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Tēnā koutou 

 
SOUTH WAIRARAPA DISTRICT COUNCIL SUBMISSION ON PLAN CHANGE 1 TO THE GREATER 
WELLINGTON REGIONAL POLICY STATEMENT 

 
Introduction 

 
1. The South Wairarapa District Council (SWDC) welcomes the opportunity to submit feedback 

on plan Change 1 to the Regional Policy Statement (RPS PC1). 
 

About South Wairarapa District Council 
 

2. SWDC is a small council with a population of around 11,700. The district encompasses the 
three rural towns of Featherston, Greytown and Martinborough. We also have a vast area of 
rural hinterland home to many small communities, edged by the Remutaka and Tararua 
Ranges and cradled by 124 kms of rugged coastlines. Our vision is ‘the best of country living 
with the community at the heart of everything we do’ and we are working hard to achieve 
this. 

 
3. The purpose of council is to enable democratic local decision-making and action by, and on 

behalf of, communities and to promote the social, economic, environmental and cultural 
well-being of communities in the present and for the future. 

 
 

General Position 
 

4. SWDC supports the following aspects of the proposal: 
 

• Provision of a level of clarity around the intentions of the Greater Wellington 
Regional Council in terms of climate change, freshwater, urban development and 
indigenous biodiversity 

 
5. SWDC has the following concerns around the proposal: 

 
- The decision to require greater reductions of greenhouse emissions at a faster pace 

than government policy without robust economic analysis; 
- The application of NPS UD requirements to SWDC; 
- Directions for offsetting/reducing greenhouse gasses and establishment of 

permanent forests (carbon farming) and their disproportionate impact on rural 
areas and communities; 

 

1 



- The effectiveness of required considerations for minimisation of carbon from new 
transport infrastructure; 

- A lack of clarity around some outcomes in the management of natural hazards; 
- The lack of TA and stakeholder engagement required for a number of methods; 
- The adequacy of the assessment of costs and benefits pursuant to section 32 of the 

Resource Management Act; 
- Concerns over affordability particularly for: 

o Enabling unanticipated growth 
o Review and assessment of SNA’s 

 
6. SWDC supports much of the aspirations of the changes to the RPS as part of this plan 

change. However, the implementation is problematic in parts. SWDC considers the following 
aspects could be improved: 

 
• A more substantial economic assessment which identifies where the costs and 

benefits of the proposals lay, particularly where these exceed Government set 
targets. 

• Providing a more SWDC appropriate framework for managing urban growth; 
• Clarity on the applicability of the Freshwater Planning Process. 

 
Recommendations 

 
7. SWDC supports the proposal in part and opposes them in part, and has the following 

recommendations: 
 

• The matters outlined in this submission and summarised in 5 above are 
appropriately and robustly assessed. 

• At this time SWDC also notes the matters of the National Policy Standard for Highly 
Productive Soils (NPS HPS) has been released. We request that this not be 
incorporated by way of submission and that time is spent to implement the 
requirements in a way that is thoughtful and robust. 

 
 

Concluding Remarks 
 

8. SWDC is pleased to submit in support on some of the proposals, but must also oppose 
others where this will have a significant negative impact on its diverse communities. 

 
9. SWDC wishes to be heard in support of this submission. 

 
 
 
Ngā mihi, 

 
 

Harry Wilson 
Chief Executive Officer 
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