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channel width 
of less than 
3m; or 

 Wetland 
larger than 
0.25ha. 

 

 Outstanding freshwater body. 

 Water body subject to a Water 
Conservation Order. 

 

5.7.4 Determining whether a resource consent is required  

Figure 14 below shows the process to determine whether mechanical land preparation needs 
resource consent and the activity status when consent is required.  Mechanical land 
preparation is also required to comply with the ancillary activity regulations (Part 2, subpart 9) 
and general provisions (Part 2, subpart 10) as relevant to be a permitted activity.  

 

Figure 14: Flow chart to determine whether resource consent is required for mechanical land preparation.  

5.7.5 Regulation 73 – Land slope 

Regulation 73 requires a resource consent when mechanical land preparation is proposed 
over a certain threshold on steeper land in orange and red zones and where the subsoil is 
affected. This recognises that, in most cases, the steeper the land, the greater the potential 
for adverse environmental effects. Section 4.4 of this User Guide provides guidance on how 
to calculate the slope of land.  

Regulation 73 permits mechanical land preparation in any orange or red zone where the land 
slope is 25 degrees or more where the preparation is undertaken at a depth where the 
subsoil is not affected. Subsoil is defined in the NES-PF as ’the layer of soil with low organic 
content: 
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If Steps 1- 2 are 
complied with: 

ACTIVITY 
PERMITTED 
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Step 1: Is the mechanical land 
preparation on: 

 Green or yellow zone land; OR 

 Orange or red zone land with 
less than 25° slope; OR 

 Orange or red zone land with 
25° or more slope where subsoil 
is not affected; OR 

 Orange or red zone land with 
25° or more slope where subsoil 
is affected but the area covered 
by the mechanical land 
preparation is less than 2ha in 
area? 

Regional Council 
consent required – 
Restricted 
Discretionary 
Activity (continue to 

Step 3) 

N 

N Step 2: Does the activity 

comply with Regulation 
74 (methods, sediment 
and setbacks)? 


