MAKE
YOUR OWN
WASP
TRAP
What you’ll need:

1.5 litre plastic
soft drink bottle

Water

Sugar
(can use honey instead)

2

3

Vinegar

How to make it:

1

Cut the top quarter off a plastic
1.5 litre soft drink bottle.
You may need a grownup to
help you with this bit!

Invert the top and glue it back
on so the narrow opening faces
down into the bottle.

Half fill the trap with a mixture of
sugar or honey (2 tablespoons),
200 ml warm water to dilute and
a glass of vinegar.

How it works:
Wasps are attracted to
the sugar and will land
on top of the water.
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TOP TIPS
• Check your trap regularly
• Keep your trap clean and remove the dead
bodies. If you don’t, dead wasp bodies will act
as a raft for the living wasps that get trapped.
• Set up your trap outside on the ground or hang
it up. Don’t put your trap near where you hang
out a lot!
• Catch a wasp queen (which are much larger
than regular worker wasps) and you could stop
a nest of more than 10,000 workers! The best
times to do this are April (when queens leave
the nest to hibernate) and September (when
they wake up).

Why do we have so
many wasps?
New Zealand has a high number of common
and German wasps because:
• our winters are mild
• there are no natural wasp predators
• there’s lots of food here that wasps like to eat

What’s the problem?
Wasps are a problem because they:
• are dangerous to people who work outdoors
such as fruit pickers and forestry workers
• raid beehives and eat honey bees’ food supply

The detergent breaks the
surface tension so the wasps
sink and drown.

• eat native insects and honey dew, which many
of our native species like to eat, including kaka,
tui and gecko
• sometimes kill chicks in the nest
• are a risk to people who are allergic to the sting

You can learn more about wasps at
www.gw.govt.nz/common-or-german-wasp

