
This is the fifth of our regional plan updates, circulated twice yearly. In this newsletter we describe:

• the next steps towards the draft regional plan 
• the development of the whaitua (zone) committees.
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comment
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2009
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meetings – regional 
plan options
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Regional Plan: continuing stakeholder 
and community discussions 
A draft of the Regional Plan is being prepared for 
public release in early 2014. In August this year we will 
bring together much of the work we have undertaken 
through our plan engagement programme into a single 
‘working document for discussion’. We will use this 
discussion document to continue conversations with 
stakeholders and interested parties from August 2013 
leading to the publication of a Draft Regional Plan in 
early 2014.  

The continuation of the engagement, and policy and 
rule development phase from August, will involve 
a number of meetings with stakeholder groups. The 
meetings will clarify plan provisions and how they 
might be implemented. These groups will be able to 
consider the complete discussion document for the 
plan, bringing together all the possible policies and 
rules for:

• Air quality
• Coastal marine area
• Natural hazards
• Water quality in urban areas and in rural areas
• Water allocation

The Draft Regional Plan will address the regional scale 
natural resource issues. Catchment scale issues of water 
quality and allocation will be further addressed by five 
whaitua committees that will be established across the 
region. The whaitua committees will add additional, 
catchment specific, chapters into the Regional Plan over 
the next few years, as plan variations.

Your environment, your future
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Where can I go to find out more information?
•	 Background	information	about	the	regional	plan	review:	www.gw.govt.nz/your-environment

•	 State	of	the	environment	report	cards:	www.gw.govt.nz/ser

You	can	email	us	at	regional-plan@gw.govt.nz	

If	you	are	interested	in	other	Regional	Council	news	and	events,	join	us:

			 	 www.facebook.com/greaterwellington

			 	 www.twitter.com/greaterwgtn	

Whaitua committees 
In the last Regional Plan review newsletter we 
introduced you to our proposal to set up whaitua 
committees across the region. These whaitua committees 
will be responsible for developing catchment specific 
programmes and plan provisions, using a collaborative 
process, for the integrated management of land and 
water resources.

If you missed our previous newsletter, you can find it 
here: http://www.gw.govt.nz/assets/Plans--Publications/
Regional-Plan-Review/Regional-Plan-Newsletter-
November-2012.pdf

The first whaitua committee Greater Wellington Regional 
Council will establish is the Ruamāhanga Whaitua 
Committee.  

Who will be on a whaitua committee?
The majority of people on each whaitua committee will 
be members of the local community. These people will 
need to have a good understanding of the land and 
water issues across their whaitua catchment and they 
will be there representing the rest of their community. 
They will also need to be excellent communicators.

Interested in being on a whaitua committee?
Greater Wellington Regional Council will publically 
advertise when applications for whaitua committee 
members open in your area. If you think you, or 
someone you know, should be on a whaitua committee 
then make sure to send in your application.

For more information:
http://www.gw.govt.nz/your-environment-are-we-on-
the-right-track-3/

http://www.gw.govt.nz/assets/Plans--Publications/Regional-Plan-Review/Regional-Plan-Newsletter-November-2012.pdf

