
Why are wasps a problem?
New Zealand provides a favourable habitat for 
wasps because of our mild winters, no natural wasp 
predators and a plentiful food supply. This has led 
New Zealand to have some of the highest densities 
of common and German wasps in the world. 
Introduced wasps are causing a number of problems 
throughout the country. They:

•	 Pose a danger to workers in industries, such as 
viticulture and forestry

•	 Reduce honeybees productivity by raiding 
beehives and diminishing their food supply

•	 Eat native insects and honey dew, which are 
important food sources for many native species, 
including kaka, tui and gecko

•	 Have been known to kill chicks in the nest

Wasps are a serious threat in homes, schools and 
recreational areas such as parks, forests or beaches. 
They pose a real risk to people who are allergic to 
the sting. Common and German wasps cause the 
most problems in the Wellington region. Paper 
wasps are also present.

Who’s responsible for wasp 
control?
If you find wasp nests on Department of 
Conservation, regional council or local council land, 
then advise that agency who will deal with the 
problem appropriately. Nests on private land are the 
landowner’s responsibility.

Wasps
Vespula species
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How do I control wasps?
•	 Poison wasp nests (most effective method)
•	 Poison individual wasps

Poisoning wasp nests
Wasps normally forage within 200 metres of their nests 
so if you poison all nests in a 200m radius you should 
significantly reduce the wasp problem in that area.

If the nest is in an accessible place, you can poison it 
yourself. If the nest is inside a building or other difficult 
location, consult a professional pest controller (look under 
“pest control” in the Yellow Pages).

How to find a wasp nest
Common and German wasps build extensive underground 
or protected nests in a variety of places:
•	 Underground, often in sunny spots
•	 In banks
•	 Inside dead and rotting logs or tree stumps
•	 Attached to walls and plants
•	 Under the floors or eaves of houses

Paper wasps build exposed nests 1m to 5m above the 
ground and attached to trees, hedges, fences or buildings.

Search for nests at dawn or dusk. The low light levels 
highlight the wasps flight paths, making them easier to 
see.

Follow the wasp as far as you can, then repeat the process 
until you find the nest. There is usually one entrance to 
a wasp nest but there can also be two or three. A nest 
entrance will have a constant stream of wasps coming in 
and out.

If you find the wasps hard to follow because you can’t see 
them very well, try the following:
1. Put an ice-cream container near where you have seen 

the wasps
2. Place a large tablespoon of jam in the container
3. Feed the wasps for one or two days then place a lid on 

the container. Cut a small hole (40mm) in the centre 
of the lid

4. Spread flour or talcum power around the hole’s edge. 
As the wasps come in and out they will get covered in 
the white powder, making them easier to see

Once you have found the nest you then need to destroy it 
with insecticide.

How to poison a wasp nest
German wasp or common wasp:
•	 Purchase a garden insecticide from your local garden 

or hardware shop
•	 Put the insecticide into a puffer bottle so you can easily 

get the chemical into the nest entrances
•	 During the day, find all nest entrances, taking care not 

to disturb the wasps. They usually attack and sting if 
they are provoked or their nests disturbed 

•	 Return to the nest at night and give two or three puffs 
of the insecticide into each entrance

When the wasps become active during the day, they will 
carry the poison into the nest on their bodies, killing all the 
wasps in the nest within a few days. We do not recommend 
pouring fuel or water into the nest.

Paper wasp
•	 Wasps around the nest can be killed using household 

fly spray
•	 Remove the nest (which will contain larvae) by 

snipping it off at the base
•	 Put the nest in a plastic bag – seal the bag and put it 

in the rubbish

Paper wasp nest

Australian paper wasp



Poisoning individual wasps
It can sometimes be difficult to find the nest, so instead of 
controlling the nest you can control the individual wasps.

How to make a wasp trap
Large numbers of wasps can be killed with a simple trap:
1. Cut the top quarter off a plastic 1.5 litre soft drink 

bottle
2. Invert the top and glue it back on so the narrow 

opening faces down into the bottle
3. Half fill the trap with a mixture of water, sugar 

(1 tablespoon per 100ml) and one teaspoon of 
household detergent, eg, washing up liquid

4. Wasps will be attracted to the sugar and land on the 
water’s surface. The detergent breaks the surface 
tension so the wasps sink and drown

Another method is to get wasps to take the insecticide 
back to the nest. Follow steps 1 to 4 under heading “How 
to find a wasp nest” on p2. Instead of using flour, spread 
powdered insecticide around the edge of the hole in the 
plastic lid. The wasps will get coated in the insecticide 
and take it back to the nest. Note: this method is not as 
effective as treating the nest.

First aid
About 10% of people are allergic to wasp stings, so they 
should carry antihistamine tablets with them at all times.

Anybody who gets stung on the face or neck may be 
restricted from breathing because of the swelling. In these 
cases, seek medical attention immediately.

Cold pads and antihistamine cream (available from 
chemists) will help reduce pain and swelling. Seek 
medical advice immediately if there are multiple stings 
or the victim shows symptoms of nausea or shock.

Living with wasps
Though we must accept that we are stuck with wasps, 
here’s are a few hints to help make living with them a 
little easier:
•	 Wasps are attracted to sugars, meat and food in 

general. If you are eating outdoors they will probably 
show an interest in your food. Don’t panic or make 
frantic movements. Just brush them away quietly or 
move indoors if they persist

•	 Most wasps die off during winter, while the queen 
hibernates until the spring. In October the queen 
starts a new nest and wasp populations reach their 
peak between January and April

•	 The wasp’s bright body colours act as a warning to 
birds, lizards and small animals. The wasp’s sting 
enables it to paralyse prey and to defend its nest 
against intruders. The wasp can use its sting again 
and again

Types of wasp
There are four social species of wasp classed as pests:
•	 Common wasp
•	 German wasp
•	 Australian paper wasp
•	 Asian paper wasp

German wasp and common wasp
The German and common wasps live in large colonies, 
about the size of a soccer ball, which can become huge 
if they manage to survive winter. The common wasp 
was first noted in the 1920s but did not become well 
established in the Wellington region until 1978. They 
are more plentiful than the German wasp in our region. 
Common wasp nests are yellowish to reddish brown.

The German wasp has been in New Zealand since the 
1940s. German wasp nests are coloured grey.

Australian and Asian paper wasps
Paper wasps are smaller and slimmer than German 
and common wasps. They build umbrella-shaped nests 
of wasp paper, which hang by a single stalk from the 
branches of trees or eaves of houses. The nests are small, 
about the size of a pear.

Asian paper wasp
Polistes chinensis

Common wasp
Vespula vulgaris

German wasp
Vespula germanica

Australian paper wasp
Polistes humulis
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