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Please note that these minutes remain unconfirmed until the Whitireia Park Board meeting on  
9 February 2018 
 
SUBJECT Whitireia Park Board minutes 

WHEN Friday, 1 December 2017 at 9.19am. 

WHERE Te Puna Ora meeting room, Takapuwahia Marae, 23 Ngatitoa Street, Porirua. 

 

Present 
 
Jenny Brash  Barbara Donaldson (Chair)  Prue Lamason 

            Jenny Ngarimu Sharli-Jo Solomon  

               

Sharli-Jo Solomon opened proceedings with a karakia timatanga. 
 
1 Apologies 

 Moved       (Brash/ Solomon) 

That the Board accepts the apology for absence from Taku Parai. 

The motion was CARRIED. 

2 Public participation  

Gary Fowles, Transmission Manager, Radio New Zealand, advised that the strengthening of 
the current radio mast has been completed.  As a result, the wind threshold for closing the 
park has been raised to 165 kilometres per hour.  The long term plan is for a new mast to be 
installed where the former mast was located and for the current mast to be removed. 

3 Conflict of interest declarations  

There were no declarations of conflict of interest. 

4 Confirmation of minutes of 12 May 2017 

 Moved                           (Lamason/ Ngarimu) 
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 That the Board confirms the minutes of the meeting of 12 May 2017. 

The motion was CARRIED. 

5 Work programme update 

 Wayne Boness, Principal Ranger, Greater Wellington Regional Council, spoke to the report.  

The Chair invited Debbie Fish and David Goldthorpe to speak to their ideas for an art 
installation in Whitireia Park.  Ms Fish advised that the installation would potentially be at 
no cost to the Board, with funding having been sought from the Asia-New Zealand 
Foundation.  The Board requested that Debbie Fish and David Goldthorpe liaise with officers 
on the concept, including on seeking the views of iwi on the concept and potential sites, prior 
to bringing forward a formal proposal to the Board. 

Moved                            (Lamason/ Ngarimu) 
 
That the Board:  

1. Receives the report.  

2. Notes the contents of the report.  

The motion was CARRIED. 

6 Draft accounts 

Moved                 (Brash/ Ngarimu) 
 
That the Board:  

1. Receives the report.  

2. Notes the contents of the report.  

The motion was CARRIED. 

7 Restoration Group update  

 Robyn Smith spoke to the update.   

 The Board noted the content of the report and acknowledged the work undertaken in recent 
months.   

8 Meeting dates for 2018 

Moved                 (Lamason/ Solomon) 
 
That the Board:  

 
5



1. Receives the report.  

2. Resolves its meeting schedule for 2018 as outlined in section 2 of this report.  

The motion was CARRIED. 

 

 
The meeting closed at 10.27am. 

 

Barbara Donaldson 

Chair, Whitireia Park Board 
 
Date:  
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WORK PROGRAMME UPDATE          PAGE 1 OF 5 

SUBJECT: Report for Whitireia Park Board meeting 9 February 2018 

AUTHOR: Wayne Boness, Principal Ranger, Richard Romijn, Team Leader - Biodiversity 
Management, Fiona Colquhoun, Parks Planner 

DATE 9 February 2018 

SUBJECT: Work Programme update 

______________________________________________________________ 

1. Purpose 
To provide the Whitireia Park Board (the Board) with an update on the implementation of 
the annual work programme at Whitireia Park (the Park) and progress action points from 
the last meeting. 

2. Background 
A programme of work for the 2017-18 financial year was approved by the Board at its 
meeting on 12 May 2017. 

3. Biodiversity management 
3.1 Pest animal control 

An audit of the network of predator traps and bait stations within the Park was undertaken 
by staff in January. It was found that a number of traps were missing, presumably stolen or 
vandalised, and others were in locations where animals would now have difficulty finding 
them, such as buried in rank grass or gorse. We plan to put some time in to upgrading the 
network by replacing and relocating traps, to make the traps more efficient and easier for 
volunteers to check. 
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WORK PROGRAMME UPDATE  PAGE 2 OF 5
  
  

          

Predator traps found to be buried in rank grass - only locatable by Y-post markers. 

We are working with members of the Whitireia Park Restoration Group (the Group) who 
check the traps and bait stations, to ensure that all are being checked regularly. We have 
also ascertained that bait stations in the Stuart Park area at the southern end of Titahi Bay 
are being regularly checked which will minimise the number of possums venturing towards 
Whitireia Park. We appreciate the Group’s input into pest animal control across the park 
and particularly in areas of high biodiversity values within the Key Native Ecosystem 
(KNE) site. Details of other components of the Group’s pest control work are contained in 
their separate report. 

3.2 Ecological weed control 
Two aerial spraying operations are planned to take place when favourable wind conditions 
allow, from 1 February 2018. One operation, which was delayed pre-Christmas due to 
inconsistent wind patterns and the Christmas-New Year period, will target gorse and 
pampas across the Park. The second will target a range of ecological weeds on the western 
coastal escarpment. A public notification for the first operation remains active and a further 
notification will be done for the second operation. We will also undertake a neighbourhood 
letterbox drop which will include an aerial spraying fact sheet prior to spraying 
commencing. 

Ground based weed control work is ongoing in areas of Onehunga Bay and Te Onepoto 
estuary.  
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WORK PROGRAMME UPDATE  PAGE 3 OF 5
  
  

4. Parks Planning  
At the last Park Board meeting, a proposal for art/sculpture work in the Park was proposed. 
The direction to have temporary or permanent art works, which may also be interpretive of 
local stories, is discussed in consultation material being prepared for public input during 
consultation for the Parks Network Plan review, which is likely to commence in April/May. 

No recent feedback has been received from Porirua City Council in relation to the 
permanent closure or new bylaw to restrict vehicles on the unformed section of Te Onepoto 
Road. The temporary closure remains in place. 

5. General park management 
5.1 Ranger service 

The long, dry, warm period of settled weather has seen large numbers of visitors to the 
Park, and overall, behaviour has been very good. 

An interim report on the test excavations for the Pou Carpark has been accepted by 
Heritage New Zealand. A final application for the construction works has now been 
completed. 

We will discuss the applications with the Ngāti Toa resource advisors prior to final 
lodgement, which we expect will be in the next week or so. We anticipate beginning 
construction in early March 2018. A progress invoice has been received from the 
Archaeologist for work to date which totals $1,863.00 including GST. At the Board’s 
meeting on 23 November 2012, the Board agreed to spend $7,000 on the protection and 
enhancement of the Pou site. We seek approval from the Board to pay the Archaeologist’s 
invoice from this allocation. 

The Park Ranger has been engaging with casual dog walkers as part of a proactive 
educational approach, raising awareness of the new bylaws. Several people have been 
spoken to, many of whom already had dogs on leads, and those that did not were compliant 
(with a few exceptions). Raising awareness with these users is important and most seem to 
accept the reasoning behind increasing the control measures. 

Dog walkers at the Park have been interviewed on occasions over summer, as we 
participated in programme that the Department of Conservation is leading on what makes 
dog owners unique? In this project, we hope to address the concerns that many agencies 
have with dog owners in protected areas on New Zealand’s beaches. We will circulate the 
results of the survey as they become available. 

The Thornley Street entrance gate is working well and we have ceased the security 
company patrols. Rangers have undertaken random patrols to ensure people are leaving 
prior to the gates closing.  
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WORK PROGRAMME UPDATE  PAGE 4 OF 5
  
  

We have been working closely with a new group, the Wellington Coastal Climbing 
Association (the Association), which has been established to undertake maintenance of the 
rock climbing bolts at the Park. The Association comprises members of the Region’s rock 
climbing groups. The Association have installed approximately 80% of the replacement 
bolt anchors as agreed in the first phase of works. The new titanium bolts are far superior to 
the old bolts removed. They aim to continue replacing anchors and bolts on a priority basis 
(based on condition and use) and they are seeking further funding to permit these works.  

      

A new rock bolt being fitted                       New rock bolts in place 

We are working with the Association to have a Memorandum of Understanding in place by 
March 2018. 

Site preparation for a park seat on the Coastal track has been completed and the seat will be 
installed in mid-February. This has been funded by a member of the public who spends a lot 
of time in the Park with his wife, this being his 30 year wedding anniversary present to her.  
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WORK PROGRAMME UPDATE  PAGE 5 OF 5
  
  

 
Seat pad preparation completed 

The annual hay cutting has been completed with 90 big round bales and 200 conventional 
bales produced. This is less than in past years, as the dry spring and early summer period, 
together with hot temperatures were not good for producing quality grass for hay making. 

6.  Recommendation 
That the Board: 

1. Receives the report. 

2. Notes the contents. 

3. Approves the payment of $1,863.00 including GST for Stage 1 Archaeological works 
for the Pou Carpark project. 

Report prepared by: Report prepared by: 

Wayne Boness 
Principal Ranger, GWRC 

Richard Romijn 
Team Leader, Biodiversity Management, GWRC 

Report prepared by: Report approved by: 

Fiona Colquhoun 
Parks Planner, GWRC 

Amanda Cox 
Manager, Parks, GWRC 
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DRAFT ACCOUNTS   WWUP-8-62      PAGE 1 OF 4 

SUBJECT: Report for Whitireia Park Board meeting  

AUTHOR: Mukesh Alipuria, Assistant Accountant 

DATE 9 February 2018 

SUBJECT: Draft Accounts  

_____________________________________________________________ 

1. Purpose 
To present to the Whitireia Park Board (the Board) with the management accounts for the 
period November 2017 to January 2018, as attached.  

2. Income 
Income has been received from Titahi Bay Golf Club for lease of the land $4,125.00. 

3. Costs 
Total costs paid by Greater Wellington Regional Council (GWRC) are $63,959, of which 
57% of the total GWRC costs are GWRC staff time ($36,215) and 43% of the total 
GWRC costs are for project and materials supplies ($27,744). 

4. Bank Account 
The bank account balance at end of October was $46,132.31 CR. 

5. Annual Accounts and Audit clearance 
The Annual accounts, Audit clearance and management letter for 2016/17 financial year 
are attached. 

6. Lease renewal letter to Department of Conservation and Titahi 
bay golf  club 
One of the issues raised by Audit in the management letter was to renew the expired lease 
between the Department of Conservation and Titahi Bay Golf Club.  

Copies of the letters that were sent out requesting to renew the lease are attached.  
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DRAFT ACCOUNTS  PAGE 2 OF 4 
 

7. Recommendation 
That the Board: 

1. Receives the report. 

2. Notes the contents. 

Report prepared by: Report approved by: Report approved by: 

Mukesh Alipuria 
Assistant Accountant, GWRC  

Amanda Cox 
Manager, Parks, GWRC 

Nigel Corry 
General Manager, environment 
Management Group, GWRC 
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DRAFT ACCOUNTS  PAGE 3 OF 4 
 

Statement Comprehensive Revenue and Expense 
for the period of 01 July 2017 - 31 January 2018 

  
2016/17     
Full Year  

2017/18     
YTD 

 

GW 
Entries 

2016/17 
Full Year 

  

GW 
Entries 

2017/18 
YTD 

Income  $   $   $   $  
Water Rates                    -                   -                   -           7,158 
Park Concessions                   -                   -             522                    - 
Lease          5,935          4,125                   -                    - 
Interest             102                  7                   -                    - 
GWRC                   -                    -        98,390           56,801 
Total Income          6,037          4,132        98,912         63,959 

    
Expenditure  $   $   $   $  
Sundry                40                   -                   -                    - 
Depreciation          1,676             977                   -                    - 
Project Materials                   -                   -        26,698         17,838 
Printing                   -                   -          1,567              690 
Rates                    -                   -          5,340           2,324 
Repairs & Maintenance                   -                   -          2,169                    - 
Loose Tools & Minor Equipment                   -                   -             377                 23 
Advertising                   -                   -          1,889              214 
Contract Labour                    -                   -                87           6,655 
GWRC Staff Time                   -                   -        60,785         36,215 
Total Expenditure          1,716              977        98,912           63,959 

    
Net Surplus / (Deficit)          4,321           3,155                   -                      - 
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DRAFT ACCOUNTS  PAGE 4 OF 4 
 

 

30 Jun 2017 31 Jan 2018
FUNDS AND RESERVES

Accumulated Funds 53,675          57,997          
Net Surplus (Deficit) 4,321            3,155            

TOTAL FUNDS AND RESERVES 57,996          61,152          

Represented By:

CURRENT ASSETS

Current Account 41,596          46,132          
Sundry Debtors 29                  -                     
GST Receivable 412               -                     
Total Current Assets 42,037          46,132          

Fixed Assets 285,806        285,806        
Accumulated Depreciation (269,801) (270,778)
Total Fixed Assets 16,005          15,028          

Total Assets 58,042          61,160          

CURRENT LIABILITES

GST Payable -                     3                    
Sundry Creditors 45                  5                    
Total Current Liabilites 45                  8                    

Total Liabilites 45                  8                    

NET ASSETS 57,996          61,152          

Whitireia Park Board
Balance Sheet as at 31 January 2017
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WHITIREIA PARK BOARD 

Entity Information 
For the year ended 30 June 2017 

 
Legal name and type of entity 

Whitireia Park Board is a Reserve Board as defined by the Reserves Act 1977 and is domiciled in 
New Zealand. The Board is established under section 150 of the Ngati Toa Rangatira Claims 
Settlement Act 2014. 

Board’s purpose  

The Whitireia Park Board’s primary objective is to provide public services to the New Zealand 
public, as opposed to that of making a financial return.  

Board’s structure and governance 

The Whitireia Park Board manages and controls Whitireia Recreation Reserve.  The Board 
comprises three members appointed by the trustee of the Toa Rangatira Trust and three 
members appointed by Greater Wellington Regional Council.  

Board’s cash and resources 

The entity is funded by rental revenue and also supported by funding of expenses through 
Greater Wellington Regional Council (refer note 1). 

Board’s outputs 

The Board is responsible for the control and management of the Whitireia Recreation Reserve, 
the Onehunga Bay Historic Reserve and the Te Onepoto Recreation Reserve in accordance with 
the provisions of the Reserves Act 1977. 
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WHITIREIA PARK BOARD 

Statement of Financial Performance 
For the year ended 30 June 2017 

 
 

 

REVENUE 

2016 

$ 

2017 

$ 

 

Lease revenue 5,500 5,935 

Interest 76 102 

Total Revenue 5,576 6,037 

 

EXPENSES 

  

Sundry 40 40 

Depreciation 1,676 1,676 

Total Expenses 1,716 1,716 

Net Surplus / (Deficit) 3,860 4,321 

 

The accompanying Statement of Accounting Policies and notes form part of the financial 
statements. 
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WHITIREIA PARK BOARD 

Statement of Financial Position 
As at 30 June 2017 

 

   2016 
$ 

2017 
$ 

  Note   

 TOTAL EQUITY 4 53,675 57,996 

 Represented by:    

 CURRENT ASSETS    

 Bank Account and Cash   35,607 41,596 

 GST Receivable  412 412 

 Debtors and accrued interest  21 29 

 Total current assets  36,040 42,037 

 NON CURRENT ASSETS    

 Property, Plant and Equipment 3 17,680 16,004 

 Total non current assets  17,680 16,004 

 Total Assets  53,720 58,041 

     

 CURRENT LIABILITIES    

 Creditors and accruals  2 45 45 

 Total current liabilities  45 45 

 Total liabilities   45 45 

 NET ASSETS  53,675 57,996 

 The accompanying Statement of Accounting Policies and notes form part of the financial 
statements. 
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WHITIREIA PARK BOARD 
Statement of Cash Flows 

For the Year Ended 30 June 2017 
 2016 

$ 

2017 

$ 

 CASH FLOWS FROM OPERATING ACTIVITIES    

 Cash provided from:   

 Receipts from customers 5,500 5,935 

 Refund received  0 0 

 Interest received 80 94 

 5,580 6,029 

 Cash was applied to:   

 Payments to suppliers 35 40 

        GST overpayment to IRD 412 0 

 Net cash flows from operating activities  5,133 5,989 

 CASHFLOWS FROM INVESTING AND FINANCING ACTIVITIES    

 Cash was applied to:   

 Purchase of property, plant and equipment 0 0 

 Net cash flows from investing and financing activities 0 0 

 Net increase/(decrease) in cash held 5,133 5,989 

 Add opening cash and deposits 30,474 35,607 

 Ending cash carried forward 35,607 41,596 

 Represented by:   

 Bank Account and Cash 35,607 41,596 

 Term deposit 0 0 
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 35,607 41,596 

 

The accompanying Statement of Accounting Policies and notes form part of the financial statements.  
 
 

 
 
WHITIREIA PARK BOARD 

Statement of Accounting Policies  
For The Year Ended 30 June 2017 

Statement of compliance 

Whitireia Park Board has elected to apply PBE-SFR-A(PS) Public Benefit Entity Simple Format 
Reporting – Accrual (Public Sector) and is eligible to do so with total operating expenses below $2 
million.  These condensed financial statements have been prepared in compliance with NZ 
Generally Accepted Accounting Practice (NZ GAAP).  All transactions are reported using the 
accrual basis of accounting and on the assumption that the Panel is a going concern. 

The financial statements for the Whitireia Park Board are for the year ended 30 June 2017 will be 
reviewed and approved for release by the Board. 

SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES 

Revenue 

Lease revenue is recorded as revenue on a straight-line basis over the term of the agreement. 

Interest revenue is recorded as revenue as it is earned during the period. 

Bank Account and Cash 

Bank accounts and cash comprise cash on hand or cheque and deposits held at call with banks.   

Debtors  

Debtors are initially recorded at the amount owed.  When it is likely the amount owed (or some 
portion) will not be collected, a provision for impairment is recognised and the loss is recorded as 
a bad debt expense. 

Property, plant and equipment 

Property, plant and equipment is recorded at cost, less accumulated depreciation and impairment 
losses. 

Property, plant and equipment asset classes consist of land, buildings, road and car park, track, 
bollards, fencing, planting and the Gloaming Hill playground. 

The cost of an item of property, plant and equipment is recognised as an asset only when it is 
probable that future economic benefits or service potential associated with the item will flow to 
the Whitireia Park Board and the cost of the item can be measured reliably.  
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Depreciation 

Depreciation is provided on a straight-line basis on all property, plant and equipment other than 
land. The useful lives and associated depreciation rates of major classes of assets have been 
estimated as follows: 

Buildings                                          20 years  Fully depreciated                                                             
Road and car park   20 years  Fully depreciated  
Track     20 years   5% 
Retaining Wall    12 years  Fully depreciated    
Bollards    12 years  Fully depreciated  
Fencing    10 years  Fully depreciated 
Planting    10 years  Fully depreciated 
Gloaming Hill Playground  10 years  Fully depreciated 
Land    Not depreciated 
 

Creditors and Accruals 

Creditors and other payables are measured at the amount owed.  BNZ Bank is the only creditor 
for charges on Audit Report and interest. 

Good and Service Tax (GST) 

All items in the financial statements are presented exclusive of GST, except for receivables and 
payables, which are presented on a GST inclusive basis. Where GST is not recoverable as input tax 
then it is recognised as part of the related asset or expense. 

The net amount of GST recoverable from, or payable to, the Inland Revenue Department (IRD) is 
included as part of receivables or payables in the statement of financial position. 

CHANGES IN ACCOUNTING POLICIES 

 

There have been no changes to the accounting policies applied by the Board. 

            

   

Barbara Donaldson     Taku Parai 
Chairperson      Board member 
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Notes to the Financial Statements For The Year Ended 30 June 2017 

Note 1: Agency Agreement 

On 3 November 2011, the Greater Wellington Regional Council (Greater Wellington) assumed 
responsibility for the provision of administration services to the Whitireia Park Board (the Park Board). 
Previously these services were provided to the Park Board by the Department of Conservation. 
There is an Agency Agreement (the Agreement) in place between Greater Wellington and the Park Board. 
The Agreement sets out the services that Greater Wellington will provide to the Board and the conditions 
on which the agreement is made. Those services include (but are not limited to): 
 

� Providing a ranger service at Greater Wellington’s cost. 
� The preparation and implementation of an Annual Work Plan (the Plan). The implementation of 

the Plan requires Greater Wellington to cover any costs of the Plan. The operational expenses in 
the 2016/17 financial year totalled to $98,390 (Year 2015/16: $140,888)  

� The provision of accounting and secretarial services.  
 
The above expenses are not reflected in the Statement of Financial Performance as these costs are 
incurred by Greater Wellington and the Park Board has no expectation that they will have to reimburse 
Greater Wellington for this expense. 
 
Board membership 
On 22 April 2014 the Ngati Toa Rangatira Claims Settlement Act 2014 (the Act) received royal assent. The 
Act establishes the Whitireia Park Board (the Board) as the administering body of the Whitireia Recreation 
Reserve in the form of a joint board between Greater Wellington Regional Council and the Toa Rangatira 
Trust. The Board is made up of three members appointed by Greater Wellington Regional Council and 
three members appointed by the Toa Rangatira Trust. 
 
The Board is responsible for the control and management of the Whitireia Recreation Reserve, the 
Onehunga Bay Historic Reserve and the Te Onepoto Recreation Reserve in accordance with the provisions 
of the Reserves Act 1977.  

GWRC: Barbara Donaldson (Chairperson), Jennifer Brash and Prue Lamason (replaced Nigel Wilson 
on 29 November 2016).  
Ngati Toa: Jenny Ngarimu, Sharli Jo Solomon and Taku Parai.  

Whitireia Park Board members do not receive remuneration for their attendance at the Board meetings 
from the Whitireia Park Board funds. This is part of the cost of the administrative services provided by 
Greater Wellington Regional Council. 
 
Related parties 
Greater Wellington Regional Council is a related party of Whitireia Park Board. 
 
Water rates 
The contribution payable from the Titahi Bay Golf Club towards the cost of the Park Board’s water rates for 
2016/17 is nil (2015/16 was $5,017). This contribution will go to Greater Wellington Regional Council who 
assumed responsibility for the payment of the Park Board’s water rates. 
 
  2016 2017 
Note 2: Creditors and accruals $ $ 
    
 Bank Confirmation fee 45 45 

  45 45 
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Note 3:   PROPERTY, PLANT AND EQUIPMENT 
 

           
 
 Land Buildings Road and 

Car Park 
Track Retaining 

Wall 
Bollards Fencing Planting Gloaming 

Hill 
Playground 

 

Cost $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ TOTAL$ 
           
Balance at 1 July 2015 1,904 15,514 142,252 33,511 6,955 41,930 36,962 6,133 645 285,806 
Additions 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Disposals 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Balance at 30 June 2016 1,904 15,514 142,252 33,511 6,955 41,930 36,962 6,133 645 285,806 
           
Balance at 1 July 2016 1,904 15,514 142,252 33,511 6,955 41,930 36,962 6,133 645 285,806 
Additions 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Disposals 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Balance at 30 June 2017 1,904 15,514 142,252 33,511 6,955 41,930 36,962 6,133 645 285,806 
           
Accumulated Depreciation           
 
Balance at 1 July 2015 

 
0 

 
15,514 

 
142,252 

 
16,059 

 
6,955 

 
41,930 

 
36,962 

 
6,133 

 
645 

 
266,450 

Depreciation Expense 0 0 0 1,676 0 0 0 0 0 1,676 
Eliminate on Disposal 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Balance at 30 June 2016 0 15,514 142,252 17,735 6,955 41,930 36,962 6,133 645 268,126 
           
Balance at 1 July 2016 0  15,514  142,252  17,735 6,955  41,930  36,962  6,133  645  268,126 
Depreciation Expense 0  0  0  1,676  0  0  0  0  0  1,676 
Eliminate on Disposal 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Balance at 30 June 2017 0  15,514  142,252  19,411  6,955  41,930  36,962  6,133  645  269,802  

 
 

Carrying Amounts           
At 30 June 2016 1,904  0  0  15,777  0  0  0  0  0  17,681  
At 30 June 2017 1,904  0  0  14,100  0  0  0  0  0  16,004  
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Note 4:  Accumulated Funds 
 
The Whitireia Park Board’s capital is its equity which is solely comprised of accumulated funds. Equity is 
represented by net assets. 
 
The Whitireia Park Board is subject to the financial management and accountability provisions of the 
Crown Entities Act 2004, which impose restrictions in relation to borrowings, acquisition of securities, 
issuing guarantees and indemnities and the use of derivatives. 
 
The Whitireia Park Board manages its equity as a by-product of prudently managing revenues, expenses, 
assets, liabilities, investments, and general financial dealings to ensure it effectively achieves its objectives 
and purpose, whilst remaining a going concern. 
 
 

Equity 
2016 

$ 
2017 

$ 

Balance at 1 July 
 

49,815  
 

53,675  

Surplus/(deficit) for this year 
  

3,860  
  

4,321  

Total Equity 
 

53,675  
 

57,996  
 
 
Note 5:  Statement of contingent liabilities 
 
There are no contingent liabilities for the year (2016: Nil). 
 
 
Note 6:  Statement of commitments  
 
Whitireia Park Board and Radio New Zealand have an agreement for peppercorn rent of Radio New 
Zealand land. 
 
There were no capital commitments as at 30 June 2017 (2015/16: Nil). 
 
 
Note 7:  Subsequent events 
 
There have been no events occurring subsequent to the balance date that would result in an adjustment 
being required to the amounts disclosed in the financial statements. 
 
 
Note 8:  Crown Entities Act 2004 requirements 
 
The Whitireia Park Board was unable to meet the statutory obligation under the Crown Entities Act 2004 
(section 156) to provide the annual report to the Auditor-General to audit within three months after the 
end of the financial year. This meant that the Auditor-General was unable to provide an audit report within 
four months after the end of the financial year. 
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Whitireia Park Board Final Management Report 17J A BUSINESS UNIT OF THE CONTROLLER AND AUDITOR-GENERAL 

 

 

18 December 2017 

 

Barbara Donaldson 
Chairperson 
Whitireia Park Board 
c/o Greater Wellington Regional Council 
PO Box 11646 
Wellington 6142 

 

Dear Barbara 

Report to the Board on the audit for the year ended 30 June 2017 

1 Introduction 

We have completed our audit of Whitireia Park Board (the Park Board) for the year 
ended 30 June 2017 and are pleased to report to you the findings arising from the 
audit. This report provides a summary of: 

� the audit opinion; 

� our assessment of your compliance with legislative requirements for the 
purposes of the audit; and 

� the findings arising from the audit. 

2 Audit opinion 

We issued an unmodified audit opinion on 18 December 2017. 

This means that we were satisfied that the financial statements fairly reflected the 
Park Board’s activities for the year and its financial position at the end of the year. 

2.1 Uncorrected misstatements 

The financial statements are free from material misstatements, including omissions. 
During the audit, we have discussed with management any misstatements that we 
found, other than those which were clearly trivial. 

There were no significant misstatements identified during the audit that have not been 
corrected. 

3 Audit findings 

3.1 Compliance with legislation 

As per the Section 156 of the Crown Entities Act the Board is required to forward its 
annual financial statements to the Auditor-General within three months of the end of 
each financial year. 

 

Level 1, 100 Molesworth Street 
Thorndon, Wellington 

PO Box 99, Wellington 6140 
 

04 496 3099 
www.auditnz.govt.nz 
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We recommend that going forward the Board ensures that the financial statements 
are prepared and sent to us for an audit in a timely manner to ensure that the Board 
is in compliance with all of its legal requirements. 

We did not identify any other audit findings or recommendations during our audit 
that need to be brought to your attention. 

Management comment 

Agreed. We will provide the annual financial statements by 30 September to comply 
with the Section 156 of the Crown Entities Act. 

3.2 Lease agreement with Titahi Bay Golf Club 

The lease arrangement in place with the golf club expired on 30 March 2011. 
Neither the lessor nor the lessee has applied for a new lease, although the golf club 
has continued to pay a concessional fee in line with the expired lease agreement. 

We recommended that the Board formally arrange a new lease agreement with 
Titahi Bay Golf Club to have a binding agreement in the event of any disputes 
between the parties. 

Management comment 

The Board does not control the lease agreement . The lease agreement is between Titahi 
Bay golf club and Department of Conservation. We will contact Department of 
Conversation and Titahi Bay golf club and request them to renew the lease. 

4 Update on matters raised in the Audit Arrangements Letter 

4.1 Management override 

Management is in a unique position to perpetrate fraud because of management’s 
ability to manipulate accounting records and prepare fraudulent financial statements 
by overriding controls that otherwise appear to be operating effectively. 

Although the level of risk of management override of controls will vary from entity to 
entity, the risk is nevertheless present in all entities. Professional auditing standards 
require us to consider the risk of material fraud in all audits we perform due to the 
unpredictable way in which such override could occur. In particular journal entries are 
regarded as a high area subject to risk. 

We did not place any reliance on the system of internal control within the journal 
entry process due to the limited levels of segregation within the financing component 
within the Board. 

We inspected journals recorded and obtained comfort that the journals were valid 
and supported by sufficient supporting documentation to enable us to make this 
judgement. 

5 Statement of auditor independence 

We confirm that, for the audit of the Board’s financial statements for the year ended 
30 June 2017, we have maintained our independence in accordance with the 
requirements of the Auditor-General, which incorporate the independence 
requirements of the Institute of Chartered Accountants Australia and New Zealand. 
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Other than the audit, we have not provided any engagements for the Board during 
the year ended 30 June 2017. In addition, we have no relationships with, or interests 
in, the Board. 

5.1 Unresolved disagreements 

We have no unresolved disagreements with management about matters that 
individually or in aggregate could be significant to the financial statements. 
Management has not sought to influence our views on matters relevant to our audit 
opinion. 

5.2 Other relationships 

We are not aware of any situations where a spouse or close relative of a staff 
member involved in the audit occupies a position with the Board that is significant to 
the audit. 

We are not aware of any situations where a staff member of Audit New Zealand has 
accepted a position of employment with the Board during or since the end of the 
financial year. 

6 Acknowledgement and thank you 

We wish to acknowledge the assistance provided by the Park Board and staff during 
the audit. 

I would be happy to discuss the letter with you or answer any questions which you may have. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Jacques Coetzee 
Associate Director 

 

cc Nigel Corry, General Manager, Environment Management Group 
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Whitireia Park Restoration Group – January 2018 
 

Tēnā tātou katoa  
Executive summary  

• Restoration group members continue to control predators, maintaining bait stations 
and trapping   

• Lizard monitoring was undertaken in November  
• Planting sites confirmed and weed control contracts coordinated with GWRC 

biodiversity staff 
• Te Awarua-o-Porirua Community Restoration Fund have granted a sum for planting 

in 2018/19 
 

Lizard monitoring 

Lizard monitoring was completed at 3 sites in November using the existing pit fall 
traps. A total of 400 lizards were caught, indicating good numbers of lizards on the 
escarpment.  This catch data is added to our monitoring data base.  No new species were 
recorded.  A follow up monitor will be conducted in February 2018. 
 

 
Lizard monitoring on the escarpment 

The Whitireia Restoration Group would like to table the idea of translocating rare ornate 
skinks into Whitireia Park.  A draft proposal would be put to the Park Board and GWRC in 
the coming months.  It should be noted that through initial discussions, DOC have indicated 
support for this proposal. 
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Planting 

Site visits with GWRC biodiversity staff were conducted in September to discuss planting for 
the winter of 2018 and co-ordinate site preparation contracts.  Many thanks to Kim Broad 
and Megan Banks for their help with this.   
 
There will be three planting sites this year; small scale enrichment planting of the 
escarpment, a continuation of the planting in the Onehunga catchment between the 
carpark, and the saddle.  The last site is adjacent to the Onepoto estuary. 
 
The Whitireia Park Restoration Group was successful in obtaining a grant from the Te 
Awarua-o-Porirua Community Restoration Fund.  A grant of $12,000 is provided for planting 
projects in the Porirua catchment.  This money will be spent over 2 years on planting around 
the Onepoto estuary site as mentioned above.  Approximately ¾ of this money will be spent 
on weed control, site preparation and post planting maintenance.  The remainder will be 
spent on purchasing plants.   
 

Predator control 
Predator control using the existing network of DOC 200 traps and Brodifacoum bait stations 
is ongoing.    A summary of the last three months catch results is below: 
 
Stoat -   1 
Weasel - 1 
Rat -   8 
Hedgehog –  1 
 

Volunteer hours 

Month Trapping Lizard 
project 

Seed 
collection Meetings Planting Maintenance Promotion Admin 

October 6 10  6 2 2 5 

November 6 10  
6 5 6 

December 6 20 9 3 5 6 7 
 18 40 9 6 3 10 13 18 
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Rare species work 

Monitoring of the Leptinella nana was carried out in January.  Site 1 showed no regression 
despite the dry conditions.  Site 2 plants are in more open sites and had suffered from the 
drought. They were shrivelled and if it wasn’t for the rain in late December, they probably 
would have died off.  Dead Manuka branches have been placed over the biggest areas to 
give t hem some shade from the late afternoon sun.  

 

Leptinella nana monitoring on the escarpment, Site 1 

Other issues 

Following on from issues raised in the last report around little Blue Penguins, they are 
currently moulting and highly susceptible to attack by dogs.  It would be good to get an 
update on progress with signage highlighting the presence of penguins and the dangers 
dogs pose. 

It would also be good to get an update on plans for road blocking at Kaitawa Point and a 
gorse control program in the park.  It would seem we are approaching a situation close to 
that pre-fire with regard to gorse cover.  Is gorse control still on the agenda?  The group 
acknowledges the public relations difficulties and cost associated with gorse control, but the 
alternative is a park with a majority gorse cover if no action is taken.  It would also be 
interesting to note the impact of increased gorse cover on the fire risk. 

 

Robyn Smith 
Angus Hulme-Moir 
Chris Gibbons  
Edmund Stephen-Smith 
WPRG Coordinators 
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