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Councillors, 

  

After yesterday’s presentation and discussion concerning glyphosate use, I contacted the EPA who 

advised that they had recently received an email from the European Food Safety Authority regarding 

recent Glyphosate research they had conducted on behalf of EU member countries. The summary 

findings of their research are provided below: 

  

“EFSA and the EU Member States have finalised the re-assessment of glyphosate, a chemical that 

is used widely in pesticides. The report concludes that glyphosate is unlikely to pose a carcinogenic 
hazard to humans and proposes a new safety measure that will tighten the control of glyphosate 

residues in food. The conclusion will be used by the European Commission in deciding whether or 
not to keep glyphosate on the EU list of approved active substances, and by EU Member States to 

re-assess the safety of pesticide products containing glyphosate that are used in their territories. 

A peer review expert group made up of EFSA scientists and representatives from risk assessment 

bodies in EU Member States has set an acute reference dose (ARfD) for glyphosate of 0.5 mg per 
kg of body weight, the first time such an exposure threshold has been applied to the substance. 

Jose Tarazona, head of EFSA’s Pesticides Unit, said: “This has been an exhaustive process – a full 

assessment that has taken into account a wealth of new studies and data. By introducing an acute 

reference dose we are further tightening the way potential risks from glyphosate will be assessed 
in the future. Regarding carcinogenicity, it is unlikely that this substance is carcinogenic. 

Following a second mandate from the European Commission to consider the findings from the 

International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC) regarding the potential carcinogenicity of 
glyphosate or glyphosate-containing plant protection products in the on-going peer review of the 

active substance, EFSA concluded that glyphosate is unlikely to pose a carcinogenic hazard to 
humans and the evidence does not support classification with regard to its carcinogenic potential 
according to Regulation (EC) No 1272/2008.” 

 


