Riparian protection was identified as an issue by both rural and urban 
communities and was recognised as providing a wide variety of benefits for 
these groups.  Many participants wanted GW to assist with planting native 
trees and removing willows.  Education and financial incentives were 
suggested as reasonable methods to encourage riparian protection by GW. 

There is strong support for both recycling and reducing the amount of litter 
found throughout the community. Workshop participants wanted to see Greater 
Wellington assist in an overall strategy for rubbish and recycling across the 
region. Any such strategy could develop incentives to encourage recycling. 
There was concern about the amount of litter being deposited within or near 
waterbodies. When Greater Wellington issues resource consents the natural 
environment, such as waterways should be protected. 

Stormwater was recognised as an issue by a wide cross-section of the region’s 
community.  Increasing the area of permeable surfaces and introducing systems 
to collect stormwater are suggested to improve the stormwater situation.  
Earthworks associated with subdivisions and run-off from farms were areas 
where Greater Wellington could improve its regulatory practices. Advocacy 
and education are required to explain the impacts of poor stormwater control. 

Establishing community gardens on public land administered by Greater 
Wellington would be supported by some communities, particularly around 
Wellington Harbour and the western coast. 
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7. Professional groups’ natural resource results 

7.1 Professional groups background 
Professional groups and organisations were invited to participate in a workshop 
held in central Wellington, 23 people attended.  The professional groups were 
concerned as much about their relationship with Greater Wellington as about 
natural resource management. 

7.2 Professional natural resource themes 
Table 1 lists all the natural resource themes described earlier in the sections 
reporting general public responses.  Some of these were also widely reported 
on by the professional groups.  For instance, most groups considered water 
quality in the waterways around the region.  Although some groups assessed 
the water quality as adequate or good, other groups believed water quality to be 
poor in places, with contributions such as: 

“water quality is ok460” 

“freshwater quality - the water quality is generally of a high standard in the 
area. If it is not, the effort that is applied to improve it is also a positive461” 

“water quality - the urban environment take pride and ownership of public 
water, I feel the rural environment could make more of an effort here462” 

With air quality, the groups were mixed in their assessments on whether 
improvements were needed. 

“good air quality463” 

“best thing - clean environment – fresh air464” 

“air quality in Featherston is poor from wood smoke465” 

Professional groups (5) were concerned about the management of public 
transport by Greater Wellington, as much as natural 
resource management. 

“public transport lacks vision implementation466” 

They (3) were also concerned about the implications 
upon the economy of greater natural resource 
protection. 

                                                 
460 Professional - Blue 
461 Professional - Purple3  
462 Professional - Purple3  
463 Professional – Blue  
464 Professional – Blue  
465 Professional – Orange  
466 Professional – Orange  
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Table 1.  Comparison of professional natural resource themes with the general 
public 

Natural Resource Number 
of Public 
Groups 

(n=89) 

Number of 
Professionals 
Groups 

(n=6) 

Example Description 

Waterways 89 

(100%) 

5 

(83%) 

“integrated land use and water 
management frame works467” 

Biodiversity 84 

(94%) 

2 

(33%) 

“losing indigenous biodiversity” 

Soil 78 

(88%) 

1 

(17%) 

- 

Pests and weeds 76 

(85%) 

2 

(33%) 

“a successful pest control 
programme for biodiversity” 

Coastal and marine 68 

(76%) 

1 

(17%) 

- 

Air 61 

(69%) 

4 

(67%) 

“air quality management 
generally very good …” 

Riparian 59 

(66%) 

2 

(33%) 

“map riparian vegetation-have 
aims and goals” 

Rubbish 59 

(66%) 

1 

(17%) 

- 

Landscape 55 

(62%) 

3 

(50%) 

“zoning would facilitate more 
permitted activities” 

Stormwater 44 

(49%) 

1 

(17%) 

- 

Gardens  30 

(34%) 

0 

(0%) 

- 

 

“want balance between protection, e.g. of water quality, and provision for use 
and development468” 

                                                 
467 Professional – Orange  
468 Professional – Purple3 
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7.3 Professional relationship with Greater Wellingt on 
The professional groups were generally more concerned about the 
administration and implementation of the overall regional plan than the 
management of specific resources. 

The professional groups (6) would like more resource monitoring by Greater 
Wellington.  First of all, to establish base-line information for all the key 
resources in the region, secondly to identify trends and communicate this 
information as it is happening.  Consent holders wanted to know about any 
problem effects that they might have been creating early enough for them to 
take remedial action. 

“create a set of standards that can be measured and maintained469” 

“lack monitoring and measurement of key achievement areas470” 

“lack information on baselines to guide471” 

“want a collaborative, supportive, and open, monitoring and investigative 
team472” 

The groups (6) wanted a clearer and more explanatory regional plan and 
consent applications. 

“more explanation for why we have rules and provisions in the plan473” 

“some rules can be open to interpretation474” 

“application forms for resource consents are not user friendly as digital 
documents475” 

The consent process itself was not a helpful process for professional groups 
(4). 

“consent application processes take too long … need verbal approval, rather 
than waiting for papers476” 

“lack of data and knowledge by GW is leading to bad consent conditions 
…477” 

Professional groups (6) wanted more consultation and collaboration in the 
development of the new regional plan. 

“continue your open dialogue about plan development … with regular public 
forums .. need earlier exploration of alternatives to achieve outcomes478” 

                                                 
469 Professional – Blue  
470 Professional – Purple  
471 Professional – Orange  
472 Professional – Blue                    
473 Professional – Purple                   3 
474 Professional – Orange  
475 Professional – Orange2 
476 Professional – Blue                    
477 Professional – Orange2 
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“foster and improve interagency relationships to find out all available 
information479” 

“staff seem very helpful and willing to improve, … but need more of a regional 
vision … and an understanding of the time and costs issues to business480” 

Communication, education and advice, rather 
than rules, was important to the professional 
groups (5). 

“better communication between Greater 
Wellington and plan users481” 

“not enough permitted activity rules482” 

“professional seminars/workshops during the 
year483”  

Overall, the professional group found Greater 
Wellington staff easy to get on with. 

“staff are highly professional, approachable, 
open to discussion, and feedback from other 
organisations484” 

“enjoy interagency meetings and discussions… good meeting management, 
good hosts” 

“great website for finding information485” 

7.4 Professional groups’ natural resources conclusi ons 
Professional groups were as much concerned about the management of public 
transport by Greater Wellington, as they were concerned about natural resource 
management.  They were also concerned about the implications upon the 
economy of greater natural resource protection. 

Despite their overall ambivalence, most of the professional groups included an 
evaluation of water quality in the waterways around the region.  Although 
some groups assessed water quality as adequate or good, other groups believed 
water quality to be poor in places.  With air quality, the groups were mixed in 
their assessments on whether improvements were needed or not.  The other 
natural resources were only commented upon by 1 or 2 of the groups. 

The professional groups would like more resource monitoring by Greater 
Wellington.  First of all, to establish base-line information for all the key 

                                                                                                                                               
478 Professional – Blue                    
479 Professional – Purple                    
480 Professional – Orange2 
481 Professional – Purple2 
482 Professional – Blue                    
483 Professional – Orange2                    
484 Professional – Purple                    
485 Professional – Orange2                    

Box 8. “Wuld like to 
applaud the council but 
without govt., economists 
and business 
communities getting 
aboard your wasting your 
time. With out their 
support it will be 
business as usual, and 
that can not be an option. 
Write to 
parliamentarians! The 
more letters they get the 
more they just may do 
something.” 
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resources in the region, secondly to identify trends and communicate this 
information as it is happening.  Consent holders wanted to know about any 
problem effects that they might have been creating early enough for them to 
take remedial action. 

Communication, education and advice, rather than rules,was important to the 
professional groups. 

8. Primary school natural resource results 
Two classes of 8 – 10 year olds from Owhiro Bay School were involved in the 
activities.  These classes divided into 23 groups and asked given two task: 

5. Draw and explain a ‘desirable future’ 

6. What can Greater Wellington do to reinforce the community’s efforts for improving 
the state of natural resources in our area? 

8.1 Desirable futures 
The ‘desirable futures’ drawn by the children were generally consistent.  They 
told a story of how humans are impacting on the nature environment and the 
need for change.   The drawings show an interconnected world where humans 
advance technologically and restore the natural environment. 

The common themes within the drawings were:  

• Enhanced natural habitats, particularly stream habitats, and an increase in the 
number of trees and bird, animal and fish populations. 

“plant more trees and plants”486  

“more trees for oxygen”487 

“each tree you take remake”488  

“we shouldn’t straighten the streams. Fish need pools, riffles, and runs”489 

“make more trees so insects will come and get eaten by birds and fish and 
stop polluting so we can see the water more clearly” 490 

                                                 
486 Owhiro Bay School – Rm3 – F  
487 Owhiro Bay School – Rm 3  
488 Owhiro Bay School – Rm 1 -2   
489 Owhiro Bay School – Rm 1 – 3  
490 Owhiro Bay School – Rm 3 – Sam and John  
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491 

• Varying modes of motorised transportation that used cleaner technologies, 
particularly solar power, and increasing use of bicycles.  These comments ranged 
from the realistic to the outright fanciful, for example:  

“flying cars of the future”492 

“hydrogen power plant-helps power cars in eco friendly way and is made 
from man made products so does not have to be mined” 493 

“solar powered planes”494 

 “this car runs on bananas so it does not pollute the air.  It also has a 
barbeque for toasting bananas.  After you’re done put the banana skins in 
the compost and it will recycle them.  This is different to normal cars 
because it will not pollute the air and it can fly.” 495  

“this is a bicycle with a cover and a baby seat. More bicycles”496
 

“bikes- cut down on fuel emissions”497 

                                                 
491 Owhiro Bay School – Rm 3 
492 Owhiro Bay School – B  
493 Owhiro Bay School – Soloman Feenstra 
494 Owhiro Bay School Rm 1 – 6  
495 Owhiro Bay School – Rm3 – C  
496 Owhiro Bay School – Avla and Christine 
497 Owhiro Bay School – Ben and Jack 
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• Increased use of renewable energy resources in the future.   In terms of power 
generation wind power dominated over solar power. 

“more windmills because there’s not a lot”498 

“solar power plant”499 

“windmills to generate power for homes”500 

Other themes included:  

• The effects of rubbish on the natural environment and the need to find alternative 
uses for rubbish. 

“rubbish maker you put your rubbish in for 5cents and it comes out as real 
food”501  

“put a lid over the public rubbish bins so rubbish doesn’t blow away into 
streams and animas can’t get into them.”502 

• The effects of pollution on natural habitats and native species. 

“reduce fishing and stop polluting so we can have more fish”503 

• The need for greater environmental awareness and understanding of the natural 
world. 

“be kind and caring and just say that you were the fish with the home how 
would you feel?”504  

“teach everyone what would happen”505 

• Concerns about the increasing population and the effects of humans on the natural 
world.   

“less people”506 

• The importance of landscape form and the impacts of urban development on this 
form. 

“less homes on hill because it destroys the hills”507  

“mountains, trees, clouds”508 

                                                 
498 Owhiro Bay School – Rm 3 - D 
499 Owhiro Bay School – Rm 1 – 10  
500 Owhiro Bay School – Rm 1 – 5   
501 Owhiro Bay School – A  
502 Owhiro Bay School – Rm 3 – D  
503 Owhiro Bay School – Rm 3 – D  
504 Owhiro Bay School – Rm 3 – C  
505 Owhiro Bay School – Rm 1 – 1  
506 Owhiro Bay School – Rm 3 – Ellen and Anna 
507 Owhiro Bay School – Room 3  
508 Owhiro Bay School – Rm 1 – 4  
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• The ability to grow your own food. 

“tips for healthy gardens and good plants”509 

• Developing new ways of building housing 

“people in our time make houses out of concrete we want to make them out 
of wood”510  

“flying houses with [dual incinerators], one for disposal and one for 
people who throw it out the window, smoke come back and fresh air tube 
and delivery by helicopters”511 

 

8.2 The role of Greater Wellington 
The groups saw Greater Wellington having a number of roles, including:  

• Protector and enforcer 

“stop fishing for banded kokopu and other fish”512 

“look after stream”513 

“don’t straighten streams”514  

                                                 
509 Owhir School – Rm 1 – 3  
510 Owhiro Bay School – Rm 1 – 2  
511 Owhiro Bay School – Rm 3 – E  
512 Owhiro Bay School – B  
513 Owhiro Bay School – Rm 3 – G  
514 Owhiro Bay School – Rm 3 – F  
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• Infrastructure provider 

“make cycle ways along the side of the road”515  

“build more wind turbines”516 

• Ecosystem restorer and enhancer 

“we can plant more trees all over the place”517  

“make more trees so insects will come and get eaten by birds, and fish and 
stop polluting so we can see the water more clearly” 518 

• technology developer 

“upgrade the cars more”519  

“building houses and flying cars of the future520 

8.3 Natural resource results 

8.3.1 Biodiversity management 
Management measures to protect and increase biodiversity values were 
mentioned by 20 groups.   The groups depicted a future which contained native 
trees, birds, fish, geckos, and insects.  This would be achieved by providing 
natural habitats for these species through various regulatory and non-regulatory 
measures.  For examples, riparian planting, restrictions on fishing, creation of 
sanctuaries, and increased compassion towards other species. 

“lots and lots of birds”521 

“reduce fishing and stop polluting so we can have more fish”522 

“make a stream sanctuary”523 

“be kind and caring and just say that you were the fish with the home how 
would you feel?”524 

8.3.2 Technology 
The role of technology in the future to reduce environmental pollution was 
stressed by 10 of the primary school groups.   

“clear hydrogen powered cars- eco friendly and do not have fumes that 
pollute”525 

                                                 
515 Owhiro Bay School – Ben  and Jack 
516 Owhiro Bay School – Room 3 
517 Owhiro Bay School – Ayla and Christine 
518 Owhiro Bay School – Rm 3 – Sam and John  
519 Owhiro Bay School – Rm1 – 10  
520 Owhiro Bay School – B 
521 Owhiro Bay School – B  
522 Owhiro Bay School – Rm 3 – D  
523 Owhiro Bay School – Ben and Jack  
524 Owhiro Bay School – Rm 3 – C  
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“flying cars used by fan under car and less pollution”526 

“leafs instead of paper, we could be using leaves for in our note books, etc”527 

8.3.3 Waterbodies and wetlands management 
Waterbody and wetland management was raised by 17 groups.  The groups 
saw stream quality in the future being able to support more fish and animal life.  
This would be achieved through riparian management, retaining the 
meandering nature of streams, and other important characteristics of streams 
such as riffles and pools. 

“we need more fish and plants in our 
stream”528 

“no more straightening streams”529 

“more animals in the stream”530 

“riffles, pool, run”531 

8.3.4 Air management 
The management of air was raised by 5 
groups of children.  Air was raised in two different contexts.  Firstly, that air is 
polluted through transportation emissions.  Secondly, that trees help clean the 
air.  

“clear hydrogen powered cars- eco friendly and do not have fumes that 
pollute”532 

“bikes- cut down on fuel emissions”533 

“lots of trees to help us breath and to pick healthy fruit” 534 

8.3.5 Coastline management 
The management of the region’s coastlines was raised by 6 groups of children.  
The comments stressed the need for a clean sea, without rubbish, that can 
supply humans and other animals with food.  There was also a strong emphasis 
on the need for more fish and a reduction in fishing. 

“don’t put rubbish in the stream and the sea”535 

“more sea worms for eels”536 

                                                                                                                                               
525 Owhiro Bay School – Solomon and Feenstra 
526 Owhiro Bay School – Rm 3  
527 Owhiro Bay School – Rm 1 – 5  
528 Owhiro Bay School – Rm 3  
529 Owhiro Bay School – Rm 3 – D  
530 Owhiro Bay School – Rm 3 – G  
531 Owhiro Bay School – Rm 1 – 4  
532 Owhiro Bay School – Soloman Feenstra 
533 Owhiro Bay School – Ben and Jack  
534 Owhiro Bay School – Rm 3 – C  
535 Owhiro Bay School – Rm 3 – C  

Box 10. “The question is “What 
is the best way for feedback and 
info to be collected from 
workshops?”  We found the youth 
is a captive audience that does 
not have much involvement in 
these issues, signs in universities 
and CDB to get info out there. 
And texting and email the youth 
would be quite helpful.” 
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“reduce fishing and stop polluting so we can have more fish”537 

“make something so that there is lots of food for sea”538  

“clean streams and sea”539 

8.3.6 Landscape management 
Landscape management was raised in 5 groups.  The groups saw landscapes as 
important with the biggest threat to landscape values being urban development.   

“less homes on hill because it destroys the hills”540 

“keep mountains”541 

8.3.7 Riparian protection 
Riparian management was raised by 6 groups.   The groups emphasised the 
need to plant more trees along the edges of streams.  The main benefit was seen 
to be the provision of shade.  Greater Wellington was identified as a body that 
could plant more trees. 

“flaxes- to stop [stream] edge from growing too high and to help stream 
life” 542 

“trees shading the stream- more shade”543 

“a lot more planting around streams”544 

“lots of shade because of the plants and trees”545 

8.3.8 Rubbish and recycling 
Rubbish was identified by 10 groups as an issue.  The main concepts expressed 
were:  

• the need to reduce the amount of rubbish and litter generated 
• the need to create of useful products from rubbish 

• ways to manage rubbish and litter 

“rubbish maker you put your rubbish in for 5cents and it comes out as real 
food”546 
 
“no more litter!!!!  more bins, don’t make plastic”547 

                                                                                                                                               
536 Owhiro Bay School – Rm 3 – Sam and John  
537 Owhiro Bay School – Rm 3 – D  
538 Owhiro Bay School – Rm 1 – 6  
539 Owhiro Bay School – Rm 1 – 8  
540 Owhiro Bay School – Rm 3  
541 Owhiro Bay School – Rm 3 – Ellen and Anna 
542 Owhiro Bay School – Soloman and Feenstra 
543 Owhiro Bay School – Ben and Jack  
544 Owhiro Bay School – Rm 3 – D  
545 Owhiro Bay School – Rm 3 – Sam and John  
546 Owhiro Bay School – A  
547 Owhiro Bay School – Ayla and Christine 
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“put a lid over the public rubbish bins so rubbish doesn’t blow away into 
streams and animal can’t get into them.”548 
 
“reduce, reuse, recycle, remake”549 
 
“rubbish tip under ground”550 

 
There was one comment relating to stormwater and no comments on sewage. 
 
“put all our rubbish in the bin and wash cars on the grass”551 
 

8.4 Primary school natural resources conclusions 

The natural resource priorities for the school children focused on restoration of 
the natural environment and the development of cleaner technologies.  The 
school children believed that technological advancement was a solution to 
environmental degradation alongside traditional restoration works such as 
native planting.    

 

 

                                                 
548 Owhiro Bay School – Rm 3 – D  
549 Owhiro Bay School – Rm 1 – 2  
550 Owhiro Bay School – Rm 1 – 8  
551 Owhiro Bay School – Ben and Jack 
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9. Mana whenua iwi natural resource results 

9.1 Mana whenua iwi background 
Mana whenua iwi examined natural resource management within its historical 
context and as a system linking the sea with the mountains.  A total of 11 
groups contributed to this section from specialist iwi-based workshops.  The 
results from the public workshop in Thorndon (held at Pipitea Marae) have 
been included in this section (as well as the general public section), because it 
included mostly iwi issues and there was not a separate workshop for the 
Taranaki hapu. 

9.2 Air 
Air quality was a concern for 6 groups.  They identified smog, smoke, traffic 
fumes and odours as issues for mana whenua iwi. 

“smog in winter time around local towns”552 

“air quality in Wainuiomata from fires is a concern553” 

“smoke and traffic fumes”554  

Poor air quality was linked to human health and a cause of chest infections (2 
groups). 

“chest illnesses from air quality in confined spaces” 555 

“M āori people are sensitive to health issues, …556” 

Odour from industries at Ngauranga Gorge, and Seaview was a concern for 2 
groups. 

“odour – Seaview and Waiu St.”557 

9.3 Biodiversity 
All the groups (12) were concerned about aspects of biodiversity.  Native bush 
cover on the hills and plains has been significantly reduced in area. As a 
consequence there has been reduced numbers of native birds observed and 
increased silt in the rivers and streams, destroying habitat in the waterways. 

“forest area reduced/gone”558 

“forest gone – birds gone559” 

                                                 
552 Kahungunu Rangitane – Tahi   
553 Waiwhetu Marae – 1  
554 Kahungunu Rangitane - Gold 
555 Porirua Marae 
556 Waiwhetu Marae – 2  
557 Waiwhetu Marae  
558 Gladstone Marae 
559 Pipitea Marae 
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“birds gone …”560 

Marae wanted Greater Wellington to work with communities to restore native 
forests (10 groups). 

“use of native [trees] as much as possible …561” 

“work from the top of the hills, restoring native [plants]562” 

“more nurseries growing locally563” 

In general, exotic animals and pests have destroyed habitats and displaced local 
species. 

“pest plants and animals (including birds) affecting bush biodiversity564” 

“lost most wetlands – those left are full of pest fish: lost the native fish.565” 

“loss of trees has destroyed habitat for birds … pests are killing the birds 
(kiwi)566”  

The different mana whenua iwi groups 
supported continued pest control for a range of 
pest species. 

“need ways of getting rid of pests …567” 

“stoats and possums … whalers brought rats 
… wild cats in the bush568” 

“… pest fish569” 

“deer, pigs … cluster flies570” 

“broom, gorse [and willow] in the river 
bed571” 

“allows weeds back in – gorse, ragwort, 
thistle572” 

                                                 
560 Gladstone Marae 
561 Pipitea Marae 
562 Poriua Marae  
563 Kahungunu Rangitane – Tahi                   
564 Kahungunu Rangitane – Tahi                   
565 Kahungunu Rangitane – Tahi                   
566 Gladestone Marae – Rimu  
567 Kahangunu Rangtane – 1  
568 Porirua 
569 Kahungunu Rangitane – Rua  
570 Kahungunu Rangitane – Tahi                   
571 Gladestone Marae – Rua 
572 Gladestone Marae – Rimu  

Box 11. “Tena koutou katoa … 
we don't think that things are so 
bad, because we have people like 
you that care about the 
environment and are willing to 
meet here to start a discussion.  
We thought if we could change 
the way that we thought about 
the environment so instead of 
thinking about it in 
compartments we could think of 
it as a whole; that would help us 
go forward in terms of the 
relationship we have with our 
environment. 
We say, we are descended from 
the earth and sky, and that is our 
heritage, when we desecrate that 
we are desecrating ourselves. 
Our harbour can feed everyone 
[in the area].  It is a sad thing 
that people think of going to Pak 
& Save instead of looking to our 
harbours as a food source.” 
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Although pest control was supported, mana whenua iwi encouraged the use of 
trapping as the preferred control method (6 groups).  Chemical controls were 
considered to be outside their cultural preferences and likely to lead to soil and 
water contamination. 

“all natural - no pesticides or herbicides573” 

“train people to lay traps and stunning … to replace 1080574” 

“the Māori way is to use traps for pest control575” 

“leaving gorse is better than allowing chemicals into the soil576” 

“watercress used to be everywhere, not good to eat watercress if you don’t 
know where it has come from, especially if you have to buy it.  Don’t know if it 
is contaminated with sprays.”577 

A couple of groups valued the employment opportunities that trapping could 
provide. 

“want more young men employed as pest control578” 

“jobs in possum hunting instead of 1080579” 

Manu whenua iwi would like to see the development of indigenous forestry. 

“E.T.S. for native trees”580 

“maybe indigenous trees for forestry581” 

People noted (6 groups) that the number of native birds appeared to be 
increasing in urban areas due to the increased planting of native trees.  

“urban revegetation has improved bird life582” 

“lots of pigeons, tuis, bellbirds, waxeyes, kingfishers583”  

9.4 Coastline management 
The coastal area has always been an important source of kai moana (food from 
the sea) for mana whenua iwi (10 groups).   

“Porirua harbour and kai moana gave Ngāti Toa its mana – it was known for 
kai moana at hui.  The objective within 10 years is to be able to collect kai 

                                                 
573 Gladestone Marae – Tahi  
574 Kahungunu Rangitane – 1  
575 Waiwhetu Marae – 2  
576 Porirua Marae  
577 Gladstone Marae 
578 Waiwhetu Marae – 2  
579 Kahungunu Rangitane – 1  
580 Kahungunu Rangitane – Rua  
581 Gladestone Marae – Tahi  
582 Pipitea Marae 
583 Gladestone Marae – Tahi  
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moana from Porirua Harbour again584” 

The threats to the coastal areas include: dredging, sand mining, vehicles driving 
over sand dunes, coastal erosion, and difficulties of access. 

“endemic species threatened by sand mining in coastal habitat585” 

“dredge waste586” 

“protection of dunes from vehicles587” 

“coastal erosion of Ngawi, losing homes and loss of significant sites588” 

“some farmers blocking access to the coast …589” 

Problems have been caused by removing coastal bush, increasing litter and 
more stony beaches. 

“need more bush at the coast … too much litter at the coast … coast is more 
stony than sandy590”  

Greater Wellington can use local information to supplement its science. 

“correct misinformation describing Cook Straight current for resource 
consents591” 

“increase accessibility to all Wairarapa beaches592” 

“coastal planting by communities593” 

Interpretation signs outlining the local history are suggested for some coastal 
areas. 

“Mataikona – plaques/notices (something that can last) for wahi tapu with 
story so people know why it’s important”594 

9.5 Fishing 
All the groups (12) were concerned at the loss of fishing in fresh water, 
estuaries and in the sea.   

“used to be more tuna, watercress in waterways595” 

“not many eels or koura in Makara Stream, “haven’t seen a koura in years” – 

                                                 
584 Porirua Marae  
585 Pipitea Marae 
586 Pipitea Marae 
587 Kahungunu Rangitane – Tahi  
588 Kahungunu Rangitane- Tahi  
589 Gladstone Marae- Rua  
590 Gladstone Marae – Wha  
591 Pipitea Marae 
592 Gladstone Marae – Wha  
593 Pipitea Marae 
594 Gladstone Marae 
595 Gladstone Marae – Tonu  
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no one talks about them anymore596” 

“lamprey eel, conger eel and pipis were important resources … no longer 
available597” 

“freshwater mussels and white bait gone 20-30 years ago” 

Participants considered that pollution and overfishing were contributing to the 
problem. 

“lead levels in harbour so high can’t collect shellfish” 

“Waiwhetu stream had yellow-eyed mullet spawning habitat598” 

“exclusion of commercial eel fishers from areas599” 

“cut back on Total Available Commercial Catch (TACC) of commercial fishers 
600” 

“commercial fishing affected availability of kai601” 

“stop commercial fishing – restrict602” 

As well as reducing pollution and overfishing, Greater Wellington could 
improve fish access to waterways. 

“retrofitting barriers i.e. culverts to allow fish passage pay for with general 
rates”603 

9.6 Mahinga kai – food from community gardens 
The problem for mana whenua iwi is that people are now unfamiliar with the 
sources of their food and natural remedies and how to grow harvest or hunt 
their own (12 groups). 

“kept a cow and chooks … used to go hunting for duck and pukeko eggs604” 

“everyone only went for a feed – took only enough605” 

 “gardening knowledge went with urbanisation606” 

“too easy to go to supermarkets607” 

                                                 
596 Gladstone Marae – Rua  
597 Waiwhetu Marae – 2  
598 Pipitea Marae 
599 Waiwhetu Marae – 1  
600 Kahungunu Rangitane – 1  
601 Gladstone Marae – Tahi  
602 Gladstone Marae – Tahi  
603 Waiwhetu Marae 
604 Gladstone Marae – Wha  
605 Gladstone Marae – Rua  
606 Waiwhetu Marae – 2  
607 Gladstone Marae – Rua  
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“people now go to the market to buy puha!608” 

“values of mahinga kai verses going to the shops609” 

 “need sustainable strategies for rongoā, i.e. cultural harvesting610” 

Greater Wellington can provide marae with land so that they can become self-
sufficient for food. 

“land for horticulture so marae can be self-sustainable with artesian water for 
gardens611” 

“gifting of land to enable restoration and market gardens … also enable self-
sufficiency … in a natural disaster also612” 

“cultural harvesting needs to be taught613” 

“M āori can be involved in management strategies for rongoā614” 

“assistance for marae communities to know what to grow where615” 

“people on marae could use public land for gardening and public good616” 

“want to be able to harvest from land under our authority617” 

9.7 Soils and land management 
Soil issues concerned 10 of the groups.  Land use has changed remarkably 
from when community gardens were grown by Māori, often along waterways, 
with fruit trees, peas, corn and potatoes. 

“manuka scrub areas were good for soil intactness”618 

“peas and corn grown on land for food”619 

“various gardens fed the community –shared 
around”620 

Today, the land is farmed, in lifestyle blocks 
or on urban subdivisions.  The lifestyle 
blocks have few fruit trees and there is a lack 
of control on both the number of farms and 
the number of cows allowed on farms.  

                                                 
608 Porirua Marae 
609 Waiwhetu Marae – 2  
610 Pipitea Marae 
611 Waiwhetu Marae – 2  
612 Waiwhetu Marae – 1  
613 Waiwhetu Marae – 2  
614 Pipitea Marae 
615 Kahungunu Rangitane – Tahi  
616 Waiwhetu Marae – 2  
617 Waiwhetu Marae – 2  
618 Kahungunu Rangitane – Tahi                   
619 Gladstone Marae 
620 Waiwhetu Marae 

Box 12. “Actively elicit input 
from public, broad 
representation. Create true 
integrated resource 
management, co-govt 
structure with iwi, going 
through different levels 
management, Māori 
perspective to develop 
threshold, environment and 
cultural.”  
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“lifestyle blocks.  No fruit trees”621 

“control number of farms, cows”622 

“use an effective 3 stage sediment trap” 

The cumulative effect of these land use changes has affected soil health, and 
waterways.  The introduction of species like pines has increased the area of 
acidic soils and reduced biodiversity.  

“nitrates in water ways result of land use”623 

“introduction of sprays affected soil quality624” 

“soils: groundcover is clothing for papatuanuku, no more pine trees [because 
they have] long term effects on soil (acidic)625”  

“…  areas planted in pines reduced biodiversity it is hard to grow anything 
else”626 

“hills sliding away in landslips627” 

“loss of topsoil, there used to be a lot more places suitable for growing food, 
there seems to have been a loss of top soil628” 

“soil or whenua – no chemicals … spraying … topdressing farms629” 

There are opportunities to work with marae to restore and replant areas 

“community involvement to replant natives: give people the tools”630 

“planting natives for restoration631” 

“apply a care group model on a marae or rohe scale632”  

9.8 Landscape 
Mana whenua iwi in 8 groups identified two aspects landscapes of particular 
importance to them. Firstly, their Turangawaewae (places to stand) including 
the ridgelines and mountain tops.  Secondly, the wāhi tapu (sacred places) 
including urupā (burial sites) that provide an ancestral connection to the land (5 
groups).  

“Cape Palliser – landscape still good”633 

                                                 
621 Gladstone Marae 
622 Kahungunu Rangitane Group One 
623 Kahungunu Rangitane – Rua  
624 Porirua Marae  
625 Kahungunu Rangitane – Tahi  
626 Kahungunu Rangitane – Tahi  
627 Gladstone Marae – Rua  
628 Gladstone Marae – Toru  
629 Gladstone Marae – Rimu  
630 Porirua Marae 
631 Kahungunu Rangitane – Tahi  
632 Waiwhetu Marae – 1  
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 “whole landscape has been altered634” 

“ridge lines tops Turangawaiwai → mountains = place to stand635” 

“no development wanted on hill tops”636 

“new building over wāhi tapu637” 

“urupa important part of landscape → identifying ancestral connection to 
land638” 

“mātaikon – plaques and notices for wāhi tāpu with a story so that people 
know why its important639” 

The groups wished to be involved in processes to identify significant 
landscapes e.g. areas to be protected from wind turbines. 

“protection of historic sites, wāhi tāpu640” 

“being involved in letting councils know what is important and needs 
protecting i.e. landscapes, turbines”641 

“more weight needs to be given to environmental effects of proposals – too 
much given to economic benefits642”  

9.9 Riparian plantings 
Riparian management was discussed by 7 groups.  A lack of riparian fencing 
and planting was leading to waterway problems. 

“need to install a riparian zone between pines and streams to prevent 
poisoning streams643” 

“lack of riparian planting on farmland644” 

“farmers should fence streams (exclude stock)”645 

“water temperatures are too high because of a lack of riparian shade – 
impacting upon stream biota646” 

The groups supported GW encouragement of riparian planting. 

                                                                                                                                               
633 Gladstone Marae 
634 Porirua Marae  
635 Kahungunu Rangitane – Tahi  
636 Kahungunu Rangitane – Rua  
637 Porirua Marae  
638 Kahungunu Rangitane – Tahi  
639 Gladstone Marae – Rimu  
640 Porirua Marae  
641 Kahungunu Rangitane – Tahi  
642 Waiwhetu Marae – 1  
643 Pipitea Marae 
644 Kahungunu Rangitane – 1  
645 Gladstone Marae 
646 Kahungunu Rangitane – Tahi 
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“need riparian planting to return pool depth, reduce water temperatures and 
provide habitat647” 

“flax next to stream; then medicinal shrubs for health; then native trees; gates 
for public access along streams and rivers”648 

“re-forestation with natives of the hills and Hutt River, e.g. Kahikatea will help 
to improve hydrological processes also”649 

“encourage riparian planting through subsidies650”  

Such plantings, as has occurred at Papawai, have multiple benefits e.g. they 
attract native birds, provide shade and so reduce the water temperature, 
encourages the development of pools and the planting of species such as 
Kahikatea improves hydrological processes. 

“Papawai have been cleaning up stream and replanting need more of that”651 

9.10 Rubbish and recycling 
Manu whenua iwi wish to see recycling encouraged and reduced volumes of 
rubbish and litter entering water ways.  Rubbish in waterways makes it 
unpleasant to swim in. 

“have a goal of zero rubbish in the community652” 

“encourage recycling653” 

“stop rubbish going in water e.g. plastics654” 

“not nice to swim in river – rubbish”655 

The cost of rubbish bags and tip fees is encouraging people to dispose of 
rubbish either by burying or dumping it along the roadside.  Some groups 
believe that by-laws and fines needed to be introduced to control litter. 
Companies such as McDonalds could be charged for all of the rubbish they 
generate. 

“charge McDonalds for “their” litter” 656 

“more free rubbish days657” 

“cant afford rubbish bags, so I bury my rubbish …658” 

                                                 
647 Waiwhetu Marae – 1  
648 Gladstone Marae 
649 Waiwhetu Marae 
650 Kahungunu Rangitane – Tahi  
651 Gladstone Marae 
652 Pipitea Marae 
653 Gladstone Marae - Tahi 
654 Gladstone Marae – Tahi  
655 Gladstone Marae 
656 Kahungunu Rangitane Group One 
657 Kahungunu Rangitane – Rua  
658 Kahungunu Rangitane – Rua  
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“need bylaws on littering659” 

“tip too dear – people are dumping on the roadside”660 

9.11 Stormwater, wastewater and infrastructure 
Stormwater was directly related to urban development by 5 groups.  Run-off 
from industrial areas has polluted streams such as the Waiwhetu causing losses 
to the ecosystem which used to be a local source of water cress. 

“subdivisions increasing stormwater661” 

“provide solutions to clean up stormwater before it enters the harbour662” 

“lack of maintenance of infrastructure e.g. stormwater and waste water663” 

“urban industrial effects – discharges causing loss of ecosystems and marine 
life” 664 

“stop sediments at source”665 

“Naenae industrial area – impacts on Waiwhetu stream” 666 

The disposal of sewage to either land or water requires consultation with 
Māori.  They want to see sewage being stopped from ever being discharged to 
rivers.  

“have a good sewage system – don’t do it on the cheap” 667 

“stop sewage going in river”668 

“infrastructure – ensure there is planning for future development eg. 
sewage669” 

“disposal of sewage on land and sea requires consultation with Māori” 670 

9.12 Freshwater 
Freshwater is a taonga, it has values and importance to mana whenua iwi 
across the region (12 groups).  It is used for drinking, food, and recreation. 

“water - value, taonga, ownership understanding”671 

“clean and untreated water for drinking …672” 
                                                 
659 Kahungunu Rangitane – 1  
660 Gladstone Marae – Rua  
661 Pipitea Marae 
662 Porirua Marae  
663 Waiwhetu Marae – 1  
664 Waiwhetu Marae 
665 Waiwhetu Marae 
666 Waiwhetu Marae 
667 Gladstone Marae 
668 Gladstone Marae 
669 Porirua Marae 
670 Waiwhetu Marae 
671 Waiwhetu Marae 
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“Waiwhetu: used to be watercress that could be gathered673” 

“more swimming holes then674” 

The hydrology of the region’s water ways has changed due to a variety of 
reasons including deforestation, the increased number of takes of both 
groundwater and rivers and runoff from urban and rural land.  

“Waiohine River at SH bridge used to be a great swimming spot – gravel 
extraction changed hydrology of river – now very shallow” 675 

“changes in hydrology as a result of deforestation by the crown”676 

Streams have dried up and this has resulted in increased slime, cyanobacteria, 
lack of species such as koura and a lack of groundwater at local marae.  

“streams dried up”677 

“Hutt River: dams, water take increase”678 

“how does water take affect rivers?”679 

“rivers drying up → irrigation and bulldozers in river”680 

“more slime/yuck in water”681 

“groundwater management: meters needed, restrictions needed during drought 
times: affects other peoples’ bores”682 

“low flows contributing to cyanobacteria growths”683 

“against any reduction in flow in the Hutt River”684 

                                                                                                                                               
672 Pipitea Marae 
673 Waiwhetu Marae – 2  
674 Kahungunu Rangitane – Rua  
675 Gladstone Marae 
676 Waiwhetu Marae 
677 Gladstone Marae 
678 Waiwheteu Marae 
679 Kanungunu Rangitane – Rua  
680 Gladstone Marae 
681 Gladstone Marae 
682 Gladstone Marae 
683 Waiwhetu Marae 
684 Waiwhetu Marae 
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Improvements in water quality are expected to result in increased food 
harvesting yields.  Where the freshwater is polluted, visual rather than written 
warning signs could be posted.   

“algal blooms better signage - descriptive children (visual)” 

“Wardell’s Bridge: visual signs to identity hazards” 685 
“improve water quality, might have more kai”686 

Wetlands were important to 6 groups.  It was considered that the area in 
swamps and wetlands had plummeted due to widespread drainage.  

“draining [too many] wetlands687” 

“lost most of wetlands – those left full of pest fish, lost native fish”688 

“few swamps, the land has been drained689” 

“Iwi want to improve Wairarapa Moana690” 

9.13 Public water supply 
The artesian water supply in the Hutt Valley and the public water supply in 
Carterton were rated highly. Masterton public water supply was rated as poor.  

“Marae wants artesian water because it tastes better” 691 

“Carterton water supply good”692 

There is concern at the volume of water that is used with a suggestion that 
water meters could be introduced so people value water. Residential water tank 
collections are suggested. Water should not be taken in one area and taken to 
another area. 

“have water meters so that people can see the value” 693 

“residential water tank collection “694 

“concerned about whether water will be taken to other areas”695 

9.14 Flooding and river control  
Flooding and flood control activities concerned 6 groups.  Not everybody 
agreed that flooding had got worse. 

                                                 
685 Kahungunu Rangitane – Rua  
686 Gladstone Marae 
687 Waiwhetu Marae – 1  
688 Kahungunu Rangitane – Tahi  
689 Gladstone Marae – Tahi  
690 Gladstone Marae – Tahi  
691 Waiwhetu Marae 
692 Gladstone Marae 
693 Waiwhetu Marae 
694 Kahungunu Rangitane – Ian  
695 Waiwhetu Marae 
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“flooding has increased due to sedimentation696” 

“years ago, no really big floods697” 

“… floods are not as high any more (stop-banks stop water going over the 
paddocks)698” 

“more silt in flood water now, more silt left on paddocks after floods699” 

River control activities to reduce the likelihood of flooding have removed 
natural processes from the river and changed the channel morphology. 

“flood protection activities is losing habitat for fish and whitebait700” 

“flood protection activities removing natural processes of river701” 

“gravel extraction has changed the [Ruamahanga] River, now it is shallow702” 

“every winter some houses driveways flood because of a piping mistake – 
Council didn’t listen703” 

“meanders allowed silt to be deposited along the length of streams, now all 
falls out in the harbour704” 

“lack of meanders in the river – constrained to allow for land development705” 

The mana whenua iwi groups wanted to see the rivers be allowed to wander, 
and more restoration works commenced in the headwaters.  More consultation 
with Iwi would assist them to protect their values. 

“royalties from gravel take”706 

“more public consultation on river and streams, lake work”707 

“let the river wander”708 

9.15 Natural hazards 
Coastal erosion, fault lines, flooding and climate change are some of the 
natural hazards recognised by 3 different groups.  Mana whenua iwi suggest 
that they can offer advice on dangerous places and previous history. 

“fault lines” 709 

                                                 
696 Porirua Marae 
697 Gladstone Marae – Rua  
698 Gladstone Marae – Toru  
699 Gladstone Marae - Toru 
700 Porirua Marae  
701 Waiwhetu Marae – 1  
702 Gladstone Marae - Toru 
703 Porirua Marae 
704 Porirua Marae  
705 Waiwhetu – 1  
706 Kahungunu Rangitane – 1  
707 Kahungunu Rangitane – Rua  
708 Gladstone Marae 
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“loss of wetlands at Ngāti Toa domain results in flooding and increased 
sedimentation”710 

“appreciate Māori values/history”711 

“refer and talk to iwi (kaianga) about local dangerous spots and history”712 

9.16 Education and training for mana whenua iwi 
Mana whenua groups (7) encouraged Greater Wellington to establish 
community education and training courses. 

“increase funding and support for community training in environmental 
issues713” 

“kaitiaki training – through iwi- council partnerships714” 

“education – teaching our children from our experiences715” 

“education: youth programmes to assist in environmental 
enhancement/restoration …716” 

“young people learn skills that can be applied in other areas of resource use … 
working in the bush and teaching young people to respect what is there717” 

 

                                                                                                                                               
709 Kahungunu Rangitane – Rua  
710 Porirua Marae  
711 Kahungunu Rangitane – 1  
712 Gladstone Marae 
713 Pipitea Marae 
714 Pipitea Marae 
715 Kahungunu Rangitane – Tahi  
716 Kahungunu Rangitane – Tahi  
717 Waiwhetu Marae – Toru  
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9.17 Mana whenua iwi natural resources conclusions 
Mana whenua iwi examined natural resource management within its historical 
context and as a system linking the sea with the mountains. 

All the groups were concerned about aspects of biodiversity and felt that native 
bush cover on the hills and plains had been significantly reduced in area.  As a 
consequence of the loss in bush cover, there had been reduced numbers of 
native birds observed and increased silt in the rivers and streams, destroying 
habitat in the waterways.  The workshop groups wanted Greater Wellington to 
work with local communities to restore native forests. 

Different mana whenua iwi groups supported continued pest control for a range 
of pest species.  Although they felt that pest control was needed, mana whenua 
iwi encouraged the use of trapping as the preferred control method.  Chemical 
controls were considered to be outside their cultural preferences and likely to 
lead to soil and water contamination. 

The coastal area has always been an important source of kai moana (food from 
the sea) for mana whenua iwi.  All the groups were concerned at the loss of 
fishing in fresh water, estuaries and in the sea.  Participants considered that 
pollution and overfishing were contributing to the problem.  Other threats to 
coastal areas include dredging, sand mining, vehicles driving over sand dunes, 
coastal erosion, and difficulties of access. 

Freshwater was used for drinking, food, and recreation.  As a taonga it had 
values and importance to mana whenua iwi across the whole region. 

The iwi groups considered that the hydrology of the region’s water ways had 
changed over time, due to a variety of reasons including deforestation, the 
increased number of takes of both groundwater and rivers and runoff from 
urban and rural land.  Some streams had dried up and this had resulted in 
increased slime, cyanobacteria, lack of species such as koura and a lack of 
groundwater at local marae.  

Any improvements in water quality were expected to result in increased food 
harvesting yields from freshwater species.   

Stormwater was directly related to urban development by a number of groups.  
This included run-off from industrial areas that had polluted streams such as 
the Waiwhetu causing losses to the ecosystem which once had been used as a 
source of watercress amongst other things. 

The disposal of sewage to either land or water requires consultation with 
Māori.  They wanted to see sewage being stopped from ever being discharge to 
rivers.  

Soil issues concerned a number of mana whenua groups.  Land use has 
changed remarkably from when community gardens were grown by Māori, 
often along waterways, with fruit trees, peas, corn and potatoes.  Today, the 
land is farmed, in lifestyle blocks or become urban subdivisions.  The lifestyle 
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blocks have few fruit trees and there is a lack of control on both the number of 
farms and the number of animals being grazed on farms.  

The cumulative effect of these land use changes has negatively affected both 
soil health, and water quality.  The problem for mana whenua iwi was that their 
own people were now unfamiliar with the sources of their food.  People had 
fewer skills to find and prepare culturally based natural remedies or to grow 
harvest or hunt for their own food.  Mana whenua groups encouraged Greater 
Wellington to establish community education and training courses.  Greater 
Wellington could provide marae with access to public land so that they could 
become self-sufficient for food. 

Mana whenua iwi in a number of groups identified two aspects landscapes of 
particular importance to them. These were firstly, their turangawaewae (places 
to stand) including the ridgelines and mountain tops.  Secondly, the wāhi tapu 
(sacred places) including urupā (burial sites) that provide an ancestral 
connection to the land.  The mana whenua iwi groups wished to be involved in 
processes to identify significant landscapes e.g. areas to be protected from 
wind turbines. 

The artesian water supply in the Hutt Valley and the public water supply in 
Carterton were rated highly.  Masterton public water supply was rated as poor.  

There was concern at the volume of water that was used with a suggestion that 
water meters could be introduced so people value water.  Residential water 
tank collections are suggested.  

The mana whenua iwi groups wanted to see the rivers be allowed to wander, 
and more restoration works be commenced in the headwaters.  Flooding and 
flood control activities concerned a number of groups.  River control activities 
to reduce the likelihood of flooding had removed natural processes from the 
river and changed the channel morphology.  Not everybody agreed that 
flooding had got worse. 

Addressing these issues would be assisted by 
Greater Wellington having more consultation with 
iwi so that together they could protect their values. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Box 13. “…in terms of what 
is GW’s role, it is find out 
best practice and may be 
what is happening in other 
areas with similar problems. 
Then take that info back to 
local communities so they 
know what they can do 
themselves in that area.” 
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10. Online survey natural resource results 
The online survey was started by 851 respondents.  These respondents were 
asked a number of questions about the state and management of natural 
resources in their area.  The natural resources were broken into categories: 

• Soils 

• Waterways, wetlands and lakes 

• Coastal and marine areas 

• Air quality 

• Biological diversity – plants, birds, lizards, fish, insects 

Firstly, the respondents were asked to score the state of each resource on a 1 – 
10 scale (1 being very poor condition and 10 being very good condition).   The 
results from this question are provided in the report entitled ‘What’s Your 
View about our Environment? He aha öu whakaaro e pä ana kit e taiao’, dated 
December 2010718. 

The respondents were than asked their views on the state of these resources, 
whether they are getting better or worse and what they thought Greater 
Wellington could do to assist the community to improve them.  The following 
is an analysis of these comments.  

The limitation of the online survey was that the respondents were asked about 
five specific natural resource areas which channelled their thinking towards 
these five areas.   However, there were a number of additional areas of concern 
to a number of the respondents these included:  

• Urban discharges of stormwater and sewerage 

• Riparian management 

• Rubbish and composting 

10.1 Air quality management 

The online survey respondents followed the same thinking as the public 
workshop participants in respect of air management.   

The main issues related to air quality were wood burners in the urban areas and 
vehicle emissions.   To address these issues the respondents identified a 
number of responses, both regulatory and non-regulatory.   

Concerns about the impacts of wood burners on air quality were raised by 30 of 
the respondents. 

                                                 
718 http://www.gw.govt.nz/workshop-report/ 
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“Stop wood burners. On still night the smoke builds up in stokes valley and 
permeates thought out the house” 

“Winter is a problem with fires, especially on days of no or low speed wind. I 
don’t know what the council can do but obviously some fires are not efficient.” 

“More information campaigns about what you should and shouldn't burn in a 
wood burner i.e. NO green wood or plastics.  I frequently walk past smoking 
chimneys where it is clear that these are being burnt” 

“Support people insulating their homes and heating them in a less polluting 
manner, decongest” 

“Ban open fires in houses- they are inefficient & useless & expensive for the 
heat output” 

The impacts of vehicle emissions were raised by 37 respondents. 

“Our building, at Girton Terrace, is covered in black particulates from 
pollution from cars. We need to use net curtains to catch as many particulates 
as possible to prevent breathing it in or settling on furniture and carpets. I'd 
like the council to work with central govt to ensure that car, bus, and truck 
exhausts emit as few particulates as is practically possible.” 

“Develop a transport policy that improves air quality - the main cause of air 
pollution in Wellington is motorised traffic and Wellington is one of the cities 
in the world best suited to sustainable transport but the Regional Council 
transport planners seem to lack even a basic understanding of sustainable 
transport.” 

“Outlaw open fireplaces and put in airsheds for PM10 and VOX, NOX and 
GHGs. Outlaw buses, couriers and trucks from idling in the region - it could 
save tens of millions, and 100s of tons of GHGs.” 

“We need more people taking public transport to reduce the pollution (and 
emissions) coming from private vehicles.  I think that GW should work with 
WCC to introduce a congestion charge in Wellington city centre, thereby 
encouraging more people to use public and active modes of transport to access 
the CBD.” 

The health effects associated with poor air quality was a concern for 14 
respondents. 

“Ban (or at least restrict) open fires and woodburners! Even if there is a 
southerly and there is only one row of houses next to the sea you can really get 
trouble breathing or at least really feel and smell it. That is one major course 
of respiratory disease - especially in children.2) another major source is cars - 
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people should not be allowed to let their engine running while parking etc. - 
this especially goes for the diesel bus drivers! How can they sit there and let 
the diesel engine run for 10 minutes or more while taking a break! They should 
be fined. Letting your engine run should be prohibited.3) I live near the airport 
which comes with its own problems - but I couldn't think of anything the 
council could do regarding that.” 

“Tight laws for industry. In Newtown I had to make complaints because I could 
smell toxic fumes from a car repaint shop in my house and I was pregnant!!!! 
Nothing was done. I moved.” 

In conclusion, the effects of inefficient wood burners and vehicle emissions on 
air quality were a concern to some of the respondents.   The upgrading of 
existing wood burners and increased use of public transportation was seen to be 
the responsibility of the general community.  Greater Wellington’s role was to 
encourage, incentivise and educate the public in these actions, as well as 
regulate these activities. 

10.2 Coastline management 

The underlying values for managing the coastline were also similar to those 
identified by the general public workshop participants.  These included 
swimming, fishing, relaxing, and enjoying the naturalness.  The biggest threats 
to these activities were seen to be sewerage, stormwater, development, over 
fishing, and rubbish. 

“I regularly swim, surf and dive in the area as well as other parts of the 
harbour and south coast. Often you can smell sewage and taste it too. Even if 
you run around the coast you can get whiffs of sewage smells in place.” 

“Make Petone beach a more attractive recreation area for the public by 
ensuring water quality to be safe for swimming and reducing the traffic along 
the esplanade.  Build a safe cyclepath for all to enjoy the coastline around the 
harbour.” 

“Increase the amount of basic amenities at beaches etc such as rubbish bins, 
toilets (at more popular locations) to reduce rubbish litter along with 
interpretive signage that explains what lives here/geology etc of the location.” 

“The great scandal in the Wellington region is the sewage routinely running 
into Wellington harbour after heavy rain etc., in floods. The E.coli count in 
shellfish is a disgrace on a national scale, particularly as many Polynesian 
people (I assume new residents of NZ) still collect cockles and mussels to eat, 
from inner harbour areas such as Lowry Bay (where I observe them often). 
These people SHOULD be able to eat seafood safely!” 

“Our coastal areas need greater protection from over fishing and pollution. 
The two Marine reserves already present in our region are a great start, but 
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are not nearly sufficient to secure this resource and natural landscape for 
future generations.” 

“There seems to be sewage problems on some beaches, leading to closures” 

“Smelly pipe empties into Evans Bay by the marina - making the beach dodgy. 
I would like to see the public graphically informed about the quality of the 
beaches and shallow areas and the route of wastes from our houses into those 
waterways and what various household products do to the beaches/ harbour/ 
marine life.” 

“Also, protect our wild beaches from development, and look after our marine 
reserve.” 

“Rubbish is a big problem at lyall bay beach 
it's very gross. More bins around the sea side 
and possible more warning signs about 
rubbish dumping and fines” 

Access to the coastline was commented upon 
by 9 respondents.  They considered access to 
be relatively good but wanted improvements 
to the existing access arrangements which 
involved more clearly defining where access 
and parking areas are located to avoid people 
accessing the beach from all directions.  

“Encourage city councils to make parking only ok in defined areas rather than 
driving right onto the shingle” 

“Put stronger support behind the Great Harbour Way so people can access the 
whole coast and love it even more!” 

“A lot of the coastline is being improved with opportunities for people to 
interact with the shoreline and I would like to see this improved further with 
more parking for people to easily pull up at the coast, ease of access to 
beaches and shorelines and infrastructure aimed at encouraging people 
towards shorelines (e.g. parking/micro retail/dunes as opposed to seawalls).” 

The benefits associated with the establishment of marine reserves were 
commented on by 29 respondents.  These respondents also requested 
enlargement of existing reserves and the establishment of new reserves. 

“Make the entire south coast a marine reserve and start treating it as the 
taonga it is” 

“What about promoting Matiu as a potential marine reserve, it occupies a 
prime location in the Harbour, so great opportunity to raise awareness.” 

Box 14. “ Think about the 
people that fit in town the 
environment and have whole 
approach of all problems 
then look back and think 
what do we actually want 
for kids and grandkids. 
Have 10, 20, 30 yr plan.  
Get away from stuff we 
know and think about vision 
for future.  Long term 
planning for people and 
environment will fit around 
it, but its about people.”  
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“It is great that wellington now has a marine reserve. It would be great 
however if it was larger, as this would mean that it could have more of an 
effect in increasing the biodiversity of the marine area.” 

“Taputeranga Marine Reserve is great but I wish it were longer. Water quality 
is wellington Harbour is better than 20 years ago. Porirua harbour? Of course 
we would like the Regional Council to support local initiatives.” 

Restoration of the coastal environment was a priority of 25 respondents.  It was 
seen to be the responsibility of both the community and Greater Wellington.  
Greater Wellington had the responsibility to encourage, educate and assist 
financially were possible, whilst, the community undertook the work. 

“Organise & fund, with assistance from community (and local TAs), clean up 
of beaches and restoration/enhancement planting of dune and coastal 
vegetation.” 

“Continue education in schools about the environment and importance of dune 
care.” 

“GW should look to work with these groups more and continue to educate the 
benefits of dune building through planting etc” 

The need to protect the coastal environment was also raised by a number of 
respondents. The role of Greater Wellington was seen to be one of both a 
facilitator/educator and a regulator. 

“Encourage communities to take ownership for protection and stewardship of 
coastal and marine environments in their local area.” 

“Establish and implement full plans, together with coastal communities and 
interest groups, to further protect coastal areas at a time when climate change 
is expected to begin to threaten their survival, viability and on-going health.” 

“Establish and maintain buffer zones around sensitive coastlines - for example 
the two major estuaries near Tawa have suffered from surrounding 
development.” 

“A consistent regional approach to water quality.  Quantitative and explicit 
standards and requirements for water quality and coastal environmental 
monitoring.” 

In conclusion, the respondents enjoyed the use of the region’s coastlines for a 
variety of recreational purposes.  The biggest threats to these activities were 
seen to be sewerage, stormwater, development, over fishing, and rubbish.  
Protection of the coastline and restoration of degraded areas were important.  
Greater Wellington had the responsibility to control certain activities and 
encourage, educate and assist financially restoration were possible, whilst, the 
community undertook the work. 
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10.3 Soil management 

The state and/or management of the region’s soils was commented on by 92 
respondents.  The main issues were considered to be soil erosion, silt and 
sedimentation, soil health and contamination.    

Soil erosion and conservation was raised by 32 respondents.  The need to retain 
soils and stabilise erosion prone land was stressed.  Greater Wellington was to 
educate and incentivise planting erosion prone areas.  Water quality and 
productive capacity were both seen to benefit from soil conservation.  

“Promote the use of ground stabilising vegetation in areas where soil erosion 
or slippage occur” 

“The soil needs to be retained better to stop it falling into the Pauatahanui 
Inlet and 'sooting' the waters” 

“More riparian planting (of natives such as flax) to reduce nutrification of 
waterways and to stabilise banks. Returning of steep hill country back to forest 
to prevent erosion.” 

“Provide incentives to residents living near rivers and other high erosion 
areas in the way of free plants and advice on planting.” 

“Greater Wellington provides assistance and information on the importance of 
maintaining topsoils in an urban environment for erosion prevention, water 
quality and for maintaining health plant growth and soil ecosystems. 
Encourage require the adequate separation, storage and reuse of topsoils in 
new subdivisions.” 

“Encourage sustainable/native planting in high erosion areas.” 

“I would like to see support given to people who want to plant up erodible 
areas.  This may include streamside, wetlands, or hill slopes and it should not 
matter if the area is considered productive land.” 

Soil health was valued by a number of the respondents for ecological and 
economic reasons.  The need to retain and nurture soil health was stressed.  
Greater Wellington’s role was seen to be one of education, assistance and 
policy development for landowners and the community to understand best 
practice.  

“Top soils are a valuable resource not easily replaced and are as important in 
an urban environment as they are in a rural environment.”  

“Absolutely as a farmer conservation of soils and soil health is vital to our 
business.” 

“Actively build soils through organic methods.” 
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“In an urban environment, assist with info, opportunities to improve soil within 
the individual home environment as well as the many excellent community 
Gardens etc that are appearing that get people connected to growing and 
which inevitably involves soil quality.”  

“Support the cultivation of bio-dynamic soil on private land through maybe a 
credit in rates for those with active growing and composting gardens.” 

“The Regional Council needs to fully protect all productive soils so we can 
produce food CLOSE to where it is consumed.  Oil is running out so we need to 
minimise distance to market.” 

“Education of the importance of soils in our environment and benefits of 
healthy soil” 

“Help develop guidelines for improving soil quality in each of the main "soil 
regions" of the greater Wellington area. Without such structures, few will know 
how to approach the issues involved.” 

The contamination of soil with chemicals, and the resulted loss of health, was a 
concern to 11 of the respondents along with the need for public education 
about this issue. 

“Wider education as to soil pollutants and how households may be having a 
negative impact on soil e.g. simple things to be conscious of that can make a 
difference.” 

“Public education on importance of not contaminating soil and treating past 
contamination.” 

“Continue to make people, especially trade people aware of the long term 
damage caused to the soil by many of the solvents and cleaners used” 

In conclusion, the main issues for soils within region were considered to be soil 
erosion, soil health and contamination.    The effects of soil erosion and poor 
soil health on water quality and productive capacity were concerns.   The role 
of Greater Wellington in respect of soil management was seen to be one of 
educating and assisting landowners and the communities to plant erosion prone 
areas and undertaken best practice in land management. 

10.4 Biodiversity management 

The state and/or management of the region’s biodiversity were commented 
upon by 106 respondents.   

The restoration and protection of biodiversity was supported by 48 of the 
respondents.  The main focus for restoration efforts were planting native 
vegetation (49 respondents) and pest control (35 respondents). 
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“Make the restoration of waterways, wetlands, lakes and shores a high 
priority” 

“Treat it as very important - once it's gone it's so hard to restore” 

“I would like to see the town belt move from being pines to being native bush 
with extensive traps to encourage native birds to migrate out of the Karori bird 
reserve.  Imagine a city full of Tui and Wood Pigeon - it would be 
spectacular!” 

“carry on weed and pest control, continue planting natives etc.” 

“Keep planting natives and do something smart with Baring Head to promote 
biodiversity.” 

“Encourage the removal of exotics and replanting in native plants of inner city 
areas such as the town belt around Mt Victoria and above Thorndon. 
Encourage use of native options in amenity plantings and grassed areas.” 

“Continuation of pest management through baiting is essential in the 
preservation of native flora and fauna.” 

The importance of planting native vegetation in urban areas was stressed by 29 
respondents.  These respondents commented on removing the pines in the town 
belt and replanting with natives, the importance of the Karori Sanctuary 
(Zealandia) and creating ecological corridors. 

“Keep up the indigenous re-planting on the town belt” 

“I would like to see the town belt move from being pines to being native bush 
with extensive traps to encourage native birds to migrate out of the Karori bird 
reserve.  Imagine a city full of Tui and Wood Pigeon - it would be 
spectacular!” 

“Diversity is strong, but of animal life less so.  Karori Scenic Reserve is 
commendable; I have seen kaka in Aro Valley which is impressive given 
proximity to the city.  The hills between Eastbourne and Wainuiomata and the 
Wainuiomata valley could be places to improve wild life and develop into 
parks.” 

“I would acknowledge that Zealandia (the Karori Wildlife Centre) has meant 
that we now enjoy kaka in Brooklyn…” 

“Create more corridors for biodiversity in town centres (Kilbirnie) connected 
to the major green corridors.” 

The respondents recognised the importance of community involvement in the 
restoration of biodiversity values in the region.  The role of Greater Wellington 
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was seen to be a mixture of non-regulatory, education and assistance and 
regulatory protection.  

“Encourage landowners to protect 
biodiversity - more clean streams.” 

“Greater protection of existing 
wetlands and creation of new wetland 
areas (preferably where they 
previously were) to increase the 
diversity of protected habitat types 
(other then just high country and 
forests).” 

“Stimulate native regeneration.  Free advice about what to plant [and] where. 
Stress multi-purpose plantings. Keep/get on top of pests.” 

“It would be great to have specialists visit farm discussion groups and tell land 
managers how to increase biodiversity i.e. what trees/scrubs to plant and what 
indicator species to look out for.” 

“Stop allowing for new building on delicate areas.” 

“Raise awareness about the state of biodiversity and indigenous habitats, the 
importance of these to environmental health, robustness and sustainability and 
the need to actively protect. Establish stronger rules around the impacts of 
activities on biodiversity and indigenous habitats. Proactively encourage 
greater community involvement in environmental protection. Establish more 
dedicated means of providing environmental advice and support services to 
assist communities in being more proactive”. 

“Expand public education about indigenous biodiversity using interpretation 
panels and other publicity. Encourage private and voluntary studies of 
indigenous biodiversity, especially biota that are rare and either regionally or 
nationally threatened, or vulnerable. Expand legal protection of habitats where 
new regionally or nationally threatened biotas are discovered”.   

In conclusion, the respondents saw the protection and restoration of 
biodiversity to be an important priority for the region.  The main areas of focus 
for restoration efforts were planting native vegetation, particularly in urban 
areas, and pest control.  The importance of community involvement in the 
restoration of biodiversity values was recognised by the respondents.  The role 
of Greater Wellington was seen to be a mixture of non-regulatory, education 
and assistance and regulatory control that protect existing areas of high value.  
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10.5 Waterways, wetlands and lakes 

Waterways, wetlands and lakes were considered and commented on by 220 
respondents. The online results for waterbody management were similar to 
those from the general public workshops.  The main threats to freshwater and 
the suggested management responses from Greater Wellington were considered 
to be:  

• Greater control/regulation on sewerage from networked systems entering 
waterways. There was particular concern about cross-connections between sewerage 
systems and stormwater systems. (22 respondents) 

“Sewage treatment needs to be upgraded to the best standard so that 
overflow in periods of heavy rain is no problem - at the same time water 
recycling could be integrated to solve the water shortage problem.”  

“Waterways-stop pumping sewage into the rivers” 

“Increased pressure on WCC and private property owners to repair or 
replace leaking sewers.” 

“The dumping of any pollutants into waterways needs to be outlawed 
immediately.  This includes dumping of heavy metals, raw sewage and any 
other industrial pollutants.” 

“Greater control of ongoing/regular disposal of sewer and similar waste 
into waterways. Less control of one-off minor disposals of material into 
waterways. The level of control should roughly match the significance of 
the problem. eg The regular dumping of sewerage in a stream is a 
significant issue, but a one off possible silt/cement inflow is minor.” 

• Raising awareness of the effects of the stormwater systems in urban areas on 
waterways.   The majority of the respondents wanted public awareness to be raised 
through education campaigns. (53 respondents) 

“Continue public awareness campaigns what not to put in drains.” 

“Encourage the use of wetlands for stormwater treatment in localised 
areas.” 

“Stop untreated discharge and urban run off pollution.” 

“Improved standard of sewerage and stormwater discharge from towns 
into waterways.” 

“Come up with a strategy or similar that minimises the amount of dirt and 
other debris/foreign matter from entering the stormwater/stream systems 
from construction sites and road works.” 

“Require water quality and quantity treatment of all stormwater runoff 
from impervious surfaces.” 
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“In the urban environment continue to increase public awareness of the 
impacts individuals have on water quality and ways they can avoid these 
impacts. Assist district and city councils improve leaky wastewater pipes 
encourage and require the implementation of low impact design principles 
in new urban development.” 

• Greater control and regulation on activities that result in silt and sediment run-off 
into waterways. The focus for Greater Wellington was regulatory methods rather 
than non-regulatory methods.  (19 respondents) 

“Nutrients and sediment getting into rivers causing increasingly poor 
quality” 

“I've never seen anything to manage run-off from building sites, so I 
assume our creeks and seabed is filled with sediment.  So, sediment traps, 
vehicle cleaning, not sure what else.” 

“Implement more stringent erosion and sediment control rules and 
policies for development and agricultural activities…” 

“Improved soil management for earthworks needs to happen in order to 
reduce sediment/runoff into waterways.” 

“Take a harder line on control and management of land uses that cause 
sedimentation in Porirua Harbour and Pauatahanui Inlet.” 

• Control river levels to ensure that low river flows do not adversely affect aquatic 
ecosystem health.  (12 respondents.) 

“Limit water takes from surface and 
ground water - unless for human 
necessity.” 

“Scrap plans to increase abstracted flow at 
the Kaitoke weir for water supply.  The 
proposed 25% drop in low flow will have a 
significant negative impact on the river 
ecology and recreational and spiritual 
values.” 

“GWRC to protect rivers by enhancing bank edge protection, more 
planting of natives & maintaining natural water flows.” 

“Urban runoff, particularly from roads, as well as summer-time water 
supply abstraction are problematic issues.  Not sure what can be done 
though.” 

“We now get toxic algae in the Hutt river on a regular basis, to the point 
where can no longer swim in it.  To combat this, the regional council 
needs to reduce the amount of water it is taking, lower the amount of 
nutrients (farm runoff) going into the river, and reduce population 
pressures on our river.  This last can be achieved I feel from both water 

Box 15. “One solution is 
to use ecological 
corridors would go a 
long way of cleaning up 
water quality, and will 
involve everyone in the 
community, economic 
interest, council, iwi.  
Combine everyone’s 
interests”.   
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conservation measures (e.g. subsidising water tanks that have pumps so 
as to use for toilet water).” 

• Education and assistance should be combined with regulation to ensure that 
livestock can not access waterways. (20 respondents) 

“Insist all streams are fenced from stock e.g. Hutt River.” 

“Reduce stock access to natural streams and ponds/wetlands by providing 
watering systems and pads to reduce trampling/soil compaction”.  

“Encourage farmers to fence off streams to keep stock out of the fresh 
water.” 

“Insist farmer’s fence stock back from streams and rivers and re-
vegetate.” 

• Education and assistance should be combined with increased regulation to ensure 
that farm diary effluent and fertilisers do not enter waterways. (34 respondents) 

“Reduce nitrate inputs and chemicals into soils generally but specific 
areas of high ecological value or in catchment areas should have stricter 
controls” 

“Nutrient budgeting on farms and creating best practice standards for 
agriculture.” 

“Impose stronger regulations to reduce the current levels of raw 
discharge, pollutants and contaminants directly into waterways from 
agriculture and industry.” 

“Control dairy, beef, farming effluents into watercourses.” 

The loss of wetland areas and the need to protect and restore the remaining 
wetland areas, within the region was a priority to 20 respondents.These 
respondents saw a need for Greater Wellington to formally protect these areas 
as well as assist communities with the restoration of these areas.   

“Do not drain the swamps and allow them to return to natural way.” 

“More preservation of wetlands and suitable planting to prevent nutrients 
entering waterways from farmlands.” 

“Wetlands need to be looked after. I see developments being made on wetlands 
which is damaging the natural cycle of things. Putting the new highway thru 
Pauatahanui inlet will greatly effect the natural waterways and wetlands 
around Porirua.” 

“Wetlands: I think the biggest threat to wetlands is real estate development 
and the suburban sprawl.  With current policies, Wellington Region is turning 
into Auckland i.e. suburbia is simply expanding further and further until it is 
one giant web with all its natural resources (in particular bush land) depleted.  
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Policies that discourage subdividing properties and encourage planting of 
trees on are required.  We have the 2nd largest area of wetland in the North 
Island, in Upper Hutt. This urgently needs protection from the usual pests, and 
from being drained and built on.” 

“Provide advice and possibly appropriate native seedling plants for restoring 
and enhancing wetlands and protecting waterways.” 

“Greater protection of existing wetlands and creation of new wetland areas 
(preferably where they previously were) to increase the diversity of protected 
habitat types (other then just high country and forests).” 

In conclusion, freshwater resources were valued by the respondents and there 
were concerns about the impact of certain activities on these resources.  
Greater Wellington’s role was seen to include both regulatory measures and 
non-regulatory measures.  

10.6 Stormwater and sewerage 
The urban discharges of stormwater and sewerage were a concern to 87 of the 
respondents.  

The discharge of sewerage to waterways and the coast was raised as a concern 
by 40 respondents.   There was opposition to the discharging of sewerage into 
the region’s waterways and coast.  Concern was raised about the cross-
connections between the sewerage systems and the stormwater systems.   There 
was support for a regulatory approach which reduced or removed all sewerage 
discharges to water.  

“Waterways-stop pumping sewage into the rivers” 

“More investigations need to be made to make sure that household stormwater 
and sewerage connections are kept separate.’ 

“Help further develop and enforce controls on effluent, effluent disposal, waste 
water -including storm water - at every level: from territorial councils to 
individual private property level.” 

“There seems to be sewage problems on some beaches, leading to closures” 

“Prevent the City Councils from dumping raw sewage into the ocean - for 
example Karori Sewage Pumping Station and also the Hutt River.” 

“Wellington (including Upper Hutt) discharges its screened sewage directly 
into the sea.  This is a 19th century approach that does not befit a modern city 
that cares for its environment.  Also there are many heavy metals entering the 
harbour.  The Wellington Region should adopt similar sewage-processing 
methods to Christchurch.  We should ensure that heavy metals do not get into 
the harbour and that the sea-life in the harbour returns to a vibrant ecology.” 

“Standards of sewage effluent discharges should be consistent between all 
parties such as Porirua, Lower Hutt & Wellington.” 
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The discharge of stormwater to the region’s waterways and coast was raised as 
a concern by 67 respondents.  The main reason for concern was the 
contaminants and sediment contained within the stormwater adversely effect 
water quality (fresh and coastal).  

 “I have recently become more aware of the effects of soil runoff moving from 
properties (residual, building sites and farms) to storm water drains and then 
into the sea.  Think people need to be educated about the problems this 
causes.”   

 “stop storm water run off polluting the beach.” 

The suggestions for reducing the effects of stormwater run-off ranged from 
education, to low impact urban design initiatives, to end of pipe treatment.  

“Reduce the amount of waste and rubbish that ends up in them. Treat 
stormwater more intelligently than allowing it to just wash whatever goes into 
gutters into streams and wetlands. Ban cigarette butts, or have a better 
provision of receptacles for them, as they are extremely poisonous to many 
many living things if they end up in the ecosystem. Use mycoremediation to 
treat stormwater laced with hydrocarbons and heavy metals, so that it is 
filtered through mushroom mycellium and doesn't end up in the water.” 

“come up with a strategy or similar that minimises the amount of dirt and 
other debris/foreign matter from entering the stormwater/stream systems from 
construction sites and roadworks.” 

 “Improve the quality of stormwater that flows into the harbour, reduce the 
amount of oil and other pollutants that end up there. Introduce a green roofs 
policy that all new buildings must have a green roof to filter stormwater, and 
other methods to reduce the amount of waste washed into the ocean. 
Particularly plastics and cigarette butts, both of which are hazardous to ocean 
life. Work to reduce the amount of pollutants that end up in the ecosystem.” 

“All storm and grey water systems should be filtered before being released into 
the ocean to prevent water pollution.” 

“Education about the difference between stormwater and sewage and the fact 
the drain outside is stormwater and anything going down there enters streams 
and ultimately the sea. The education/ promotion needs to be more visible.” 

“Encourage the public to carefully consider laying hard surfaces instead of 
permeable materials.” 

“more swales need to be dug into the landscape to increase water absorption.” 

“most locals wash their cars in their driveways next to the sea with detergents 
- either drains that go into the sewage system need to be installed or people 
have to be forced to go to special places to wash the car with chemicals.” 

In conclusion, respondents saw stormwater and sewerage discharges to 
waterways and the coast as a significant concern.  There was an expectation for 
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Greater Wellington to control these discharges through regulation.  Greater 
Wellington was also requested to raise the public awareness of the effects of 
these discharges particularly in respect of stormwater systems.  

10.7 Rubbish and composting 
Composting was identified as a priority for 18 respondents due to its 
contribution to waste volumes and the benefits of composting to soil health. 

“The provision of low cost mulches sourced from roadside maintenance and, 
possibly, from treated sewage.”  

“Encourage more composting and mulching practices. Do swops of green 
waste for cheap compost and mulches.” 

“Encourage home composting. Sell compost made from greenwaste back to 
residents at cost.” 

“Adopt citywide composting with pick up, industrial sized composting facility 
and low cost purchasing or provision of composters to people to assist and 
encourage composting.” 

“Assist with domestic and commercial composting solutions…” 

The accumulation of rubbish and litter around and within the region’s 
waterways and coastal areas was raised as a concern by 41 respondents.  The 
respondents suggested an education campaign to raise public awareness 
combined with fines for littering. 

“Also, rubbish everywhere - Wellingtonians (especially smokers) don't seem to 
care where their litter ends up.  So, a bigger campaign to highlight where that 
rubbish ultimately ends up might be useful.  I bet plenty of people think that 
stormwater goes to sewage treatment plants, not to the ocean.” 

“Litter and pollution in the waterways is a problem.” 

“Develop effective programmes for keeping waterways, etc weed and rubbish 
free. Whether this can be achieved by community/local involvement with 
workdays only your records can tell.” 

“Set up fines for littering on the beach.” 

“Rubbish collections are more frequently required.” 

“Active anti-littering campaign.” 
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In conclusion, composting and rubbish were two human actions that were, 
respectively, seen to either benefit the state of the soil natural resource or result 
in the degradation of the water or coastal resource.  Greater Wellington was 
seen to have a role in both encouraging people to compost, and discouraging 
littering. 

10.8 Riparian management  
The importance of riparian planting and ecological corridors was raised by 49 
respondents.  The two main benefits of riparian planting were seen to be 
increased water quality and support for biological diversity.   Greater 
Wellington’s role is to assist landowners and communities in riparian planting.  

“More riparian planting (of natives such as flax) to reduce nutrification of 
waterways and to stabilise banks.” 

“Planting native vegetation, look better after 
waterways, erosion.” 

“Enforce fencing and planting of streams, 
rivers and lakes in rural areas.” 

“Demand land users (farmers) start 
replanting waterways with appropriate 
native plants to inhibit runoff and provide 
habitat.” 

“Create vegetated areas around streams and 
wetlands to attract wildlife, reduce erosion 
and pollution.” 

“Encourage more riparian zone plantings and educate the public on the 
importance of conserving our waterways.” 

“See waterways. Local fish and bird life would benefit greatly from removing 
stock from waterways and riparian planting of waterways.”  

“A major effort is required to stimulate the replanting of shoreline and 
waterway systems.” 

In conclusion, riparian planting was seen to have a significant benefit for water 
quality and biodiversity.  Greater Wellington’s role was to encourage and 
regulate to achieve more riparian planting within the region. 
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10.9 Online survey natural resource conclusions 
The online survey included people concerned about the effects of inefficient 
wood burners and vehicle emissions on air quality.  The upgrading of existing 
wood burners and increased use of public transportation was seen to be the 
responsibility of the general community.  Greater Wellington’s role was to 
encourage, incentivise and educate the public in these actions, as well as 
regulate these activities. 

The respondents enjoyed the use of the region’s coastlines for a variety of 
recreational purposes.  The biggest threats to these activities were seen to be 
sewerage, stormwater, development, over fishing, and rubbish.  Protection of 
the coastline and restoration of degraded areas were important.  Greater 
Wellington had the responsibility to control certain activities and encourage, 
educate and assist financially restoration were possible, whilst, the community 
undertook the work. 

The main issues for soils within region were considered to be soil erosion, soil 
health and contamination.  The effects of soil erosion and poor soil health on 
water quality and productive capacity were concerns.  The role of Greater 
Wellington in respect of soil management was seen to be one of educating and 
assisting landowners and the communities to plant erosion prone areas and 
undertaken best practice in land management. 

The respondents saw the protection and restoration of biodiversity to be an 
important priority for the region.  The main focuses for restoration efforts were 
planting native vegetation, particularly in urban areas and pest control.  The 
importance of community involvement in the restoration of biodiversity values 
was recognised by the respondents.  The role of Greater Wellington was seen 
to be a mixture of non-regulatory, education and assistance and regulatory 
control that protect existing areas of high value.  

Freshwater resources were valued by the respondents and there were concerns 
about the impact of certain activities on these resources.  Greater Wellington’s 
role was seen to include both regulatory measures and non-regulatory 
measures.  One of these was to encourage and regulate increased riparian 
planting within the region. 

Respondents saw stormwater and sewerage discharges to waterways and the 
coast as a significant concern.  There was an expectation for Greater 
Wellington to control these discharges through regulation.  Greater Wellington 
was also requested to raise the public awareness of the effects of these 
discharges particularly in respect of stormwater systems.  

Composting and rubbish were two human actions that were, respectively, seen 
to either benefit the state of the soil natural resource or result in the degradation 
of the water or coastal resource.  Greater Wellington was seen to have a role in 
encouraging people to compost and discouraging littering. 
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11. Territorial authorities natural resource result s 

11.1 Territorial authority background 
Workshops were held with councillors and senior staff from 3 of the 8 
territorial authorities (TAs) present in the Wellington region.  Other TAs 
intended to hold workshops with Greater Wellington in 2011.  Workshops with 
the following TAs were held in 2010: 

• Kapiti Coast District Council (KCDC) 
• Masterton District Council (MDC) 

• Wellington City Council (WCC) 

Both KCDC and WCC operated as two groups each and so the results from 5 
groups are presented in Table 2. 

11.2 Territorial authority natural resource themes 
The TA groups highlighted similar natural resources to the general public.  In 
Table 2 all five groups discussed “waterways”, “coastal and marine 
management” and 4 groups discussed “stormwater”.  Some of the other topics 
identified by the general public, e.g. pests and weeds, were not included by the 
TAs in their discussions. 

The groups all considered that waterway management could be improved. 

“need bigger push and focus on smaller waterways (streams)719” 

“water is one of the most valuable resources that we have - we need to protect 
it720” 

Table 2.  Comparison of territorial authority (TA) natural resource themes with the 
general public 

Natural Resource Number 
of Public 
Groups 

(n=89) 

Number of TA 
Groups 

(n=5) 

Example Description 

Waterways 89 

(100%) 

5 

(100%) 

“want whole of catchment water 
management721” 

Biodiversity 84 

(94%) 

2 

(40%) 

“biodiversity is improving from 
poor base but massive 
potential722” 

Soil 78 

(88%) 

1 

(20%) 

 

                                                 
719 KCDC-groupB 
720 MDC 
721 MDC 
722 WCC-groupA 
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Natural Resource Number 
of Public 
Groups 

(n=89) 

Number of TA 
Groups 

(n=5) 

Example Description 

Pests and weeds 76 

(85%) 

1 

(20%) 

 

Coastal and marine 68 

(76%) 

5 

(100%) 

“want managed retreat along the 
coast to counter the coastal 
erosion hazard723” 

Air 61 

(69%) 

1 

(20%) 

 

Riparian 59 

(66%) 

-  

Rubbish 59 

(66%) 

-  

Landscape 55 

(62%) 

-  

Stormwater 44 

(49%) 

4 

(80%) 

“want co-management of water 
courses for both storm water 
management and environmental 
values724” 

Gardens  30 

(34%) 

-  

 

“regional action plans to improve quality of receiving environments725” 

“re: water … – need a more unified approach, currently work in silos726” 

With coastal and marine management the main concern seems to be any 
decline in water standards in harbours.  Along the beach areas the councils and 
community care groups seemed to be addressing any possible problems. 

“single regional policy direction on climate change and coastal 
development727” 

“excellent coastal cooperation with land care728” 

“harbour water quality is a concern729” 

                                                 
723 KCDC – Group A 
724 MDC 
725 WCC – Group A 
726 WCC – Group B 
727 KCDC – Group B 
728 MDC 
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“want beaches, coastal preservation730”  

With stormwater the TAs acknowledged that there were still too many streams 
being culverted and silt from new subdivisions and roadworks was still 
entering waterways. 

“stormwater runoff especially from new roads and the lack of permeable 
surfaces … there has been a double standard between urban and rural 
community731” 

“management of effects of subdivision in stormwater receiving 
environment732” 

 “too many streams being culverted733” 

“streams still being culverted734” 

The TAs (4 groups) were concerned about the management of potable water 
and ensuring security of supply. 

“a strength with TAs is…coordination of water supply over political 
boundaries735” 

“freshwater supply still ok for now, just … greater encouragement of water 
conservation … encourage homeowners and businesses to collect 
rainwater736” 

11.3 Territorial authority natural resources conclu sions 
All the TA groups considered that water quality could be improved in 
freshwater waterways and in coastal areas.  The TAs wanted to improve 
stormwater systems by reducing the amount of sediment entering them and 
minimising piping of natural streams.  Coordination of potable water was 
important to some TA groups. 

TAs considered their relationship with GW to be important and felt it was 
improving. 

                                                                                                                                               
729 WCC – Group A 
730 WCC – Group B 
731 KCDC – Group A 
732 WCC – Group A 
733 WCC – Group A 
734 WCC – Group B 
735 WCC – Group B 
736 WCC – Group A 
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Part C: Resource Management Act and proposed Region al 
Policy Statement  

Part C looks at the engagement results from the perspective of the Resource 
Management Act 1991 (RMA) and the alignment of the results with the issues identified 
in the proposed Regional Policy Statement for the Wellington Region 2010.  Results 
from the general public workshops, professional workshop and mana whenua iwi 
workshops are discussed in this section.  

12. Alignment of public engagement responses to the  
function of the Greater Wellington under the RMA  
A fundamental premise of the workshops was to not limit the range of 
comments to the matters potentially covered by the regional plan review or 
Greater Wellington in general.   For this reason the workshop groups have 
commented on a wide variety of topics relating to natural resource 
management.  These topics included, but were far wider than, the functions of 
the regional council as outlined in section 30(1) of the RMA. 

The most commented upon topic areas which are outside of the Greater 
Wellington’s specified functions under the RMA were:  

• Land use change, particularly in respect of subdivision and urban 
development impacts on landscapes, natural character, and terrestrial 
biodiversity 

• Animal and plant pest control 
• Management of parks and reserves 
• Littering and illegal dumping of rubbish 
• River management for flood protection.  

13. General perception of the RMA 
Though the RMA was not an explicit discussion topic, the public workshops 
and professional workshop all made some comment on the RMA.  These 
comments are captured here for completeness.  The RMA was generally seen 
by the public workshop groups as an involved and expensive process that over-
regulated natural resources.   The need for a new legislative framework was 
raised. 

“RMA more user friendly”737 

“involved and expensive RMA system”738 

“resource consent process overbearing and expensive” 739 

“RMA too expensive for individuals”740 

“over-regulation of natural resource enjoyment”741 
                                                 
737 Upper Hutt – Orange  
738 Martinborough – Blue  
739 Masterton – Gold  
740 Upper Hutt – Orange  
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“new legislative approach to natural resource management”742 

A couple of groups, both in the public workshops and at the professional 
workshop, considered that application of the RMA provisions was not enough 
to protect the environment. 

“RMA lacking teeth”743 

“inadequate dust controls in resource consents – ineffective”744 

Over 50 of the public workshop groups and the professional workshop 
commented specifically on the resource consenting process under the RMA in 
regards to the need for enforcement of permitted activity rules, clearer 
permitted activity rules, timely resource consent processing, strict compliance 
with consent conditions and cost reduction.  

13.1 Clarity of rules 
A number of the public workshop groups commented on the clarity of 
permitted activity rules.  This also has implications on the level of compliance 
with these rules. 

“clearer “rules” on activities” 745 

“rules need to be easier to understand and resource consent process 
simplified”746 

 “inconsistent application of rules causes confusion” 747 

“regional plan rules and definitions not clear enough to determine if consent is 
required”748 

13.2 Enforcement of rules 
There was an awareness by the general public that people are undertaking 
works without the right approvals.  The general public workshop groups saw 
Greater Wellington as having a significant role to play in the enforcement of 
plan rules.  Generally, Greater Wellington was seen to be doing a good job on 
enforcement but that these efforts should be increased to protect the 
environment.   

“enforce plan rules”749 

                                                                                                                                               
741 Johnsonville – Green  
742 Pipitea Marae 
743 Professional Day – Purple 3  
744 Lower Hutt – Gold  
745 Masterton – C  
746 Martinborough – Grey  
747 Martinborough – Dusky Pink  
748 Masterton – B  
749 Upper Hutt – Green  
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“enforce rules to stop polluters”750 

“GW seems to lack teeth in regards to city 
council implementation of GW reg’d 
plans”751 

“more enforcement of earth works runoff 
controls”752 

“GWRC needs to be more proactive in 
confronting people who just don’t give a 
damn”753 

Some of the groups made suggestions on 
how to raise public awareness of rules.  

“more advertising to inform ppl of ‘the 
rules’” 754 

“pollution hotline” 755 

“more signage and education on what’s 
prohibited → then bring in enforcement action”756 

“basic RMA advice assistance”757 

“education by providing examples of what needs consents or when”758  

13.3 Resource consent processing 
The importance of the resource consent process in protecting the natural 
environment was recognised by the public workshops groups.  

“long term protection of waterways/fish through resource consent 
requirements”759 

“resources consents at local level to protect what’s left.  Monitoring 
subdivisions essential – keep vigilance over local planners”760 

                                                 
750 Rongotai – Yellow  
751 Lower Hutt – Silver  
752 Johnsonville – Pink  
753 Otaki – Blue  
754 Upper Hutt – Blue  
755 Paraparaumu – Black  
756 Paraparaumu – Silver  
757 Masterton – B  
758 Professional – Blue   
759 Paraparaumu – Silver  
760 Otaki – Yellow  

Box 16. “Probably one 
thing we discussed most at 
this table were issues 
around clarity around 
regulations and guide lines 
and if everyone understands 
what’s expected of them and 
gets along and does it. But if 
your trying to figure out 
what body Doc, district 
council, regional, local, 
your never sure who you are 
supposed to be dealing with 
or what’s allowed or not 
allowed.  So more clarity 
and less contradicting 
guidelines and regulations” 
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There was a conflict here between the resource users applying for resource 
consents and those members of the public potentially adversely affected in 
respect of the level of consultation associated with the resource consent 
process. 

“overly quick decision making- insufficient community consolation”761 

“too easy to object to resource consent with no cost or downside”762 

A number of groups commented on the complexity of the process. 

“simplify hearing process”763 

 “too many resource consents requirements”764 

“speed up the consents process”765 

 “simplify resource consent process, make it easier to understand”766 

“streamlined conflict process”767 

13.4 Compliance with consent conditions 
A number of groups in the public workshops, and at the professional workshop, 
commented on the need to ensure compliance with resource consent conditions 
and the present lack of compliance. 

“stringent enforcement of resource consent conditions- no wriggle room, no 
tolerance of non-compliance”768  

“lack of compliance on consent conditions”769 

“inadequate compliance monitoring and enforcement”770 

A smaller number of groups commented on the difficulties associated with 
compliance with consent conditions.  There concerns were about the cost of 
compliance and the changing nature of compliance.  

“keeping up with changing compliance requirements”771 

“compliance cost can be too high”772 

                                                 
761 Upper Hutt – Blue  
762 Martinborough – Green  
763 Martinborough – Grey  
764 Martinborough – Pink  
765 Masterton – Black  
766 Masterton – H  
767 Tinui –Orange  
768 Upper Hutt – Blue  
769 Professional  - Orange    
770 Professional – Orange  
771 Martinborough – Yellow  
772 Masterton – Green  
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“greater enforcement of resources consents conditions”773 

There were also a small number of groups concerned with the integrity of 
officers and the need for impartial compliance checks. 

“more compliance officers needed, and they need to be independent”774 

There were suggestions of how to increase and incentivise compliance with 
resource consent conditions. 

 “reward “good” behaviour with lower compliance costs” 775 

“meaningful consequences for breaches of resource consents”776 

 “lack of compliance on consent conditions: - 

  Large fines- public shame as part of community 

  Community ownership enhances this {above} 

  Compliance needs to be regular and consistent 

  Political will power 

  Feedback loops from monitoring”777 

13.5 Tough on polluters 
An additional message raised by approximately 15 groups at the public 
workshops was the need for tougher measures on polluters. 

“prosecute local authorities, - govt departments, -industry, - private 
individuals responsible for polluting water ways”778 

“harsher consequences for polluting waterways”779 

“grant prosecution of polluters and heavy penalties” 780 

13.6 Community involvement in the RMA process 
Approximately 40 of the public workshop groups expressed a strong desire to 
be involved and/or encourage more involvement in the resource consent 
process, plan development process or enforcement of rules or conditions of 
consent.  These groups saw a variety of different avenues for community 
involvement including partnership, supporting Greater Wellington, active 
involvement in consenting and plan development processes, community 
management of natural resources, and community policing.  

                                                 
773 Wellington Central –Orange 2  
774 Johnsonville – Orange  
775 Masterton – H  
776 Johnsonville – Pink  
777 Professional – Orange  
778 Wainuiomata – Gold  
779 Martinborough – Orange  
780 Porirua – A  
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“partnerships with community”781 

 “community management of water ways”782 

“support GWRC initiatives vocally (if they are supportive)” 783 

 “participate in planning processes, submissions, presenting submissions to 
decision makers”784 

“become more aware of process by which permission is gained to build 
developments in order to fight against it”785 

“be heard and act on submissions make by citizens and community groups on 
matters of concern → the community should make submissions”786 

“contribute to regional plans.  Each area has different needs and problems”787 

“report pollution of streams from industry and run offs”788 

13.7 Mana whenua iwi involvement in the RMA process  
The mana whenua iwi workshop groups also expressed a desire to be involved 
in the RMA process.   The key difference between the general public and mana 
whenua iwi groups was that mana whenua iwi groups desired a greater level of 
involvement, extending to joint and/or delegated decision making powers.  

The mana whenua iwi groups requested both:  

• Engagement of iwi representatives during the planning process.   

“representation”789 

“listen to iwi advisors – iwi feel disenfranchised”790 

“engage iwi just like engaging any other expert (i.e. not for free)”791 

“provide for engaging iwi through rates”792 

“iwi reps need to report back to their people”793 

                                                 
781 Lower Hutt – Yellow  
782 Lower Hutt – Yellow  
783 Wainuiomata – Gold  
784 Wainuiomata – Orange 2  
785 Paekakariki – Dark Green 
786 Paraparaumu – Orange  
787 Tinui – Black  
788 Johnsonville – Pink  
789 Kahungunu Rangitane – 1   
790 Kahungunu Rangitane – Tahi                   
791 Waiwhetu Marae – 1  
792 Waiwhetu Marae – 1 
793 Porirua Marae  
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• Joint decision making powers or delegating decision making powers in certain areas 
to iwi authorities.   

“could have blocks of land managed in partnership with G.W.”794 

“M āori working with Pakeha in management of resources”795 

“involving iwi more in decision making”796 

“could iwi be delegated authority over land and water” 797 

“every marae could issue a kai moana permit in the area”798 

“M āori/Iwi want leadership”799 

“gift land to enable kaitiaki. Have a contract between Council and 
Marae”800 

“want reports to Iwi Runanga quarterly”801 

14. Alignment of public engagement responses to tho se 
matters identified in Part 2 of the RMA 

14.1 Section 5 (purpose of the RMA) 
The concept of sustainability was raised by 21 of the public workshop groups 
and 5 of the mana whenua iwi workshop groups.   The general philosophy of 
sustainability within these groups was one of leaving the environment in a 
better state than when one found it.  

“sustainable development is needed”802 

 “we belong to the land not the land belongs to us”803 

“promote the idea of people leave this planet in a better state than they found 
it” 804 

“sustainable into the future (left in a better state than we found it)”805 

                                                 
794 Waiwhetu Marae – 2  
795 Porirua Marae  
796 Waiwhetu Marae – 1 
797 Porirua Marae 
798 Waiwhetu Marae – 2  
799 Porirua Marae 
800 Waiwhetu Marae – 1 
801 Porirua Marae  
802 Waiwhetu Marae – 1  
803 Upper Hutt – Purple  
804 Paraparaumu – Blue  
805 Johnsonville – Green  
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A number of these groups felt that the natural resources of the region and world 
were depleted.  

“lack of acknowledgement of worldwide resource depletion”806 

“Wellington has reached its limit of resources: water, roads, etc”807 

In response to this there was a push for more sustainable use of resources. 

“the importance of making resource use sustainable”808 

“use resources (freshwater) efficiently sustainably” 809 

“think long term – define the balance between productive and environmental 
resources”810 

“create sustainable cities lower resource input requirements”811 

“work for self-sufficiency (rain water, tanks, etc)” 812 

“become aware of what the resources are and what implications each person’s 
use has on them”813 

“education for sustainability”814  

The need to plan for the long term was also 
raised by 17 groups.   

“intergenerational thinking needed”815 

 “act for our great-grand children”816 

“plan for 7 generations hence 100 
years”817 

 “take long term view of resource use/management”818 

“provide for long term view 100yrs +”819 

“future focus”820 

                                                 
806 Upper Hutt – Blue  
807 Upper Hutt – Green  
808 Waiwhetu Marae – 2   
809 Lower Hutt – Orange  
810 Masterton – Dusky Pink  
811 Berhampore – B  
812 Wainuiomata – Gold  
813 Matinborough – Grey  
814 Johnsonville – Gold  
815 Porirua Marae  
816 Lower Hutt – Silver  
817 Upper Hutt – Purple  
818 Otaki – Green  
819 Berhampore – B  
820 Pipitea Marae  
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These comments support the overall purpose of the RMA, which is stated in 
Section 5 of the Act as being to ‘promote the sustainable management of 
natural and physical resources’.  

14.2 Section 6 (matters of national importance) and  7 (other matters) 
The matters included in sections 6 and 7 of the RMA were raised by the 
participants of the workshops.   

Most of groups (over half the groups) commented on these sections:  

• Section 6 (a) preservation of natural character 
• Section 6 (b) protection of outstanding natural features and landscapes 
• Section 6 (c) protection of areas of significant indigenous biodiversity 
• Section 6 (d) public access  
• Section 7 (c) amenity values 
• Section 7 (ba) the efficiency of the end use of energy 
• Section 7 (f) quality of the environment 

• Section 7 (k) benefits of renewable energy use and development 

Some groups (15 to 40ish groups) commented on these sections:  

• Section 6 (e) relationship of Māori and their culture and traditions 
• Section 7 (a) Kaitiakitanga 
• Section 7(aa) the ethic if stewardship 

• Section 7 (b) the efficient use and development of natural and physical resources 

Only a small number of groups (less than 15 groups) commented on these 
sections:  

• Section 6 (f) the protection of historic heritage 
• Section 6 (g) the protection of recognised customary activities 
• Section 7 (d) intrinsic value of ecosystems 
• Section 7 (i) climate change 
• Section 7 (g) finite characteristics of natural and physical resources 

• Section 7 (h) habitat of trout and salmon 

14.3 Section 8 (Treaty of Waitangi) 
Section 8 of the RMA states that in achieving the purpose of the Act the 
principles of the Treaty of Waitangi should be taken into account.  Greater 
Wellington has jointly signed a charter of understanding with the region’s iwi 
authorities which contains principles to assist in promoting dialogue and 
engagement between iwi and local authorities.  These principles are:  

• The Crown’s right to govern and make laws (kawanatanga) 
• Māori to retain raNgātiratanga which refers to the chieftainship and 

authority over lands, taonga and other valued resources 
• Partnership, including a duty for partners to act reasonably and in good 

faith 
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• Active protection of Māori in the use of their lands, waters and other 
resources 

• A duty to consult with Māori, including early consultation 
• Mutual benefit, that is, iwi and local authorities are able to gain from the 

relationship and enjoy benefits 
• The right of development 

There were no direct references to the Treaty of Waitangi at the public 
workshop.  There were two references at the mana whenua iwi workshops.  
These comments were in the context of New Zealand history.  

“Treaty of Waitangi, breaches”821 

“pre-European times then Treaty – seen as the start of changes over time”822 

In terms of the principles of the Treaty of Waitangi there were numerous 
comments in both the general public and mana whenua iwi workshops.  The 
comments supported the treaty principles.  Comments included:  

“M āori working with Pakeha in management of resources”823 

“partnership and discussion on how ‘we’ work together” 824 

“co-management with Iwi”825 

“better manage customary harvesting of shellfish in harbours and coastlines; 
excessive penalty”826 

15. Alignment of the public engagement responses wi th the 
purpose of the proposed Regional Policy Statement 
The purpose of the regional policy statement, as per the RMA is to achieve the 
purpose of the Act, i.e. sustainable management. This is to be achieved by 
providing an overview of the resource management issues for the region and 
stating the policies and methods required to achieve the integrated management 
of the region’s natural and physical resources.   

The proposed RPS provides some comment on the approach for integrated 
management of natural and physical resources.  It suggests “a whole of 
catchment approach is particularly useful in understanding and managing 
indigenous ecosystems and their complex interconnections”827.  There is 
recognition that it is vital to involve people in a meaningful way.   The 
importance of community participation in regional resource management issues 
is also recognised.  

15.1 Sustainable management 

Section 30 of this report discusses the views arising from the public workshop 
groups on sustainable management and the purpose of the RMA.   These 

                                                 
821 Porirua Marae 
822 Waiwhetu Marae – 1  
823 Porirua Marae  
824 Waiwhetu Marae  
825 Lower Hutt – Orange  
826 Porirua – Orange  
827 Greater Wellington Regional Council proposed Regional Policy Statement, decision versions, May 2010, pg. 17. 
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comments support the concept of sustainable management and the purpose of 
the RMA. 

15.2 Integrated management of natural resources 

Integrated management of natural resources was supported by 27 of the public 
workshop groups and two of the mana whenua iwi groups located across the 
entire region.  The majority of the groups saw it to be Greater Wellington’s 
role to undertake integrated management of the region’s natural resources. 

“decisions need to be made based on holistic thinking i.e. including ecological 
processes”828 

“take a whole approach. Including people”829 

 “take good overview when considering the cause of problems. E.g. 
Relationship of different variables that cause problems can’t sometimes be 
solved by only changing one key variable – happy to give more info on that”830 

“a wider view must be sought from multiple personnel so a balanced view is 
gained”831 

 “looking at issues in isolation can produce perverse outcomes”832 

“need for more integrated approach”833 

“advocate and support integrated systems for resource management”834 

“try to communicate to communities that S, W, C, A, F, & B are all inter-
related and we’re just one bit of it”835 

“manage on the basis of interrelationship integrated management”836 

This view, arising from the public workshops, is consistent with the statutory 
purpose of an RPS.  

15.3 Integrated catchment management (whole of catc hment approach) 

An integrated catchment management approach was identified specifically by 
10 of the public workshop groups and three of the mana whenua workshop 
groups as a preferred method of management.   These groups saw the concept 
of catchment management applying on a local non-regulatory scale to 
community groups and farms, and on a wider policy scale to Greater 
Wellington policy development.  

                                                 
828 Waiwhetu Marae – 1   
829 Lower Hutt – Green  
830 Wellington Central – Orange  
831 Paekakariki – Green  
832 Martinborough – Dusty Pink  
833 Tinui – Purple  
834 Johnsonville – Gold  
835 Karori – Purple  
836 Porirua – B  
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“harder to look after our waterways.  We need catchment wide planning 
approaches”837 

“whole of catchment”838 

 “integrated catchment management”839 

“total catchment management of water ways, esp. Hutt R”840 

“lack of overall catchment management”841 

“coordinated community approach by catchment”842 

“provide education for all landowners about integrated catchment 
management”843 

“promote wise management for different/each catchment” 844 

“install catchment management”845 

 “community lead catchment plan in urban areas”846 

These comments are consistent with the approach outlined in the proposed 
RPS.  The proposed RPS promotes taking a whole of catchment approach as it 
is useful for understanding and managing indigenous ecosystems and their 
complex interconnections. 

15.4 Involvement 

The proposed RPS recognises that to effectively manage natural resources in 
an interconnected way it is vital to involve people in a meaningful way.847  The 
public workshop groups and the mana whenua iwi groups both spoke of 
working together and forming partnership to help manage the region’s natural 
resources.  This approach supports the intentions of the proposed RPS.  

“council expertise and scientist to work with community, knowing who to talk 
to, knowing what they are doing, overall programme for research projects so 
that they can be more inclusive”848 

“partnership and discussion on how ‘we’ work together” 849 

                                                 
837 Waiwhetu Marae – 1  
838 Kahungunu Rangitane – 1                   
839 Lower Hutt – Orange  
840 Lower Hutt – Yellow  
841 Upper Hutt – Green  
842 Martinborough – Black  
843 Masterton – F  
844 Tinui – Black  
845 Johnsonville – Gold  
846 Berhampore – Yellow  
847 Greater Wellington Regional Council proposed Regional Policy Statement, decision versions, May 2010, pg. 17. 
848 Kahungunu Rangitane – 1                                      
849 Waiwhetu Marae – 2   
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“adoption of more collaborative approach eg. Iwi, fish and game, etc. 
providing increased balance and sustainable practices”850 

“owners working together, partnership”851 

“partnerships with community”852 

“different groups work together to achieve their goals”853 

“work together to achieve common goals e.g. fish and game and river 
committees”854 

“help make sure a united front on issues. All working together”855 

15.5 Community involvement in environment projects 

The proposed RPS acknowledges that recognising and supporting the growth in 
community involvement in environmental projects is important to sustainable 
management856.  The public workshop groups and the mana whenua iwi groups 
both praised the works of community groups and stressed the need for 
community involvement at the local level.  This approach supports the 
intentions of the proposed RPS.  

“being involved in care groups”857 

“more community participation”858 

“apply a care group model on a marae/ rohe scale”859 

“watch dogs needed – everybody.  A community thing to get our community 
back together/thinking environmentally”860 

“create local interest groups”861 

“support community-based efforts involved in restoration”862 

“make effective use of community groups to promote GWRC activities”863 

“act locally e.g. form care groups”864 

                                                 
850 Lower Hutt – Orange  
851 Gladstone Marae – Tahi  
852 Lower Hutt – Yellow  
853 Martinborough – Dusty Pink  
854 Tinui – Black  
855 Porirua – Black  
856 Greater Wellington Regional Council proposed Regional Policy Statement, decision versions, May 2010, pg. 18. 
857 Kahungunu Rangitane – Tahi                   
858 Waiwhetu Marae 2 
859 Waiwhetu Marae 1  
860 Gladstone Marae – Tahi  
861 Lower Hutt – Silver  
862 Wellington Central – Orange                                   
863 Otaki – Blue  
864 Otaki – Purple  
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“support group efforts land care groups 
with expertise planning etc”865 

“set up local ‘resource management’ 
group to deal with specific local 
issues”866 

“form more environmental groups for 
planting areas, restoration and 
maintenance of green areas”867 

16. Air quality section of the proposed RPS 
Air quality was identified through the public workshops as being one of the 
better managed natural resources within the region. 183 individuals identified 
air as the best managed natural resource and 36 identifying air as the worst 
managed resource.   A number of groups commented that the Wellington 
region has a natural advantage due its windy nature and therefore the state of 
the air resource is not necessarily related to the quality of natural resource 
management per say.   

“air is clean not through good management but good wind”868  

“air quality is good because of natural air movement” 869  

“north-westerly flows ensure good air quality”870 

16.1 Regionally significant air management issues t o the general public  

Despite being seen as a well managed natural resource the issue of air quality 
generated a number of comments with the public workshops.  These are 
dispersed across the region with no particular pattern or concentration of 
concern.  The following main causes of poor air quality were: 

• 22 public workshop groups linked domestic urban fires to poor air quality. 

“can see low smoke levels in Featherston on a cold night”871  

“air pollution from wood fires”872 

• 13 public workshop groups linked transportation to poor air quality. 

“poor air quality by Victoria Tunnel”873  

“make it easy to walk/bike/catch the bus so we improve the air quality for 
all” 874 

                                                 
865 Masterton – B  
866 Tinui – Purple  
867 Johnsonville – Orange  
868 Johnsonville – Blue  
869 Paraparaumu – Blue  
870 Martinbourgh – Red  
871 Martinbourgh – Silver  
872 Upper Hutt – Green  
873 Rongotai – Purple  
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“amount of transport particulate in the air”875  

“sitting in traffic jams breathing petrol and diesel fumes”876 

• 8 public workshop groups commented on industrial discharges to air: 

“air pollution through factories and general public” 877  

“the few poor air quality sites in the region (Exide, Wainui winter nights, 
Moa Point etc) are managed really well so their nuisance is minimised”878  

“factory pollution e.g. Exide”879 

• Across these public workshop groups, 17 groups linked poor air quality to 
poor health as the adverse effect of greatest concern.  

“good health air”880  

“less health problems with cleaner air”881 

“clean air is good for our health”882 

16.2 Air management issues of significance to mana whenua iwi  
The mana whenua iwi workshop groups raised similar issues in respect of air 
management to the general public workshops.  Air quality was a concern but it 
was also recognised that the Wellington region benefits from a windy 
environment.  

“wind keeps air clear”883 

“bad: pollution air, land, and water”884 

The main causes of declining air quality were identified as:  

“air quality gone down with machines”885 

“odour – Seaview and Waiu St.”886 

“smoke traffic fumes”887 

                                                                                                                                               
874 Lower Hutt - Orange 
875 Rongotai - Red 
876 Wellington Central – Orange  
877 Lower Hutt - Blue 
878 Berhampore – Yellow  
879 Porirua - Purple 
880 Lower Hutt - Black 
881 Wellington Central – Orange  
882 Otaki - Silver 
883 Porirua Marae 
884 Kahungunu Rangitane – Rua                                  
885 Porirua Marae  
886 Waiwhetu Marae – 1  
887 Kahungunu Rangitane – 1   
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“air quality in Wainuiomata from fires a concern”888 

The main concern arising from poor air quality was health effects to human 
and animal life. 

 “change in air quality brings about ill health”889 

“air ← smog affecting birds and water”890 

 “look into air and water testing for health reasons” 891 

16.3 Alignment with the proposed RPS policy directi on for air 
management 
The concerns raised in the public workshops and mana whenua iwi workshops 
regarding the sources of air pollution and its effects are generally consistent 
with the regionally significant issues and issues of significance to iwi 
authorities identified within the proposed RPS.  

There was one notable difference between the public concerns and the issues 
expressed in the proposed RPS.  The public workshops identified emissions 
from motor vehicles as a major factor causing poor air quality and potential 
health effects.  This was not identified as an issue by the proposed RPS.    

The proposed RPS does address motor vehicle emissions through direction to 
the Regional Land Transport Strategy.  However, this direction relates mainly 
to renewability issues of fossil fuels and carbon dioxide emissions, not the 
human amenity and health effects associated with these emissions.  The 
proposed RPS states “monitoring shows that discharges from motor vehicles in 
the region do not occur at levels that could adversely affect people’s health” 
(pg 20 decisions version).   

The objectives of the proposed RPS are supported by the public workshop and 
mana whenua iwi workshop results.  A number of the public workshop groups 
commented on potential methods of managing air quality.    

The policy approach outlined in the proposed RPS directs regional plans to 
include policies and/or rules to control the effects of discharges of odour, 
smoke, dust and fine particulates on amenity values and to protect health 
specifically in respect of fine particulates.   The emphasis of the proposed RPS 
is on regulation (i.e. rules) rather than non-regulatory methods.   This differs 
slightly from the public workshops results where there was a split between 
regulatory methods and non-regulatory methods.   

                                                 
888 Waiwhetu  Marae – 1  
889 Porirua  Marae  
890 Gladstone Marae – Rimu Group  
891 Kahungunu Rangitane – Rua                                 
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A number of groups supported regulating air quality by setting standards and 
enforcing these standards. 

“set regional standards for water, air”892 

“regulate use of wood fires”893  

“enforce regulations on air and water ways pollutions” 894  

“prosecute offenders of pollution into the air”895  

However, there was also support for non-regulatory methods that encouraged 
the use of cleaner technologies. 

“encourage the installation of high tech fires”896 

“encourage more modern wood burners”897 

“encourage wider interest in using smokeless or low-smoke household heating 
to improve air quality’898 

“maintain good air quality throughout the region, but not to the extent to ban 
wood burner fires”899 

Additionally, 14 of the public workshop groups stressed the need to continue 
monitoring air quality and develop a wider monitoring programme to better 
understand the state of air quality.   

“more visible monitoring of local air quality”900  

“more local air quality monitoring in Kapiti”901  

“air quality monitoring and control, especially city” 902  

“monitor efficiency of wood burners”903 

17. Coastal environment section of the proposed RPS  

17.1 Regionally significant coastal management issu es to the general 
public  
Over 80 public workshop groups commented on the state and/or management 
of the coastal environment. For 102 individuals the coastal environment was 
seen to be the best managed natural resource whilst 53 individuals identified it 

                                                 
892 Lower Hutt – Purple  
893 Upper Hutt – Green  
894 Otaki – Black  
895 Johnsonville – Pink  
896 Masterton – I  
897 Lower Hutt – Silver   
898 Porirua – Orange  
899 Porirua – Purple  
900 Paekakareki – Green  
901 Paraparaumu – Silver  
902 Masterton – Gold  
903 Masterton – K  
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as the worst managed resource.  The groups most concerned about the coastal 
environment tended to be located along the Kapiti Coast and within the urban 
areas around Wellington, Porirua and the Hutt Valley.   

The areas that received the most comments were:  

• Natural character of the coastal environment 
• Subdivision and development within the coastal environment 
• Coastal water quality and ecosystem health 
• Porirua harbour 
• Human activities within the coastal environment 
• Public access to and along the coastal marine area 
• Marine reserves 
• Restoration of the coastal environment 
• Protection of the coastal environment 

These groups used the coastal environment in differing ways and identified 
different aspects of coastal water quality and ecosystems that were important to 
them.  These aspects included swimming, shellfish gathering, fishing, 
exploring the natural world, relaxing and recreating. 

“swimming in streams/sea without concern for health” 904 

“better fish and shellfish stocks”905 

“exploring climbing rocks, watching rock pools creatures”906 

“beach very good for recreation and relaxation”907 

“good recreational activities, fishing, water sports, walking, paragliding”908 

“extend available marina spaces (berths) in GWRC region” 909 

“more walkways and bike tracks round the coast”910 

“inviting coastline with clean water to swim in”911 

There was also concern by a number of groups about the pollution within the 
harbours:  

“Porirua Harbour continuing to decline water quality, rubbish, sedimentation”912 

“pollution in harbour, use to be able to harvest kai moana”913 

                                                 
904 Karori – Purple  
905 Porirua – Gold  
906 Upper Hutt – Purple  
907 Otaki – Purple  
908 Porirua – A  
909 Masterton – Green  
910 Rongotai – Red  
911 Rongotai – Yellow  
912 Berhampore – Yellow  
913 Pipitea Marae  
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 “water quality poor in harbour”914 

“marine life lost, food chain effected as a result of waste water over flows and 
pollution”915 

17.1.1 Natural character of the coastal environment 
Over 30 of the public workshop groups commented on the value of the natural 
character of the coastal environment.  The comments identified a number of 
different characteristics that contributed to natural character.  These ranged 
from flora and fauna to larger landscape elements. 

“naturally occurring benefits – a wonderful coastal play ground for every body 
to enjoy, feel free and respect”916 

“intact coastal ecosystems – marine and terrestrial” 917 

“a coastline with natural form and character”918 

The greatest concern, identified by 24 of these groups, was the negative 
impacts of subdivision and development on this natural character.  This 
concern was shared across the region both the western and eastern coasts.   

“built up too close to the coast”919  

“the underdeveloped beach front”920  

“relatively undeveloped coast = everyone enjoy”921  

“coastal subdivision coastal resources needs careful management so we 
always have it in good condition”922 

“like control of building sites on coast”923 

Other threats to natural character were seen to be:  

• Rubbish  

 “need better dumping compliance on river and coastal areas”924 

• Pests  

 “possums, stoats, rats, on natives and coastal environments”925 

                                                 
914 Lower Hutt – Orange  
915 Lower Hutt – Black  
916 Otaki – Silver  
917 Rongotai – Red  
918 Rongotai – Yellow  
919 Johnsonville – Blue  
920 Otaki – Blue  
921 Paekakariki – Green  
922 Masterton – D  
923 Masterton – Gold  
924 Lower Hutt – Silver  
925 Otaki – Black  
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• Vehicles destroying natural habitats  

 “vehicles on beach damage shellfish dunes”926  

“despite KCDC’s efforts continual erosion of dunes by vehicles”927 

• Changes to the habitats affecting ecosystems and landscapes  

“removal of driftwood which provides habitat for insects, skinks, etc”928  

“still too many exotic forests on dune county – destroys the landscape 
form” 929 

A number of these groups requested additional policy to protect coastal natural 
character from the adverse effects associated with urban development and 
subdivision. 

“stop development on coastal areas and hill tops”930 

“coastal strip between Te Horo and Pekapeka should be preserved from 
further development or subdivisions”931  

“subdivision control of coastal vista”932  

“limit subdivisions along the coastlines and try and increase public access to 
the coast”933 

17.1.2 Coastal water quality and ecosystem health  
The state and/or management of coastal 
waters and ecosystem were a concern to 46 
of the public workshop groups. 

These groups saw the main sources of 
pollution and/or threat to be:  

• Stormwater (including sewage 
overflows into stormwater drains) 

“polluted storm water draining into 
harbour”934  

                                                 
926 Paraparaumu – Silver  
927 Otaki – Silver  
928 Wellington Central – Orange                                   
929 Paraparaumu – Purple  
930 Otaki – Black  
931 Otaki – Yellow  
932 Tinui – Green  
933 Masterton – G  
934 Berhampore – A  
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“upgrade stormwater and sewerage systems especially in Pauatahanui”935 

• Sewage  

“discharge of waste water into harbour (Pencarrow) – destruction of 
marine life”936   

“marine invertebrates and fish in coastal areas (not sewage)”937 

• Silt and sedimentation from both erosion prone land and small and large 
scale earthwork developments. 

“soils being managed helping coastal sediments”938  

“erosion of landscape, washing of soil into water ways, sea”939 

• Littering and illegal dumping of rubbish  

“litter ends up in harbour”940  

“too much rubbish in Wgtn harbour”941  

“no clay/silt, runoff, from earth works to streams/ harbours”942 

• Human activities  

“polluters e.g. jet-skis and motor boats in limited areas”943  

“over used coastal and marine areas leading to decline of natural 
environment”944 

• Other discharges  

“contaminations such as DDT in harbour sediments”945  

“dump leachate to sea”946 

“dumping dredge water into Wgtn harbour destroys native ecosystem”947 

                                                 
935 Porirua – Orange  
936 Lower Hutt – Black  
937 Johnsonville – Pink  
938 Tinui - Green 
939 Wellington Central – Orange  
940 Porirua – A  
941 Upper Hutt – Green  
942 Johnsonville – Pink  
943 Wellington Central – Orange                                  2 
944 Johnsonville – Gold  
945 Pipitea Marae 
946 Rongotai – Red  
947 Pipitea Marae  
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17.1.3 Natural coastal processes 
A number of groups commented on the impact of human activities on the 
natural coastal processes rather than the ecosystem values.   The areas of 
concern were: 

• Vehicles causing dune erosion 

“erosion of marram grass caused by 4x4”948 

“vehicles on beach damage shellfish dunes”949 

• Silt and sediments are filling up the harbour 

“runoff from earthworks, dirty streams, harbours, silting up” 950 

• Structures within the coastal environment causing increased erosion 

“sea walls interfere with the natural ebb and flow of sand on beaches”951 

17.1.4 Porirua harbour 
There were six groups in the Porirua and Wellington City area who commented 
on the state and/or management of the Porirua Harbour.  These groups 
commented on the declining state of the harbour, the need to raise awareness 
within the community and the need to begin restoration of the harbour. 

“significant degradation of Porirua harbours”952  

“Porirua Harbour continuing to decline water quality, rubbish, 
sedimentation”953   

“ improved attitude to Pautahanui inlet by the general public” 954   

“focus on restoration of Porirua catchment”955  

“read and implement the Pauatahanui Inlet Action Plan” 956 

17.1.5 Public access to and along the coastal marine area 
Public access to the coastal environment was raised by 19 groups.  The groups 
were split about whether access to the coastal environment was good or 
required improvement. 

“great coast and beach access”957  

                                                 
948 Martinborough – Black  
949 Paraparaumu – Silver  
950 Johnsonville – Pink  
951 Paekakariki – Green  
952 Upper Hutt – Green  
953 Berhampore – Yellow  
954 Porirua – B  
955 Johnsonville – Orange  
956 Porirua – Orange  
957 Upper Hutt – Green  
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“good access to beach”958  

“coastal area better access”959  

“restriction on access to coast, have to travel a long way”960 

There was notable opposition to vehicles accessing beaches. 

“driving on beaches and dunes “stop” legal road on all beaches”961  

“vehicles should not be on beaches”962  

“vehicles on beach damage shellfish dunes”963 

17.1.6 Marine Reserves 
Eighteen groups commented on marine reserves in a positive and beneficial 
light. A number of groups requested the establishment of more marine 
reserves. 

“marine reserve is fantastic”964 

“Mana Island- establish a marine reserve on landward side over to 
mainland”965 

“marine reserve on Wairarapa coast (a shared view at our table)”966 

17.1.7 Restoration of the coastal environment 
Nearly 30 groups commented on the need to clean up the region’s beaches and 
continue dune restoration works.  

“clean up beaches”967  

“re-establishment of our sand dunes and coastal areas”968  

These tasks were seen by the public to be non-regulatory requirements that 
should be encouraged and potentially funding by Greater Wellington but 
undertaken by private individuals or community groups.  

“funding for restoration projects, wetlands, streambanks, dunes”969  

“organise rubbish collection/beach cleaning days”970  

                                                 
958 Otaki – Gold  
959 Masterton – Black  
960 Porirua – B  
961 Wainuiomata – Gold  
962 Otaki – Gold  
963 Paraparaumu – Silver  
964 Otaki – Gold   
965 Otaki – Blue  
966 Masterton – F  
967 Rongotai College – Yellow  
968 Upper Hutt – Purple  
969 Otaki – Gold  
970 Ronogtai College – Purple  
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“coastal/marine – stay off sand dunes, join group to restore them”971  

“more groups restoring dunes streams”972  

“community involvement in planting resources, coastal areas, etc”973  

“coastal planting by communities”974 

“beach clean up assisted by local authorities”975 

The benefits of these works were seen to be:  

“maintenance of sand dunes reduces sand drift and protection against storm 
surges”976  

“restored dunes means less erosion and more beach left for our grandchildren 
to play on”977  

“more coastal plants in back dune areas- increased biodiversity”978 

17.1.8 Protection of the coastal environment  
There was also a push from a number of groups for Greater Wellington to 
protect the coastal environment through regulation.  

“stop all levelling of dunes for subdivisions. Ultra emphasis on protecting 
‘dunes North of Pekapeka’, 
outstanding landscape”979  

“decline consents for subdivisions 
against hillsides in coastal area”980 

“bio-diversity coastal by 
plantings/nest protection areas”981  

“protect sand dunes”982 

“better manage customary harvesting 
of shellfish in harbours and coastlines; 
excessive penalty”983 

“restricting camping at coast”984 

                                                 
971 Paraparaumu – Black  
972 Otaki – Yellow  
973 Mornington – Purple  
974 Pipitea Marae 
975 Johnsonville – Orange  
976 Otaki – Purple  
977 Otaki – Silver  
978 Paraparaumu – Silver  
979 Otaki – Yellow  
980 Martinborough – Black   
981 Masterton – I  
982 Porirua – B  
983 Porirua – Orange   
984 Martinborough – Orange  

Box 17. “I work with the care 
group on sand dune restoration 
and we benefit tremendously with 
help from the council, such as 
plants. And stemming on to that 
our group thought education was 
really important for any 
environment work. I felt that while 
talking to people while you are 
doing that work is really 
important.  Because that is how 
people learn, rather than 
regulating, like you cant do this or 
that.  Talking to people in group, 
media, or on the beach. And 
putting up signs that state what is 
going on or keep off dunes.  Other 
problem marine reserve and drain 
… enough protection of native 
species and develop wetlands.” 
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“need better dumping compliance on river and coastal areas”985 

“prohibit off-road vehicle access in fragile area (forest or marine)”986 

“shellfish beds not protected”987 

“manage/more active compliance at coastal sites – poaching”988 

“better manage customary harvesting of shellfish in harbours and coastlines; 
excessive penalty”989 

“introduce performance measures for coastal waters”990 

17.2 Coastal management issues of significance to m ana whenua iwi  
All the mana whenua iwi groups made comment on the value, state and/or 
management of the coastal environment.  The areas of concern were similar to 
those raised by the general public workshops.  However, the reasoning for this 
concern differed slightly from the general public workshops. Mana whenua iwi 
groups had a special cultural connection to the coastal environment. 

“location very important for Ngāti Toa for maritime trading – at harbour 
mouth”991 

“watercress, pingao, wahi tapu, hikurangi trough”992 

“Ngāti Awa are the sea people”993 

A number of groups commented on the quality of the coastal environment 
particularly in respect of kai moana.  Historically kai moana was plentiful 
across the region, but today these resources have been depleted through over-
fishing and pollution. 

“cultural context - Porirua harbour and kai moana gave Ngāti Toa mana → 
known for kai moana at Hui”994 

“can no longer fish or take paua from harbour, for last 20-30 years”995 

“don’t eat the kai moana on the beach… old people’s ways”996 

“commercial fishing affected availability of kai”997 

                                                 
985 Lower Hutt – Silver  
986 Wainuiomata – Gold  
987 Otaki – Gold  
988 Johnsonville – Pink  
989 Porirua – Orange  
990 Rongotai – Yellow  
991 Porirua Marae  
992 Kahungunu Rangitane – 1   
993 Waiwhetu Marae – 2  
994 Porirua Marae  
995 Waiwhetu Marae – 1  
996 Waiwhetu Marae – 2  
997 Gladstone Marae – Tahi  
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17.2.1 Natural character of the coastal environment 
The natural character of the coastal environment was expressed through 
comments on features within the coastal environment. 

“Hikurangi trench”998 

“coastline”999 

“more bush at the coast”1000 

There was some concern about the level of development along the coast. 

“harbour reclamation - from development pressure”1001 

“less coastal development”1002 

“more houses and development at the coast”1003 

17.2.2 Coastal water quality and ecosystem health  
There were eight mana whenua iwi workshop groups commented on the 
quality and/or management of coastal waters and ecosystem.  

These groups saw the main sources of pollution and/or threat to be:  

• Stormwater 

“lead levels in sediments from historic discharges affecting shell fish → 
ability to get historic pollutants to pay to clean up” 1004 

• Silt and sedimentation 

“runoff and silt in harbour”1005 

• Rubbish 

“litter at the coast”1006 

• Sewerage  

“sewage discharges to coast e.g. Moa Point impacts on coastal 
biodiversity”1007 

“disposal of sewage on land and sea requires consultation with Māori”1008 

                                                 
998 Kahungunu Rangitane - Rua                                
999 Kahungunu Rangitane – Tahi                   
1000 Gladstone Marae – Wha  
1001 Porirua Marae  
1002 Kahungunu Rangitane – Rua  
1003 Gladstone – Wha  
1004 Porirua Marae  
1005 Porirua Marae  
1006 Gladstone – Wha  
1007 Kahungunu Rangitane – Tahi                   
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17.2.3 Public access to and along the coastal marine area 
Access to the coastal environment was an important issue for mana whenua iwi 
groups.  There was a general concern from 6 of the groups that access was 
becoming more restricted through the privatisation of the coastline.  The 
solution could be providing public right of ways to the coast.   

“boat sheds restricting access to the harbour”1009 

“some farmers blocking access to the coast.  Good thing – preserves kai 
moana.  Bad thing – can not get it”1010 

“used to have good access to kai moana, to the coast – 
development/subdivision of the coast has restricted access”1011 

“public right-of-ways to the coast”1012 

17.2.4 Porirua harbour 
The Porirua Marae group had a number of comments to make regarding the 
state and management of Porirua harbour.  These included:  

“cultural context - Porirua harbour and Kai moana gave Ngāti Toa mana → 
known for kai moana at Hui” 

 “runoff and silt in harbour” 

“1/3 of harbour filled in” 

“lead levels in harbour so high can’t collect shellfish” 

 “objective - within 10 years be able to collect Kai moana from Porirua 
Harbour” 

 “clean up Porirua harbour” 

17.2.5 Mataitai  
The development of mataitai reserves was raised by two of the mana whenua 
iwi groups.  

“mataitai reserve will be behind the beach where people stayed to collect kai 
moana”1013 

                                                                                                                                               
1008 Waiwhetu Marae  
1009 Porirua Marae  
1010 Gladstone – Rua  
1011 Gladstone – Toru  
1012 Gladstone – Wha  
1013 Waiwhetu Marae – 2  
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17.2.6 Restoration of the coastal environment 
There were two mana whenua iwi groups who commented on the need for 
restoration of the coastal environment.  

“need more money put into hands on efforts to clean up harbour”1014 

“dune/wetland restoration”1015 

17.2.7 Protection of the coastal environment 
The need to protect the coastal environment was raised by six of the mana 
whenua iwi groups.  Protection measures included regulatory and non-
regulatory measures, such as education programmes, restrictions on use and 
planning for the future.  

“10 year plan to get kaimoana from harbour”1016 

“solutions to clean up storm water before it enters the harbour”1017 

 “educate the public about desirable actions in region i.e. educate people who 
might not already know about acceptable actions with respect to environmental 
effects, like not washing things down storm water drains”1018 

“protection of dunes from vehicles”1019 

“every marae could issue a kai moana permit in the area”1020 

“regulations on kai moana”1021 

17.3 Alignment with the proposed RPS policy directi on for coastal 
management  
The proposed RPS identifies four regionally significant issues and issues of 
significance to iwi authorities for the coastal environment.  These are:  

• Adverse effects on the natural character of the coastal environment 

• Coastal water quality and ecosystems 

• Human activities interfere with natural coastal processes 

• Public access to and along the coastal marine area, lakes and rivers 

The objectives and policies for the coastal environment aim to protect and 
restore the natural character, ecosystems and natural processes within the 
coastal environment through both regulatory and non-regulatory methods.  The 

                                                 
1014 Porirua Marae 
1015 Kahungunu Rangitane – 1                            
1016 Porirua Marae  
1017 Porirua Marae  
1018 Waiwhetu Marae – 2  
1019 Kahungunu Rangitane – Tahi                   
1020 Waiwhetu Marae – 2  
1021 Galdstone Marae – Rua  
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comments from the workshops support this approach to managing the coastal 
environment. `` 

The establishment and administration of marine reserves is not included in the 
proposed RPS.  This is covered by legislation outside of the RMA. 

18. Energy, infrastructure and waste section of the  proposed 
RPS 
Energy, infrastructure and waste were all a concern to the public workshop 
groups and the mana whenua iwi groups particularly in respect of their effects 
on the natural environment.  

18.1 Regionally significant energy issues to the ge neral public  
Nearly 40 groups located across the region made comment on matters relating 
to sustainable energy generation. 

“stronger support for sustainable energy generation initiatives”1022  

“use sustainable energy sources, consider energy by products”1023 

More specifically:  

• A number of groups commented on the ability for buildings to meet some of 
their energy needs through small scale energy generation or efficient design.    

“solar panels for hot water”1024  

“solar power → homes, businesses”1025 

 “installing home wind power (very small size)”1026  

“better housing quality, requiring insulation, energy efficient houses”1027  

“encourage residential use of alternative energy, solar, wind …”1028 

• A small number of groups commented on the need for energy conservation 
and efficiency.   

“take responsibility to reduce –rubbish, - electricity and water use, - car 
use”1029  

                                                 
1022 Johnsonville – Green  
1023 Rongotai – Red  
1024 Martinborough – Blue  
1025 Berhampore – Green  
1026 Porirua – C  
1027 Paraparaumu – Black  
1028 Johnsonville – Blue  
1029 Lower Hutt – Green  
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“energy descent action plan EDAP, resource action plan. Reduce energy 
use. Natural recourses”1030 

• A number of groups commented on the availability and diversity of 
potential renewable energy resources within the region.   

“solar energy instead of wind farms and hydrodams”1031  

“use sustainable energy sources, consider energy by products”1032  

“provide for areas where wind and wave energy can occur” 1033  

“more wind farms”1034 

• A large number of groups commented on the need for increased walking, 
cycling and public transportation and reduced car usage. However, the main 
motivation for these comments appears to be human health either through 
improved air quality or exercise.  However, there was a small group that 
linked transportation use to fossil fuel consumption and greenhouse gas 
emissions.   

“cycle more and drive less, so less CO2”1035   

“reduce carbon – more public transport”1036  

“work on biofuels using recycled materials”1037 

A small number of groups commented on methods to achieve change in 
respect of energy supply and demand. There was a mixture of regulatory 
and non-regulatory methods proposed, these included:  

• Greater Wellington rates assistance 

“target assistance with rates and warm up NZ insulation and heat grants in 
poor quality areas”1038 

• Government funding 

“solar panels on buildings etc. (Gov funding)”1039 

• Greater Wellington assisting in reducing the costs  

“provide bulk purchase arrangements for solar systems and water 

                                                 
1030 Upper Hutt – Purple  
1031 Lower Hutt – Gold  
1032 Rongotai – Red  
1033 Rongotai – Yellow  
1034 Johnsonville – Green  
1035 Berhampore – Purple  
1036 Lower Hutt – Yellow  
1037 Masterton – K  
1038 Lower Hutt – Black  
1039 Lower Hutt – Blue  
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collection systems”1040  

“provide grants for home insulation”1041 

• Changes to legislation 

“influence building code to require solar energy in private home”1042  

“mandatory for solar heaters on all houses”1043 

• Greater Wellington general support 

“support solar hot water heaters”1044 

• Greater Wellington to remove barriers 

“barriers to urban solar power use need to be tacked urgently – air quality 
issue”1045 

18.2 Energy issues of significance to mana whenua i wi authorities  
Two mana whenua iwi workshops groups also 
commented on the need for sustainable energy 
generation.    

“using solar wind alternative energy systems in 
appropriate places”1046 

“permit more wind farms, investigate wave 
power”1047 

18.3 Alignment with proposed RPS policy 
direction for energy 
The proposed RPS issues of regional significance 
and significance to iwi authorities highlight the region’s dependency on fossil 
fuels making it vulnerable to supply disruptions and energy shortages.  There is 
recognition in the proposed RPS that significant renewable energy resources 
exist within the region. 

Objective 9 of the proposed RPS aims for the region’s energy needs to be met 
through improved energy efficiency and conservation, a diverse range of 
renewable energy sources, reduced dependency on fossil fuels and a reduction 
in greenhouse gas emissions.   

                                                 
1040 Lower Hutt – Orange  
1041 Lower Hutt – Purple  
1042 Lower Hutt – Orange  
1043 Pipitea Marae 
1044 Wainuiomata – Gold  
1045 Paekakariki – Green  
1046 Kahungunu Rangitane – Tahi                   
1047 Kahungunu Rangitane – 1                            

Box 18. “Trying to get 
access to get the right 
people at the right level 
to make a decision has 
been very frustrating. 
My wife and I have 
been planting ~300 
willow wands a year at 
least half will survive 
so we are making some 
progress along the 
way.” 
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The majority of comments in the general public workshops and mana whenua 
iwi workshops focused on the development of renewable energy resources and 
the need for increased energy efficiency, rather than the region’s dependency 
on fossil fuels and vulnerability of supply.   There is no indication of the 
reasoning behind these comments.   

In conclusion, there is support for the development of renewable energy 
resources within the region but the reason for this support is difficult to 
determine. It could be either the security of supply or protection of the natural 
environment.  

18.4 Regionally significant infrastructure issues t o the general public 

The comments from the workshop groups on infrastructure primarily focused 
on the effects of infrastructure development on the local community.  The two 
main areas of concern were windfarm developments, and the construction of 
the proposed expressway at Otaki. 

“wind farms – noise pollution, reduction in land value, psychological harm, 
contrary to wild open landscape that Wairarapa is famous for”1048  

“keep the landscape free of impediments to the values.  No windfarms, 
minimum pylons/towers, minimum signage”1049 

“air polluted by expressway plus noise and light issues”1050  

“impact of proposed express way on land – wet lands, arable land, water, 
ecological...”1051 

Other areas of concern included:  

• Telecommunication facilities 

“community exposed to excess EMF from all towns which are placed on the 
landscape without a sensible plan”1052 

• Airports 

“air noise pollution.  Airport times of day for noise.  Traffic ambient 
noise”1053 

18.5 Infrastructure issues of significance to iwi a uthorities 

There were two mana whenua iwi groups that commented on infrastructure 
planning.  These comments were as follows:  

“infrastructure – ensure there is planning for future development i.e. 
sewage”1054 

                                                 
1048 Martinborough – Blue 3 
1049 Porirua – Purple  
1050 Otaki – Black  
1051 Otaki – Blue  
1052 Otaki – Silver  
1053 Paraparaumu – Black  
1054 Porirua Marae  
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“lack of maintenance of infrastructure i.e. storm water and waste water”1055 

18.6 Alignment with proposed RPS policy direction f or infrastructure 

The proposed RPS identified infrastructure as a regionally significant issue and 
issue of significance to iwi authorities due to the benefits of infrastructure 
provision to communities and the potential for reverse sensitivity effects to 
arise.  Reverse sensitivity effects potential occur where a new sensitive activity 
(e.g. residential) establishes near existing land-use (e.g. a road), leading to 
complaints about the existing land use from the new activities.    The objectives 
and policies within the proposed RPS relating to infrastructure have the same 
focus.  

There were no specific comments within either the public workshops or mana 
whenua iwi workshops on the benefits of infrastructure or the potential for 
reverse sensitivity effects to arise.   The workshop groups tended to focus on 
the management of infrastructure and the adverse effects associated with 
infrastructure development on the local environment.  These concerns are not 
expressed within the issue statement of the proposed RPS but are included in 
the introductory statement.  

18.7 Regionally significant waste issues to the gen eral public 

Waste management and the need for waste minimisation were raised by 44 of 
the public workshop groups. The main reason for this concern was a general 
push to reduce the volume of waste, as well as more specifically to:  

• Reduce pressure on limited landfill capacity and the adverse environment 
effects of landfills on water quality. 

 “landfill – too many ppl using it. Limited life. Why do we send stuff to 
landfill” 1056  

 “reduce rubbish to landfill”1057   

“do not allow leachate (rubbish) to enter water ways” 1058 

• Utilise the soil health benefits associated with composting. 

“household do more composting of green waste heavily improving soil”1059 

“recycle foods wastes and build living soils in our own backyard”1060 

• Protect the environment from pollutants associated with waste products.  

“more accessible recycling- promoted so more are aware how easy/ how 
benefits environment”1061 

                                                 
1055 Waiwhetu Marae – 2  
1056 Upper Hutt – Blue  
1057 Wellington Central – Orange2 
1058 Rongotai College – Red  
1059 Otaki – Purple  
1060 Otaki – Silver  
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“lack of access to waste/recycle meaning waste getting into 
environment”1062 

“minimise “waste” (leads to less pollution)”1063 

“look after waste disposal water quality”1064 

The public workshop groups saw three main ways to reduce the volume of 
waste generated.  These being:  

• Composting  

“encourage gardening and composting at home”1065  

“recycle foods wastes and build living soils in our own backyard”1066 

• Recycling and reuse  

“upgrade and further develop recycling”1067  

“promote reuse recycle sustainable living”1068 

• Source reduction in the amount of waste products generated 

“using paper bags in supermarket for fruit and veg. instead of plastic”1069 

“reduce own waste”1070 

“read the newspapers at work or in a café rather than buy one”1071 

“integration of community skills that reduce waste is not happening. Flax 
vs. plastic bags”1072 

Additionally, 41 groups identified litter and/or illegal dumping of rubbish as a 
concern.   

“stop people dumping their rubbish in or near rivers” 1073  

“rubbish on beaches and in natural areas and public places”1074.  

                                                                                                                                               
1061 Lower Hutt – Blue  
1062 Tinui – Purple  
1063 Johnsonville – Green  
1064 Porirua – B  
1065 Upper Hutt – Green  
1066 Otaki – Silver  
1067 Lower Hutt – Yellow  
1068 Otaki – Silver  
1069 Lower Hutt – Blue  
1070 Lower Hutt – Yellow  
1071 Wellington Central – Orange2  
1072 Porirua – B  
1073 Upper Hutt – Orange  
1074 Wellington Central – Orange2 
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18.8 Waste issues of significance to mana whenua iw i  

Waste management arose as a concern to five of the mana whenua iwi groups.  
The two main areas for concern were:  

• The need to encourage waste reduction through composting and recycling. 

“compost//waste, living earth, ‘pops’”1075 

“encourage recycling”1076 

• The adverse effects associated with landfill leachate entering fresh and 
coastal waterbodies. 

“landfill? Leaking into streams”1077 

 “leachate and discharges killing life in 
water for a long way downstream e.g. 
Silverstream – recent discharge into Hulls 
Creek (few years ago)”1078 

“rubbish dumps run off”1079 

““tips” not sealed and used for disposing of 
chemicals”1080 

 

Littering and illegal dumping of rubbish was a concern to five of the mana 
whenua iwi groups.  

“community incentive for a rubbish drive”1081 

“fines for littering” 1082 

 “tip too dear – people are dumping on the roadside” 1083 

“litter at the coast”1084 

18.9 Alignment with proposed RPS policy direction f or waste 
management 
Waste was identified as a regionally significant issue and issue of significance 
to the region’s iwi authorities in the proposed RPS.  The issue expressed 
concern that the current waste volumes could not be accommodated in existing 
landfills and that developing new landfills pose significant economic, 

                                                 
1075 Waiwhetu Marae – 2  
1076 Gladstone Marae – Tahi Group 
1077 Porirua Marae  
1078 Waiwhetu Marae – 1  
1079 Kahungunu Rangitane – Rua                                  
1080 Waiwhetu Marae – 2  
1081 Kahungunu Rangitane – Rua                                   
1082 Kahungunu Rangitane – 1                    
1083 Gladstone Marae – Rua  
1084 Gladstone Marae – Wha  
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environmental and social challenges.   The workshop participants generally 
support this issue analysis.  However, the proposed RPS issue statement does 
not identify littering or illegal dumping of rubbish as a particular policy issue 
for managing natural resources in the region.  

The supporting objective aims to reduce the quantity of waste disposed of in 
landfills.  This would be achieved through a non-regulatory policy promoting 
the efficient use and conservation of resources.  

The general public workshops and mana whenua iwi workshops support the 
identification of waste as a regionally significant issue and issue of significance 
to the region’s iwi authorities.  The workshop participants are also generally 
supportive of a non-regulatory approach to achieving this objective.  

“advertise the benefits of recycling”1085  

“more accessible recycling- promoted so more are aware how easy/ how 
benefits environment”1086 

“better incentives to reduce waste generation”1087 

19. Fresh water section of the proposed RPS 
The region’s freshwater resources were identified through the public 
workshops as being one of the worst managed natural resources within the 
region.  There were 228 individuals who identified freshwater as the worst 
managed resource whilst 86 individuals identified freshwater as the best 
managed natural resource. 

Fresh water was identified by both public and mana whenua iwi workshops as 
an important resource with a variety of different values and uses.  There was 
general consensus that water quality and quantity was an issue across the 
region.  The groups commented on what they saw to be the main causes of the 
water quality and quantity issues and potential solutions to these issues.    

19.1 Regionally significant fresh water issues for the general public 
The public workshop groups considered that there were issues surrounding 
water quality and quantity.  The main reasons for this concern were: 

• Stormwater discharges 
• Sewerage discharges 
• Agricultural run-off and fertiliser application 
• Silt and sedimentation 
• Stock access 
• Fish barriers, channelisation and piping 
• Low river levels and water allocation 
• Irrigation 
• Reduction in ground water quantity 

                                                 
1085 Lower Hutt – Black  
1086 Lower Hutt – Blue  
1087 Upper Hutt – Green  
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The groups identified a number of areas where improvements could be made 
through both regulatory and non-regulatory methods:  

• Water conservation 
• Water re-use (e.g. water harvesting, rain tanks, and grey water) 
• Riparian management, including planting and fencing 
• Low impact urban design techniques (including reduction in impervious 

surfaces) 

19.1.1 Stormwater discharges 

Stormwater discharges were identified by 52 of the public workshop groups as 
an issue.    These groups were located in the more intensively developed urban 
areas such as the Hutt Valley, Wellington City, Porirua City and the Kapiti 
Coast.  

The main cause of stormwater discharges was seen to be impervious surfaces 
and there was a strong push by a number of groups to reduce the level of 
impervious surface within urban areas.  Stormwater discharges were 
considered to increase flood risks and pollute aquatic ecosystems.   There was 
also concern that sewerage was entering stormwater systems and discharging 
into the environment untreated.  

“flooding in urban areas, therefore too much land covered with hard 
surfaces”1088 

“litter on harbour floor pollution from road runoff” 1089 

“sewage cross connection to stormwater and then to stream”1090 

A number of groups in the rural areas also felt that there was an inconsistency 
between the policy approach for dairy farm effluent and urban effluents.   

“management of urban effluents – non consistent rules for councils and 
farmers”1091 

“rules are not equal – dairy farm vs urban effluent” 1092 

There was a push by the workshop participants for both regulatory and non-
regulatory controls.   For regulatory controls there was general support for the 
need to apply for resource consent for stormwater discharges and impose 
conditions.   

“stronger condition on resource consents for discharges to harbour *”1093 

“stormwater management inadequate; pollutants, sediments”1094 

                                                 
1088 Wellington Central – Orange                                  2  
1089 Lower Hutt – Orange  
1090 Otaki – Gold  
1091 Masterton – H  
1092 Martinborough – Yellow  
1093 Berhampore  – A  
1094 Porirua – Orange  
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“change DC bylaws to improve storm water management” 1095 

“rules in plan around water quality of stormwater discharge”1096 

The non-regulatory methods focused on improving education and raising 
public awareness about stormwater.   

“have more signs on drains what cant go there/where its going/what it will 
effect (animals)”1097 

“initiate greater awareness of stormwater contaminants”1098 

“educate public to look out for environment to prevent harm i.e. storm water 
drain health”1099 

“education that storm water ends up in rivers and coasts”1100 

“advocate/regulate for better storm-water/run off control” 1101   

“talk to neighbours – don’t wash cars with detergent in street”1102 

There were also a number of groups pushing for land development changes in 
the form of low impact urban design techniques that reduce the volume of 
stormwater at the source.   

“reduced rain run off –keep it on the land”1103 

“reduce flood risks – policies for low impact urban design in 
developments”1104 

“increase area of permeable surfaces”1105 

“more swales less storm water drains more rain collection and filtering 
ponds”1106 

19.1.2 Sewerage discharges  
The discharge of sewerage into fresh water was raised as a concern by 41 of 
the public workshop groups.  This concern was shared across the region.  
However, there was particular concern within the Wairarapa towns.  

“poor town sewage outflows”1107 

                                                 
1095 Rongotai – Red  
1096 Paraparaumu – Purple  
1097 Lower Hutt – Blue  
1098 Lower Hutt – Gold  
1099 Masterton – F  
1100 Johnsonville – Blue  
1101 Johnsonville – Green  
1102 Karori – Purple  
1103 Wellington Central – Orange2  
1104 Lower Hutt – Black  
1105 Upper Hutt – Blue  
1106 Otaki – Silver  
1107 Martinborough – Blue 3 
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“wastewater issue is problem – all councils should be on the same level”1108 

“clean rivers of sewage etc”1109 

 “Ruamahanga not safe at times of year for recreation through sewage”1110 

“sewage leakage into urban streams”1111 

“sewage cross connection to stormwater and 
then to stream”1112 

“raw sewage still spilled into waterways, 
harbour”1113 

There was a push by some groups for tighter 
controls or prohibition of sewerage discharges to 
water.  

“tighter controls needed on sewerage disposal to 
waterways”1114 

 “require minimum standards on sewage 
infrastructure”1115 

“make sure no sewerage goes into waterways”1116 

 “stop urban sewerage getting into waterways”1117 

 “keep towns sewage out of our river”1118 

One group also recognised that sewerage discharges were cultural insensitive. 

“sewage discharges bad for health and culturally insensitive”1119 

19.1.3 Agricultural nutrient run-off and fertiliser application 
There were 37 public workshop groups that commented on the effects from 
agricultural activities particularly nutrient and fertiliser run-off entering 
waterbodies.  The majority of these groups were located in the Hutt Valley 
Wairarapa and along the Kapiti Coast.  

‘too many nitrates from dairy”1120 

                                                 
1108 Martinborough – Grey  
1109 Masterton – Black  
1110 Masterton – F  
1111 Karori – Purple  
1112 Otaki – Gold  
1113 Porirua – Purple  
1114 Masterton – Gold  
1115 Lower Hutt – Gold  
1116 Masterton – K  
1117 Tinui – Black  
1118 Martinborough – Orange  
1119 Lower Hutt – Green  
1120 Lower Hutt – Gold  

Box 20. one thing we 
came up with was a 
challenge to the council to 
perhaps step back from the 
wind farm debate and 
think outside the square 
and press for installing 
solar panels, or other 
forms that would negate 
the need for wind farms 
and the landscape issues 
they produce. Or small or 
individual sized wind 
energy mills on houses 
and such. 



 

PAGE 141 OF 235 

   

“farming runoff allowed into waterways – pollution”1121 

“run off from market gardens and farms from chemicals” 1122 

“waterways are polluted by nitrogen run-off, effluent run-off particularly from 
dairy farms”1123 

“animal pollution in waterways”1124 

19.1.4 Fish barriers, channelisation and piping 
The alteration of streams through the installation of structures, channelisation 
or piping was identified as a concern to about 20 of the public workshop 
groups.   The need to remove fish barriers and provide for fish passages was 
raised by 10 of the public workshop groups.  The main reason for this concern 
was for native fish to access spawning areas. 

“pinched pipes preventing fish passage”1125 

“fish barriers are preventing fish access to spawning grounds”1126 

The groups saw it to be Greater Wellington’s role to remove fish barriers and 
enable fish passage. 

“prohibit barriers in waterways (no dams, no filled gullies)”1127 

“establish fish ladder at Waikanae river weir to assist spawning”1128 

“allow for fish passage on piped stream and barriers” 1129 

“freshwater: WRC needs to stop and remove all fish access barriers”1130 

“remove fish passage barriers owned by GW”1131 

Concerns were raised by six of the public workshop groups about the 
channelisation of streams within the region. 

“artificially created environment eg. concrete channel in Waiwhetu 
stream”1132 

“consider how to preserve the form of local rivers ie. Not turn into canals”1133 

                                                 
1121 Otaki – Gold  
1122 Otaki – Purple  
1123 Martinborough – Black  
1124 Masterton – Black  
1125 Wellington Central – Orange2  
1126 Porirua – Gold  
1127 Wainuiomata – Gold  
1128 Paraparaumu – Purple  
1129 Johnsonville – Pink  
1130 Porirua – Gold  
1131 Rongotai – Red  
1132 Lower Hutt – Green  
1133 Lower Hutt – Silver  
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“stop straightening streams and concreting the edges – killing biodiversity 
natural plantings”1134 

A couple of the urban groups from Lower Hutt and Wellington raised concerns 
about the piping of urban stream and the need to uncover or daylight existing 
piped streams. 

“daylighting the streams and rivers”1135 

“set clean guidelines on piping of streams in sub divisions-more stringent 
guidelines”1136 

“remove the storm water pipes and create/reinstate waterways”1137 

19.1.5 Stock access 
The issue of stock accessing 
waterways and the need to fence 
off waterways was raised by 24 
of the public workshop groups.  
The majority of these groups 
were located in the Wairarapa 
and along the Kapiti Coast.   The 
impact on water quality was 
identified as the main concern.  

“effluent control – stock 
pollution of waterways”1138 

“water quality compromised by non-point pollution, especially cattle in 
streams”1139 

“polluted waterways by stock”1140 

The need to get stock out of the waterways was identified as a necessary 
action.  The main avenue for achieving this was through fencing off the 
waterways. 

“keep all stock out of water”1141 

“get stock out of waterways”1142 

“farmers can fence off waterways and plant there”1143 

“waterways fenced off especially on dairy farms”1144 

                                                 
1134 Otaki – Silver  
1135 Lower Hutt – Gold  
1136 Johnsonville – Pink  
1137 Rongotai – Yellow  
1138 Otaki – Orange  
1139 Martinborough – Silver  
1140 Masterton – K  
1141 Masterton – Gold  
1142 Martinborough – Grey  
1143 Lower Hutt – Purple  
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“protect waterways (fencing off planting etc)”1145 

A number of these groups commented on the policy approach required to 
facilitate the fencing of waterways.  These approaches ranged from non-
regulatory approaches to regulatory approaches.  The non-regulatory, such as 
financial incentives, recognised that the issue was bigger than individual 
farmers and farming organisations and required Greater Wellington support.  
There were also requested for a more regulatory approach which required 
farmers to fence and issued abatement notices if stock were found in 
waterways.  

“not good enough to give Fonterra responsibility for fencing, problem is 
bigger than that”1146 

“fencing incentives and checks to stop farm animals in rivers”1147 

“more support for riparian fencing/planting”1148 

“continued non-reg approach to stuck access to waterways”1149 

“funding for fencing of waterways on farms”1150 

“legislate to stop stock grazing in river beds”1151 

“biodiversity/water – regulate to make dairy farmers fence off riparian 
margins”1152 

“issue abatement notices to farmers who allow cows to ***  in the streams”1153 

The concern about stock entering waterways is consistent with the issue 
identification in the proposed RPS. 

19.1.6 Silt and sedimentation 

Silt and sedimentation was raised as a concern by 30 of the public workshop 
groups. This was a concern in both rural areas and urban areas due to soil 
erosion and earthwork effects, respectively.  

“sediment local in waterways”1154 

“river sediment build up”1155 

                                                                                                                                               
1144 Upper Hutt – Green  
1145 Tinui – Purple  
1146 Otaki – Orange 2  
1147 Johnsonville – Blue  
1148 Otaki – Green  
1149 Tinui – Green  
1150 Masterton – C  
1151 Martinborough – Silver  
1152 Paraparaumu – Black  
1153 Martinborough – Silver  
1154 Lower Hutt – Gold  
1155 Martinborough – Green  
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“farming steep areas is causing erosion, soil week of water quality 
problems”1156 

“water way pollution/dairy sewage, fertilizer, runoff, silt from erosion” 1157 

“runoff from earthworks, dirty streams, harbours, silting up” 1158 

The solution to soil erosion in rural areas is discussed in more detail in the soils 
section 26.1.1.  In respect of urban areas, the focus is controlling earthworks.  
The emphasis was on tighter regulation and stricter enforcement with help 
designing the appropriate devices.  

“inadequate sediment control or earth works”1159 

“provide silt control traps for earth works”1160 

“design of sediment traps is hopeless”1161 

“tighten up regulation of sediment input to waterways”1162 

“enforce sediment rules”1163 

19.1.7 River levels and allocation 

Water quantity was a concern to 65 of the public workshop groups.  

River levels and the allocation of water were identified by 53 groups as a 
concern.  These groups were located in the Wairarapa, Hutt Valley and Kapiti 
Coast.  There was concern about the low river levels in a number of the 
region’s rivers. 

“disappointed even alarmed at the proposed reduction of water flow for Hutt 
River”1164 

“keep the flow in Hutt R. enough to maintain intrinsic value”1165 

“poor water flow in Waikanae River”1166 

“reduced H2O flow in Waikanae River, water for fish?” 1167 

“too much water extraction in Ruangarua river”1168 

                                                 
1156 Paekakariki – Green  
1157 Masterton – G  
1158 Johnsonville – Pink  
1159 Lower Hutt – Gold  
1160 Lower Hutt – Silver  
1161 Pipitea Marae  
1162 Porirua – Orange  
1163 Rongotai – Red  
1164 Lower Hutt – Black  
1165 Lower Hutt – Yellow  
1166 Otaki – Green  
1167 Otaki – Purple  
1168 Martinborough – Silver  
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Low river levels were considered to be having adverse effects on the aquatic 
ecosystems within the rivers.  

“lack of habitat for fish = low river flows”1169 

“biodiversity reduced by water quality and reduced flow” 1170 

“low water levels/different water levels than needed by fish, birds, etc. due to 
extraction, flood management”1171 

“control water to provide for ecological flows”1172 

Algal blooms were also attributed to low river levels.  There were seven public 
workshop groups located on the western side of the region mainly along the 
Kapiti Coast and in the Hutt Valley who raised concern about the toxic nature 
of algal blooms.  

“algae reduced river flow, reduced flushing flows”1173 

“increased algal blooms”1174 

“pet animals threatened by algae bloom…”1175 

“Waikanae River summer algal blooms balance between water supply 
maintained at minimum river flow”1176 

“toxic algae in summer”1177 

“Hutt River – toxic algae bloom”1178 

There was recognition within the groups that there were multiple parties 
requiring the use of fresh water, both urban and rural.   

“competition for water, urban:rural”1179 

“intensive farming is placing too great a strain on soil and water 
resources”1180 

“using town supply for town only, use shit water for grapes”1181 

“advance the water harvest and storage project in Wairarapa” 1182 

                                                 
1169 Lower Hutt – Black  
1170 Upper Hutt – Orange  
1171 Johnsonville – Pink  
1172 Rongotai – Yellow  
1173 Lower Hutt – Black  
1174 Upper Hutt – Green  
1175 Upper Hutt – Orange  
1176 Otaki – Blue  
1177 Otaki – Green  
1178 Rongotai – Red  
1179 Otaki – Gold  
1180 Martinborough – Black  
1181 Martinborough – Orange  
1182 Masterton – Green  
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“support water storage dams on farms”1183 

“water for farming, drinking, recreation, manufacturing” 1184 

A number of groups commented on the potential policy direction for water 
allocation.  The focus was on regulation and limiting water takes. 

“limit take-off of water from Hutt river”1185 

“water management seems to be about 
increasing take no comm.. to managing 
demand”1186 

“permit allocation for water”1187 

“overly complex process for monitoring 
water usage”1188 

“increase minimum flow of Hutt River to 
800l/sec”1189 

19.1.8 Irrigation 

The availability of freshwater for irrigation purposes was raised by 18 groups, 
predominantly located in the Wairarapa.  

The need to store water for irrigation purposes was considered to be necessary.  
The majority of groups, particularly around Masterton, supported progressing 
the Wairarapa irrigation project. 

“water storage for irrigation”1190 

“development of the plan for an irrigation scheme. Put into action”1191 

“advance the water harvest and storage project in Wairarapa” 1192 

“continue to back irrigation trust”1193 

However, concerns were raised about the necessity of irrigation, consultation 
surrounding irrigation management, control of irrigation permits and the 
potential adverse effects of irrigation 

“irrigation for dairy farms excessive”1194 

                                                 
1183 Tinui – Green  
1184 Karori – Purple  
1185 Lower Hutt – Purple  
1186 Lower Hutt – Silver  
1187 Masterton – J  
1188 Otaki – Green  
1189 Upper Hutt – Blue  
1190 Martinbrough – Orange  
1191 Masterton – C  
1192 Masterton – Green  
1193 Tinui – Green  
1194 Martinborough – Silver  

Box 21. our group has had a 
few disagreements but along 
the way we have come up 2 
statements to describe our 
community and the council. 
Community- to educate and 
involve as many people as 
possible to care, protect, 
restore, and honour our 
environment.  For the 
council- the community and 
GW need to work together to 
achieve all calls. 
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“irrigation water management – more consultation needed”1195 

“seeming lack of control on irrigation permits”1196 

“excessive irrigation causing soil degradation”1197 

There was also an acknowledgement by some groups that irrigation was only 
one use for water and that an integrated water management framework would 
be required. 

“waterways – allocation problems. Competing use stock, irrigation, 
horticulture, recreation”1198 

“ensure any irrigation is part of a wider water and energy framework”1199 

19.1.9 Reduction in ground water quantity 

The quantity of ground water was a concern to 17 of the public workshop 
groups. Most of these groups were mainly located in the Wairarapa and along 
the Kapiti Coast.   The groups were concerned that about the allocation of, and 
declining levels of ground water.  

“allocation of ground water”1200 

“over use of bores for irrigation aqua-low”1201 

“concern about ground water declining due to use of shallow bores”1202 

“possible excessive ground water take due to many bores”1203 

“no more water to be taken from aquifer”1204 

Modelling and monitoring of ground water resources was supported by 10 of 
the groups.  

 “research the state of the underground water resource” 1205 

“water management ie monitor and model groundwater better, minimise water 
waste, under ground water / managed”1206 

 “continued study into groundwater availability (full use of allocation)”1207 

                                                 
1195 Martinborough – Pink  
1196 Masterton – I  
1197 Martinborough – Black   
1198 Martinborough – Grey  
1199 Martinborough – Green  
1200 Tinui – Green  
1201 Martinborough – Green  
1202 Paraparaumu – Silver  
1203 Paekakariki – Green  
1204 Upper Hutt – Purple  
1205 Martinborough – Black  
1206 Martinborough – Green  
1207 Tinui – Green  
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19.1.10 Water conservation 
The conservation of water use was identified by 30 groups as a priority. These 
groups were predominantly from the Hutt Valley with a few from the Kapiti 
Coast and Wellington City.   These groups wanted a reduction in water use.  
Paying for water and/or financial incentives (e.g. water meters) to use less 
water was supported by ten groups.  Education was also supported by four of 
groups.  

“conserve water”1208 

“reduce water consumption”1209 

 “leadership for GW in managing water needs – bring in water meters”1210 

“place financial penalties on water utilities if consumption does not drop.”1211 

“free water for all users encourages waste”1212 

“introduce water metering”1213 

 “water use education”1214 

 “WRC can provide educational material to educate rate payers about wasting 
water etc”1215 

19.1.11 Water reuse (including grey water, rain tanks, water harvesting) 

Reuse of water through water harvesting, greywater collection and the 
installation of rain tanks were supported by 28 of the public workshop groups.   
The reasoning for this was two fold, firstly water use reduction and, secondly, 
reduction in stormwater volumes.  The majority of groups favoured a subsidy 
scheme supported by Greater Wellington to encourage installation of water 
conservation devices.  A smaller number of groups thought that regulations 
should be introduced to require the installation of these devices.  

“save water, - meters, - rainwater tanks”1216 

“encourage local authorities in region to require rainwater catchment systems 
for new houses”1217 

“no incentives for water re-use systems i.e. Retention tanks or re-use tanks”1218 

“legislate to use local water collection and storage NOT runoff into 
streams”1219 

                                                 
1208 Lower Hutt – Yellow  
1209 Otaki – Orange  
1210 Lower Hutt – Blue  
1211 Lower Hutt – Gold  
1212 Otaki – Gold  
1213 Paekakariki – Dark Green  
1214 Otaki – Green  
1215 Paraparaumu – Blue  
1216 Paraparaumu – Blue  
1217 Lower Hutt – Blue  
1218 Lower Hutt – Gold  
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“provide incentives for rainwater collection and storm water management by 
households”1220 

“encourage water harvesting”1221 

“subsidise rain water and grey water systems”1222 

19.1.12 Riparian management 
Riparian management was raised by 49 of the public workshop groups.  
Riparian management was seen as a way to reduce the effects of rural and 
urban land uses and beautify rural and urban areas.   There are also ecological 
advantages for aquatic ecosystems from riparian planting.   

 “tall trees to shade streams and rivers”1223 

“improvement of stream side habitats, more diversity of plants/fish”1224 

“fence water ways and plant to filter water on it way into the rivers”1225 

There was a strong push for native plantings rather introduced species such as 
willows. 

“riparian planting of flax rather than willows!”1226 

“plant water ways with natives”1227 

A number of the groups commented on potential methods to initiate riparian 
planting across the region.  The emphasis was on a non-regulatory approach 
which included education and financial assistance.   Groups also recognised 
that some community groups were already involved in planting riparian strips 
across the region.  

“assist with funding for community projects (riparian fencing, etc)”1228 

“provide guidance and encouragement for good farming practice – eg. 
riparian planting”1229 

“provide assistance for stream strip plantings/trees”  1230 

“advice and money help for riparian planting”1231 

“join with community groups to replant areas, especially riparian zones”1232 

                                                                                                                                               
1219 Lower Hutt – Orange  
1220 Lower Hutt – Purple  
1221 Martinborough – Green  
1222 Berhampore – B  
1223 Lower Hutt – Gold  
1224 Johnsonville – Pink  
1225 Masterton – C  
1226 Martinborough – Green  
1227 Masterton – F  
1228 Lower Hutt – Orange  
1229 Masterton – D  
1230 Masterton – E  
1231 Johnsonville – Blue  
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“erosion – soil conservation, lack of regulation to make farmers fence off 
riparian margins”1233 

19.1.13 Public access to waterbodies 
Public access to waterbodies was raised by 10 public workshop groups.  The 
groups commented the ability of the public to access fresh water.  Generally, it 
was considered that access to fresh water was limited and could be improved.  

“review any existing anomalies in access e.g. private ownership of riverside or 
limiting access of river, lakes, coast”1234 

“freedom to go to coast and rivers!”1235 

“access to Lake Wairarapa limited”1236 

“lack of access to the coast, rivers, lakes”1237 

There was notable concern regarding the damage caused by vehicles along 
river beds and banks with a push for further restrictions on access.  

“damage caused by 4x4 vehicle uses in rivers”1238 

“report 4WD incursions on river (it is illegal)”1239 

“no 4-wheel drives in rivers – destruction of river and biological control  eg. 
Dydimo”1240 

“pursue the effective banning of 4wd vehicles in all rivers and 
surroundings”1241 

19.2 Fresh water issues of significance to mana whe nua iwi 

19.2.1 Value and uses of fresh water resources 

All the mana whenua iwi groups commented on the values associated with 
fresh water, its state and/or its management.  

Three of the mana whenua iwi groups commented on the connection and value 
to them of fresh water.  

“water - value, taonga, ownership understanding”1242 

“G.W. could inform public that water is taonga”1243 

                                                                                                                                               
1232 Porirua – Black  
1233 Paraparaumu – Black  
1234 Paraparaumu – Orange  
1235 Martinborough – Red  
1236 Martinborough – Silver  
1237 Rongotai – Red  
1238 Lower Hutt – Silver  
1239 Lower Hutt – Silver  
1240 Lower Hutt – Yellow  
1241 Lower Hutt – Purple  
1242 Waiwhetu Marae – 2  
1243 Waiwhetu Marae – 2  
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“M āori land needs access to water because Māori will be here forever.  Need 
to protect historical and existing access to water for Māori” 1244 

The value of fresh water habitats as a source of kowhitiwhiti (watercress) was 
identified by 4 of the mana whenua iwi groups.   

“watercress, pingao, wahi tapu, hikurangi trough”1245 

“water – kai and cress”1246 

19.2.2 Fresh water quality and aquatic ecosystem health 
The mana whenua iwi groups all commented on the poor state of fresh water 
aquatic ecosystem health and the need for improvement.  The main reasons for 
concern were the same as the general public workshops.  Those being:  

• Stormwater discharges (3 groups) 

“urban developments → storm water runoff (hard surfaces)”1247 

“storm water run off, river pollution…”1248 

• Sewerage discharges (8 groups)  

“water polluted, sewage, lakes”1249 

“protest against sewage”1250 

“stop sewage going in river”1251 

• Agricultural run-off and fertiliser application (6 groups)1252 

“poor water quality in rivers – high nutrient levels” 

“effluent from dairy farms”1253 

“farms polluted water”1254 

• Silt and sedimentation (4 groups) 

“sedimentation in streams and estuaries”1255 

                                                 
1244 Gladstone Marae – Rimu  
1245 Kahungunu Rangitane – 1  
1246 Gladstone Marae – Tahi  
1247 Waiwhetu Marae – 1  
1248 Kahungunu Rangitane - Rua   
1249 Gladstone Marae – Tahi  
1250 Kahungunu Rangitane – Tahi  
1251 Gladstone Marae – Tahi  
1252 Kahungunu Rangitane – Tahi  
1253 Gladstone Marae – Tahi  
1254 Gladstone Marae – Rua  
1255 Kahungunu Rangitane – Tahi 
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“more silt in floodwaters now; more silt left on paddocks after floods”1256 

• Fish barriers, channelisation and piping (1 group) 

“Retrofitting barriers i.e. culverts to allow fish passage pay for with general 
rates”1257 

• Low river levels and water allocation (9 groups) 

“low flows contributing to cyanobacteria growths”1258 

“low water level in summer months (draw off)”1259 

“against any reduction in flow in the Hutt River”1260 

“rivers were deeper – where has the water gone?”1261 

“better control of use of water”1262 

• River management works (including flood management and gravel 
extraction) (7 groups) 

“flood protection activities = loss of habitat for fish and white bait”1263 

“flood protection activities removing natural processes of river”1264 

 “Ruamahanga River – it’s changed; used to be more flow. Gravel 
extraction changed the river, now shallow.  At the confluence of Waiohine, 
used to be good swimming places.  Taking little stones, leaving big ones 
(changes even in last 8 years)”1265 

There was one additional reason for concern and that was the transfer of 
water between waterbodies.  

“concerned about whether water will be taken to other areas”1266 

The mana whenua groups also identified similar areas where improvements 
could be made through both regulatory and non-regulatory methods:  

• Water conservation and re-use (e.g. water harvesting, rain tanks, and grey 
water)(6 groups) 

“grey water use for all new homes”1267 

                                                 
1256 Gladstone Marae – Toru  
1257 Waiwhetu Marae – 1  
1258 Waiwhetu Marae – 1  
1259 Kahungunu Rangitane - Rua                                
1260 Waiwhetu Marae – 2  
1261 Gladstone Marae – Rua  
1262 Gladstone Marae – Rua 
1263 Porirua Marae  
1264 Waiwhetu Marae – 1  
1265 Gladstone Marae – Toru  
1266 Waiwhetu Marae – 2  
1267 Porirua Marae  
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“residential water tank collection”1268  

“need to use water more carefully”1269 

“have water meters so that people can see the value” 1270 

• Riparian management, including planting and fencing (6 groups)  

“need riparian planting: return of pool habitat/depth will reduce water 
temps and provide 
habitat”1271 

“riparian zones”1272 

“farmers - inadequate 
fencing, run off”1273 

“encourage riparian planting 
through subsidies”1274 

“supply plants that benefit the 
streams”1275 

“farmers fencing streams 
(exclude stock)”1276 

There were two of the mana whenua iwi groups that commented on a potential 
policy approach to fresh water. 

“stop discharges to water → to land instead i.e. if we want discharges out of 
water provide alternatives at cheap cost”1277 

“stop discharges into rivers now = cost is no barrier” 1278 

19.2.3 Public access to fresh water resources 

The importance for mana whenua iwi to be able to gather kai from the 
surrounding natural environment influences their opinions on public access.  
Public access to freshwater resources is an issue to mana whenua iwi groups.   
Three of the mana whenua groups commented that access to freshwater 
resources has become more restricted over the years and an improvement in 
public access is required.  

                                                 
1268 Kahungunu Rangitane - Rua                                
1269 Waiwhetu Marae – 2  
1270 Waiwhetu Marae – 2 
1271 Waiwhetu Marae – 1  
1272 Kahungunu Rangitane – Tahi  
1273 Kahungunu Rangitane – Rua  
1274 Kahungunu Rangitane – 1                    
1275 Kahungunu Rangitane – Tahi  
1276 Gladstone Marae – Rua  
1277 Waiwhetu Marae - 1 
1278 Kahungunu Rangitane – Tahi  
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“M āori land/marae – had access to water but now being disadvantaged due to 
competition”1279 

 “better access to resources i.e. watercress, not having to ask farmers for 
permission”1280 

“rivers more accessible – easier to get to”1281 

19.3 Alignment with proposed RPS policy direction f or fresh water 
management 
The proposed RPS identified four regionally significant issues and issues of 
significance to iwi. Those being:  

• Intensive urban and rural land uses are adversely affecting water quality; 
• The ecosystem functions of fresh water bodies are under pressure from 

some activities; 
• There is increasing demand on limited water resources; and 
• Restrictions on public access to and along lakes and rivers. 

These issues are supported by the comments from the general public and mana 
whenua iwi workshops.  Intensive and rural land use effects - such as 
agricultural run-off, stormwater and sewerage - were identified as major threats 
to water quality.  Activities such as stock access to rivers, piping and 
channelling of streams, creation of impervious surfaces, vegetation clearance 
along streamsides, water takes, and river works were all identified by the 
workshop participants as concerns and are reflected in the issue statements of 
the proposed RPS.   

The supporting objectives and policies advocate a policy approach which 
maintains and enhances aquatic ecosystem health in water bodies through both 
regulation and non-regulation.  

The bottom line of aquatic ecosystem health is supported by the public 
workshops and the need to manage water bodies for other uses such as kai 
moana (fishing), contact recreation, Māori cultural purposes, water supply, 
irrigation etc.  The use of rules to control water takes is supported by the public 
workshop participants.  Specific direction is given within the proposed RPS to 
minimise the contamination in stormwater from new development and this is 
supported by the number of concerns raised by the workshop participants about 
stormwater.  These participants support a combination of regulatory methods to 
control territorial authority discharges alongside non-regulatory methods which 
aim to educate and raise awareness about stormwater discharges. Particularly, 
the effects associated within washing cars, cigarette butts or pouring paint into 
stormwater into drains.  

                                                 
1279 Gladstone Marae – Rimu  
1280 Gladstone Marae – Rua  
1281 Gladstone Marae – Wha  
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20. Historic heritage section of the proposed RPS 

20.1 Regionally significant historic heritage issue s to the general public 
The issue of historic heritage arose in six groups across the region.  These 
groups were located in Paraparaumu, Otaki, Martinborough, Masterton, Lower 
Hutt and Wellington.  The volume of comments on historic heritage was very 
low compared to other topic areas.  This lack of comment could highlight a 
limitation of the report rather than a lack of concern regarding historic heritage.  
The workshops heavily emphasised the concept of “natural resource 
management” with the topic areas of air, biodiversity, landscape, coast, soils, 
and water specifically highlighted in the initial presentation and Questions 1 
and 2 of the workshops.  This emphasis combined with the fact that the 
majority of people probably associate historic heritage with territorial 
authorities could explain the limited number of comments in respect of historic 
heritage. 

The comments received identify a number of different aspects of historic 
heritage, such as:  

• Culture 

“historic cultural assets”1282 

• Archaeology 

“coastal – erosion, loss of biodiversity, loss landform, loss of fisheries, loss 
of archaeological/cultural heritage”1283 

• Buildings and structures  

“also some of the building being affected are historic e.g. houses and stable 
built between 1900-1910.”1284 

• Places 

“tourism – native bush, historic places, pristine views”1285 

• Landscape and Geology 

“natural and very diverse interesting landscapes and history”1286  

“protection and enjoyment of natural and historic heritage including 
geology”1287 

The need for protection, connection and education on items of historic heritage 
were also raised by one group.   

                                                 
1282 Lower Hutt – Purple  
1283 Paraparaumu – Black  
1284 Otaki – Purple  
1285 Martinborough – Blue  
1286 Masterton – D  
1287 Rongotai – Red  
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“people isolated from their heritage”1288  

“get to know your heritage”1289  

“protect and restore historic heritage”1290 

20.2 Historic heritage issues of significance to ma na whenua iwi 
There were three mana whenua iwi groups that commented on historic 
heritage.  These comments raised the importance of protecting Māori heritage.  

“protection of historic sites, Wahi tapu”1291 

“historic Pa sites”1292 

“loss of archaeological and cultural sites”1293 

20.3 Alignment with proposed RPS policy direction f or historic heritage  
Given the number of comments received there are limitations to the 
conclusions that can be drawn.  However, it is worth noting the wide ranging 
view of historic heritage as a concept.  This is consistent with the policy 
direction of the proposed RPS.  

21. Indigenous ecosystems section of the proposed R PS 

21.1.1 Regionally significant indigenous ecosystem 
issues to the general public 
The threats to, and loss of, indigenous biodiversity 
was raised as a concern to 41 of the public 
workshop groups.  A total of 72 of the public 
workshop groups raised the need for restoration or 
protection of indigenous biodiversity which 
implies a current loss or lower of biodiversity 
values.   The public workshop results showed 
greater concern for biodiversity loss, protection 
and restoration in the urban areas than the rural 
areas.  

“loss of biodiversity especially natives”1294  

“lack of biodiversity”1295  

“no further extinctions”1296  

“massive and ongoing declines in freshwater indigenous biodiversity”1297  

                                                 
1288 Rongotai – Red  
1289 Rongotai – Red  
1290 Rongotai – Red  
1291 Porirua Marae  
1292 Kahungunu Rangitane - Rua                                
1293 Kahungunu Rangitane – 2 
1294 Rongotai – Purple  
1295 Lower Hutt – Green  
1296 Lower Hutt – Purple  

Box 22. We came from a 
group that was very high 
in terms of relationship 
with council.  2 main 
issues were biodiversity 
and in terms of that 
providing ecological 
serves and more 
protection. We are 
grateful for pest 
management that the 
council has done. 
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“loss of aquatic biodiversity”1298 

Over 80 public workshop groups commented on the need to restore and/or 
protect the remaining indigenous biodiversity within the region.  The methods 
for achieving this ranged from individual and/or community-led restoration 
initiatives to more formal protection through plans and policy statements.  The 
methods that received the most comment were:   

• Approximately 10 of the public workshop groups recognised QEII 
covenants as a method for individual landowners to protect specific areas 
that they are restoring.  A number of comments recognised and appreciated 
the wider community benefit of individual landowners covenanting their 
land. There was also a suggestion that Greater Wellington promote this form 
of protection.   

“we have covenanted our wetland and planted 1000’s of trees”1299 

“biodiversity – covenant your bush block/wetland”1300 

“appreciate native plantings QEII”1301 

“encourage more QEII consents”1302 

• Over 30 of the public workshop groups linked increased pest plant and 
animal numbers to reductions in indigenous biodiversity.  The need for pest 
control was emphasised and in most cases the method of pest control was 
not identified.   Additionally, pest control was seen to be the responsibility 
of both the community and Greater Wellington. 

“pest plants and animals reducing biodiversity”1303 

“pest control resulted in increase in native bird population”1304 

“rehabilitation of native habitats through pest management”1305 

“[GW] Maintain vigorous control of animal pests in all natural habitats to 
protect forests and birds”1306 

• Nearly 40 of the public workshop groups commented on the need to plant 
more native vegetation.  Greater Wellington was seen as the potential 
supplier of native plantings but it was the role of both the community and 
Greater Wellington to plant natives. 

“supply native vegetation for planting”1307 

                                                                                                                                               
1297 Masterton – Yellow  
1298 Upper Hutt – Green  
1299 Otaki – Silver   
1300 Paraparaumu – Black  
1301 Paraparaumu – Blue  
1302 Martinborough – Pink  
1303 Lower Hutt – Black  
1304 Martinborough – Dusky Pink  
1305 Masterton – B  
1306 Porirua – Orange  
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“making people feel good by replanting things tat have been there for 
years”1308 

“plant more natives for biodiversity”1309 

“supply native plants and equipment to enable community to do the 
planting”1310 

“join care groups and plant native/shrubs or trees”1311 

• There were 14 public workshop groups that 
requested that support should be provided to 
individuals and/or the community to help with 
restoration works.  This support could be through 
providing native plantings, rates assistance, direct 
funding or organisational skills. 

 “supply plants from nurseries for local groups to 
plant in public places”1312 

 “rates relief for dedicated regeneration areas – 
meaningful relief/rebate”1313 

 “financial support for restoration of natural areas 
i.e. native bush, wetlands etc”1314 

 “adopt a ‘large native tree ownership’ scheme in 
forest parks”1315

 

• Nearly 20 groups suggested potential policy responses.  These were 
generally supportive of the approach proposed within the RPS.   There was 
relatively strong support for identification of specific areas as well as 
protection in general.  

“develop policy to restore native habitats and indigenous plants to 
communities”1316  

“develop plans to protect and enhance native biodiversity”1317 

“pockets of native flora being identified and listed” 1318  

                                                                                                                                               
1307 Lower Hutt – Black  
1308 Berhampore – Green  
1309 Porirua – A  
1310 Rongotai  – Red  
1311 Rongotai – Yellow  
1312 Wainuiomata – Gold  
1313 Upper Hutt – Silver  
1314 Martinborough – Grey  
1315 Martinborough – Dusty Pink  
1316 Rongotai – Yellow  
1317 Rongotai – Red  
1318 Tinui – Purple  

Box 23. a couple of areas 
that could be improved on 
we though was soil 
conservation and the 
water area particularly 
runoff from farm land, in 
terms of nutrients causing 
algae problems in rivers 
and water ways. There 
were also concerns about 
the 1080 washing down 
into water, there needs 
education on 1080 
affecting our water ways. 
One member was very 
concerned about that. 
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“delicate areas protected”1319  

“identify wetlands of significance and put in place rules to protect them”1320  

“introduce protective zoning for ecosystem corridors”1321 

“ignorance of land owners, re-planting should be guide lines, laws. Only 
plant specific natives in the area”1322 

21.2 Indigenous ecosystem issues of significance to  mana whenua iwi 
All the mana whenua iwi groups commented on indigenous biodiversity.  The 
comments raised were similar to the public workshops.  Concerns were raised 
about the loss of biodiversity and the need to protect and restore biodiversity 
through regulation, covenanting, pest management and plantings.    

“extinction of native species”1323 

“forest gone → birds gone”1324 

“QE II covenants improved”1325 

“pest plants and animals (incl. birds) affecting bush biodiversity”1326 

“community involvement to replant natives: give people the tools”1327 

“use of natives as much as possible.  Replanting with natives where 
practical” 1328 

“plating natives for restoration”1329 

21.3 Alignment with proposed RPS policy direction f or indigenous 
ecosystems 
The proposed RPS identifies the reduced extent of the region’s indigenous 
ecosystems and the threats to the remaining indigenous ecosystems as 
regionally significant issues and issues of significance to iwi authorities. The 
public workshop groups and mana whenua iwi workshop groups support the 
identification of these as issues.  

The comments on methods to protect and restore biodiversity from the public 
workshop groups and mana whenua iwi workshop groups are supportive of the 
policy direction within the proposed RPS.  Objective 16 of the proposed RPS 
aims to maintain and restore to a healthy functioning state indigenous 
ecosystems and habitats with significant biodiversity values through regulatory 

                                                 
1319 Berhampore – Green  
1320 Rongotai – Purple  
1321 Rongotai – Yellow  
1322 Otaki – Silver  
1323 Kahungunu Rangitane – 1                    
1324 Porirua Marae  
1325 Kahungunu Rangitane – 1                    
1326 Kahungunu Rangitane – Tahi  
1327 Porirua Marae  
1328 Waiwhetu Marae – 1  
1329 Kahungunu Rangitane – Tahi                   
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policies which identify and protect these ecosystems within regional and 
district plans and by supporting environmental initiatives through non-
regulatory methods. 

Additionally, there were suggestions to develop plans outside of the RMA 
context and develop a monitoring system for biodiversity. 

“develop and implement region wide biodiversity plans”1330  

“UHCC does not have biodiversity policy”1331  

“national biodiversity strategy for Iwi”1332 

“implementations of a regional biodiversity monitoring system”1333   

“Produce a “report card” for condition of natural environment, by getting 
data from TLAs, DOC, QEII covenants to add to its own data”1334 

22. Landscape section of the proposed RPS 
There were 36 of the public workshop groups that commented on the value of 
landscapes.    

Landscapes through out the region were seen to have a number of different 
values including aesthetic, natural character and identity values.  

“aesthetic value of landscape”1335 

“green landscape not defaced – enjoy view”1336 

“Wgtn hill form highly valued by residents”1337 

“mountain/hill view great, no wind farms”1338 

“clean air = clear views of fantastic scenery”1339 

“diverse landscape that is very attractive”1340 

“coastline – rugged, relatively clean/unspoilt, unique attraction”1341 

“natural and very diverse interesting landscapes and history”1342 

“attractive landscapes for locals and visitors”1343 

                                                 
1330 Upper Hutt – Green  
1331 Upper Hutt – Purple  
1332 Pipitea Marae 
1333 Lower Hutt – Black  
1334 Wainuiomata – Gold  
1335 Lower Hutt – Green  
1336 Wellington Central – Orange                                   2 
1337 Wainuiomata – Yellow  
1338 Otaki – Green  
1339 Paekakariki – Dark Green  
1340 Paraparaumu – Blue  
1341 Martinborough – Blue 3 
1342 Masterton – D  
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“landscape form give visually recreational pleasure enhances appreciation of 
ecological beauty”1344 

“landscape form linked to identity”1345 

22.1 Regionally significant landscape issues to the  general public 
The modification and destruction of landscapes was identified as a concern by 
34 of the public workshop groups.  The particular areas of concern were:  

• Urban development  

“scarring of landscape by land developers”1346  

“landscape – no buildings on ridgelines 
and hilltops”1347  

“loss of landscape features through 
poor management of urban 
development”1348  

“poorly controlled unnecessary roads 
leading to urban sprawl and spoilt 
natural landscapes” 1349 

• Biological diversity  

“lack of biological diversity leads to 
sterile environment and ultimately decay 
of landscapes”1350 

• Infrastructure development  

“quarries ruined the beauty of the 
landscape”1351 

“pylons wind turbines affecting landscape form”1352  

“communication facilities on ridgelines and hill tops”1353  

“windfarms – destruction of skyline”1354  

“keep windmills off prominent hills and ranges”1355 

                                                                                                                                               
1343 Tinui – Purple  
1344 Johnsonville – Gold  
1345 Berhampore – Yellow   
1346 Upper Hutt – Blue  
1347 Martinborough – Blue  
1348 Porirua – Orange  
1349 Berhampore – Yellow  
1350 Wainuiomata – Gold  
1351 Paekakariki – Dark Green 
1352 Lower Hutt – Black  
1353 Wainuiomata – Gold  
1354 Martinborough – Blue  3 

Box 24. we were concerned 
about retaining what we’ve 
got and we talked about 
wetlands, streams, and 
preserving an area. Not only 
retain what we’ve got but 
restore what we’ve lost, there 
is a real concern we are 
chipping away as it goes on 
and we end up with very little 
of the original environment. 
We were keen to see council 
having some really significant 
lines beyond which there 
could be no eroding of what’s 
left, because we had some 
concerns about that. 
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• Forestry  

“loss of visual pleasure with growth of pine forests – one persons decision 
ruins the view for all” 1356  

“still too many exotic forest on dune county – destroys the landscape 
form” 1357  

22.2 Landscape issues of significance to mana whenu a iwi 
Landscape management concerned five of the mana whenua iwi workshop 
groups.  The main areas of concern were: 

• The alteration of landscapes by development and the need to protect 
landscape values.  

“whole landscape been altered”1358
 

“no development on hill tops (principles)”1359 

“being involved in letting councils know what is important and needs 
protecting i.e. landscapes, turbines”1360 

• The cultural and spiritual connection of iwi with landscapes should be 
recognised. 

“ridge lines tops Turangawaiwai → mountains = place to stand”1361 

“Urupa important part of landscape → identifying ancestral connection to 
land”1362 

“mountains form part cultural landscape: pipiha, awa, -whenua, etc”1363 

22.3 Alignment with the proposed RPS policy directi on for landscape 
management 
The proposed RPS identifies one regionally significant issue and issue of 
significance to iwi authorities for landscape.  This was the inappropriate 
modification and destruction of outstanding natural features and landscapes, 
and significant amenity landscapes.  The workshops have confirmed that this 
issue is a concern to workshop participants across the region.   

The supporting objectives and policies of the proposed RPS seek to identify 
and provide a level of protection for outstanding natural features and 
landscapes and significant amenity landscapes.   

                                                                                                                                               
1355 Masterton – Green  
1356 Paekakariki – Dark Green 
1357 Paraparaumu – Purple  
1358 Porirua Marae  
1359 Kahungunu Rangitane – Rua                                   
1360 Kahungunu Rangitane – Tahi 
1361 Kahungunu Rangitane – Tahi                   
1362 Kahungunu Rangitane – Tahi                   
1363 Kahungunu Rangitane – Tahi  
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Approximately 20 of the public workshop groups commented on protecting 
landscapes generally.   

“maintain the current form of landscape”1364 

“preserve landscapes”1365 

Of these groups 10 groups acknowledged that there were differences in the 
values associated with individual landscapes.  These groups requested 
protection of the ‘significant’ ones or “ridgelines”. 

“protect significant landform features”1366 

 “landscape form – include ridgelines and locally significant view shafts in 
regional policies/plans”1367 

“landscape – no buildings on ridgelines and hilltops” 1368 

“maintain and enhance high scenic amenity of landscapes, especially high 
hills” 1369 

 “provide a strategy to preserve pristine landscape such as Nga Waka and 
associate peaks”1370.   

A number of groups also commented on the appropriate policy approach.  
There were 14 groups that considered a regulatory policy approach to be 
appropriate. 

“strengthen landscape rules”1371  

“put in place policies to protect valuable landscapes”1372  

“clear guidelines on landscape regulations”1373 

“restrict subdivisions that encroach on ridgelines, hill tops and other natural 
features”1374 

“deny application for housing not aligned with the landscape”1375 

However some concerns were raised regarding the clarity of the regulations 
and the potential increase in regulation associated with landscape.   

“not too much regulation on landscape, totally subjective”1376 

                                                 
1364 Wellington Central – Yellow  
1365 Martinborough – Green  
1366 Upper Hutt – Green  
1367 Paekakariki – Dark Green  
1368 Martinborough – Blue  
1369 Porirua – Orange  
1370 Martinborough – Silver  
1371 Wellington Central – Yellow  
1372 Johnsonville – Blue  
1373 Tinui – Blue  
1374 Martinborough – Black  
1375 Karori – Purple  
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“uncertainty created by unclear regulation around landscape (especially 
coastal)”1377  

In conclusion, the comments from the workshop participants’ support the 
policy approach of the proposed RPS.  

23. Natural hazards section of the proposed RPS 

23.1 Regionally significant natural hazard issues t o the general public 
Natural hazard events were a concern to 55 of the public workshop groups.  
Flooding was the natural hazard of greatest concern (43 groups).   Coastal 
erosion and inundation (12 groups) and climate change and sea level rise (9 
groups) were also raised as a concern.  Three groups raised the risk of fire was 
as a concern.  However, none of the general public workshop groups 
commented on seismic or tsunami hazard events. 

The effects of natural hazard events on the community socially and 
economically were raised by nine of the public workshop groups.  These 
comments recognised the need for social change in respect of natural hazard 
events and the cost of these events.  

“the very rapid social change that will be caused by climate change”1378 

“coastal protection accept more as a community and WRC and district, 
including responsibility of property owners”1379 

 “operations; adversely affecting the value of peoples properties yet the rates 
are increased continuously and nothing is done to prevent flooding”1380 

“high material damage risk flooding and landslip”1381 

“council expenditure to protect private property from coastal erosion”1382 

“road needs to be built up to stop flooding”1383 

23.1.1 Flooding 
There were 43 public workshop groups who commented on flooding within the 
region.  These groups tended to be located near to the region’s main rivers such 
as the Kapiti Coast, Hutt Valley and Wairarapa.   
A number of the public workshop groups considered that human activities have 
increased the flood risk across the region. The two main human actions that 
have increased this risk are: 

• Urban development and in particular the amount of hard surfacing  

                                                                                                                                               
1376 Tinui – Purple  
1377 Tinui – Blue  
1378 Wellington Central – Orange                                   
1379 Otaki – Blue  
1380 Otaki – Purple  
1381 Porirua – Gold  
1382 Rongotai – Purple  
1383 Martinborough – Black  
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“flooding in urban areas, therefore too much land covered with hard 
surfaces”1384  

“impermeable surfaces – flooding”1385 

“compacted soil leads or exacerbates flooding”1386 

• River management works such as   

“hard systems approached to flood control”1387 

“cut willows adding to flood problems”1388 

“stopbanks exacerbate flooding on flood plains without stopbanks”1389 

23.1.2 Coastal erosion and inundation 
A number of groups located along the Kapiti Coast raised concerns about 
natural hazards affecting the coast including sea level rise, storm surges and 
coastal erosion.  The comments focused on the responses to these hazards 
rather than the effects of the hazard events.  The suggested responses ranged 
from defensive mechanisms (hard and soft approaches), to planning 
mechanisms, to the possibility of managed retreat.  

“coastal erosion and protection, adopt pro active defensive policy rather than 
passive sounding managed retreat”1390 

“maintenance of sand dunes reduces sand drift and protection against storm 
surges”1391 

“sea walls interfere with the natural ebb and flow of sand on beaches”1392 

“coastal protection – sea level rise”1393 

“shift Grays Road back from the shore line”1394 

23.1.3 Climate change and sea level rise  
The concept of climate change and sea level rise was raised by a small number 
of groups.  The workshops did not doubt the existence of the concept.  The 
comments focused on the effects of climate change and the need to solve the 
problem whilst recognising its complexity. 

“climate change- more flooding, more droughts”1395 

                                                 
1384 Wellington Central – Orange                                  2  
1385 Paraparaumu – Blue  
1386 Lower Hutt – Green  
1387 Lower Hutt – Purple  
1388 Otaki – Gold  
1389 Martinborough – Blue  
1390 Otaki – Blue  
1391 Otaki – Purple  
1392 Paekakariki – Green  
1393 Paraparaumu – Blue  
1394 Porirua – B  
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“coastal protection – sea level rise”1396 

“more forest cover = less climate change”1397 

23.1.4 Fire Hazards 
The risk of fire was raised by three of the public workshop groups.   These 
groups were concern about the fire risk associated with large pine forests and 
areas of unmaintained scrub.  One group commented that the fire risk was 
reducing in areas where native vegetation was regenerating. 

“large pine forest, lack of water in fire season”1398 

“weeds/introduced plants – lack of control of fire, invasive plants, garden 
escapes”1399 

“restoration of our native forests is reducing the fire risks of previously gorse 
and bracken clad hills”1400 

23.2 Natural hazard issues of significance to the m ana whenua iwi 
Natural hazard events were raised by 7 of the mana whenua iwi workshop 
groups.These groups commented on similar issues to the general public 
workshop groups.  Those being:  

• Flooding 

“flooding even with closed in drains”1401 

• Coastal erosion and inundation 

“coastal erosion: Ngawi, lose homes, loss of significant sites”1402 

• Climate change 

“climate changes”1403 

                                                                                                                                               
1395 Wellington Central – Orange                                   
1396 Paraparaumu – Blue   
1397 Lower Hutt – Orange  
1398 Martinborough – Blue 3 
1399 Johnsonville – Pink  
1400 Wainuiomata – Gold  
1401 Porirua Marae  
1402 Kahungunu Rangitane – Tahi                   
1403 Gladstone Marae  
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• Earthquakes 

“fault lines” 1404 

23.3 Alignment with the proposed RPS policy directi on for natural 
hazards 
The proposed RPS identifies three issues that are regionally significant and 
significant to iwi authorities. These are:  

• The adverse effects associated with natural hazard events on people and 
communities; 

• The increased risk and consequences from natural hazard events associated 
with human actions including mitigation measures and ongoing 
development in areas at high risk; and 

• Climate change will increase the magnitude and frequency of natural 
hazard events. 

The workshop comments support the identification of these issues in the 
proposed RPS.   The number of groups commenting on natural hazards 
indicates the level of concern to the community.    

Approximately 15 of the public workshop groups commented on the potential 
policy approach to natural hazard events.  These comments support the 
objectives and policies of the proposed RPS that seek to reduce the risk of 
natural hazards through identifying high risk areas and controlling 
inappropriate developments and mitigation measures. 

“have better zoning so houses aren’t built in vulnerable areas, - flooding, coastal 
erosion”1405 

“research councils on climate change impacts on building zones susceptible to 
rise”1406 

 “develop to allow for natural events i.e. Floods”1407 

“change the hazard approach to an avoidance rather than engineering”1408 

“coastal erosion and protection, adopt pro active defensive policy rather than passive 
sounding managed retreat”1409 

“look at providing wetland area for excess water in Waitohu during 
flooding”1410 

“hard engineering solution to marine erosion often creates more issues”1411 

“limit stopbanks”1412 
                                                 
1404 Kahungunu Rangitane - Rua                                
1405 Otaki – Purple  
1406 Lower Hutt – Orange  
1407 Porirua – C  
1408 Rongotai – Red  
1409 Otaki – Blue  
1410 Otaki – Purple 2 
1411 Paraparaumu – Purple  



 

PAGE 168 OF 235 

 

24. Regional form, design and function section of t he 
proposed RPS 

24.1 Regionally significant regional form, design a nd function issues to 
the general public 
Nearly 70 of the public workshop groups commented on different aspects of 
urban development and growth.  The area of most concern was the need for 
urban growth to take a compact form and not be sporadic or sprawling.   Other 
areas commented upon were urban design and transportation. 

24.1.1 Urban development and growth 
The urban environment and its effects on the other environments such as the 
natural, coastal and/or rural environments concerned 60 of the public workshop 
groups.   The main concerns were that:  

• Urban growth was not planned or controlled and was resulting in urban 
sprawl that was resulting in a loss of rural productive land.   

“prevent urban encroachment onto rural land”1413 

“prevent urban sprawl onto productive farm land”1414 

“beware spread of unconsidered development. Need care to protect all 
resources”1415 

“stronger legislation protecting the area from unrestrained 
development”1416 

“residential encroachment and sprawl”1417 

“greater involvement in district and regional plans to control urban sprawl 
and subdivision”1418 

“do not allow subdivision of farmland. It merely creates suburban 
sprawl”1419 

• Urban density and the need to allow for higher densities within urban areas. 

“more high rises less spread”1420 

                                                                                                                                               
1412 Martinborough – Blue  
1413 Upper Hutt – Blue  
1414 Upper Hutt – Silver  
1415 Otaki – Black  
1416 Paekakariki – Dark Green  
1417 Masterton – Black  
1418 Tinui – Black  
1419 Rongotai – Red  
1420 Lower Hutt – Gold  
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“% by % increase people per dwelling”1421 

“allow houses to go up, not out”1422 

• The impact of urban development on the landscape values and form of the 
region.  

“poorly controlled unnecessary roads leading to urban sprawl and spoilt 
natural landscapes”1423 

“scarring of landscape by land developers”1424 

“stop development on coastal areas and hill tops”1425 

“restrict subdivisions that encroach on ridgelines, hill stops and other 
natural features”1426 

• The effects of uncontrolled development within the coastal environment 
were raised by 24 of public workshop groups. 

“don’t give into pressure by developers with to build on or near foreshore, 
reserves (oh Hongaeka Bay new houses by foreshore)”1427 

“ensure that there is not more high-rise or Paraparaumu beach or other 
beach community”1428 

“protest when developers destroy bush or dunes”1429 

• The effects of residential development and subdivision on water quality and 
wetlands. 

“wetland areas are being drained to make way for urban development”1430 

“water ways streams not protected from greedy developers with no regard 
to natural environment”1431 

“set clean guidelines on piping of streams in sub divisions-more stringent 
guidelines”1432 

“building too close to water ways”1433 

                                                 
1421 Upper Hutt – Purple  
1422 Porirua – C  
1423 Berhampore – Yellow  
1424 Upper Hutt – Blue  
1425 Otaki – Black  
1426 Martinborough – Black  
1427 Wainuiomata – Gold  
1428 Paraparaumu – Blue  
1429 Otaki – Yellow  
1430 Paraparaumu – Blue  
1431 Johnsonville – Gold  
1432 Johnsonville – Pink  
1433 Porirua – B  
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• Urban development was seen to be adversely affecting the biodiversity 
values of the region through the loss of ecological corridors and the extent 
of new building coverage.  

“work with developers and councils to protect gullies for eco corridors”1434 

“limit development in areas of high biodiversity”1435 

“new building cover too much of section - no room for trees – 
biodiversity”1436 

“oppose inappropriate development in fragile ecosystems”1437 

• The effects from large scale earthworks associated with urban development 
were a concern to a number of groups particularly in respect of the change 
in landform and soil erosion.  

“more control of building works to ensure no erosion, slips, etc”1438 

“large scale earth works, losing Kapiti’s character vs regional 
improvements i.e. sand dunes along the coast.  Kapiti being split into two, 
West and East, mountains to the sea”1439 

“soil erosion from poor development”1440 

24.1.2 Urban design 
Only seven groups commented on urban design issues, which is very low 
compared to other topic areas.  This lack of comment could highlight a 
limitation of the report rather than a lack of concern regarding urban design.  
The workshops heavily emphasised the concept of “natural resource 
management” with the topic areas of air, biodiversity, landscape, soils, and 
water specifically highlighted in the initial presentation and Questions 1 and 2 
of the workshops.  This emphasis combined with the fact that the majority of 
people probably associate urban design with territorial authorities could 
explain the limited number of comments. 
The comments were varied with no general theme obvious.  Examples of the 
comments received are as follows: - 

“a beautiful city to enjoy”1441 

“bad landscape form – civic areas are less likely to be used potential negative 
effects socially for communities”1442 

“great waterfront, keep it up, clear of buildings”1443 

                                                 
1434 Lower Hutt – Orange  
1435 Upper Hutt – Green  
1436 Johnsonville – Blue  
1437 Otaki – Yellow  
1438 Wellington Central – Orange                                   
1439 Paraparaumu – Black  
1440 Rongotai – Purple  
1441 Lower Hutt – Gold  
1442 Johnsonville – Gold  
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“create “people only” areas in the inner city”1444 

24.2 Regional form, design and function issues of s ignificance to mana 
whenua iwi 
There were nine of the mana whenua iwi groups that commented on various 
aspects of the urban environment and its design, form and function.  The 
comments were generally similar to those of the public workshops with two 
exceptions. 

The comments shared with the public workshops included:  

• Concern that urban growth was resulting in a loss of rural productive land. 

“lots of lifestyle blocks breaking up the land”1445 

• Concern over the impact of urban development on the landscape values and 
form of the region.  

“more trees, less houses”1446 

“no development on hill tops (principles)”1447 

• The effects of urban development within the coastal environment. 

“more houses and development at the coast”1448 

• The effects of residential development and subdivision on natural 
ecosystems and processes. 

“development not planned with natural 
processes in mind i.e. Building foot paths 
around streams”1449 

“lack of meanders in river - constrained to allow 
for land development”1450 

“urban industrial effects – discharges causing 
loss of ecosystems and marine life”1451

 

                                                                                                                                               
1443 Berhampore – A  
1444 Rongotai College – Red  
1445 Gladstone Marae – Wha  
1446 Gladstone Marae – Rua  
1447 Kahungunu Rangitane - Rua                                
1448 Gladstone Marae – Wha  
1449 Porirua Marae  
1450 Waiwhetu Marae – 1  
1451 Waiwhetu Marae – 1  

Box 25. we all have a 
concern about water, 
that is an area we 
need to protect, and 
improve n the current 
state of the water. 
Preserving access to 
public access to water 
ways, rivers, lakes 
etc.   
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Additionally, issues raised in the mana whenua iwi workshops included: 

• The threat of urban development encroaching upon sites of cultural 
significance to iwi 

“new building over Waahi Tapu”1452 

• Restricted access to customary practices and resources (kai moana) due to 
intensification of urban development along the coast. 

“used to have good access to kai moana, to the coast – 
development/subdivision of the coast has restricted access”1453 

The mana whenua iwi workshops also comment on elements of urban design.  

“Porirua city was built with its back to the harbour” 1454 

“resource marae for transition town improvements”1455 

24.3 Alignment with the proposed RPS policy directi on 
The proposed RPS identified three issues of regional significance and 
significance to iwi authorities.  These being:  

• The effects of poor quality urban design; 

• Sporadic, uncontrolled and/or uncoordinated development can adversely 
affect the region’s compact form; and  

• The need to for integrated land-use and transportation planning. 

The comments from the public workshops and mana whenua iwi workshops 
generally support the identification of the first two issues.  However, the 
emphasis of the workshop comments is encourage a compact regional form to 
protect the natural environment which is slightly different to the issue 
expression in the proposed RPS which emphasises infrastructural benefits to 
compact regional form.    

In respect of the final issue there was limited comment specifically on the need 
for integrated land use and transportation planning.  There were 27 of the 
public workshop groups that commented on the need for integrated planning 
generally.  There was also comment on the need to encourage walking, cycling 
and public transport over and above car usage and roading development. 

“encourage integrated land use/transport planning”1456 

“integrated approach to planning”1457 

                                                 
1452 Porirua Marae  
1453 Gladstone Marae – Toru  
1454 Porirua Marae 
1455 Waiwhetu Marae – 2  
1456 Masterton – D  
1457 Tinui – Purple  
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“use public transport and or walking and or cycling as principle modes of 
travel” 1458 

“promote public transport and more cycle ways and walk ways, and bridle 
ways”1459 

“poorly controlled unnecessary roads leading to urban sprawl and spoilt 
natural landscapes”1460 

“encourage use of public transport give us more train services”1461 

“create a “congestion charge”1462 

The objectives and policies support the creation of compact well designed and 
sustainable regional form through a variety of policies that direct district plans 
and resource consent considerations.   These policies require the maintenance 
and enhancement of significant regional centres, identification of opportunities 
for higher density urban areas, identification of industrial employment areas, 
transportation initiatives, development of urban design principles and 
management of urban sprawl and rural areas. 

A number of the public workshop groups commented on potential policy 
approaches to controlling urban development.  The majority of comments 
focused on restricting urban sprawl to protect rural land.  

“argue for a population policy for region! (control growth and pressure on 
environment)”1463 

“do not allow subdivision of farmland. It merely creates suburban sprawl”1464 

“Recognise the limits to growth”1465 

“we have an area coming under increasing threat from urban sprawl. Needs 
protection, by a strong council”1466 

“stronger legislation protecting the area from unrestrained development”1467 

“urge use of ‘green’ buildings”1468 

There is support for regulation in respect of these issues.  

                                                 
1458 Wainuiomata – Gold  
1459 Otaki – Silver  
1460 Berhampore – Yellow                    
1461 Masterton – D  
1462 Rongotai – Red  
1463 Johnsonville – Pink  
1464 Rongotai– Red  
1465 Upper Hutt – Purple  
1466 Otaki – Blue  
1467 Paekakariki – Dark Green  
1468 Paraparaumu – Green  
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25. Resource management with tangata whenua section  of 
the proposed RPS 

25.1 Regionally significant tangata whenua issues t o the general public 
Over 20 groups within the public workshops commented on the natural 
resource management issues associated with tangata whenua. 

25.1.1 Iwi involvement in resource management decision making 
The need for iwi involvement in the management of the region’s natural 
resources was raised by the majority of these groups.  The extent of iwi 
involvement in the process ranged from co-management, partnerships, 
representation on committees through to education.   

“co-management with Iwi”1469 

“partnerships with Iwi”1470 

“support local iwi in their important contribution to natural resources 
management”1471 

“M āori perspectives of environment part of education programmes”1472 

Iwi involvement in the management of natural resources was seen to provide 
for greater consideration of cultural issues resulting in a more balanced 
approach to sustainable management practices.     

“prospect of better management of Wairarapa Moana with greater 
consideration of cultural issues”1473 

“adoption of more collaborative approach eg. Iwi, fish and game, etc. 
providing increased balance and sustainable practices”1474 

25.1.2 Natural resource management issues to iwi  
The natural resource management issues raised at the public workshops 
included: - 

• Kaitiakitanga  

“optimise opportunities for Kaitiakitanga”1475 

                                                 
1469 Lower Hutt – Orange  
1470 Lower Hutt – Yellow  
1471 Otaki – Silver  
1472 Masterton – F  
1473 Masterton – Yellow  
1474 Lower Hutt – Orange  
1475 Johnsonville – Gold  
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• Mataitai 

“local Govt working with central to 
improve mataitai establishment 
process”1476 

• Kai moana 

“pollution in harbour, use to be able to 
harvest kai moana”1477  

“Mana lost if no kaimoana e.g. Onepoto 
Lagoon”1478 

• Rongoa 

“need sustainable strategies for [Rongoā] 
ie environmental harvesting”1479 

25.2 Issues of tangata whenua significance to mana whenua iwi 
All the mana whenua iwi workshops commented on the natural resource 
management issues associated with tangata whenua.    

25.2.1 Iwi involvement in resource management decision making 
Section 25.1.1 above presents the mana whenua iwi workshop groups’ opinions 
on iwi involvement in resource management decision making.  In summary, 
the mana whenua iwi groups saw two roles for iwi.  Firstly, as expert iwi 
representatives during the planning process, and secondly, as partners and joint 
decision makers on resource management issues.  

25.2.2 Natural resource management issues to iwi 
The mana whenua iwi groups identified a number of natural resource 
management issues:  

• Kaitiakitanga (3 groups) 

“failure of Kaitiakitanga? How is that assessed?”1480 

“need to build a greater sense of kaitiakitanga”1481 

“bush and sea and good part of Kaitiaki tanga. This can be part of k.t. 
training” 1482 

                                                 
1476 Pipitea Marae 
1477 Pipitea Marae 
1478 Berhampore – Purple  
1479 Pipitea Marae 
1480 Waiwhetu Marae – 2  
1481 Waiwhetu Marae – 2 
1482 Waiwhetu Marae – 2 

Box 26. but its not just 
about the wind farm issues, 
if we look wider, we live in 
an area with beautiful sea 
and sky-scape vista , and 
not a lot of the world has 
this, and other places to do 
compare to here. People 
don’t travel here to see a 
cut up landscape, they 
don’t come to see a 
country who has lost its 
way in terms of landscape. 
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• Mataitai (1 group) 

“mataiti reserve will be behind the beach where people stayed to collect kai 
moana”1483 

• Mahinga kai  (3 groups) 

“values of mahinga kai vs. going to shops”1484 

“better relationships needed/contacts i.e. access to farms for mahinga 
kai” 1485 

“customary fishing restrictions”1486 

• Rongoa (3 groups)  

“rongoa – medicinal plants”1487 

“M āori and attachment to land for kai, rongoa”1488 

“flax next to stream; then medicinal shrubs for health; then native trees; 
gates for public access along streams and rivers”1489 

• Kai moana (10 groups) 

“lead levels in harbour so high can’t collect shellfish”1490 

“harbour to kai moana is the target”1491 

“lamprey eel, conger eel + pipis were important resources”1492 

“now have a control mechanism over kai moana and the size of the 
take”1493 

“commercial fishing affected availability of kai”1494 

“more kai moana”1495 

• Harvesting plants (9 groups) 

“puha is still growing”1496 

                                                 
1483 Waiwhetu Marae – 2  
1484 Waiwhetu Marae – 2 
1485 Gladstone Marae – Rua  
1486 Gladstone Marae – Wha  
1487 Kahungunu Rangitane – Tahi                   
1488 Waiwhetu Marae – 2 
1489 Gladstone Marae – Wha  
1490 Porirua Marae  
1491 Porirua MArae  
1492 Waiwhetu Marae – 2  
1493 Waiwhetu Marae – 2  
1494 Gladstone Marae – Tahi  
1495 Gladstone Marae – Wha  
1496 Porirua Marae  
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“plant resources – weaving (flax) harakeke”1497 

“allocation for harakeke, manuka etc.”1498 

“watercress used to be everywhere.  Not good to eat watercress that you 
don’t know where it has come from, esp if you have to buy it.  Don’t know if 
it is contaminated with sprays.”1499 

• Wahi tapu (4 groups) 

“protection of historic sites, Wahi tapu”1500 

“wahi tapu – matapihi protection”1501 

“Mataikona – plaques/notices (something that can last) for wahi tapu with 
story so people know why it’s important”1502 

• Urupa (burial sites) (4 groups) 

“urupa important part of landscape → identifying ancestral connection to 
land”1503 

“people buried on the beach”1504 

“special areas – tohangas, special trees, burials etc” 1505 

25.3 Alignment with the proposed RPS policy directi on for tangata 
whenua 
There are four regionally significant issues and issues of significant to iwi 
authorities identified in the proposed RPS. These include lack of tangata 
whenua involvement, loss of mauri, mahinga kai and natural resources used for 
customary rights, and degradation and destruction of spiritual and cultural 
values.  The views expressed at the public and mana whenua iwi workshops 
support the proposed RPS issue identification.   

The supporting objectives and policies within the proposed RPS aim to 
increase iwi authority involvement, integrate the concept of kaitiakitanga into 
sustainable management, sustain mauri, and maintain and enhance mahinga kai 
and natural resources used for customary purposes.    The comments support 
these aims.  

There were also a number of commented regarding cultural health monitoring 
and the need for a cultural health index.  

“developing a cultural health index matched to different iwi values”1506 
                                                 
1497 Kahungunu Rangitane – Tahi                   
1498 Kahungunu Rangitane – 1                    
1499 Gladstone Marae – Toru  
1500 Porirua Marae  
1501 Kahungunu Rangitane - Rua                                
1502 Gladstone Mare – Rimu  
1503 Kahungunu Rangitane – Tahi                   
1504 Waiwhetu Marae – 2  
1505 Gladstone Marae – Tahi  
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“incorporate cultural health monitoring”1507 

26. Soils and minerals section of the proposed RPS 
The soils and minerals chapter of the proposed RPS covers a range of issues 
including soil erosion, soil health, highly productive agricultural land, 
contaminated land and mineral resources. 

26.1 Regionally significant soil and mineral issues  to the general public 

26.1.1 Soil erosion and conservation 
There were 67 public workshop groups that expressed concerns about soil 
erosion and the need for soil conservation.  The main cause of soil erosion was 
seen to be the lack of vegetation of the land rather than a specific land 
management practice.  The main adverse effect associated with soil erosion 
was seen to be the silt and sedimentation of the region’s waterways and coastal 
marine area.   Thirty groups raised silt and sedimentation of our waters as an 
issue. 

“replanting to prevent erosion and protect water quality” 1508 

“lack of riparian vegetation to reduce erosion”1509 

The solution to the issue was seen to require a joint tree planting effort on 
unstable land and along riparian margins by both landowners and Greater 
Wellington.  Greater Wellington’s role was seen to be one of encouragement 
and financial assistance through the provision of plants.  The community is 
split as to whether it is appropriate to plant ‘pole plantings’ or natives.   

“supply trees at no cost to aid erosion control”1510 

“encourage planting of unproductive and unstable rural areas”1511 

“retirement of unproductive land – planted back into natives”1512 

“erosion – soil conservation, lack of regulation to make farmers fence off 
riparian margins”1513 

“soil conservators working with farmers on soil and water issues works 
well” 1514 

“erosion protection – economic and environmental benefits”1515 
“continue to give good advice to hill protection”1516 

                                                                                                                                               
1506 Pipitea Marae 
1507 Kahungunu Rangitane – 1                    
1508 Porirua – Black  
1509 Lower Hutt – Gold  
1510 Upper Hutt – Orange  
1511 Otaki – Purple  
1512 Martinborough – Blue 3  
1513 Paraparaumu – Black  
1514 Martinborough – Dusty Pink  
1515 Tinui – Black  
1516 Tinui – Purple  
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26.1.2 Soil Health 
There were 27 general public workshop groups that commented on soil quality 
and its gradual degradation.  The causes of soil degradation were:  

• Agriculture and horticulture (including management practices, sprays and 
fertilisers) 

“soil degradation due to traditional and so-called ‘improved’ agricultural 
methods”1517 

“degradation of soil by farmers spraying and fertilizers”1518 

“soils are being degraded by overuse of soluble chemical fertilisers, 
especially superphosphate and nitrogen”1519 

“intensive farming is placing too great a strain on soil and water 
resources”1520 

• Drainage systems  

“soils being harmed by poor drainage”1521 

“excessive irrigation causing soil degradation”1522 

The economic benefit of good quality soils was recognised by some groups.  

“soil quality must be good, excellent pasture growth all year round”1523 

“profitable farms with good soils, healthy environment”1524 

The benefits of good quality soils to biodiversity were also recognised.   

“improvement of soil and the diversity of life in the ‘above’ soil layer. Eg in 
soil renamed by ‘soil doctor’ techniques and by forest gardens in large urban 
area section and food production in common places”1525 

“healthy soils → better plant cover, biodiversity”1526 

“healthy soils promotes healthy food production and habitat for 
biodiversity”1527 

In terms of policy direction there was support for improving soil quality 
through natural means and promoting soil conservation methods.  

                                                 
1517 Lower Hutt – Orange  
1518 Otaki – Blue  
1519 Martinborough – Black  
1520 Martinborough – Black  
1521 Masterton – C  
1522 Martinborough – Black  
1523 Upper Hutt – Orange  
1524 Masterton – D  
1525 Wellington Central – Orange                                   
1526 Porirua – C  
1527 Berhampore – Yellow                                
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“would like soils improved by natural means as against chemicals”1528 

“promotion of soil and natural environment conservation” 1529 

“introduce key standards for soil health”1530 

26.1.3 Highly productive agricultural land 
There were 25 public workshop groups that commented on the importance of 
productive land.  The main threat to productive land was seen to be urban 
development and roads.   The comments originated from locations within the 
region where productive land is located near urban areas such as along the 
Kapiti Coast, Upper Hutt, and the Wairarapa townships. 

“loss of good quality soils to urban encroachment”1531 

“protect horticulture land [from?] building and roads”1532 

“protect the productive soil resource from inappropriate subdivision 
usage”1533 

“restrict subdivision of productive land”1534 

“the best soil and country being turned into lifestyle blocks”1535 

26.1.4 Contaminated land 
A small number of the public workshop groups (five) commented on the 
contamination of soils.  The comments were fairly general in nature with no 
apparent theme or consensus between the comments.   Examples of the 
comments are:  

“soil contamination issues are generally well managed”1536 

“soil polluted by chemicals, etc”1537 

“need to have remedies for contaminated soil more sustainable”1538 

“contaminated land everywhere”1539 

26.1.5 Minerals 
Ten of the public workshop groups commented on mineral resources.  The 
comments focused on the adverse environment effects of mineral extraction 

                                                 
1528 Paraparaumu – Blue 2  
1529 Masterton – F  
1530 Rongotai – Yellow  
1531 Upper Hutt – Blue  
1532 Otaki – Orange  
1533 Paraparaumu – Orange  
1534 Martinborough – Black  
1535 Masterton – F  
1536 Lower Hutt – Gold  
1537 Wellington Central – Orange                                   
1538 Pipitea Marae  
1539 Rongotai – Yellow  
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such as dust, landscape and water quality.  The comments did not recognise the 
benefits of minerals being available within the region.   The comments ranged 
across the region focusing on quarries and gravel extraction. 

“run off from quarry pollutes stream”1540 

“quarries ruined the beauty of the landscape”1541 

“endemic species threatened by sand mining in coastal habitat”1542 

“tighter controls on removing gravel from our river beds, dry bed only”1543 

26.2 Soil and mineral issues of significance to man a whenua iwi 

26.2.1 Soil erosion and conservation 

Soil erosion and conservation was raised as a concern by six of the mana 
whenua iwi groups.   

“eroding hills” 1544 

“hills sliding away – landslips” 1545 

“loss of topsoil → used to be a lot more places suitable for growing food → 
seems to be a loss of top soil”1546 

The effects of vegetation clearance on soil stability were highlighted by two of 
the groups.  

“when gorse removed should have re-vegetated to stabilise”1547 

“bad: deforestation, erosion”1548 

One groups recognised the need for assisted to control erosion.  

“funding erosion projects (hill country)”1549 

26.2.2 Soil health 

The health of soils was raised by two of the mana whenua iwi groups.  The 
comments expressed concern about the effects of chemical sprays on soil 
health and the ability of native vegetation to main soil health. 

“manuka scrub areas → good for soil intactness”1550 

                                                 
1540 Otaki – Green  
1541 Paekakariki – Dark Green  
1542 Pipitea Marae 
1543 Otaki – Blue  
1544 Kahungunu Rangitane – Rua 
1545 Gladstone Marae – Rua  
1546 Gladstone Marae – Toru  
1547 Porirua Marae  
1548 Kahungunu Rangitane - Rua                                
1549 Kahungunu Rangitane – 1                    
1550 Kahungunu Rangitane – Tahi                   
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“introduction of sprays affected soil quality”1551 

“soil/whenua – no chemicals; 1080 causing damage?; need to control of 
spraying; farmers topdressing farms get carried by the wind”1552 

26.2.3 Soil Contamination 
Three of the mana whenua iwi groups raised concern that some soils were 
contaminated and that a programme should be developed to rehabilitation of 
contaminated sites.   

“chemicals in soil from spraying”1553 

“soils have become contaminated”1554 

“programme for rehabilitation of contaminated sites” 1555 

26.2.4 Minerals 
The extraction of gravel was a concern to three of the mana whenua iwi groups 
but environmentally and economically.    

“dredging at Hutt River mouth and no gravel extraction upstream”1556 

“gravel extraction”1557 

“royalties from gravel take”1558 

26.3 Alignment with proposed RPS policy direction f or soils and 
mineral management 
The proposed RPS identifies five regionally significant issues and issues of 
significance to iwi.  Those being:  

• Land management practices accelerate soil erosion and reduce soil quality; 
• Some land use practices are reducing the health and productive capability 

of soils; 
• Highly productive land is under threat from development;  
• Contaminated land; and 
• Limited mineral resources. 

                                                 
1551 Porirua Marae  
1552 Gladstone Marae 
1553 Porirua Marae  
1554 Waiwhetu Marae – 1  
1555 Waiwhetu Marae – 1 
1556 Waiwhetu Marae – 1  
1557 Kahungunu Rangitane - Rua                                
1558 Kahungunu Rangitane – 1                   
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The general public and mana whenua iwi workshops support the identification 
and protection of soil erosion, soil health and highly productive land as issues 
within the region. There were limited comments on contaminated land and 
mineral resources. This could be due to the emphasis of the workshops on 
natural resource management. 

The supporting objectives and policies within the proposed RPS outline a 
mixture of regulatory and non-regulatory methods for addressing the issues.   
The emphasis for soil health and conservation is on non-regulatory methods to 
improve land management practices.  This is supported by the public workshop 
results. There is also direction to district level plans and resource consents to 
manage the effects of contaminated land and retain highly productive land.  
The support for regulating the retention of highly productive land is supported 
by the public workshop groups. The management of the effects of earthworks 
and vegetation clearance is also directed for regulation in both regional and 
district plans and supported by the general public workshops.  

The objectives and policies relating to mineral resources have had limited 
comment and the comments were focused on the environmental effects of 
mineral extraction rather than the focus of the policy which is on utilising 
mineral resources while having particular regard to the benefits and protection 
of significant mineral resources. 

27. Methods section of the proposed RPS 
The proposed RPS outlines two main groups of methods which will implement 
the policies of the proposed RPS.  These are regulatory and non-regulatory 
methods.   

27.1 Regulatory methods 
There are five regulatory identified within the proposed RPS methods: - 

• District plan implementation 
• Regional plan implementation 
• Wellington Regional Land Transport Strategy implementation 
• Consideration of resource consents, notices of requirement and when 

changing, varying or reviewing plans, and  
• Allocation of responsibilities.  

Regulatory methods were commented upon by 36 of the public workshop 
groups across the region.  Regulation was seen to be required at a certain level 
and was the responsibility of Greater Wellington.   

There were comments about the restrictive nature of regulation and the 
potential over-regulation. 

“hemmed in by regulation”1559 

                                                 
1559 Porirua – C  
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“make the consent process less prescriptive.  Let farmers take the 
responsibility for normal farm activities with the onus on them to do a proper 
job with no environmental damage, then no consents should be needed. But if 
damage is done, then the farmer pays a fine”1560 

“there are too many rules for very minor 
issues”1561 

“WRC stop making rules that are not able to 
be abided to”1562 

“be aware of sensible rules, not ridiculous 
rules that are hard to monitor”1563

 

The need for rules and regulations to be clear, 
simple and practical with the ability to 
respond to changing times was stressed by 
some groups.  

“be open to suggestions that don’t meet 
today’s rules and regulation”1564 

“make regional plans more practical and 
pragmatic”1565 

“make all rules and regulations available in 
simple English”1566 

“rules and regulations need to be practical 
and a reason for being”1567 

“ensure the “one rule for all” basis for any 
regulation”1568 

“where rules are clear land owners can get on with operations without asking 
permission”1569 

“partnership and commonsense – to find balance between regulatory 
requirements and individual responsibility”1570 

There were also comments on the need to establish an environmental bottom-
line which is protected by rules. 

                                                 
1560 Martinborough – Pink  
1561 Martinborough – Grey  
1562 Masterton – K  
1563 Masterton – I  
1564 Lower Hutt – Green  
1565 Upper Hutt – Green  
1566 Otaki – Gold  
1567 Martinborough – Yellow  
1568 Masterton – C  
1569 Tinui – Blue  
1570 Johnsonville – Orange  

Box 27. and we saw a need 
for educating the public in 
some of those things, 
planting trees etc.  We saw 
a role for council in 
educating rate payers in 
basic style of what can I do, 
recycling and … that’s not 
so hard on the environment, 
not wasting water, right 
down to where do I wash 
my car, no one seems to 
know what to do about that 
sort of stuff. And we 
thought regional and local 
council could adversities 
the fact that regular people 
are doing something about 
the environment, like put a 
sign out at QE park that 
local people are restoring 
this wet land, and make it 
obvious to people that 
individuals are working to 
better the environment. 
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“identify bottom lines on environment issues that the council will hold to”1571 

27.2 Non-regulatory methods 
There are 49 non-regulatory methods which can be grouped into four 
categories. Those being: - 

• Information and /or guidance 
• Integrated management 
• Identification and investigation, and 
• Providing support. 

The non-regulatory methods of the proposed RPS are designed to target eight 
polices regarding the following topics: - 

• supporting environmental enhancement initiatives for the coastal 
environment, fresh water, and indigenous biodiversity 

• promoting efficient use and conservation of resources in respect of energy, 
infrastructure, waste and fresh water 

• Enhancing involvement of tangata whenua in resource management 
decision making 

• Maintaining and enhancing a compact , well designed and sustainable 
regional form 

• Minimising soil erosion, and  
• Preventing long-term soil deterioration. 

Non-regulatory methods and practices were commented on by 60 of the public 
workshop groups.  These groups commented on the need for non-regulatory 
methods.  

“support community activities money and resource and no rules”1572 

“subsidise positive activities”1573 

“use best practice not over regulate”1574 

 “less stick, more carrot.  Less policeman role/approach”1575 

“land management by “best practice” rather than by regulatory approach”1576 

“find best practice and promulgate”1577 

“community initiatives to improve the environment are restricted by 
laws/rules/private ownership”1578 

                                                 
1571 Paraparaumu – Blue  
1572 Wellington Central – Orange                                  2  
1573 Otaki – Purple  
1574 Martinborough – Blue  
1575 Martinborough – Yellow  
1576 Tinui – Green  
1577 Tinui – Purple  
1578 Porirua – B  
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“standards for environmental health and protection without rules to limit 
innovation”1579 

“educate and involve as many people as possible to care, protect, restore, 
honour our environment”1580 

28. Monitoring section of the proposed RPS 
The need to monitor the state of the environment was commented upon by 36 
of the general public workshops.  Monitoring was seen as the responsibility of 
Greater Wellington and these groups felt it should involve setting standards, 
monitoring against these standards and reporting the results to the public.   

“we have to measure / monitor our natural resources better so we know if they 
are improving or getting worse”1581 

“better report back on state of the environment – clear messaging”1582 

“regular feed back on quality monitoring”1583 

“no monitoring on whether programmes to protect the natural resources are 
really working”1584 

“an index that measures the level of pollution”1585 

“RC put standards in place, report on these, publicise these”1586 

“develop a set of key factors for environmental health” 1587 

The proposed RPS sets out the procedures to monitor the efficiency and 
effectiveness of the policies and methods in the proposed RPS.   To monitor 
this, the state of the environment will have to be measured and tracked.  The 
public workshop results can be seen to be supportive of monitoring strategy of 
the proposed RPS.  

29. Additional issues raised in the public engageme nt 
workshops that are not included in the proposed RPS  
The purpose of the proposed RPS is to promote the integrated management of 
natural and physical resources in the Wellington region.   The proposed RPS is 
limited to the matters within the purpose and principles of the RMA which are 
further detailed in the functions of regional council’s and territorial authorities.  
In these matters the proposed RPS represents the opinions of the public 
workshop and mana whenua iwi participants well.  

                                                 
1579 Rongotai – Yellow  
1580 Upper Hutt – Purple  
1581 Lower Hutt – Orange  
1582 Upper Hutt – Green  
1583 Otaki – Green  
1584 Martinborough – Dusty Pink  
1585 Masterton – Gold  
1586 Karori – Purple  
1587 Rongotai – Yellow  
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The areas of difference are: 

• The effects of vehicle emissions on air quality and health were as much of a 
concern to the participants as fine particulate matter from urban fires. 

• The impacts of littering and legally dumping of rubbish in the environment, 
particularly along coastlines and waterways. 

• The proposed RPS identified the benefits 
of energy and infrastructure 
developments as a regionally significant 
issue.  Whilst, the participants were most 
concerned about the adverse 
environmental effects associated with the 
construction and location of infrastructure 
projects and energy generation facilities.  
These effects include both construction 
and on-going effects on amenity. 

• The proposed RPS identified the volume 
of waste as a regionally significant issue 
due to the costs of waste disposal.   The 
participants agreed that the volume of 
waste was an issue but their concerns 
were about the environmental effects of 
waste.   

• The effect of animal and plant pests on 
indigenous biodiversity was a significant 
concern of the participants and is not reflected in the proposed RPS. 

These additionally issues of concern should be considered by Greater 
Wellington as part of the regional plan review. 

Box 28. … it’s not the regional 
council that has total 
responsibility for managing the 
natural resources, and it’s a 
community responsibility too. 
The long term goal should be 
strongly focused on ensuring 
communities take a greater 
responsibility of management 
of natural resources in their 
own unique and public way. 
And although it’s a hard thing 
to achieve it’s an ambitious 
goal that has long term 
consequences for the councils 
role in the future.  So, the 
council roles is to encourage 
the communities to assist the 
management of resources. 
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Part D: Other Plans and Strategies 

30. Greater Wellington plans and strategies (other than the 
regional plan) 

30.1 Local Government Act 1991  
The Local Government Act requires Greater Wellington to prepare a Long 
Term Council Community Plan.  This plan contains information about Greater 
Wellington's planned activities for the next 10 years and shows how these 
contribute to the agreed community outcomes.   

There was only one group commented on the Long Term Council Community 
Plan.  This group wanted more community involvement in the development of 
the plan.  

“put the community back into the LTCCP. Need to improve by bringing in 
more agencies”1588 

However, the participants commented on a wide variety of topics which are 
included in the LTCCP planning process.  For example, the need for an 
irrigation scheme in the Wairarapa, sustainable energy production and potable 
water supply. 

30.2 Maritime Transport Act 1994  
Greater Wellington has responsibilities for the harbour and water navigation 
under the Maritime Transport Act.  Harbour boating information and 
management are considered to be good. 

“harbours boating info and management is good”1589 

30.3 Soil Conservation and Rivers Control Act 1941 
Greater Wellington has functions under the Soil Conservation and Rivers 
Control Act in respect of erosion control and flood protection.  Soil erosion 
was identified as a problem across the region.   

“lots of soil erosion in the eastern hill country”1590 

“soil erosion – water and wind”1591 

“water quality and soil erosion effects re: pine plantation harvest”1592 

“polluted kai moana - soil erosion on beds”1593 

                                                 
1588 Wellington Professional Meeting - Orange 
1589 Lower Hutt – Gold  
1590 Martinborough – Silver  
1591 Martinborough – Blue 3 
1592 Paekakariki – Dark Green 
1593 Porirua – B  
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“soil erosion – especially Belmont Regional Park”1594 

The soil conservation work undertaken by Greater Wellington has resulted in 
strong relationships with the individual land owners. The programme and 
associated subsidies are seen to be highly beneficial and should be continued.  
The provision of trees, such as poplars, for hill country erosion control or 
shelter belts on the plains was particularly appreciated.  The benefits of soil 
conservation were seen to be improved water quality, better livestock and 
reduced flooding. 

“subsidies for planting of trees1595” 

“ soil conservation programmes/subsidies1596” 

“soil erosion control via poplar pole planting and advice1597”   

“funding for more shelter belts to protect the land1598” 

“accelerated erosion managed better with improved water quality”1599 

Flooding was widely recognised as a problem causing significant damage in 
both the rural and urban communities. Build up of gravel, lack of action, 
clogging by willows and compacted soil/impermeable surfaces where seen to 
increase the risk of flooding. 

“flooding of homesteads in convent road creating problems of pollution of 
properties requiring massive clean up”1600 

“waterways – stoney creek, build up of metal causing flooding on roads”1601 

“high material damage risk flooding and landslip”1602 

“compacted soil leads or exacerbates flooding”1603 

“compacted soil leads or exacerbates flooding”1604 

The participants commented both positively and negatively on Greater 
Wellington’s role in flood protection and river management.  

“continued GW funding of river committee”1605 

“flood management staff need to talk to locals”1606 

                                                 
1594 Lower Hutt – Blue  
1595 Tinui – Orange  
1596 Martinborough – Yellow  
1597 Martinborough – Yellow  
1598 Martinborough – Orange  
1599 Masterton – Yellow  
1600 Otaki – Purple 2 
1601 Martinborough – Black  
1602 Porirua – Gold  
1603 Lower Hutt – Green  
1604 Martinborough – Orange  
1605 Tinui – Green 
1606 Otaki – Purple2 
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“ponderous and costly process far approval of simple river management 
activities”1607 

“flood plain management is good”1608 

A number of participants also commented on the need for more effective 
planning in flood prone areas.   

“have better zoning so houses aren’t built in vulnerable areas, - flooding”1609 

30.4 Potable water supply   
Greater Wellington is responsible for providing treated drinking water to the 
Hutt Valley, Porirua and Wellington.   This water has to be of a high quality 
and comply with Ministry of Health requirements.   The workshop participants 
expected a clean and reliable water supply.  

“high quality drinking water for Wellington, Hutt valley, Porirua”1610   

“clean reliable water supplies”1611 

Some of the participants (11 groups) expressed a concern about the future 
demand on potable water supply. 

“a problem with future water supply programs”1612 

“potable long term water supply is not taken seriously enough or properly 
funded”1613 

A solution to this problem could be the introduction of water conservation 
measures.  This concept was raised by 39 of the workshop groups.   These 
groups wanted to see water demand managed through incentives which 
promote conservation and reuse. 

“lack of incentives for water re-use systems e.g. retention tanks or re-use 
tanks”1614 

“we need to conserve water better to avoid having to build a new dam-destroy 
another river”1615 

“water meters with graduated tariff”1616 

“incentives and advice to retrofit rain water tanks for garden irrigation”1617 

                                                 
1607 Masterton – Green  
1608 Masterton – H  
1609 Otaki – Purple 2 
1610 Professional Day – Purple 3 
1611 Upper Hutt – Silver  
1612 Lowe Hutt – Yellow  
1613 Paekakariki – Green  
1614 Lower Hutt – Gold  
1615 Lower Hutt – Orange  
1616 Lower Hutt – Yellow  
1617 Johnsonville – Blue  
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An identified benefit of water conservation was to avoid the need to build a 
new dam. There was concern that the development of a new dam in the 
Whakatiki River would impact on the river ecosystem and reduce low flows in 
the Hutt River. 

“possible loss of Whakatikei River wild areas by damming for water supply”1618 

“future water demand means less water in Hutt river” 1619 

“reduce water wastage, therefore no dam”1620 

30.5 Forestry Act 
There was concern by a number of participants that increased development of 
forestry could upset the balance in rural communities and damage existing 
roads. Some Māori would like to see indigenous forestry promoted.  

“maybe indigenous trees for forestry”1621 

“forestry schemes may upset balance of community”1622 

“land should be zoned for subdivision and forestry – otherwise threat to 
economic base”1623

 

“road upgrade for forestry trucks”1624 

30.6 Land Transport Act 
Greater Wellington manages the Regional Land Transport Strategy and the 
urban rail services.  Some believed their needs to be improved strategic 
planning, including a vision, for cycleways, walkways and light rail. There 
were many negative comments about the proposed Kapiti Coast expressway 
with a number requesting that Greater Wellington should oppose them or at 
least minimise their environmental impact. 

“encourage light rail in cities”1625 

“utilising public transport or walking or pedal power” 1626 

“keep improving rail. electrification, double tracking, a little bit at a time”1627 

“future impact of transmission gully on biodiversity management”1628 

“roading management conflicting with habitat management and restoration 
around harbours”1629 

                                                 
1618 Upper Hutt – Blue  
1619 Lower Hutt – Blue  
1620 Berhampore – Purple  
1621 Gladstone Marae 
1622 Martinborough – Blue  
1623 Martinborough – Blue 2 
1624 Masterton – Black  
1625 Lower Hutt – Green  
1626 Lower Hutt – Black  
1627 Masterton – C  
1628 Porirua – Black  
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“poor strategic planning need to take opportunities (recreational) when 
development occurs (nzta) e.g. SH58 and pathway”1630 

“GW should be closely involved with express way if will affect all approach of 
environment”1631 

“support for Regional Council in opposing the potential of the expressway to 
adversely affect S.W.C.A.”1632 

“proposed motorway will cause possible extra flood from runoff of new 
expressway additional water to streams Mangapouri and Otaki”1633 

Some participants (30 groups) would like to see more subsidised public 
transport and reduced cars on the road.   The use of a congestion charge was 
suggested to reduce traffic in the central city (14 groups). 

“increase rates subsidy on public transport”1634 

“congestion charge on cars in Wellington”1635 

“move freight from trucks to train e.g. logs”1636 

“encourage motor vehicle owners to switch to electric or hybrid vehicles 
through incentives infrastructure”1637 

30.7 Biosecurity 
Greater Wellington undertakes various biosecurity is functions including the 
development and implementation of the Regional Pest Management Strategy 
(RPMS) which targets both animal and plant pests. 

Animal and plant pests, such as pest fish, old mans beard, stoats etc. are seen to 
be destroying our indigenous biodiversity. Greater Wellington’s role in in 
controlling both animal and plant pests was appreciated by the workshop 
groups.  The reduction of the incidence of TB is widely hailed as a success, 
with people enjoying the subsequent increases in the native bird population. 
The use of biological control agents is supported. 

“getting rid of pests, possums, rabbits, stoats, hares, weasels1638” 

                                                                                                                                               
1629 Porirua – Orange  
1630 Porirua – C  
1631 Otaki – Blue  
1632 Otaki – Silver  
1633 Otaki – Black  
1634 Lower Hutt – Purple  
1635 Lower Hutt – Yellow  
1636 Wainuiomata – Gold  
1637 Wellington Central – Orange  
1638 Upper Hutt – Silver  
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“excellent pest control of possums and stoats in forest area. MAINTAIN 
this.”1639 

Almost all of the groups who commented on pest control would like to an 
increased effort on pest control and more species included within the RPMS.  
There were a number of species identified as pests which do not currently 
feature in the RPMS, such as canada geese and pink ragwort.  

“wildlife corridors with intense pest control, especially possum, stoats, cats, 
rats, and pigs1640” 

“eliminate Canada geese from Wairarapa1641” 

“increase surveillance of didymo in rivers and boats1642” 

“inadequate control of domestic cats at night impacts negatively on occurrence 
and breeding success of native birds1643” 

“neuter cats, keep them inside1644” 

30.8 Civil Defence Act 
Greater Wellington identifies 4Rs in civil defence – readiness, reduction, 
response and recovery.  It operates in partnership with the territorial authorities 
in the region.  The most frequently mentioned hazards were flooding, coastal 
erosion and inundation and sea level rise.   Avoidance of hazard areas and 
building up community resilience were recommended strategies.  

“partnerships with community/civil defence – containers for water1645” 

“encourage community participation in resiliency programs civil defence1646” 

“emergency management under resourced1647”  

“sea level rise planning1648” 

“changing environment issues, e.g. global warming, windmills- landscape, sea 
level rise1649” 

“increase research on coastal erosion and how to manage effects1650” 

“climate change- more flooding, more droughts1651” 

                                                 
1639 Porirua – Orange  
1640 Martinborough – Silver  
1641 Masterton – Green  
1642 Masterton – I  
1643 Porirua – Orange  
1644 Rongotai – Red  
1645 Lower Hutt – Yellow  
1646 Wellington Central – Orange2  
1647 Porirua – C  
1648 Professionals Day – Orange  
1649 Piptea Marae 
1650 Paraparaumu – Orange  
1651 Wellington Central – Orange  
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30.9 Queen Elizabeth 2 National Trust 
Greater Wellington helps in the identification of land which is suitable for 
Queen Elizabeth 2 (QE2) covenanting.  Approximately, 10 groups commented 
on QE2 covenants.  These comments included recognition of their benefits and 
the need to reduce the costs associated with their establishment. 

“more QE2 block1652” 

“reduce direct costs of QE2 establishment1653” 

30.10 Reserves Act 
Greater Wellington manages a number of regional parks across the region. 
Participants in 13 groups believed these parks provided value to the community 
through a variety of benefits including human health, walking, tramping, 
protected ecosystems and biodiversity. 

“regional parks for recreation1654” 

“regional parks system protects biodiversity1655” 

“health benefits (regional parks environment and air quality)1656” 

“regional parks are great tramping1657” 

Greater Wellington’s role was seen to include monitoring predators, providing 
integration across all the parks, providing educational gardens, protecting and 
improving the biodiversity, providing more tracks and waste disposal 
opportunities.  

“continue and improve regional parks for multiple benefits”1658 

“manage regional parks – farming, recreation, forestry” 1659 

“……ban taking of eels in regional parks”1660   

“ supply clean up tools for the public to borrow in reg. parks and local 
streams”1661 

“ensure integration of ideas across activities e.g. regional plan and networks 
parks plan”1662 

“support predator control in forest parks”1663   

                                                 
1652 Masterton – Green  
1653 Masterton – Green  
1654 Lower Hutt – Blue  
1655 Professionals Day – Orange  
1656 Karori – Purple  
1657 Martinborough – Orange  
1658 Berhampore – Yellow  
1659 Porirua – Purple  
1660 Lower Hutt – Orange  
1661 Karori – Purple  
1662 Johnsonville – Orange  
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“develop walking tracks and gateways to give people early access to their 
local natural environment (ie parks reserve, waterways)”1664 

“monitor predators – parks,”1665 

“parks with educational gardens eg. fruit, veggies, natives”1666 

“can’t understand why we can’t hunt in parks”1667      

“more money for parks to protect biodiversity”1668 

A number of participants requested the creation of more regional parks across 
the region. 

“include Hutt river trail in the regional parks plan”1669 

“support for areas to be put aside as reserves and protected from further 
development”1670 

“need more parks or regional parks”1671   

“look at purchasing nationally unique areas e.g. Orongorongo Station and 
Nga Potike and develop as coast recreation area”1672 

“swap Battlehill for Kakaho valley”1673 

“need public access to Terawhiti – to regional park” 1674 

31. Territorial Authorities opportunities in natura l resource 
management 
Participants in the workshops included a number of suggestions about resource 
management that may be of interest to the Territorial Authorities (TA) in the 
Wellington Region.  This section describes those ideas that are consistent with 
the descriptions of TA responsibilities in the Resource Management Act and 
Local Government Act. 

31.1 Indigenous plants and fauna 
Biodiversity policy is the responsibility of both Greater Wellington and the 
TA’s.  The protection on private land of indigenous plants and fauna by TA’s 
is included in the RMA.  Many contributors would like to see developed both 
regional and district biodiversity plans.  Such plans could set out roles and 
responsibilities including the coastal marine area, outline any incentives e.g. 

                                                                                                                                               
1663 Martinborough – Silver  
1664 Professional Day – Purple 2 
1665 Paraparaumu – Blue 2 
1666 Wellington Central – Orange                                  2 
1667 Porirua – B  
1668 Rongotai – Yellow  
1669 Lower Hutt – Blue  
1670 Martinborough – Dusty  Pink  
1671 Wellington Central – Orange2 
1672 Martinborough – Grey       
1673 Porirua - C 
1674 Berhampore – A  
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rates relief for protected native bush areas, and address the protection of 
biodiversity during the development of subdivisions.  

“work with developers and [local 
councils] to protect gullies for eco 
corridors”1675 

“UHCC does not have biodiversity 
policy” 1676 

“limit development in areas of high 
biodiversity”1677 

“develop and implement region 
wide biodiversity plans”1678 

“work out who does what in the 
coastal environment between 
regional council and local councils- 
roles for clarification “1679 

“rate relief for landowners with 
mature bush”1680 

The contribution of TAs to pest 
management programmes were 
strongly supported. An integrated 
strategy in partnership with all 
members of the community 
including councils and DOC was 
suggested.  

“land care – I’d like to see a care 
taker/pest control for each area to 
mind possums, geese, weeds”1681 

“DOC, WRC and KCDC work well 
together”1682 

“improving efficiency between GW 
and TAs and DOC”1683 

By-laws for the control of cats in 
sensitive ecosystems were suggested 

                                                 
1675 Lower Hutt – Orange  
1676 Upper Hutt – Purple  
1677 Upper Hutt – Green  
1678 Upper Hutt – Green  
1679 Professionals Day – Purple 3 
1680 Lower Hutt – Silver  
1681 Masterton – F  
1682 Paraparaumu – Blue  
1683 Porirua – C  

Box 28.we have storm water full of 
chemicals going into the 
environment but if you don’t 
understand the value intertidal 
system for marine species and I 
would review the RPS and also 
board of inquire to the review of 
the RPS and fresh water 
management is a 300 point power 
point on Ministry of environment 
describing that value and part of 
ministry of environment said we 
live in a society where we don’t 
know what we don’t know and we 
have a council that doesn’t know 
what it doesn’t know. And this is 
the first time we have ever gotten 
to a point where we have gotten to 
appoint where we can discus what 
they don’t know. We need more of 
these forums were the council 
comes and asks us and they have to 
recognise our informal marine 
knowledge. And this information 
knowledge is all you’ve got 
because companies will not fund 
research of intertidal zone. The 
department of conservation will 
not fund it in the ministry of the 
environment will not fund it.  We 
know so little about the intertidal 
zone. All our points here sort of 
point to that, we are living in a 
worlds where the majority of the 
people don’t know and we have to 
get a better education because you 
can’t manage something if you 
don’t know. 
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as a part of a control of pest strategy. These could be included in the conditions 
for new subdivisions. 

“bylaws “outlawing” cat ownership in eco-sensitive areas, and extending it to a 
couple of km beyond boundary”1684 

“control of domestic and feral cats”1685 

“micro-chipping, registration, keeping cats inside “ 1686  

31.2 Facilities on Public Land 
TAs have responsibilities towards parks, reserves and coastal areas.  In 
particular, the coastal area was recognised as a “special place” providing public 
benefits.  Many people recognised that there was a need for the general public 
to clearly understand roles and responsibilities in the coastal marine area.   

“dunes – feel they are not protected from subdivision”1687 

“planting on foreshores reserve”1688 

“confused about POE, WRC, MDC, role in coastal management”1689 

A number of groups (54) raised issues to do with access to the coast and 
beaches.  

“good access to beach”1690 

“want great coast and beach access”1691 

However, they (4 groups) also wanted vehicle access to beaches and rivers 
restricted when it could damage shell fish beds and dunes especially 4x4 and 
quad bikes. 

“keep 4x4s off coastal strip, block with rocks, large and timber”1692 

“firm control of horses and dogs on pauatahanui inlet at low tide”1693 

“education, signage to educate people about effects of vehicles on beaches”1694 

“signs at beach identifying shells and seaweeds - result – hopefully people will 
own and thus care for beach”1695 

                                                 
1684 Rongotai – Red  
1685 Paraparaumu – Blue2 
1686 Rongotai – Red  
1687 Otaki – Gold  
1688 Otaki – Gold  
1689 Tinui – Blue  
1690 Otaki – Gold  
1691 Upper Hutt – Green  
1692 Wainuiomata – Gold  
1693 Porirua Group – Orange  
1694 Paraparaumu – Silver  
1695 Otaki – Gold  
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Signs to identify features and interpret sites were appreciated by workshop 
groups and could be improved. 

“improve transport and pedestrian safety and signage to natural areas and 
coast line”1696 

“signs showing and teaching me about the local diversity” 1697 

“have more signs on drains what cant go there/where its going/what it will 
effect (animals)”1698 

“signs at beach identifying shells and seaweeds - result – hopefully people will 
own and thus care for beach”1699 

“Mataikona – plaques/notices (something that can last) for wahi tapu with 
story so people know why it’s important”1700 

Additional facilities in public areas including such things as public toilets, 
better placement of rubbish bins to reduce litter, were suggested.  

“more public toilets stop human waste by rivers, beaches, etc”1701 

“Mataikona – plaques/notices (something that can last) for wahi tapu with story 
so people know why it’s important”1702 

“supply more rubbish tins in picnic or public areas” 1703 

“put rubbish bins where they put picnic tables”1704 

The creation of public/forest/communal gardens, possibly on public land set 
aside for that purpose, with nut, fruit and native plantings was suggested by 21 
groups. 

“facilitate increase in forest gardens – number of , design and quality to help 
public by expert in set up”1705 

“grow food forests on public land”1706 

“plant nut and fruit trees in public spaces”1707 

“community gardens (veggies, fruit) and have co-ops (flowers) for 
neighbourhoods”1708 

                                                 
1696 Berhampore – A  
1697 Rongotai – Yellow  
1698 Lower Hutt – Blue  
1699 Otaki – Gold  
1700 Gladstone Marae 
1701 Upper Hutt – Purple  
1702 Gladstone Marae 
1703 Upper Hutt – Orange  
1704 Berhampore – Green  
1705 Lower Hutt – Orange  
1706 Otaki – Silver  
1707 Lower Hutt – Orange  
1708 Lower Hutt – Blue  
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“establish community gardens – educate your kids”1709 

31.3 Urban Form 
Subdivision developments were an opportunity to improve resource 
management for 8 groups. 

“ensure planting and land restoration as condition of subdivisions on hillsides 
in Berhampore and Island Bay”1710 

“human modification can be sympathetic to environment, eg routes of tracks, 
roads”1711 

However other workshop groups were concerned about subdivisions removing 
high class soils from production (15 groups).  Soil was also being eroded from 
new subdivisions during their development and creating sources of sediment in 
waterways (15 groups). 

“loss of productive land through subdivision into small blocks”1712 

“protect the productive soil resource from inappropriate subdivision 
usage”1713 

“housing development and infill housing – in roads into bush/natural 
character of Wellington and fast storm water run off” 1714 

“subdivision development doing masses of earth works in creating flat building 
platforms”1715 

“need to strengthen regulatory and physical control of soil erosion, especially 
in subdivisions”1716 

“… clay and silt runoff, from earth works to streams and harbours”1717 

The coast was seen as a special area requiring greater protection from “ribbon 
development” and controls on the number and area of coastal subdivisions (7 
groups). 

“coastal strip between Te Horo and Pekapeka should be preserved from further 
development or subdivisions”1718 

“prevent ribbon costal development”1719 

“oppose inappropriate development in fragile ecosystems”1720 

                                                 
1709 Gladstone Marae 
1710 Berhampore – A  
1711 Wainuiomata – Gold  
1712 Martinborough – Black  
1713 Paraparaumu – Orange  
1714 Karori – Purple  
1715 Johnsonville – Blue  
1716 Porirua – Orange  
1717 Johnsonville – Pink  
1718 Otaki – Yellow  
1719 Masterton – H  
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Several workshop groups supported the development of more environmentally 
efficient “green” buildings e.g. solar panels for energy (18 groups).  They 
considered that financial incentives might be needed to encourage their 
adoption. 

“green building must dos for building consents”1721 

“subsidy for solar panels on buildings etc. and promote benefits”1722 

 “subsidise solar energy for residential properties” 1723 

“influence building code to require solar energy in private home”1724 

“encourage better insulation of dwellings”1725 

“encourage residential use of alternative energy, solar, wind, “1726 

Workshop groups identified a need for reducing household water consumption 
and increasing water-use efficiency. 

“too much H2O use, use less water”1727 

“we need to conserve water better to avoid having to build a new dam-destroy 
another river”1728 

 “efficient use of fresh water supply by positive not punitive actions”1729 

“eliminate leakage of all water supplies”1730 

Various options have been suggested to improve water use efficiency, from 
meters, reducing leakage from the system, recycling grey-water, water saving 
devices and the introduction of incentives to water harvest e.g. rain water 
collection systems.  

“water saving devices eg shower heads”1731 

“meter water use and charge for amount used”1732 

“water meters need to be in place to conserve water and reduce costs”1733 

                                                                                                                                               
1720 Otaki – Yellow  
1721 Wellington Central – Orange 2 
1722 Lower Hutt – Blue  
1723 Lower Hutt – Gold  
1724 Lower Hutt – Orange  
1725 Lower Hutt – Silver  
1726 Johnsonville – Blue  
1727 Upper Hutt – Purple  
1728 Lower Hutt – Orange  
1729 Rongotai – Purple  
1730 Lower Hutt – Purple  
1731 Lower Hutt – Yellow  
1732 Upper Hutt – Blue  
1733 Paraparaumu – Blue  
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“subsidise rainwater tanks (with pumps for toilet water)” 1734 

“incentivise rain water collection”1735 

“mandate new houses are fitted with rainwater collection and grey water use 
for at least irrigation”1736 

“encourage residential developments to install grey water collection”1737  

“urge TLAs to speed up leak detection from freshwater reticulation 
network”1738 

31.4 Waste 
Different workshop groups were concerned about waste management including 
rubbish (59 groups), recycling (28), sewage (40) and stormwater (44). 

Rubbish created problems through spoiling public spaces and consuming areas 
for landfill. 

“minimise generation of rubbish for landfill”1739 

“reduce the volume of garbage”1740 

Litter on roadsides, river banks and at beaches was identified as a problem.  
More rubbish bins were thought to be required. 

“keep road side tidy of rubbish”1741 

“avoid littering especially rubbish dumping on riverside”1742 

“litter ends up in harbour”1743 

“encourage the community to put rubbish in bins- more bins and emptied more 
often”1744 

 “penalties for littering”1745 

There was strong support from some groups for recycling and increasing the 
scope of recycling e.g. tyres, plastic wrap, further development of the Porirua 
City’s trash palace model.  

                                                 
1734 Rongotai – Red  
1735 Wellington Central – Orange  
1736 Johnsonville – Green  
1737 Lower Hutt – Blue  
1738 Wainuiomata – Gold  
1739 Upper Hutt – Blue  
1740 Lower Hutt – Gold  
1741 Upper Hutt – Silver  
1742 Lower Hutt – Black  
1743 Porirua – A  
1744 Upper Hutt – Purple  
1745 Upper Hutt – Blue  
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“advertise the benefits of recycling”1746 

“re-use ‘trash palace’ – Porirua City Council model” 1747 

“develop more robust and sustainable recycling programs”1748 

“set up recycling throughout whole area”1749 

The discharge of wastewater to both rivers and marine environments was a 
problem for groups across the whole region.  

“poorly managed sewage disposal 
in Wairarapa”1750 

“raw sewage still spilled into 
waterways, harbour”1751 

 “the Mangaterere river near the 
Carterton sewage ponds needs 
urgent management in 
summer”1752 

“MDC border dyke plan for 
disposal won’t greatly reduce 
flow to river*” 1753 

“Masterton sewage scheme 
brought up to standard”1754 

“WCC doesn’t have a strategic 
plan for sewage removal”1755 

“we need better sewage management on the Kapiti Coast”1756 

Groups suggested that more planning and capacity for future growth needed to 
be built into sewerage systems. 

“water supply and sewerage disposal should be in place before housing 
development and Waikanae”1757 

“have specific areas for caravans/motor homes to discharge their effluent” 1758 

“problem is no truck stock effluent disposal”1759 

                                                 
1746 Lower Hutt – Black  
1747 Martinborough – Red  
1748 Upper Hutt – Green  
1749 Lower Hutt – Green  
1750 Professionals Day – Purple 3  
1751 Porirua – Purple  
1752 Masterton – H  
1753 Masterton – G  
1754 Masterton – E  
1755 Pipitea Marae 
1756 Otaki – Orange  
1757 Otaki – Orange  
1758 Pipitea Marae 

Box 29. the core problems are politics 
and process. the legal requirements for 
consultation is recognised and purposed 
all too often as a substitute for actual 
action. And why that happens is because 
local invested interests that ignore that 
context and ignore costs and other 
political pressures largely though system 
we have.  The present of local and region 
govt will never provide the resources for 
proper research and planning the costs of 
doing so are simply unaffordable where 
that cost is provided on the current 
method of provision and that is a 
property tax in other words your rates.  
which is fundamentally inequitable. And 
fundamentally puts pressure on the most 
vulnerable members of the community. 
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“aim for nil discharge of human effluent to water ways”1760 

Workshop groups raised a number of issues about stormwater systems. 

“swales in streets for stormwater collections”1761 

“create building codes to require permeable surfaces on all new roading and 
housing driveways”1762 

“set clear and more stringent guidelines on piping of streams in sub 
divisions”1763 

“problem is sewage cross connection to stormwater and then to stream”1764 

“set up wetland stormwater cleansing system for municipal areas”1765 

32. Government Departments opportunities in natural  
resource management 
Four agencies were identified by workshop participants – Department of 
Conservation (DOC), Ministry of Fisheries (MF), New Zealand Safety and 
Transport Authority and Fish and Game (F&G). There was a widespread 
expectation for all of these agencies to work collaboratively with GW, T/A’s 
and Iwi.  Areas of collaboration could be research, biodiversity issues, pest 
management, education/awareness and joint funding of projects.  One outcome 
required from this collaboration was for improved regulation and enforcement. 

“more joined up thinking between all resource management agencies eg. Fish 
and game, DOC etc”1766 

“adoption of more collaborative approach eg. Iwi, fish and game, etc. 
providing increased balance and sustainable practices”1767 

“DOC, GW and KCDC work well together“1768 

32.1 Department of Conservation 
DOC is applauded for its ecological knowledge, restoration work and expertise.  

“DOC education and support programmes booklets”1769 

“at times DOC used as technical support as no marine ecologist at GW “1770 

“work with DOC and forest and bird to promote native flora and fauna”1771 
                                                                                                                                               
1759 Masterton – G  
1760 Masterton – Green  
1761 Lower Hutt – Gold  
1762 Lower Hutt – Orange  
1763 Johnsonville – Pink  
1764 Otaki – Gold  
1765 Martinborough – Silver  
1766 Masterton – D  
1767 Lower Hutt – Orange  
1768 Paraparaumu – Blue  
1769 Otaki – Orange  
1770 Professionals Day – Blue  
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Box 30. The council should be 
more accessible, listen, share 
ideas, and help establish 
networks so its easier for 
projects to get going, to link in 
with business and local 
communities.  And provide 
assistance by ensuring Iwi are 
represented they could have 
mentors that go around that 
help people get involved.  To 
involve the youth as well to 
have a voice. 

“support/communicate with DOC over biodiversity conservation and pest 
management”1772 

“GW reliance on applicant consulting DOC for ecological matters”1773 

32.2 Ministry of Fisheries 
Ministry of Fisheries was associated with specific problems about enforcing 
regulations on fish and shellfish.  Customary fishing restrictions were also 
considered to be problematic.  The marine and estuarine fisheries are identified 
as requiring protection. 

“improved regulation and enforcement (Department of Fisheries and DoC) 
restoration”1774 

“improve fisheries management rules and enforcement and coordination and 
education”1775 

“better manage customary harvesting of shellfish in harbours and coastlines; 
excessive penalty”1776 

“too much fishing and shell fish gathering”1777  

“start looking after the coastal and estuary fisheries”1778 

32.3 Fish and Game 
Fish and Game manages recreational species for the government.  The presence 
of some of these species as pests in local waterways, eg. Wairarapa Moana 
(rudd and perch) was a concern to some groups.  F&G could be involved in 
river management schemes where river management activities might be 
detrimental to the trout fishery. 

“work together to achieve common goals e.g. fish and game and river 
committees”1779 

“destruction of trout habitat in 
Ruamahunga”1780 

“poor Hutt river management – no allowance 
for the needs of trout ie pools and insects”1781 

“get rid of trout and other pest fish”1782 

                                                                                                                                               
1771 Rongotai – Purple  
1772 Johnsonville – Pink  
1773 Professionals Day – Blue  
1774 Otaki – Orange  
1775 Porirua – Orange  
1776 Porirua – Orange  
1777 Upper Hutt – Green  
1778 Otaki – Silver  
1779 Tinui – Black  
1780 Tinui – Green  
1781 Lower Hutt – Gold  
1782 Karori – Purple  
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“pest fish e.g. Rudd in lakes”1783 

“Lakes Wairarapa and Onoke pest fish invasion competing with indigenous 
sp.”1784 

32.4 NZ Transport Agency  
Poor air quality at Mount Victoria was identified by a couple of groups and this 
is a responsibility of the New Zealand Transport Agency. 

“poor air quality by Victoria Tunnel”1785  

                                                 
1783 Masterton – F  
1784 Masterton – Yellow  
1785 Rongotai – Purple  
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Part E: Greater Wellington relationships 

33. Relationship with Greater Wellington and ways t o work 
with the general public on natural resource managem ent  
All the groups at the public workshops wanted GW to ensure that the public 
remained involved throughout the regional planning process.  Generally the 
public did not have contact with individual staff or make use of GW 
environmental services directly.  Instead, the public tended to use the quality of 
their experiences of natural resources to judge the performance of GW.  As one 
group put it during the workshop for professionals: 

“public don't really know what Greater Wellington do” 1786 

Human health was the most widespread outcome that public groups wanted 
from natural resource management by GW (51 groups). 

“tramping – for health and fitness - good family outing and cheap (no 
cost")”1787 

“good management of natural resources – promotes and/or maintains active 
and healthy living”1788 

“water quality in harbour so poor as to create health risks especially for 
shellfish gathering”1789 

“poor states of water ways, lakes, coast, air, lead to poor health”1790 

 “what’s good for the environment is good for people” 1791 

“well managed parks, tracks and streams promote recreation resulting in 
better physical and mental health of rate payers”1792 

“clean water ways are basis for human health and biological diversity”1793 

“good natural resources mean quality recreation and therefore, better 
health”1794 

“health and well being of the population leads to economic benefits due to 
increased eco-tourism to our region”1795 

Recreation opportunities were the next most important outcomes for the public 
(35 groups). 

                                                 
1786 Professional Day – Purple                    
1787 Martinborough – Blue 3  
1788 Paraparaumu – Orange  
1789 Porirua – Orange       
1790 Wellington Central – Orange2 
1791 Porirua – Black   
1792 Otaki – Purple2 
1793 Johnsonville – Gold         
1794 Wainuiomata – Gold                 
1795 Wellington Central – Gold 
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“recreation- multi-use trails and tracks, wilderness areas, variety of 
experiences”1796 
“recreation – clean rivers and streams and sea (dive, kayak, raft, fish)”1797 

“recreational opportunities through good water quality, fishing, swimming, 
rivers … horse riding, open spaces – walking, tramping, visual – scenery”1798 

“well managed parks, tracks and streams promote recreation resulting in 
better physical and mental health of rate 
payers”1799 

Passive experience of natural resources was 
important to many groups (35). 

“space to walk and enjoy open areas”1800 

“a healthy environment is a good place to 
relax … what’s good for the environment is 
good for people”1801 

“better biodiversity means increased 
relaxation for humans, more ability to enjoy 
eg. bird song”1802 

“restored dunes means less erosion and more 
beach left for our grandchildren to play on”1803 

“having diverse plant and bird life enhances once enjoyment of the 
outdoors”1804 

Some groups emphasised the importance of family and community outcomes 
from natural resource management and the accessibility of opportunities to 
enjoy the environment (14 groups). 

“provide a safe area - a place for community to be proud of, take pride in and 
encourage tourists and visitors to the area”1805 

“remove distinction between ecology and community biology – put man in the 
picture”1806 

“places for families to swim and picnic”1807 

                                                 
1796 Lower Hutt – Purple  
1797 Berhampore – Purple  
1798 Johnsonville – Orange   
1799 Otaki – Purple2 
1800 Upper Hutt – Purple      
1801 Porirua – Black   
1802 Porirua – C  
1803 Otaki – Silver  
1804 Rongotai – Red  
1805 Otaki – Silver  
1806 Berhampore – A  
1807 Upper Hutt - Blue 

Box 31. we started off with 
a general, “How did we 
feel about regional council 
and how it was managing 
things?”   We were mainly 
on the poor side, my 
personal feeling on this 
might be the people 
attracted to meeting like 
this are motivated because 
they feel as though it is on 
the poor side.  And those 
who feel its ok are possibly 
not here.   
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“access in immediately adjacent wild areas”1808 

“improve access to natural areas – better maps, signage”1809 

“freedom to get to coast and rivers!”1810 

“encourage access to waterways – walkways through wetland"s”1811 

“good management of natural resources should also include maintaining and 
providing and protecting fuller access to natural areas e.g. rivers, mountains, 
beaches, forest, lakes”1812 

Some of the public workshop groups (10) were interested in GW ensuring that 
the quality of the food able to be produced would be the best possible from 
available resources. 

“better water, better stock, better food production, healthy diet”1813 

“healthy soils promotes healthy food production and habitat for 
biodiversity”1814 

The public workshop groups expressed that their most important requirement 
for GW was a transparent and interactive decision making process to develop 
its natural resource management plan. 

“lack of consultation is causing anguish and frustration”1815 

“more active engagement of community with looking after natural 
resources”1816 

“communities need to feel ownership of their local environment so they look 
after it better [and] play a key role in statutory planning process”1817 

“consultation that is open and full before making final decisions”1818 

“community consultation instead of council control”1819 

“encourage equal decision making [influence] between GW and 
landowners”1820 

“provide a forum for discussion of issues”1821 

                                                 
1808 Upper Hutt - Blue 
1809 Lower Hutt – Black  
1810 Martinborough – Red  
1811 Martinborough – Silver        
1812 Paraparaumu – Orange  
1813 Porirua – C  
1814 Berhampore – Yellow                
1815 Lower Hutt – Orange  
1816 Lower Hutt – Green               
1817 Lower Hutt – Orange  
1818 Lower Hutt – Yellow  
1819 Martinborough – Green  
1820 Martinborough – Dusty Pink 
1821 Martinborough – Dusty Pink 
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“need consulting in a genuine way with the community” 1822 

“host more workshops with the community …”1823 

“GW to consult more with practical people when rule making”1824 

“set up local ‘resource management group’ to deal with specific local 
issues”1825 

“need transparent, open dialogue, community consultation and feedback”1826 

“a wider view must be sought from multiple personnel so a balanced view is 
gained”1827 

“connect with the community on a very local basis, e.g. church, local cultural 
groups”1828 

“take more notice of what the community is saying”1829 

“listen to our opinions, attend community meetings, thereafter put into practice 
what has been advised and advocated”1830 

“make it easier for the community to share their stories and concerns during 
the consultation process … find ways of interactively involving youth in 
regional plans”1831 

“improve the ability for the community to become involved in planning 
decisions”1832 

“this process of engagement for natural resources should be repeated”1833 

“have these feedback workshops annually”1834 

Not everybody agreed with more consultation.  For instance one group in 
Paraparaumu made the point that the: 

“consultation process is overdone!!! too much talk, too little action”1835 

These results suggest that for GW to strengthen its relationships with the 
general public they should monitor the quality of peoples’ experience of 
natural resources in the region, including its association with human health, 
recreation, passive experience, family and community activities and food 

                                                 
1822 Martinborough – Red  
1823 Masterton – Yellow  
1824 Masterton – K  
1825 Tinui – Purple  
1826 Tinui – Orange  
1827 Paekakariki – Green  
1828 Porirua – Black   
1829 Porirua – A  
1830 Berhampore – Purple  
1831 Johnsonville – Gold         
1832 Rongotai – Yellow   
1833 Wellington Central – Yellow  
1834 Rongotai – Purple     
1835 Paraparaumu – Purple  
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quality.  GW should also work with community groups to enhance peoples’ 
experiences of the environment around the region. 

Regular consultation with the affected communities ensures that their view 
points are being taken into account throughout planning processes.  Regular 
consultation enables GW to reassure communities that their concerns are being 
acted upon. 

34. Mana whenua iwi relationships with Greater Well ington 
and ways to work together  
Mana whenua groups were interested in a relationship with GW based upon 
raNgātiratanga, kaitiakitanga and manaakitanga.  Respectively, this would 
mean strengthening their opportunities for self-determination, guardianship 
over natural resources, and ability to use natural resources for cultural purposes 
and hospitality. Māori  

“inappropriate display of Māori taonga in a pakeha setting”1836 

“raNgātiratanga lost”1837 

“loss of traditions (tikanga)”1838 

“mana whenua manaakitanga needs to be respected”1839 

 “decline in habitat quality with loss of kaitiaki”1840 

“conservation of natural resources was learnt from the old people”1841 

“loss of understanding of Māori values”1842 

“retaining stories of well being and respect for the environment”1843 

“Porirua Harbour and kai moana gave Ngāti Toa mana …”1844 

Mana whenua relationships have at times been difficult with all levels of 
Council. 

“scientists ignoring issues … politicians ignoring the issues …”1845 

“… misinformation describing Cook Strait currents, for resource consents”1846 

“lack of understanding Māori values1847” 

                                                 
1836 Pipitea Marae 
1837 Porirua Marae 
1838 Porirua Marae  
1839 Porirua Marae 
1840 Porirua Marae  
1841 Waiwhetu Marae – 2  
1842 Kahungunu Rangitane – 1  
1843 Kahungunu Rangitane – 1  
1844 Porirua Marae  
1845 Pipitea Marae 
1846 Pipitea Marae 
1847 Kahungunu Rangitane – 1  
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“lack of qualified science staff”1848 

“loss of archaeological and cultural 
sites”1849 

“tangata whenua do not change – central 
and local government change … need to 
keep educating new staff”1850 

GW can support their partnership with mana 
whenua iwi by strengthen Māori values 
amongst young people. 

“need to get kids interested in their 
ancestral land”1851 

“need to build a greater sense of 
Kaitiakitanga”1852 

“kaitiaki training for environmental 
monitoring”1853 

GW can involve Māori as technical experts 
and consultants. 

“involving Iwi more in decision making”1854 

“disposal of sewage on land and sea requires consultation with Māori” 1855 

“M āori working with Pakeha in management of natural resources”1856 

“engage iwi just like engaging any other expert (i.e. not for free)”1857 

“tribal monitoring of uses and taking of natural resources”1858 

GW could delegate iwi partners with some autonomous decision making 
authority over areas of public land. 

“gift land to enable kaitiaki – have a contract between Council and Marae”1859 

“could have blocks of land managed in partnership with GW”1860 

“… Iwi be delegated authority over land and water”1861 

                                                 
1848 Pipitea Marae 
1849 Kahungunu Rangitane – 1  
1850 Waiwhetu Marae – 1  
1851 Gladstone Marae – Wha  
1852 Waiwhetu Marae – 2  
1853 Pipitea Marae 
1854 Waiwhetu Marae – 1  
1855 Waiwhetu Marae – 2  
1856 Porirua Marae 
1857 Waiwhetu Marae – 1  
1858 Waiwhetu Marae – 2  
1859 Waiwhetu Marae – 1  
1860 Waiwhetu Marae – 2  

Box 32. one point we would 
like to share with you all are 
2 things: a blank sheet of 
paper and no time from and 
working from the bottom up. 
That is refreshing and quite 
unique. That does 2 things, it 
endorses the community and 
you then put the blowtorch 
on them to get them 
involved. Then when the 
final document starts to get 
developed there will be a 
strong ownership among the 
community and you are 
going to be strong position to 
get community support. That 
is really crucial and different 
from someone coming along 
with a recipe and plan and 
we have 4 days to respond. 
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“want to be able to harvest land under our authority” 1862 

“trial run on experimental basis of marae authority” 1863 

“have more workshops to address topics such as applying for grants and how 
to tap into other WCC and GW initiatives”1864 

“have scholarships addressing some of these issues and include bonding for 2 
years”1865 

GW can ensure regular communication with Iwi Authorities and between iwi 
and other community groups. 

“want reports to Iwi Runanga quarterly”1866 

“listen to Iwi advisors – Iwi feel disenfranchised”1867 

“better understanding from GW staff of cultural issues is needed, more like the 
hui we are having today”1868 

“recognition of a historical generosity by mana whenua when planning for the 
future – acknowledging historical gifting into the future”1869 

“more hui between iwi and farmers (better understanding needed)”1870 

35. Regional plan users’ relationship with Greater Wellington 
and ways to work together 
Regional plan users included farmers, consultants and developers applying for 
and holding consents to use or modify natural resources in the region.  For 
these people, the contact that they had with GW staff and their experience of 
the consenting process influenced their evaluation of the performance of GW. 

“individual staff are very helpful – with technical information – with ideas of 
solutions to resource management problems”1871 

“generally a good relationship with staff who are – professional, informed, 
and dedicated, but sometimes lack institutional knowledge”1872 

The consents process was consistently described as being to complex and 
bureaucratic. 

“complexity of rules in the plans …”1873 

                                                                                                                                               
1861 Porirua Marae 
1862 Waiwhetu Marae – 2  
1863 Waiwhetu Marae – 2  
1864 Pipitea Marae 
1865 Pipitea Marae 
1866 Porirua Marae  
1867 Kahungunu Rangitane – Tahi  
1868 Gladstone Marae – Rua  
1869 Gladstone Marae – rima  
1870 Gladstone Marae - Rua 
1871 Professional Day – Purple  
1872 Professional Day – Blue  
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“too much bureaucracy”1874 

“cut back on bureaucracy”1875 

“application process to long (time)”1876 

“workable consent conditions”1877 

“reasonable threshold for permitted verses consent required activities”1878 

“simplify the resource consent process, make it easier to understand”1879 

“application forms for resource consents are not user friendly as digital 
documents”1880 

“too easy to object to resource consent with no cost or downside”1881 

Workshop groups identified opportunities for GW to work alongside regional 
organisations and industries to develop and implement policies that would be 
practical. 

“better communication between GW and plan users”1882 

“work more collaboratively with local and [central] government agencies on 
natural resource management”1883 

“actively promote collaborative governance”1884 

“work with industry to reduce water pollution”1885 

“Council need to realise it is a service - to help, not get in the way of business, 
but use good guidance”1886 

“realistic regional plan objectives, policies and rules that allow for use and 
development while providing for adverse effects to be avoided, remedied or 
mitigated”1887 

One group considered that verbal approvals 
would speed up the consent process. 

                                                                                                                                               
1873 Professional Day – Orange2                    
1874 Martinborough – Green  
1875 Masterton – E  
1876 Professional Day – Blue                    
1877 Professional Day – Blue                    
1878 Professional Day – Purple3 
1879 Masterton – H  
1880 Professional – Orange2                    
1881 Martinborough – Green  
1882 Professional Day – Purple2 
1883 Upper Hutt – Green  
1884 Lower Hutt – Orange  
1885 Lower Hutt – Silver    
1886 Martinborough - Blue   
1887 Professional Day – Orange    

Box 33. and the council 
itself needs to be more 
vigorous in enforcement 
measures and prosecutions 
and fining and taking action 
on the basis of what they 
have heard from the 
community, they need to 
listen more carefully to 
information from the 
community and respond so 
when we do report activities 
which are contributing to 
the pollution we can see 
that we are listened to and 
that council is responding. 
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“verbal approval granted rather than waiting for paper” 1888 

Other groups (6) wanted GW to provide more information and support for the 
people applying for consents. 

“need to educate and improve communication”1889 

“education by providing examples of what needs consents and when”1890 

“professional seminars and workshops through the year” 1891 

“need for public education programme on-line”1892 

“we need to know: what are the natural resources, what is frugal use of 
resources, effects of our activities, paradigm of protect verses develop 
intergenerational, cooperation between different groups, how do we work 
together to find common ground, and the limitations of the RMA”1893 

“better information and advice for farmers”1894 

“make clear rules and good practice awarded recognition” 1895 

Professional groups and plan users (6) wanted to have more monitoring of 
natural resources in the region and more feed-back about changes made 
available to them. 

“need a collaborative supportive, open, monitoring and investigative team”1896 

 “should be able to monitor permitted activities as well as consents”1897 

“lack of data and knowledge in GW is creating bad consent decisions – ground 
water surface water interaction”1898 

“limitations to [existing] research from understaffing, e.g. water quality data, 
flows and ground water.  Cant manage it if you don't have data.”1899 

“create a set of standards that can be measured and maintained”1900 

“lack of base-line information to guide decisions”1901 

“cultural research needed to inform management e.g. cultural health 
monitoring”1902 

                                                 
1888 Professional Day – Blue                    
1889 Professional Day – Purple3 
1890 Professional Day – Blue                    
1891 Professional Day – Orange2                    
1892 Professional Day– Purple                    
1893 Professional Day – Purple2 
1894 Professional – Orange  
1895 Professional – Orange  
1896 Professional – Blue                    
1897 Professional – Blue                    
1898 Professional – Orange2                    
1899 Professional – Purple                    
1900 Professional – Blue                    
1901 Professional – Orange2                    
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“monitoring and measurement of key performance areas” 1903 

When enforcement was needed, the groups wanted consent and effective 
processes. 

“Compliance needs to be regular and consistent … there is a lack of 
compliance on consent conditions … and political will-power”1904 

“inadequate compliance monitoring and enforcement”1905 

36. Relationships with other Local Authorities 
The TA groups (4) were concerned about the amount and types of rules to be 
included in the new regional plan. 

“too many rules”1906 

“opportunity for less rules than needed if we deal with cross 
boundary/jurisdictional issues”1907 

“reduce regulation more, include discussion with landowners to achieve the 
outcome through agreement e.g. guidelines”1908 

“plans should have mechanism to allow TAs flexibility in time to meet the rules 
(depending upon affordability)”1909 

“need regional consistency on discharge limits”1910 

“need clear direction in the plan for what you can and can’t do”1911 

“reduce the “words” to make plans easier to read/understand … have agreed 
priorities within the plan that takes into account affordability and use … 
spatial planning to integrate nrm and other community needs”1912 

“review whether regional councils are necessary”1913 

“both parties not coordinate sufficiently to ensure region (rather than 
organisation) benefits”1914 

The TA’s (4 groups) wanted to support and encourage the contributions of 
community care groups. 

                                                                                                                                               
1902 Professional – Purple                    
1903 Professional – Purple                    
1904 Professional – Orange  
1905 Professional – Orange 
1906 MDC 
1907 MDC 
1908 MDC 
1909 MDC 
1910 WCC – Group A 
1911 KCDC – Group A 
1912 MDC 
1913 WCC – Group A 
1914 WCC – Group B 
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“relationships through care groups very important i.e. Otaki River, need 
economic analysis of contribution of voluntary care groups?”1915 

They thought that consultation and collaboration would be important for 
developing the new plan. 

“people are the strengths – passion for the environment, so it is … critical that 
GW have good staff to facilitate conversations and relationships.  there has 
been … poor consultation with community e.g. biodiversity strategy @ QE 
park and need … greater responsiveness to community concerns – river 
gravel”1916 

“need to improve process for community board asking question and getting 
answers1917” 

“perhaps there is a need for a stronger shared, and “farsighted”, vision not 
just with the councils but in community at large”1918 

“minimise number of points where consultation is required”1919 

“let ‘local’ outcomes be the norm – local info and knowledge”1920 

Communication was important (5 groups) between GW and TAs, and it 
seemed to be improving.  Communication was also important between GW and 
TA constituents. 

“good improvements in communication at political and staff level”1921 

“to change public culture greater media coverage needed”1922 

“by better informing the community there may be an opportunity to use more 
guidelines and take the community with you”1923 

“promote in plain English the work that WCC and GWRC do in these areas … 
joint newsletters and/or press releases where appropriates”1924 

“own your bad transport PR”1925 

“move away from ‘paper plans’ – agree only e-based outcome”1926 

All the TAs wanted a strong relationship between them and Greater 
Wellington. 

                                                 
1915 KCDC – Group A 
1916 KCDC – Group A  
1917 KCDC – Group A 
1918 MDC 
1919 MDC 
1920 WCC 
1921 KCDC – Group A 
1922 KCDC – Group B 
1923 MDC 
1924 WCC – Group B 
1925 WCC – Group B 
1926 WCC – Group B 



 

PAGE 217 OF 235 

   

“need development of common principles between KCDC and GW”1927 

“add weight to district plans, give support to TAs, acknowledge the roles of 
TAs in the plan and incorporate TAs issues.  Show understanding of local 
issues for TAs.  The regional plan must mesh with local plans or vice versa.  
Work towards one regional plan for Wellington Region” 1928 

“the GWRC plans and TAs plans should be integrated in their end objectives 
with regard to  natural resources”1929 

                                                 
1927 KCDC – Group A 
1928 KCDC – Group B 
1929 MDC 
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Part F: Integrated catchment resource management 

37. Catchment natural resource priorities 

37.1 Workshops in the catchments 
The Wellington Region can be considered as six large scale catchments, based 
upon the different ‘waterway receiving environments’ and communities of 
interest.  All six sets of catchment results in this report include the results from 
2-4 workshops that have been combined, except for the Ruamahanga 
Catchment.  The Ruamahanga only has results from the Masterton workshop 
because there was no other similar workshop available in the Wairarapa. 

Table 3. Catchments and contributing workshops 

Catchment Name Workshops Number of groups 

n=93 

Eastern Wairarapa Tinui 

Martinborough 

5 

11 

(5%) 

(12%) 

Ruamahanga Masterton 15 (16%) 

Northern Wellington Harbour Upper Hutt 

Lower Hutt 

Wainuiomata 

5 

8 

1 

(5%) 

(9%) 

(1%) 

Southern Wellington Harbour Karori 

Thorndon 

Wellington Central 

Berhampore 

Rongotai 

1 

1 

3 

5 

3 

(1%) 

(1%) 

(3%) 

(5%) 

(3%) 

Porirua Harbour Johnsonville 

Porirua east 

5 

7 

(5%) 

(8%) 

Western Coast Paekakariki 

Paraparaumu 

Otaki 

2 

7 

9 

(2%) 

(8%) 

(10%) 

37.2 Natural resource themes 
In Table 4 the different natural resource management themes are compared for 
the different catchments.  Each of the themes was introduced and described 
earlier in this report.  The table lists the themes starting with the most 
important, that is waterway management, which was addressed by eighty-nine 
of the ninety-three groups.  The least important theme was “gardens and fruit 
trees”, which was developed by thirty of the ninety-three groups. 

Each of the columns of the table contains the number of groups in the 
catchment workshops developing ideas about each of the natural resource 
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management themes.  For example the Eastern Wairarapa had fifteen of the 
sixteen groups developing the waterway theme. 

In Table 4, waterways, biodiversity and soils were common resource priorities 
to all of the six catchments. 

“healthy rivers will lead to healthy soils and some recovery in biodiversity 
too”1930 

Pest and weed themes were important to Eastern and Ruamahanga, but 
relatively less to Porirua Harbour. 

“want weeds and pests in very low numbers”1931 

Management of the coastal and marine area was important to Southern 
Wellington Harbour, Porirua and the Western Coast, but relatively less 
important to Eastern Wairarapa and Ruamahanga. 

“naturally occurring benefits – the wonderful coastal play ground for 
everybody to enjoy, feel free there, and respect”1932 

Air quality was important to Northern and Southern Wellington Harbour, but 
relatively less important to Eastern Wairarapa and Ruamahanga. 

“poor air quality causes a decrease in general health for people”1933 

Riparian management was important to the groups in the Northern Wellington 
Harbour and the Western Coast, but was relatively less important to groups in 
the Eastern Wairarapa, Southern Wellington Harbour and Porirua.  The last 
two catchments were more concerned about improved trapping of silt from 
development of new subdivisions. 

“… create ecological corridors for native flora and fauna along streams, 
…” 1934 

“strengthen regulatory and physical control of soil erosion, especially in 
subdivisions”1935 

Rubbish and litter control was particularly important to the groups in the 
Northern and Southern Wellington Harbour. 

“problem from rubbish on beaches and in natural areas and public places”1936 

 

                                                 
1930 Lower Hutt – Orange  
1931 Wellington Central – Orange2 
1932 Otaki – Silver  
1933 Rongotai – Yellow   
1934 Paraparaumu – Blue  
1935 Porirua – Orange       
1936 Wellington Central – Orange2 
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Table 4. A comparison between catchments for natural resource management priorities 

Natural 
Resource 
Management 
Theme 

Public and 
Professional 
Workshops 
Combined 

(93 groups) 

Eastern 
Wairarapa 

(16 groups) 

Ruamahanga 

(15 groups) 

Northern 
Wellington 
Harbour 

(14 groups) 

Southern 
Wellington 
Harbour 

(13 groups) 

Porirua 

(12 groups) 

Western Coast 

(18 groups) 

Waterways 89 15 15 14 12 11 17 

Biodiversity 84 13 14 14 13 11 17 

Soils and erosion 78 16 15 11 13 7 15 

Pests and weeds 76 15 14 11 11 9 14 

Coastal and 
marine 

68 9 8 11 13 10 16 

Air quality 61 7 7 12 10 9 12 

Riparian 
management 

59 5 11 12 6 7 16 

Rubbish and 
littering 

59 9 6 12 12 8 11 

Landscape 
protection 

55 11 4 8 10 9 12 

Stormwater 44 2 2 10 11 8 10 

Gardens and fruit 
trees 

30 2 1 7 9 3 8 
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Landscapes are not particularly important to Ruamahanga groups. 

“landscape form policies are scaring landowners, restricting activities”1937 

Stormwater is not as important to the Eastern Wairarapa and Ruamahanga 
groups, as it is to the other catchment groups.  Instead these two catchments 
placed relatively more importance on the management of sewerage. 

“polluted stormwater is draining into the harbour”1938 

“stop urban sewerage from getting into waterways”1939 

Gardens and fruit trees as part of natural resource management in the region is 
relatively more important to the Northern and Southern Wellington Harbour 
than the other catchments. 

“encourage gardening and composting at home”1940 

Eastern Wairarapa and Ruamahanga groups (14-12) consistently emphasised 
the importance of economic development as an indicator of effective natural 
resource policy. 

“Make policies workable and encourage primary production” 1941” 

Eastern Wairarapa and Ruamahanga groups identified flood management as an 
important area for resource management.  Some groups wanted increased flood 
control activities, other groups were concerned at the ecological consequences 
of such activities.  Increased community communication and consultation 
seems key to managing this conflict. 

“waterways are good, especially the flood warning system”1942 

“flood management system can be improved and extended to upper 
Wairarapa”1943 

“too much interference with river channels causing damage to river 
ecosystems … manage rivers in more proactive manner avoiding excessive 
cross blading, give rivers more room with channels”1944 

37.3 Relationship themes 
Strengthening relationships between communities and GW was the most 
significant influence upon regional plan development for all catchment groups.  
The most important way of achieving this was through consultation and 
supporting the work of care groups. 

                                                 
1937 Martinborough – Grey       
1938 Berhampore – A  
1939 Tinui – Black                 
1940 Upper Hutt – Green  
1941 Martinborough – Black  
1942 Martinborough – Pink         
1943 Masterton – Green        
1944 Masterton – Yellow  
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“lack of consultation is causing anguish and frustration”1945 

“consultation (open and full) before making final decisions”1946 

“Develop community organisation use them to detect problems and provide 
solutions”1947 

“Continues and expand help to care groups provide the expertise and 
leadership”1948 

There was a great deal of interest across all the catchments in policy 
development, except in Ruamahanga, where there was much more interest in 
the consents process. 

“One plan for entire Wellington region may be too general … contribute to 
regional catchment plans, each area has different needs and problems”1949 

“Make the consent process less prescriptive.  Let farmers take the 
responsibility for normal farm activities with the onus on them to do a proper 
job with no environmental damage, then no consents should be needed. But if 
damage is done, then the farmer pays a fine”1950 

Many of the groups developed ideas for greater natural resource education, 
advocacy and advice as the mechanism for delivering natural resource policy. 
Eastern Wairarapa and Ruamahanga wanted more policies using financial 
incentives and market-based policy instruments. 

“people don’t necessarily know what the problems are, or what the solutions 
are, or what they can do about it … education is No 1, regulation and 
enforcement is 2nd”1951 

“financial incentives where appropriate and … continue to give good advice to 
hill protection”1952 

The Northern Wellington Harbour did not develop their ideas about natural 
resource policy as much as the other catchments.  They choose to emphasis 
environmental best practices instead, e.g. riparian management practices and 
recycling of waste material. 

“help make Hutt River corridor a ‘natural’ area with native planting and good 
access”1953 

“proper disposal of rubbish - litter bins, recycling material when possible, 
hazardous waste disposal”1954 

                                                 
1945 Upper Hutt – Orange         
1946 Lower Hutt – Yellow  
1947 Wellington Central – Orange2 
1948 Otaki – Black       
1949 Tinui – Black                 
1950 Martinborough – Pink         
1951 Masterton – C  
1952 Tinui – Purple  
1953 Lower Hutt – Purple  
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Part G: Overall natural resource management conclus ions 

38. Conclusions based upon most significant regiona l 
opportunities 
Participants in the regional engagement process wanted waterways to be freely 
flowing, and low in sediment.  In addition, they wanted their waterways to be 
suitable for swimming, be a safe source of food and a good habitat for fish and 
other water creatures.  Participants expected GW to work with farmers and 
subdivision developers to keep out of waterways any sediment from erosion.  
They expected GW to monitor waterways and the activities of consent holders.  
And to tell communities when it was safe for them to swim and harvest food.  
They expected GW to work with any people breaking the rules to correct at an 
early stage any problems being created. 

Biodiversity was important to the region 
for the special and unique experiences it 
provided people, such as being able to 
listen to bird song.  Biodiversity was 
equally important to both rural and urban 
communities.  Many groups wanted to 
see ecological corridors included in a 
regional biodiversity strategy.  This 
would enable communities to benefit 
from the linking together of the bird 
populations in recognised sanctuaries, 
e.g. between Zealandia and Kapiti Island. 

People in rural and urban areas 
recognised the importance of reducing 
from current levels, erosion on hill 
country farms and new subdivisions.  
Erosion was considered to be disrupting 
streams and silting up harbours.  On 
farms, there was widespread support for 
continued encouragement and resources 
for tree-planting any at-risk slopes.  There was interest in GW staff increasing 
the use by farmers of indigenous plant material. 

On subdivisions, it was considered that silt trap designs needed to be improved 
and the maintenance of silt traps monitored and enforced. 

Generally the public did not have contact with individual staff at Greater 
Wellington or make use of Greater Wellington environmental services directly.  
Instead, the public tended to use the quality of their experiences of natural 
resources to judge the performance of GW.  The public wanted Greater 
Wellington to manage the region’s natural resources to provide good human 
health, recreation, passive experience, family and community activities and 
safe food. 

                                                                                                                                               
1954 Lower Hutt – Black  

Box 34. my example is we say 
we are descended from the earth 
and sky and that is in our 
heritage and when we desecrate 
that we are desecrating 
ourselves. And I think that is 
what we need to realise there is 
a food element to it, and our 
hour harbour can feed everyone 
in Porirua everyone in Pornaki 
that is the sad thing that people 
think that going to Pak and Save 
rather than looking at our 
harbours as a food resource. Our 
motivation for what we are 
doing like planting trees, yeah 
that’s good but we should plant 
trees that help animals, and 
plant trees that will help animals 
in those areas. 
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Regional plan users consisted of those people and organisations that apply for 
and hold consents to use or modify natural resources in the region.  For these 
people, the contact that they had with GW staff and their experience of the 
consenting process influenced their evaluation of the performance of GW.  
Regional plan processes for these people often appeared to be bureaucratic, 
slow and unrealistic.  They wanted greater transparency in the regional 
planning process and the provisions in the regional plan to be practical. 

39. Conclusions based upon most significant catchme nt 
opportunities 
In the catchments, the issues and objectives for natural resource management 
were similar for water quality in waterways, biodiversity and soils.  There were 
differences in less regionally significant natural resource topics, such as 
sewerage in the Wairarapa and air quality around Wellington Harbour. 

The main differences between the catchments were their perceived causes and 
drivers of “problem behaviour”.  For example, in the Wairarapa, erosion was 
associated with farming, whereas in Southern Wellington Harbour it was 
associated with subdivision development.  There were also differences in the 
preferred policy instruments, such as the use of education, financial incentives 
or rules.  Eastern Wairarapa and Ruamahanga preferred the use of financial 
incentives.  The Western Coast, Porirua and Southern Wellington Harbour 
preferred education.  The Northern Wellington Harbour preferred to emphasise 
the use of consents. 

40. Conclusions for Territorial Authorities 
Biodiversity is an area of joint responsibility for GW and the TAs.  More 
planning in this area was thought to be needed to clarify roles and establish 
strategic objectives. The TAs could establish controls for pets, especially cats 
in new subdivisions when these are in sensitive areas for indigenous plants and 
fauna. 

TAs were encourage by groups to improve facilities on public land including 
public toilets, rubbish collection and signage.  While people wanted access to 
the coast and beaches they also wanted restrictions on the type of vehicles that 
could be driven through these areas.  Some groups wanted the opportunity to 
establish community gardens (mahinga kai) on some public areas. 

Subdivisions and urban form are topics mainly for TA policy.  The workshop 
groups would like new subdivisions to minimise the loss of highly productive 
soils from primary production.  They were also concerned about the creation of 
areas of erosion and “ribbon development”.  Some groups would like new 
buildings to be more energy and resource efficient, especially water-use 
efficiency. 

Workshop groups developed a number of ideas around waste management.  
They would like the production of rubbish reduced and recycling increased.  
Workshop groups were concerned about the level of sewage contamination still 
reaching a number of waterways in the region.  They wanted more long term 
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invest to increase the capacity of sewerage systems for future urban growth.  
The groups wanted less contamination by sewage of stormwater and they 
wanted less water needing to be carried in stormwater systems by encouraging 
greater use of permeable surfaces. 

The relationship between TAs and GW was important to them and seemed to 
be improving.  They wanted to be involved throughout the planning process for 
the next regional plan, particularly in the development of regulations affecting 
them.  

41. Conclusions for mana whenua iwi 
Mana whenua iwi put more emphasis upon ecological integrity and the social 
and environmental context of natural resource management than other sections 
of the regional community.  Mana whenua also had more of an interest in 
harvesting indigenous material and collecting kai moana (seafood). 

Mana whenua iwi were concerned about the chemical products used for weed 
and pest control and what their continued use might mean for the quality of the 
region’s soils and waterways.  They were concerned about contamination in 
runoff entering stormwater systems and cross-contamination with sewerage.  
Sediment, stormwater and sewerage outflows could build up in harbours and 
contaminate food sources. 

Mana whenua iwi wanted Greater Wellington to support more community 
development around marae.  This would mean supporting training and 
education programmes for young people, providing them with access to 
sources of potable water and assisting marae in the development of community 
gardens. 

42. Conclusions for the regional plan review 
The first round of public engagement and consultation asked for participants’ 
views on the state and management of natural resources.  The scope of the 
workshops was not limited to the matters potentially covered by the regional 
plan review.  Participants could also put forward other ideas that they 
considered important to natural resource management. 

The results of the general public and mana whenua iwi workshops have been 
analysed in this report for their alignment with the policy direction of the 
proposed RPS.  The proposed RPS provides direction on regionally significant 
issues and issues of significance to iwi authorities.  The regional plan review 
has to give effect to the policies within the proposed RPS and so it is valuable 
to know that the participants generally supported its policy direction.   There 
were some areas of difference, where the participants identified additional 
issues of concern.   
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These areas were:  

• Health effects of vehicle emissions; 

• Impacts of littering and illegal dumping of rubbish; 

• Adverse environmental effects of infrastructure and energy generation 
facility developments 

• Adverse effects associated with waste volumes; 

• Impacts of animal and plant pests on biodiversity. 

These additionally issues of concern should be considered by Greater 
Wellington as part of the regional plan review.  

The general public and mana whenua iwi participants also commented on their 
experiences and perceptions of the RMA.  The RMA was generally seen by the 
participants as an involved and expensive process that over-regulated natural 
resources.  The participants raised concerns about the clarity of existing rules, 
the complexity of the consenting process and the need to improved 
enforcement of rules and consent conditions.  These comments are helpful for 
the regional plan review as one of the factors influencing the successful 
implementation of the regional plan is the usability of the plan for the end user 
(i.e. the consent applicant). 

The general public and mana whenua iwi participants also emphasised the need 
for an integrated catchment approach to natural resource management which 
involved collaboration with all resource users.  This approach to natural 
resource management should be considered as part of the regional plan review.  

The results of this consultation align well with the submission received on the 
proposed 10 – year plan 2009 – 2019.  In that plan there was good support for 
erosion and pest control balancing flood protection with managing in stream 
habitat and also strong support for a catchment management approach. 

The general public and mana whenua iwi participants expressed views on how 
Greater Wellington should manage natural resources.  The methods identified 
ranged from regulatory methods through to non-regulatory methods.  In some 
cases there was a clear direction from the participants as to the appropriate 
method.  For example, water allocation should be regulated where as 
improving soil health should be achieved through assistance and education.   
The appropriateness of regulatory and/or non-regulatory mechanisms for 
achieving the objectives of the regional plan needs to be considered as part of 
the review.    The acceptability of the mechanism to the community is another 
factor which will influence the successful implementation of the regional plan.   

In 2011, the regional community will be invited to participate in a further 
round of workshops to assist staff working on the regional plan.  At these 
workshops participants will be defining the issues and objectives to be 
addressed in each theme area.  In 2011 a series of meetings will be begun with 
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professional organisations that will be the main users of the regional plan and 
its consenting provisions.  These meetings will be about the types of policy 
options the plan may contain.  Mana whenua iwi will be involved as partners 
throughout this process. 
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Appendix A: Community segments 

People usually develop feelings of community with social groups with which they share 
common language, ways of speaking and ways of behaving.  In these groups people find 
their sense of social identity.  Although historically people have tended to form 
communities with the other people in their locality, more recent changes in how people 
form connections with each other, is leading to more functional and transitory 
communities unrelated to where people actually live.   

Invitations were sent to the following communities, organisations and agencies: 

Community centres Stakeholder segments Predominant natural 
resource issues in the 
community known to staff at 
Greater Wellington 

Martinborough and 
Carterton 

Landowners in Tauherenikau, Lake 
Wairarapa, and Lake Onoke 
catchments 

Water quality and flow 

Soils and land management 

Masterton Landowners in the upper 
Ruamahanga catchments 

Water quality and flow 

Land management 

Air quality 

Tinui Landowners in the eastern Wairarapa 
catchments 

Soils and land management 

Coastal 

Wainuiomata Land and property owners in the 
Wainuiomata and eastern harbour 
communities 

Water quality 

Air quality 

Biodiversity 

Wellington - central 
city 

Property owners in the Wellington 
catchments and Wellington Harbour 
and Asian communities 

Water quality 

Land management including 
subdivisions  

Storm water 

Air quality 

Coastal 

Heritage 

Biodiversity 
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Community centres Stakeholder segments Predominant natural 
resource issues in the 
community known to staff at 
Greater Wellington 

Wellington-eastern city Property owners in the Wellington 
catchments and Wellington Harbour 

 

Water quality 

Storm water 

Land management including 
subdivisions 

Air quality 

Coastal 

Heritage 

Biodiversity 

Wellington-southern 
city 

Property owners in the Wellington 
catchments and Wellington Harbour  

Water quality 

Storm water 

Land management including 
subdivisions 

Air quality 

Coastal 

Heritage 

Biodiversity 

Wellington-western 
city 

Property owners in the Wellington 
catchments and Wellington Harbour  

Water quality 

Storm water 

Land management including 
subdivisions 

Air quality 

Coastal 

Heritage 

Biodiversity 

Wellington-northern 
city 

Property owners in the Wellington 
catchments and Wellington Harbour  

Water quality 

Storm water 

Land management including 
subdivisions 

Air quality 

Coastal 

Heritage 

Biodiversity 
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Community centres Stakeholder segments Predominant natural 
resource issues in the 
community known to staff at 
Greater Wellington 

Porirua  Property owners in the Porirua 
catchments, Titahi Bay, Pauatahanui 
Inlet and Polynesian communities 

Water quality 

Storm water 

Land management including 
subdivisions 

Air quality 

Coastal 

Paraparaumu Property owners in Pukerua Bay, 
Paraparaumu and Waikanae 
catchments, retirees and lifestyle-
block owners 

Water quality and quantity 

Storm water 

Land management including 
subdivisions 

Air quality 

Coastal 

Biodiversity 

Waikanae, Otaki  Property owners in provincial towns, 
agriculture & horticulture properties 
and lifestyle-block owners 

Water quality and quantity 

Storm water 

Coastal 

Land management including 
subdivisions 

Upper Hutt Property owners in Upper Hutt 
catchments and urban Māori 

Cultural values 

Water quality and quantity 

Storm water 

Land management including 
subdivisions 

Air quality 

Biodiversity 

Lower Hutt Property owners in Lower Hutt 
catchments 

Water quality and quantity 

Storm water 

Land management including 
subdivisions 

Air quality 

Biodiversity 

Coastal 
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Community centres Stakeholder segments Predominant natural 
resource issues in the 
community known to staff at 
Greater Wellington 

Schools Pupils at Owhiro Bay School – Rooms 
1 and 3 

Water quality and quantity 

Air quality 

Coastal 

Biodiversity 

Iwi authorities Mana whenua iwi at Te Rūnanga o 
Raukawa Inc, Te Rūnanga o Atiawa 
ki Whakarongotai Inc, Te Rūnanga o 
Toa RaNgātira Inc, the Wellington 
Tenths Trust, Te Rūnanganui o 
Taranaki Whānui ki te Upoko o te Ika 
a Maui, Kahungunu ki Wairarapa and 
Rangitāne o Wairarapa Inc. 

Cultural values 

Water quality and quantity 

Storm water 

Air quality 

Coastal 

Biodiversity 

Land management including 
subdivisions 

Heritage 

Wellington- 
transnational 
organisations, 
departments and 
professional groups 

Previous contacts with central 
government and commercial 
organisations 

Water quality and quantity 

Storm water 

Land management including 
subdivisions 

Air quality 

Coastal 

Biodiversity 

Territorial Authorities Kapiti Coast District Council 

Porirua City Council 

Wellington City Council 

Hutt City Council 

Upper Hutt City Council 

South Wairarapa District Council 

Carterton District Council 

Masterton District Council 

Tararua District Council  

Water quality and quantity 

Storm water 

Land development 

Air quality 

Coastal 

Biodiversity 
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1. best of our 
natural resources? 

3. relationship 
with GW? 

2. worst of our 
natural resources? 

4-5. benefits and 
problems? 

6. what can we do? 7. regional council 
role? 

Workshop Templa te  

Appendix B: Workshop templates  

Public workshop template 

The public workshop templates were on a sheet of A0 paper prepared as shown 
below.There were seven questions asked on the templates. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Question 1: What is the state of the best (most well looked after) natural 
resource in your area? 

Each individual in the group marks a letter on the column that most represents 
their own evaluation for a natural resource – these are listed at the bottom of 
this page.  

Question 2: What is the state of the worst (most poorly looked after) natural 
resource in your area? 

Each individual in the group marks a letter on the column that most represents 
their own evaluation for a natural resource – these are listed at the bottom of 
this page. 

Question 3: How is the relationship between you and the Regional Council on 
natural resource management? 

Each individual in the group marks on “X” on the column that most represents 
their own evaluation. 
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Question 4: What are all the benefits (and values) that you expect to experience 
from local natural resources when they are in a very good state? 

Each individual writes down their ideas on blue post-it notes.  One idea per 
post-it note.  More than one word per post-it note, but otherwise keep the note 
simple.  Put the post-it notes on the template.  Start by checking off all the 
natural resources listed at the bottom of the page. 

Question 5: What are all the problems that you expect to experience from local 
natural resources when they are in a very poor state? 

Each individual writes down their ideas on pink post-it notes.  One idea per 
post-it note.  More than one word per post-it note, but otherwise keep the note 
simple.  Put onto template.  Start by checking off all the natural resources 
listed at the bottom of the page. 

Question 6: What can you and your community do to improve the state of 
natural resources in your area? 

Each individual writes down their ideas on yellow post-it notes.  One idea per 
post-it note.  More than one word per post-it note, but otherwise keep the note 
simple. 

Question 7: What can the Regional Council do or be to reinforce your 
community’s efforts for improving the state of natural resources in your area? 

Each individual writes down their ideas on green post-it notes.  One idea per 
post-it note.  More than one word per post-it note, but otherwise keep the note 
simple. 

Note: we are considering the management of at least 6 natural resources in this 
workshop, plus any others that you would like to add. 

• Soils 
• Waterways and lakes 

• Coastal and marine areas 
• Air 

• Landscape form 
• Biological diversity – plants, birds, lizards, fish, insects, etc 
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Online survey questions 

The questions in the online survey covered the same natural resources as the public 
workshops including: soils, waterways and lakes, coastal and marine areas, air and 
biological diversity – plants, birds, lizards, fish, insects, etc. 

The questions followed the form: 

1. How would you score your evaluation of the management of [the resource] quality 
in your area? (1-10) 

2. How much is the state of [the resource] quality in your area changing? (1-10) 

3. What would you like the Regional Council to do to assist people improve [the 
resource] quality in your area? 

Mana whenua iwi templates 

The templates for the iwi authorities were similar to those for the general public.  The 
questions for the iwi templates were: 

1. What natural resources have been significant in your memory of this area? 

2. What made these resources important to you? 

3. What can you and your community do to improve the state of natural resources in 
your area? 

4. What can the Regional Council do or be to reinforce your community’s efforts for 
improving the state of natural resources in your area? 

Owhiro Bay School questions 

The pupils at Owhiro Bay School began their workshop by working in pairs to draw 
pictures representing the state of the natural resources in their area.  The pupils then 
used post-it notes attached to the relevant parts of their pictures to answer two 
questions: 

1. What needed to change to make a more desirable future for their area? 

2. What could Greater Wellington do to reinforce the community’s efforts for 
improving the state of natural resources in their area? 

Professionals templates 

The professionals’ workshop followed a different set of questions and used the World 
Cafe method of facilitation.  In World Cafe facilitation1955, conversation between 
diverse people is encouraged through deliberately mixing and remixing people at a 
number of stages in a meeting.  Conversations are guided to address specific questions.  
In the professionals’ workshop, there were three questions: 

                                                 
1955 See http://theworldcafe.com/  
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1. What have been the strengths and weaknesses of the current regional plan? 

2. How have these strengths and weaknesses affected you? 

3. How could the next regional plan be improved? 

For each new question, the three groups moved on to new tables and built upon the 
previous groups’ work at that table.  In that way each group was able to contribute 
towards addressing the concerns initially raised by each of the other groups. 

Territorial Authority templates 

Each of the Territorial Authority workshops had a similar template to the general public. 

1. What are the strengths and benefits of the current regional plan? 

2. What are the weaknesses and threats to the current regional plan? 

3. What can you and your organisation take a lead on to improve the state of natural 
resources in your district or city? 

4. What can the Regional Council do or be to improve the state of natural resources in 
your district or city? 


