
Improving Parkvale 
Waterways

We all value our local waterways in the Parkvale 
catchment, which includes the Parkvale stream, 
Booths Creek and the Taratahi water race network.  

There’s already some good work going on in the 
Parkvale catchment to improve water quality, but 
more needs to be done.  Monitoring shows there 
are high levels of nitrates, as well as faecal and 
pathogenic contamination. There are also low 
levels of in-stream fish and invertebrates across the 
catchment.

There are targets as part of the region’s proposed 
Natural Resources Plan (PNRP) and Whaitua process, 
to improve water and ecosystem health and  
well-being, restore mahinga kai (valuing food 
resources and their ecosystems) and restore 
biodiversity.  

We know from experience that communities 
working together is the best way to achieve good 
outcomes. We suggest that you start by talking to 
your neighbours, and connecting with the Parkvale 
Catchment Community.

Where can I get support?

Check out the Wairarapa Pūkaha to Kawakawa website - waip2k.org.nz

Join the catchement community by emailing kiaora@waip2k.org.nz

For more advice and support visit gw.govt.nz/healthy-waterways  or email info@gw.govt.nz 

We need your help to improve the waterways in the Parkvale catchment 

COMMON CAUSES OF POLLUTION IN WATERWAYS
• Faecal and pathogenic contamination: from stock defecating directly into waterways, and septic 

tanks that aren’t maintained properly. 

• Phosphorous and sediment loss: from surface run-off, stream bank erosion and earthworks. 

• Nitrogen: from cattle urine spots, and excessive application of nitrogen fertiliser. 

• Lack of vegetation along the waterways: which promotes weed growth, increases water 
temperatures, and makes it easier for pollutants to get to the waterways. This also reduces the 
available oxygen for aquatic life. 

https://waip2k.org.nz/
mailto:kiaora%40waip2k.org.nz?subject=
https://www.gw.govt.nz/healthy-waterways/
mailto:info%40gw.govt.nz%20?subject=


What can I do? What difference does it make? 

Excluding your 
stock

The first and most effective step you can take is to exclude stock from waterways. 
Stock have a direct impact on water quality and can damage waterway banks 
and beds. By July 2022 cattle, pigs and deer must be excluded from wetlands, 
lakes and rivers.

Planting Planting (preferably natives) around streams and wetlands supplies shading, 
which reduces weed growth. Native plants also provide habitat for fish and 
invertebrates to thrive in, and can encourage bird life and bees which support a 
healthy ecosystem. 

Check out gw.govt.nz/restoring-different-ecosystems 

Stock numbers Making sure that your stock numbers are suitable for the available area of land 
is a really important way of improving water quality.  Too many stock can lead to 
soil compaction and pugging, which makes it easier for runoff to reach  
waterways.

Septic tank  
maintenance

Check that your septic tank is compliant, it’s being used correctly, and has been 
serviced within recommended guidelines. We suggest an inspection every two 
years if your system doesn’t have specific times for checks. Failing septic systems 
can create health risks, affect drinking water quality, harm native plants and fish, 
and pollute waterways. 

For more information visit gw.govt.nz/onsite-wastewater

Water bore To further limit contamination you can ensure that your water bore is completely 
covered (e.g. with a bore cap), above ground level, and fenced off. 

For more information visit gw.govt.nz/private-water-supplies/

Minimise land  
modification

Be mindful of the amount and location of earthworks carried out on your  
property. Disturbed soil can wash off during rainfall and contribute to sediment 
and phosphorus pollution in waterways. Please check with Greater Wellington 
before undertaking activities like creating a new dam, as you may require a  
resource consent. 

For more information visit gw.govt.nz/earthworks/
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