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20 August 2026
Dear Chairs, Chief Executives, and Mayors

Yesterday the Tauranga City Council released the report of Hon Paul Davison KSO
KC into the Mount Maunganui Beachside Holiday Park landslide. Its findings make

for sobering reading.

| was concerned to read that warnings over some years about the vulnerability of
Mauao were not acted upon. This raises questions about risk and assurance
processes across the country. The lessons learned in Tauranga should be noted
across New Zealand. We do not want another repeat of this tragedy.

Councils manage sites and facilities across a range of terrain, hosting millions of
New Zealanders and visitors each year. Appropriate systems are required to ensure
that risks are identified, managed, and, where possible, mitigated.

| ask all councils to review this report. The Central Government is doing so and will
take its findings into account for the Crowns review into this matter.

Councils have an important role in keeping our communities safe. | look forward to
you prioritising this important matter.

Yours sincerely

—z =\

Hon Simon Watts
Minister of Local Government
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