
 

Executive Summary – Renewal of resource consents for river management 

activities in the Te Awa Kairangi/Hutt River, Otaki River, Waikanae River and 

Wainuiomata River Catchments 

Non-technical summary of applications 

This document provides a non-technical summary of the Resource Management Act 1991 (RMA) 

assessments submitted as part of the resource consent applications outlined in the table below.   

Technical reports have been prepared in support of the applications.  These can be accessed on 

Greater Wellington Regional Council’s (GWRC) website [http://www.gw.govt.nz/westernrivers].  

1 Applications for resource consent for river management activities 

As set out below, GWRC has lodged four sets of resource consent applications to renew existing 

consents for river management activities undertaken for flood protection, erosion control and public 

amenity purposes in the Te Awa Kairangi/Hutt, Otaki, Waikanae and Wainuiomata rivers.   

Application location Council reference Date of lodgement 

Te Awa Kairangi/ Hutt River and 

specified tributaries 

WGN 130264 [32238] 5
th

 April 2013 

Waikanae River and Waimeha 

Stream 

WGN 130303 [32316] 22nd May 2013 

Otaki River and specified 

tributaries 

WGN 140054  [32483, 32484, 

32485, 32486, 32487, 32488] 

22
nd

 August 2013 

Wainuiomata River WGN 150094 [33210] 4
th

 November 2014 

GWRC seeks a consent term of 35 years for all of the consents. 

 

Figure1: Te Awa Kairangi / Hutt River catchment 



 

 

Figure 2: Waikanae River catchment 

 

Figure 3: Otaki River catchment 



 

 

Figure 4: Wainuiomata River catchment 

2 The need for renewed resource consents for river management activities  

River management activities have been undertaken across the Greater Wellington region for many 

years, with works on the Te Awa Kairangi / Hutt River recorded as early as 1894. Today, the region’s 

floodplains are protected by infrastructure that is valued at approximately $260M.  This investment 

reflects the critical role flood protection plays in managing flood hazards.   

The settlement and growth of adjacent urban areas, the protection and provision of infrastructure, 

and the use of agricultural and rural land is dependent on maintaining the risk of flooding and 

erosion at a known and acceptable level. To achieve this, comprehensive river management is 

required in these locations both now and in the future.  

The listed applications form part of a wider flood protection project commenced in 2012 by GWRC. 

This includes the development and implementation of a Code of Practice (COP) to inform and guide 

river management activities.  The COP sits alongside existing Floodplain Management Plans, 

operational management plans, annual works and maintenance plans, and environmental 

monitoring, to guide and direct GWRC’s river maintenance activities.  

3 Objectives of proposed river management activities 

The objectives of the four sets of applications can be summarised as follows: 

• to establish and maintain river channels on their design channel alignment and within their 

defined bed level envelope;  

• to maintain the flood capacity of the existing channel by the removal of obstructions and 

gravel build-ups as necessary; 

• to maintain the integrity and security of the existing flood defences (including stopbanks and 

bank protection works); 



 

• to maintain the capacity of some smaller streams and drains by clearing obstructions and 

maintenance of outlet structures; and 

• to maintain, or (where possible) improve, the in-river and adjacent ecological and riparian 

environment. 

4 Scope of river management activities applied for 

The range of river management activities currently taken by GWRC is comprehensive and varies for 

each catchment and tributary.  The exact scope of each application can be found in their respective 

Assessment of Environmental Effects (AEEs).   

As the nature of works required for each of the rivers is slightly different, all four sets of applications 

vary slightly in the scope of works applied for in the consents.  Despite being on slightly different 

terms, all four sets include applications for land use consent and water and discharge permits. The 

Waikanae and Otaki river applications also include a coastal permit application.   

The activities applied for under the different consents are extensive and include: 

• the construction, maintenance, alteration demolition and removal of structures; 

• the planting, maintenance and removal of vegetation ; 

• recontouring and mechanical ripping of the river bed and construction of diversion 

channels; 

• shaping, recontouring and repair of bank edges, berms and stopbanks; 

• clearance of flood debris and operation of machinery in the river bed; 

• maintenance of drains; 

• construction of public amenities including walkways and cycleways; 

• excavation, disturbance and disposition of material; and 

• gravel extraction and mouth realignment.    

Specific large capital works such as the construction of new stopbanks, or application for the use of 

herbicides for control or removal of vegetation are not included in the application. 

5 Potential effects of the river management activities 

The effects of the activities individually, and as a whole, have been assessed using existing 

environmental information, and new information made available through the environmental 

investigation work being undertaken by GWRC.  AEEs have been developed for each application.  

Positive effects are significant and include the reduction of flood hazards and risks to life, 

infrastructure, property and the economy of the four catchments as well as the wider Wellington 

region. This positively benefits the economic and social well-being of these communities and the 

region as a whole. 

Potential adverse effects that have been identified include:  

• Water quality: These effects arise from the input of suspended sediments to the water 

column from the direct disturbance of the bed, or from works on banks or in culverts. The 

operation of machinery (particularly bulldozers) in the river bed gives rise to the greatest 

effects in this regard. Generally such work will be undertaken for several weeks per annum. 

Suspended solid concentrations of up to 700 mg/l can be generated for short periods, which is 

about the same as that arising from a one year return period flood. The aquatic biota are 



 

naturally adapted to cope with such variations in turbidity; available information to date 

suggests that in general the overall effect of increased suspended solids in the water is 

relatively minor and can be mitigated to a reasonable degree by restrictions of operations to 

no more than half of every 24 hour period. 

• Aquatic ecology: These effects arise from direct disturbance of the river bed habitat 

associated with construction activity, gravel extraction or bed recontouring. Activities such as 

gravel extraction have a significant impact on the habitat and ecology of the affected reaches, 

however available information to date suggests that such effects may be relatively short-lived, 

with the river acting to re-work the bed naturally and the aquatic biota re-colonising impacted 

areas relatively quickly. Mitigation is focused on incorporating final shaping of affected 

reaches to provide for more complexity of habitat to assist recovery. GWRC is committed to 

continued investigations into the impacts of in-river works on aquatic ecology, which will 

ultimately help to improve practice and enhance mitigation. 

• Birdlife: Potential effects arise from disturbance of roosting or nesting birds, or from changes 

to potential nesting habitats on the river bed. Works currently undertaken in the river bed, 

especially the clearance of vegetation from the beaches within the river, are considered to be 

positive for the creation of potential nesting habitats. Proposed mitigation is focused on 

ensuring that if river nesting birds do commence breeding or nesting in the future, this will be 

detected and appropriate responses will be developed to mitigate any adverse effects. 

• Recreation: Adverse effects are generally limited to in-river users (anglers, canoeists and 

kayakers) and arise from temporary disruption or restriction of access, or creation of hazards. 

Generally the adverse effects on in-river users from river management activities do not appear 

to be significant. However, GWRC recognises that it needs to continue to work with user 

groups to address specific safety issues arising from damaged structures or debris in the river 

and to ensure that the design of any future grade control structures make provision for in-

river users as far as is practicable. 

• Cultural: effects may arise from changes to traditional areas of use or the disturbance of areas 

of significance. GWRC has established relationships with iwi and will continue to work to 

better understand their concerns, share knowledge, and make provision for the recognition of 

cultural values within the COP and Operational Management Plans. This consultation is on-

going. 

Other potential adverse effects of the works on the landscape and visual amenity values of the river 

corridor are considered to be minor, particularly in the context of the other landscape enhancement 

work associated with implementing the Environmental Strategy for each catchment. 

6 Consultation and RMA obligations 

Consultation has been undertaken with affected parties and interested groups in the preparation of 

these applications. The feedback received has been taken into account in the development of the 

applications. GWRC has requested that the applications be notified to ensure that any other 

affected or interested parties have an opportunity to have input to the consideration of the 

application. 

The proposals are in keeping with the purposes of the RMA and are consistent with the objectives 

and policies of the relevant regional policy statement and plans.   The proposals will deliver the 

anticipated environmental results that the policies of the regional plans are expected to achieve. 


