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Kia ora koutou katoa
Welcome to Movin’Magazine 2015 edition. Be inspired by schools around 
the Wellington region where active, fun and safer journeys to school are 
encouraged and celebrated– ka pai kura!

And what a year it has been! There are now over 70 schools participating 
in the School Travel Plan Programme – that’s over 22,000 children being 
encouraged to get active on the way to school. Student-led activities and 
projects this year include design of road safety signs, measuring car speeds and 
leading other young people on Walking School Buses. 

Movin’March saw a record 49 schools and over 14,000 children participate. 
Fourteen of those schools were new to Movin’March – nau mai, haere 
mai koutou katoa. Some class celebrations featured students taking the 
lead in creative writing and statistics projects. We celebrated five years of 
Movin’March with a video showcasing the highlights and benefits of the 
annual event – check out page 50 for a link to the video and next year’s event.

Bicycles remain a strong theme in Wellington region’s schools this year. Pedal 
Ready delivered cycle skills training to over 4,000 students and there are bike 
tracks popping up like mushrooms in schools around the region. Eight schools 
now have bike tracks, which are proving very popular with school communities 
who see the benefits of increased health and wellbeing in their children. Find 
out more about the bike tracks on pages 6, 8, 10 and 47.

Ngä mihi nui to all the schools who have participated in    
the School Travel Plan Programme and Movin’March to 
date. Special acknowledgement also to the local council 
School Travel Plan Coordinators who provide ongoing 
support and encouragement. We look 
forward to another year of more healthy, 
happy journeys to school.

Ngä mihi nui kia koutou kätoa

The Wellington Region 
School Travel Plan 
Programme Team
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Hutt Central School have taken on Movin’March this year and 
decided to spread their activities out throughout the month. 
Every Friday, they have been having a Wheels Day where students are 
encouraged to bring their scooters and bikes to school and ride laps round 
a big coned circuit. Before they started riding last Friday, students had a 
group discussion about what they should do to keep themselves and each 
other safe. They talked about why they needed to wear a helmet, using 
their brakes, about calling out when they want to pass someone, and about 
giving each other enough space.

One class has also been having regular class walks to the Dowse Museum 
on the other side of the Hutt River, what a great way to get there! They know 
all about where they should walk and how to stay safe as a group.

When a junior group of students were asked why they thought it was a good 
idea to ride their bikes and scooters to school (instead of riding in a car), they 
told me that “it’s more fun”, “it makes you strong”, “it makes you healthier” 
“it’s better for the air that we breathe” and “because finding a carpark costs 
lots of money, and it doesn’t cost any money to bring your scooter or your 
bike”. I think you guys know what you’re talking about!

As well as their regular Friday Wheels Day, today Hutt Central School are 
having their All In Day. Students will be dressing up their shoes for a fancy 
feet parade, walking to the Dowse, as well as doing some art, writing and 
statistics activities about active transport. Sounds fun!

Bikes making tracks across the region

Mayor Celia Wade-Brown launches Wellington City’s Bikes in Schools programme at Holy Cross School
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Holy Cross School proudly hosted the launch of the 
Wellington City ‘Bikes in Schools’ programme.  
Along with Karori West Normal School and West Park 
School in Johnsonville it was selected to pilot ‘Bikes in 
Schools’, a biking package that includes new bikes and 
purpose built tracks. 
‘Bikes in Schools’ will give over 1000 students each year the chance to become more 
confident and competent on bikes through riding on a regular basis. Students will 
benefit from improved attitudes toward cycling and better physical and mental health

Councillor Andy Foster, Chair of the Transport and Urban Development Committee, 
says the provision of bikes and tracks will provide a valuable opportunity for students 
to master their cycle skills in a safe and fun environment. 

‘Bikes in Schools’ is based on a successful programme developed in Hawkes Bay and 
is the first of its type in Wellington City. The council is funding each school, including 
a fleet of new bikes and bike helmets, purpose-built bike skills tracks, bike storage 
facility and skills training. 

The tracks are being designed by city council engineers with input from students. At 
each school a group of student representatives found out what the other students 
want to learn, and ideas to make the track design safe and fun. These findings will 
influence the final design and the tracks will be unique to each school.

“Bikes in Schools means Wellington students will be healthier and more 
independent,” says Mayor Celia Wade-Brown. “Modern cities offer children 
opportunities for daily exercise and recreation. This is essential to challenge increasing 
obesity.”

An expression of interest to take part in ‘Bikes in Schools’ was sent to all Wellington 
City primary and intermediate schools earlier this year. Of the 12 schools that applied, 
five were shortlisted and three selected.

The successful schools showed they were committed to maintaining and regularly 
using the bikes and tracks and how they would incorporate the activities into the 
school curriculum. 

By Anna Blomquist, Transport Safety Education Coordinator, Wellington City Council

“Bikes in Schools means Wellington students will 
be healthier and more independent,” 
Mayor Celia Wade-Brown
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Brilliant Bike Tracks
The bicycles are coming to school! Across the region more schools use cycling to 
bring success, excitement, resilience, sharing, caring and learning to the grounds. 
They have taken on the Bikes in Schools challenge – and built bike tracks.

Titahi Bay School was the first in the region to get the bike bug back in 2014. They 
now have a loop track, pump track and are lending bikes for those kids who can’t 
bring their own. Gracefield, Epuni, Tawhai and Pinehaven schools have tracks, and 
Epuni has a bike library as well! 

In the Hutt Valley, both Pinehaven School and Tawhai School finished their pump, 
loop and skills tracks last summer holidays. The tracks are now in constant use, 
during school hours and on the weekends. Both schools support their tracks being 
used by the community, as an asset for everyone. 

Most schools have also booked Pedal Ready training, where students learn how to 
do safety checks on their bikes and helmets, and pick up new skills to practice on the 
track. To prepare for their annual school triathlon, students at Titahi Bay School also 
took Grade 2 skills training, in their local road environment.

Principal of Pinehaven School, Kaylene Macnee, told us, “At the opening of the 
track, we had 43 non riders across the school.  They came from various class levels.  
On the last day of the term, we had five.  One of these is a new entrant who wasn’t 
here at the beginning, so we have 39 kids who have learnt to ride this term!” 

Building resilience in the kids is an important goal at Pinehaven, and Kaylene has led 
by example, being the first to take a tumble on the pump track and proudly sporting 
a grazed knee at the launch! 

Pinehaven School also offered their parent community cycle skills sessions. On a 
Saturday morning, Pedal Ready instructors taught 10 parents and teachers how to 
ride safely and with confidence on the roads with their children. 

The schools have big plans for the future, Principal Matthew Skilton from Tawhai 
School says, “The bike track opens up a vast range of opportunities for the kids. 
We’ve got those students who may struggle in class... but are incredibly capable in 
other areas. We want to create a workshop where kids can also learn mechanic and 
technical skills, and succeed in those areas, which will be really exciting...”“At the opening of the track, we had 43 non riders 

across the school.  They came from various class 
levels.  On the last day of the term, we had five.”
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Tawhai School’s new bike tracks 
are a hit with students!
Tawhai School’s new bike tracks have received lots of positive feedback, though the 
project has had its challenges.

Repeated flooding this year has had a major effect on the drainage around the bike 
and pump track. About 200 metres of the track was washed out and had to be 
restored. Drainage problems also saw the pump track closed for a month. 

The school has engaged with a drainage engineer to resolve the issues, but they are 
looking at about $10,000 for the repair work. Something to be aware of, if you are 
thinking of putting a bike track in at your school.

In spite of the challenges, Tawhai students are positive about the new track:

“Tawhai Bike track is like a treadmill and at the same time it is a BMX/workout track. 
It’s just really cool and you can just keep on going and going and going and you keep 
fit.” By Degan

“It is great how people use our bike track respectfully and responsibly and it definitely 
has a big impact on Tawhai and hopefully will make more people join this excellent 
school.” by Skye

“I love the bike track because when students are bored on a sunny lunchtime they 
can go on the bike track. Every day we bring our bikes to school (if we want to) and 
have fun riding. Just remember  to keep to the left. I personally think all the kids at 
Tawhai love the bike track and it’s a good thing to have around the schools of New 
Zealand.” By Jordan L

“I use the bike track most days after school. I like using the track to burn up my 
energy. I think what’s good about the bike track is that people get out of the house 
and get fresh air and exercise. It has also improved my bike skills.” By Tiana 

“I think it has improved so many kid’s biking skills because at the start I spotted a 
huge number of children falling over and injuring themselves, and now everyone is 
enjoying the track and I’ve not seen even one kid getting hurt.” By Jacinta 

“Every day we bring our bikes to school 
and have fun riding.”

Tawhai School



12 13

HUTT 
CENTRAL

Hutt Central School hold regular Friday Wheels 
Days and class walks to the Dowse Art Museum!
Hutt Central School decided to spread their Movin’March activities out throughout 
the month. Every Friday, they had a Wheels Day where students were encouraged 
to bring their scooters and bikes to school and ride laps round a big coned circuit. 
Before they started riding, students had a group discussion about what they could do 
to keep themselves and each other safe. They talked about why they needed to wear 
a helmet, using their brakes, about calling out when they want to pass someone, and 
about giving each other enough space.

One class also had regular walks to the Dowse Art Museum on the other side of the 
Hutt River. Students  know all about where they should walk and how to stay safe 
as a group.

When a group of junior students were asked why they thought it was a good idea to 
ride their bikes and scooters to school (instead of riding in a car), they said, “it’s more 
fun”, “it makes you strong”, “it makes you healthier” “it’s better for the air that we 
breathe” and “because finding a carpark costs lots of money, and it doesn’t cost any 
money to bring your scooter or your bike”. Hutt Central School students certainly 
know what they’re talking about!

As well as their regular Friday Wheels Days, Hutt Central had an All In Day. Students 
dressed up their shoes for a fancy feet parade, walked to the Dowse, as well as doing 
some art, writing and statistics activities about active transport. 



14 15

Hutt Central School students 
brave the elements for Milo!
The children from Hutt Central School braved the elements and walked to school on 
one of the wettest days this year. The Walk to School - Get a Milo promotion day 
was to go ahead rain or shine, and rain it certainly did. Some of the senior students 
who were at the gate for over half an hour were seriously soaked, but most had the 
foresight to bring a change of clothes. 

With pink cheeks and wet shoes and raincoats, students realised that it’s not so bad 
walking even in adverse weather conditions. And of course the reward of a HOT 
MILO at the end made it all worthwhile.

MILO MADNESS!
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Koraunui School held a Fancy Feet day and a Car 
Free day as their main event for Movin’March.
Koraunui School held a Fancy Feet day and a Car Free day as their main events for 
Movin’March.

On Wednesday 25th March, students were encouraged to dress up their feet and 
walk to school, ideally leaving the family car at home. Student representatives Paige, 
Shaniqua, Stella, Teah, Sam, Hugo and Maddy said, “everyone had to walk to school 
with ‘fancy feet.’” 

They also shared the importance of participating in Movin’March because, “it’s good 
for the environment, less cars is better because there is less pollution,” and “it’s 
better for your health.”

Koraunui
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Scooter and cycle skills at Taita
Results of parent surveys at Taita Central school showed many families were 
keen to upskill their children with scooter and cycle skills training.

Sherie Wright (School Travel Planner) and Constable Blue (School Community 
Officer) spent a day delivering scooter training to the year 3 and 4 students.

Two of the children shared what they had learned.

Natahle found out that the handlebars of the scooter should be at bellybutton 
level!  She also enjoyed learning to glide and stop correctly.

Isoa said it was great that all the children could take part and nobody missed 
out because the scooters and helmets were provided.   He also liked learning 
about how to share the footpath with pedestrians and be courteous.

“many families 
were keen to 
upskill their 
children with 
scooter and cycle 
skills training.”

Pukeatua senior students step up
Year 8 students at Pukeatua School led three separate walking buses to school. 
The younger children enjoy the company of their peers and role models. 

“Everybody wins,” said one of the WSB leaders. “We all have a safe walk to 
school, and parents, especially ones with little children and babies at home, 
don’t need to leave the house.”

Wainuiomata Primary School Go Car Free
For its second year of Movin’March, Wainuiomata Primary School chose to 
celebrate its very own Car Free Day on Thursday 26 March. In spite of a wet 
start to the day,  staff were really impressed with the lack of cars around 
the school and the number of children who walked, biked and scootered to 
school. Thank you to all the parents who supported us with this and people 
using the Pou.
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Epuni School Wheels Day for all
On Friday 20 March, Epuni School students organised a Wheels Day. Student 
organisers Jenuine, Lee, Faaris, Rolaine, Detroit and Anna told the Movin’March 
team what was involved.

“Kids could come to school on their bikes, scooters, skate boards, roller blades and 
anything else with wheels. We liked it because you can get fit, exercise your legs, get 
your energy up and most importantly have fun!” 

Best of all, students who didn’t have any wheels with them could borrow a bike from 
Epuni School’s bike library, which runs throughout the year.

Teacher Rosie Booth said the students who organised the day thought carefully about 
how to make it fun and safe for everyone. Juniors were sent out to go wild on their 
wheels in the first break of the day and seniors were sent out in the second break.

Rosie said that Epuni School ran the programme to “promote being active and healthy 
and to encourage alternative ways of getting to school that are more environmentally 
conscientious. The kids loved it!”

Upper Hutt Young Cyclists of the Year
Young locals gathered at the Harcourt Park track on 1 April to show off their riding 
skills and compete for the top individual cyclist and top team for 2015. The event was 
planned by Upper Hutt Road Safety Co-ordinator Catherine Pulford, and Constable 
Kerry Fenton, School Community Officer with the NZ Police.

Competitors were rated on the condition of their bike and helmet, their knowledge 
of the road rules and their riding ability including their use of hand signals.  Delaney 
Windelburn from Totara Park scored the most individual points and earned a medal 
and prize for her efforts.

Totara Park School also took the prize for being the top team. Well done to all cyclists 
who took part and we look forward to the event in 2016.



22 23

Upper Hutt Primary  School made the most 
of Road Safety week by planning a BIG WALK. 

The junior school spent the week talking about road safety including 
kerb drills, using pedestrian crossings, and waiting until cars had stopped 
completely before crossing the roads. Armed with signs and banners to get 
their message across, 180 children, several adult helpers and Police Officers 
walked the talk around Upper Hutt. 

UPPER HUTT 
PRIMARY
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Silverstream School celebrated 
Movin’March in style. 
Silverstream School celebrated Movin’March by rewarding active transport. Students 
were given 10 trip tickets (courtesy of UHCC) and for almost three weeks the children 
who walked to school had their tickets clipped each day. At the end of each week or 
when their card was full, the child’s name went in a prize draw. Students also earned 
House Points for walking each day.

Silverstream School’s great Week of Walking ended with a Fun Fancy Feet Day. Sherie 
Wright, UHCC School Travel Planner, welcomed the walkers and active travellers in to 
school and brought along walking themed music to add to the fun. 

Student Council members Hope, Max, Ashton, Shahana and Katelin said Movin’ 
March encourages the students to walk, get out and be healthy. “It keeps kids fit, we 
try to make it fun so children will get involved and there are lots of different activities 
so everyone can participate.”

Principal Mary Ely noted an increase in children walking and scooting to school as 
a result of the promotions, with approximately 75% of the students active on their 
journey to school during March. Keep up the good work Silverstream School!

“ there had been an increase in children walking and scooting to 
school as a result of the promotions, with approximately 3/4 of 
the students actively getting to School during that time.”
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More than one way to ride! 
Movin’March week was full of fun for Plateau School in Upper Hutt. Students from 
all year levels tried all sorts of activities - a Scooter Safety programme, learning about 
Cycle Science, a Wheels Day and a Fancy Feet Friday. On Walk to School day, students 
were encouraged to collect interesting items en route to make a sensory collage 
artwork at school. Funtastic!

On Wednesday Wheels Day, a special guest came to visit. Plateau School is very 
lucky to have grandparent, Neville Whitlock, in its school community. In his spare 
time, Neville is a welder who enjoys making unique and unusual bicycles. These 
include a silver bullet-shaped, low-riding velomobile as well as a brilliant yellow 
cycle-wheelbarrow hybrid. Neville talked to students about each of his interesting 
masterpieces and took students for rides around the playground. What a wheely 
wonderful week!

Plateau School
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Oxford Crescent students get Movin’!
Year 1-4 students from Oxford Crescent School had great fun celebrating Movin’ 
March with a duathlon around the school grounds.

School Principal, Leanne White, welcomed the many parents and whanau who were 
there and encouraged the students who were scootering and running to be Oxford 
Crescent STAR’s – to be Safe, Team Players, Active Learners and Respectful.

In age groups the students started with a scootering circuit of the netball courts, then 
off they zoomed down the driveway and past the pool.  They parked their scooters 
then headed off for their run around the field, past the adventure playground and 
through the rugby posts to the finish line.

A local moggy joined the day and hovered by the rugby posts.  This was too much of 
a distraction for a group of five year old girls who with only metres to the finish line 
stopped for a little pat and chat.  This caused great amusement from all who were 
waiting to see them finish.

Having a go, having fun and moving in March was the aim of the day.  All students 
received some special Movin’ March goodies to recognise their super efforts.  A great 
day enjoyed by all.

OXFORD CRESCENT
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Welcome to our Movin’March Newbies! 
Houghton Valley School teacher Joe Ready said, “the programme worked in well 
with an existing unit focusing on body balance, healthy eating, exercising and 
looking after yourself.” 

The Movin’March team spoke to Tom Gulliver, a Houghton Valley student who was 
recording the names of every student who had used an active mode of transport to 
get to school. These students were given a Movin’March badge or pair of shoelaces. 
Tom thought it was a great programme because “you get free stuff, you get fit and 
you don’t get fat”.

Izzy enjoyed it because, “It’s the first time we’ve done it and I quite like walking.” 
Mila said “I get to walk to school, I get lots of exercise and next year I can go in the 
triathlon.” Alice thought it was great because she got to see lots of exciting things 
when she walked to school.

The school created a skit about Movin’March week, which was presented at assembly, 
and a piece of creative writing on active transport. 

HOUGHTON VALLEY
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Te Aro’s Safety ‘Hot Spots’
Students at Te Aro School took an exploratory walk during Movin’ March down The 
Terrace and around the blocks surrounding their school. As many students live in the 
area and frequently walk to and from school, teacher Anna Morgan was keen to help 
them identify key ‘hot spots’ to look out for to keep safe on their journey. Some of 
the hazards identified were cars reversing out of driveways, and on narrow winding 
streets, other people and rubbish bins on the pathway. Students were encouraged 
to keep their eyes and ears open and to look out for cyclists, and hybrid and electric 
cars which don’t make much noise.

Te Aro School also held a Wheels Day where students brought their bikes, roller 
blades, scooters, skate boards and mini boards. Student  Sjaak, said on Wheels Day 
you can come to school with, “Anything with wheels. No cars though, definitely no 
cars.”

Greta looked forward to Wheels Day because “I don’t play on my scooter that much 
and (on Wheels Day) I can have fun and do tricks.” 

Crazy Hat Walk at 
Cardinal McKeefry
On Wednesday 11th March, Cardinal McKeefry School joined in with Aotearoa 
National Walk to Work Day. They decided to celebrate walking to school by combining 
their active journey with a Crazy Hat day. How fun!!

The day was a huge success with many students scooting and walking to school with 
crazy creations on their head.
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Two schools in the Wairarapa have been busy making sure 
drivers are aware of students walking and wheeling to school.
Drawing the attention of all road users to the importance of driving carefully near 
schools has been a recent focus in Wairarapa. In December 2014, Masterton Primary 
School (MPS) installed three colourful art works at its front gate to highlight its school 
zone and celebrate its identity. 

Sian Torrington, lecturer at Massey University encouraged the Kaitiaki Team at MPS,to 
use the school values, “Motivated, Positive & Successful” to get their messages 
across. Students designed their mural boards during art week in term four. 

During their road safety week, Mauriceville School students designed signs to remind 
rural road users to slow down past their school. The signs were put up with assistance 
from Masterton District Council during the last week of term . 

Both Schools had funding assistance from Greater Wellington Regional Council as 
part of the School Travel Plan Programme. For more information on creating signs, 
murals and other resources that can make your school stand out, contact School 
Travel Plan Coordinator Holly McGeorge at Wairarapa Road Safety Council. 

Mauriceville students get designing Sian Torrington with MPS students

Wairarapa
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Student Traffic Tamers
There is a lot more to road safety than putting on your safety belt and keeping your 
eyes open as Greytown Schools Maths Extension students found out. 

After having some traffic calming (speed bumps) positioned outside their school 
Holly brought in the big guns (rather the speed guns) so the students could test if 
drivers are in fact slowing down past their school.

After surveying and picking up speeds one early frosty morning… and with some 
maths formulas ready to calculate, students discovered that the medium (average) 
speed of cars driving past the school was 51km per hour.

Using the formula: Distance = Speed / 177

Students found out that the driver would travel 15m if having to stop. (Does not 
include reaction time)

Greytown School’s message to drivers:  
‘slow down so you can stop faster!’

Greytown School
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Sensory Journeys in Greytown
During Movin’March week, Room 11 at Greytown School combined writing, art and 
digital technology to convey what they learned on their active journeys to school. 

“When I walk to school, I feel the wind and the sun”

“I hear the trees and the bushes rattling”

“As I biked by, I put out my arm and felt the tough bark on the tree”

“If more people are biking and scooting to school, we are not polluting”

“You can see people walking around in the world”

“We hear birdies and peoples voices”

“If we bike or scooter, we will have a clean environment and it will be a 
happier place”

“I loved biking to school today”
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Linden School Linden School has once again celebrated 
Movin’ March by having a Fancy Feet parade 
Most of the kids already walk, ride their bikes or ride their scooters to school but 
they further promoted healthy travel by showcasing their creativity and decorating 
their shoes.

Linden’s students confidently strutted their stuff as a film crew for the event recorded 
the action and imaginative designs. There was a range of colourful contraptions 
shared during the school’s parade with some of the most outstanding designs 
involving shoes transformed into animals.

Written by Charlotte Perris (year 6) & Micah Langham (year 5).
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RUSSELL SCHOOL

Rapping at Russell
Russell school students have been sharing their experiences on their journey to school 
through creative writing...

”Sometimes I walk to school with my friends. We play on the way. We talk about 
what we are going to do, our teacher and what we did yesterday.

I walk to school to learn. On the way I see kids playing and sometimes at the shop 
when they buy their lunch. When the bell goes they go to their class.”

By Danny (Room 9)

 

Road Rhymes Rap

“Going to school, school

Saw $5 on the ground, ground

Going down the ally way, hoping to find more money yeah

Going across the road, this is, this is getting really old

Stepping on the sticks, crack, crack

Tap, tap, starting to hop, hop

Going on the concrete

Now in the field

Going down the hill, hill

Saw Room 1, 2 & 3 cross to 7,7,8

Going into class Room 9 is the best.”

By Danny and Rhyme (Year 5) 
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‘All In’ at Plimmerton!
Plimmerton School embraced the kaupapa of All In Day during Movin’March by 
having the whole school make an active journey to school. Even if parents needed 
to drive children (from outside Plimmerton), they were encouraged to park their cars 
at the Domain and walk/scoot/bike from there. At their beautifully decorated school 
gate, students arrived on foot or on their two wheels, in dress ups and with fancy 
feet. I saw some great costumes!! They even made a super cool slideshow to show 
off their successful day.

Plimmerton School also tried the Let’s Get Statistical maths exercise; the children 
made graphs of how people travel to school, other than by car, during Movin’March 
week. 

Plimmerton School held a sponsored “Let’s Walk for Vanuatu” walkathon at lunch 
time. Students and staff walked laps around the school field for half an hour to raise 
money for those in Vanuatu who were affected by Cyclone Pam.

Papakowhai School’s thin 
blue line stems the tide
A school roll growing from 250 to 400 students in just a few years is positive. But 
with huge increases in the number of cars hustling to the main school gate, Deputy 
Principal Shane Robinson was concerned that children at Papakowhai School were 
being put in danger.  

Several initiatives were put in place; walk safe education for students and parents, 
walking school buses, and Porirua City Council put in a KEA crossing.  Yet the flow 
of cars continued to block the narrow cul-de-sac.

City Council engineer Geoff Marshall came up with an imaginative solution. A broken 
blue line was painted on Spey Place to indicate no parking zones during the school 
start and finish times. 

Shane and Principal Mark Smith went out 
to the gate morning and afternoon talking 
to parents about the line and the aim to 
exclude traffic from the street during 
school start and finish times. Newsletters 
notices went out and the before school 
care organisation was kept in the loop. 
Porirua City Council and NZ Police staff 
also helped get the message across. 

Shane says, “Once the parents realised the 
blue line was to stop the tsunami of traffic, 
which they themselves were creating, 
things took a turn for the better.”

The result? The traffic flow hasn’t 
completely stopped, but over time more 
children have started walking from the 
end of the cul-de- sac to school, or using 
alternative school entrances. They’re 
getting a bit of exercise and a chance to 
chat with their friends on the way. 

Nice work Papakowhai School and Porirua City Council, thinking outside the box 
with a cleverly placed thin blue line.

See the slideshow at: tinyurl.com/plimmertonschool
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For free advice about funding and implementation 
in your school, please contact info@bikeon.org.nz

www.bikeon.org.nz

www.facebook.com/bikesinschools

For local support and information:
www.gw.govt.nz/bikesinschools

“Enabling New Zealand children to ride a bike 
on a regular and equal basis”

Wheels Keep on Turning in Titahi Bay!
A dedicated group of parents were the driving force behind Titahi Bay School’s 
community bike track in 2014, and that same energy has kept the wheels rolling 
this year.

Deputy Principal Miranda McMahon credits the parents group with the upsurge 
in cycling enthusiasm at the school. Their Home and School committee fundraised 
$15000 to purchase beautiful class sets of bikes for the school last year.

Other parents have put their hands up to regularly maintain the school bikes and 
make sure the school’s families’ own bikes are also fit to ride by offering their time 
and expertise in the weekends. Miranda says “The community support the use of 
bikes, we have families who gift bikes which children have outgrown which the 
school then repair and redistribute.” 

Parents have also initiated a weekend bike club, organising fortnightly family rides 
for different skill levels and exploring their local trails in Whitireia Park and even as 
far as Tawa.

Parent Stuart Staffer says “The school bike track has become a real hub for the 
community, bringing families together to ride, from all over Titahi Bay area.”
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FREE cycle 
skills in 
schools!

FREE cycle                  

Pedal Ready is a cycle skills training programme provided 
free to schools in the Wellington region. Courses involve 
bike handling skills and exercises to build confidence on a bike.

Initial training takes 3 hours and works well as a morning session. Students of all 
stages and abilities are welcome – we are proud of our No Exceptions Policy.

Pedal Ready also offers free adult courses to small groups of parents and school staff 
– perfect for those interested in riding with their children and students!

Book Pedal Ready training for your school now by contacting the regional co-ordinator:

skills in
schools!

Getting students Pedal Ready
The Pedal Ready team have been kept on their toes (or pedals!) for the last year. 
Between October to March, our instructors taught 2735 children from 31 schools 
and children’s groups across the region. Of these students, 2380 children participated 
in the Pedal Ready Intro or Grade 1 programme, and 355 are now Grade 2 equipped. 

When asked what they learned on the Grade 1 course, one Upper Hutt school year 
6 pupil said, “I was scared to ride, but now I’m not. I know how to start and stop 
safely, and I’ve even got better at turning and giving a signal”.

Class teachers are also seeing the benefits for their students. Holy Cross School junior 
syndicate teacher, Susie Sumner, commented, “It has made a major impact on all the 
children in the school community. In my own NE- Y1 class, Pedal Ready training has 
encouraged the children to be resilient in all areas of the curriculum. It has given each 
child a great source of pride and sense of achievement when they learn to ride a bike. 
The course instructors are excellent and I learnt a lot as an experienced teacher and 
improved my own knowledge as a parent and bike rider.”

Another teacher said the Pedal Ready Grade 2 course provides a real life context for 
the “hands-on” skills required to ride on the road safely. 

In 2014-15, Pedal Ready has partnered with Bikes in Schools, at Holy Cross School, 
West Park School, Tawhai School, Pinehaven School and Titahi Bay School. As part 
of this initiative, these schools have built inside their grounds; a perimeter track, a 
skills track and a pump track, giving students the opportunity to test their ability in a 
range of riding environments. 

In addition, Pedal Ready provided Grade 1 cycle skills training to students and 
staff, enabling them to ride their new school bikes with skill and confidence. Junior 
school students are offered a modified Introduction to Grade 1 programme, where 
many students are taught to ride the school bikes for the first time by Pedal Ready 
instructors – a hugely rewarding experience for all involved! 

Pedal Ready are now taking future bookings. If your school is interested in arranging 
cycle skills training for your students and/or your staff, please make a booking 
through Pedal Ready:

www.pedalready.org.nz/schools/bookings

info@pedalready.org.nz
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Challenge young people to think about citizenship and sharing the road safely. The NZ Transport Agency provides 
free, adaptable, downloadable 
resources to support curriculum 
planning through years 1-13.

educatio
n.nzta.g

ovt.nz

AND CONTRIBUTION  

RESOURCES FOR PARTICIPATION  

education.nzta.govt.nz

www.twitter.com/nztaeducation

www.pinterest.com/nzta

www.slideshare.net/nztaeducation

Movin’March 
Join in celebrating active transport, and all the 
wonderful things to experience on the way to 
school.

Celebrate with any activity which suits your school. 
Your Movin’March Guide, due out in Term 4, will be 
full of easy activities and helpful resources to get 
your school going.

Check out stories from Movin’March 2015 and keep 
an eye out for new 2016 resources at:

www.schooltravel.wix.com/movin-march

KURA 
SCHOOL

Whare/Home

2016
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