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SUBJECT Whitireia Park Board minutes 

WHEN Friday, 21 February 2020, at 9.22am 

WHERE Ora Toa conference room, 22 Ngati Toa Street, Porirua. 

Present 

 

Jenny Ngarimu (Chair)  Jenny Brash  Chris Kirk-Burnnand     

            Prue Lamason    Taku Parai   Sharli-Jo Solomon 

            Taku Parai opened proceedings with a karakia timatanga.  

1 Apologies 

 There were no apologies.  

2  Conflict of interest declarations  

There were no declarations of conflict of interest. 

3 Public participation  

Terry Gardiner, President, Titahi Golf Club, spoke to the growth of algae in the Onepoto 

Stream. He expressed his view that the growth of algae in the stream is most likely due to 

natural causes. 

4 Confirmation of the minutes of 13 December 2019 

Moved                              (Prue Lamason/Jenny Brash) 

That the Board confirms the minutes of the meeting of 13 December 2019. 

The motion was CARRIED. 

5  Restoration Group update   

The Group’s report was tabled.  Robert Hughes spoke to the report.  

The Board thanked the Restoration Group for its report. 
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6 Work Programme update 

Wayne Boness, Principal Ranger Western, Greater Wellington Regional Council, spoke to 

the Work Programme Update. Mr Boness advised of the site visit on 26 February 2020 in 

order progress decision-making on planting sites and bike trails. He advised that a summary 

of key points from the site visit would be circulated to those members who are unavailable to 

undertake the site visit. 

Mr Boness advised that the cutting of hay has been completed, with 100 large bales sent to 

the Transmission Gully work site for sediment control. 

Mr Boness advised that a decision should be known soon on the Rotary application for 

funding from the 1 Billion Trees programme to plant up to 5,000 plants in the Park to 

celebrate Rotary’s centenary.  Radio New Zealand has been approached for approval as to 

the planting location.  Potentially the planting could occur as an Arbor Day event. 

The Board discussed the concession applications and agreed that the information provided 

was appropriate to enable it to make concession decisions. 

Moved                         (Jenny Brash /Chris Kirk-Burnnand) 

 

That the Board:  

1.  Receives the report.  

2.  Approves the concession applications referenced in this report and detailed in 

Attachment 1.  

The motion was CARRIED. 

Noted:  Sharli-Jo Solomon requested that her abstention from voting on the above item be 

recorded in the minutes. 

7 Board accounts 

Moved                   (Prue Lamason/Jenny Brash) 

 

 That the Board:  

 

1.  Receives the report.  

2.  Notes the contents of the report.  

The motion was CARRIED. 
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Taku Parai closed proceedings with a Karakia Whakamutunga. 

 

The meeting closed at 10:06am. 

 

 

Jenny Ngarimu 

Chair, Whitireia Park Board 

 

Date:  
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SUBJECT: Report for Whitireia Park Board meeting 28 August 2020 

AUTHOR: Wayne Boness, Principal Ranger and Richard Romijn, Team Leader 

Biodiversity Management 

DATE OF MEETING: 28 August 2020 

SUBJECT: Work Programme Update 

______________________________________________________________ 

1. Purpose 

To provide the Whitireia Park Board (the Board) with an update on implementation of the 

annual work programme at Whitireia Park, seek approval for permitted activities to be 

carried out and progress action points from the last meeting. 

2. Background 

A programme of work for the 2020/21 financial year is to be approved by the Board at its 

meeting on 28 August 2020. 

3. Park Management 

The park has continued to be well visited through what has been a year like no other. While 

the various Covid - 19 restrictions saw the park gates and toilets closed through Level 4, we 

were amazed on the first day of lockdown to find the toilets decorated with graffiti. This 

trend has continued over the last few months as shown in the photos below with toilets 

and signs being the main target.  

   

  Graffiti at park toilets 
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Patrols have been conducted on a regular basis throughout the year with the majority of 

visitors being well behaved. The main issues continue to be with vehicles looking for 

opportunities to drive off road and dog walkers ignoring the dog on lead areas. It was 

disappointing to discover the plantings added to the Pou carpark area to enhance the site 

and reduce grass management have been pulled out and some damage done to one of the 

seats. The plants have been replanted, all going well with some rain they will survive. 

               

Seat damage and plant removal 

We note that Porirua City Council have added art to the toilet block at Te Onepoto Bay, which 

has  largely eliminated graffiti damage to the building. Perhaps this is something the Board 

would consider for the park toilets. 

 

Te Onepoto Bay toilets and sign art 
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Efforts continue to encourage visitors to adhere to the rules. A park visitor recently reported 

a four wheel drive stuck in a wetland area below the Radio New Zealand compound via a 

call to the Police who then responded. Once the vehicle was extracted (at their cost) the 

driver was spoken to by the Police and left after being issued with a trespass notice and a 

$750 infringement notice. 

Spring is arriving, signalling the start of the mowing season. This will see all amenity sites 

mowed, fire breaks cut, and large areas mown for hay. Weed control will be undertaken via 

ground based methods around park boundaries and in other open areas to slow the spread. 

Ongoing track maintenance has been completed, including trimming of vegetation, cleaning 

drains and culverts and some track edge spraying 

The first year of a 3-year 6 hectare planting programme has been completed, with an initial 

2 hectares being planted by contractors. This is being undertaken in the Inland Valley 

following earlier years of weed control post the 2010 fire. This will continue the creation of 

an ecological corridor from Te Onepoto to Onehunga bays. Monitoring plots are established 

as part of the planting works, to record survival and annual growth. 

 

 

Planting underway and a plug grade plant freshly planted. 

Porirua City Council have recently closed the Richards Street entrance to the park by 

installing barriers at both the street and park entrances to the track. Some queries around 

the work have been received and directed to PCC for response. The changes at Whanake 

Street have been well received by users and the adjacent neighbour has been positive about 

the change and happy with the outcome. 
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   Barrier at Richards Street and upgraded entrance at Whanake Street 

A local community group has undertaken a beach clean-up recently with 3-4 bags of rubbish 

being collected. This clean-up came to officers’ attention through a Facebook post, we then 

made contact to see how GW could support it through supplies or disposing of rubbish. Due 

to the small amount collected the organisers removed the rubbish themselves. 

Officers have been contacted by neighbours at Clipper Street where a pine tree is dying 

causing concerns that it may fall onto their properties. When first raised it was thought the 

tree was within the park boundary, and an arborist was engaged to assess the tree and 

establish the cause of poor health.  

During this visit the arborist was challenged by another neighbour claiming the tree was on 

his property, a heated discussion followed with the arborist’s rope being removed and him 

being stranded up the tree. Police attended and sorted the immediate situation. Follow up 

by officers with the neighbour claiming ownership and boundary peg inspections indicated 

the tree is indeed on private property, which was subsequently communicated to the 

relevant neighbours. 

This led to another approach from neighbours demanding GW undertake a full boundary 

survey, claiming that the boundary pegs have been tampered with. An inspection did not 

support this theory. Our view was shared with the concerned neighbours and they were 

advised that should they wish to proceed then a cost share for any survey work would be 

required from them and the work may show any encroachments from their properties into 

the park. No further communication has been forthcoming. 

Background work has continued towards lodging an archaeological authority application to 

Heritage New Zealand for restoration works as signalled through the KNE plan and mountain 

bike trails proposed by the Mana Cycle Group guided by the Park Management Plan. A site 

visit to look at restoration sites confirmed this year’s planting and monitoring requirements. 
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This was very beneficial for all parties, who agreed a way forward for 2020. Further work is 

required to progress the proposed trails, yo be undertaken in coming months through a site 

visit and ongoing discussions prior to any authority application being lodged. 

3.1 Concession applications 

Three concession applications have been received for consideration by the Board, one has 

had prior approval, having been changed to a ceremony only. The remaining two are for 

wedding ceremonies on the top of the escarpment where the model planes fly from.  

Officer assessment shows no major risk to the park and conditions can be applied to the 

concessions to control the activity, i.e. no confetti, anything brought to site is removed, 

parking in agreed areas. The applications are summarised in Attachment 1. 

3.2 Park Visitation 

 Tables below showing park visitation for the period 1 July 2019 to 30 June 2020 
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4. Whitireia Park Budget 2020/21 

The operating budget covers the day to day costs of maintaining the park. Toilet cleaning has been 

increased to a 7 day a week service, which reflects the high levels of daily use.  

No major capital works are planned for the year, the focus being on maintenance of park infrastructure 

and facilities. Revegetation activities have shifted from major weed control efforts to implementing 

the 6 hectare restoration project. 

    
OPEX EXPENSES  2020 2020 Notes 

Ranger's budget:    

WBS: 443/2000/1- Ranging    

63000 Ranger supplies         2,550   
63000 Toilet Repairs/Plumbing Supplies/ Cleaning         7,000  Moved to 7 day cleaning service 

63000 Toilet Supplies         2,000   
63300 Brochure reprint         2,500   
63600 Water Rates         5,000   
63605 Security         2,000   

      21,050   

    

WBS: 443/2000/7- Maintenance (R)    

63700 Roads         6,500   
63700 Fences         1,500   
63700 Mowing costs incl. fire breaks         5,500   

     13,500   

    

WBS: 443/2000/8 - Land Management    

63633 Jigsaw Property Fees             500   
63600 Rates         5,139   

Whitireia Park Board 28 August 2020, order paper - Work Programme update

11



 

WORK PROGRAMME UPDATE 28 AUGUST 2020  PAGE 7 OF 9 
 

       5,639   

    

WBS: 443/2000/5 - Revegetation    

65000 Planting - Onehunga Bay (WPRG contribution)         3,000   
65000 Revegetation of 6 hectare area, year 2 of 3      15,000   
     18,000   

    

Assets and Maintenance Team:    

WBS: 443/2000/3- Asset Management Opex    

63700 Building maintenance and repairs         2,010   
63620 Building exterior cleans    

63700 Tracks         6,000   
63700 Structures         1,500   
63700 Repair small equipment, furniture, signs and utilities            500   
63000 Replace small furniture, signs and utilities         2,808   
63700 Toilet repairs    

63700 Buildings maintenance (toilet)    

     12,818   

    

Total Operating Expenses (Excluding Staff Time)  $71,007  

    

Opex Revenue      

WBS: 443/2000/1- 53090 Concession fees         300            300   

 $300 $300  
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5. Biodiversity activities 

5.1 Pest animal control 

A night-time search of the Park for possums and rabbits was undertaken by staff in late 

June; none of either species was seen. The next search is scheduled for September.  

Following a Covid19 lockdown enforced pause, members of the Restoration Group have 

continued with their great work on controlling other pests (mice, rats, hedgehogs, weasels 

and stoats). 

5.2 Ecological weed control 

Ecological weed control work planned for the last financial year was completed in a rush 

following the Covid19 lockdown. However the aerial spraying had to wait for an appropriate 

weather window which only came in the last week of June. 

The results of last year’s weed control work will be assessed shortly and preparation of a 

work plan for this year’s work will follow. 

5.3 Restoration planting 

During the Covid19 lockdown we decided to engage Groundtruth to undertake the largest 

of the restoration group’s planned community plantings. This was a precautionary approach 

as at that time we didn’t know what restrictions would still be in place come planting time 

or how wary the community would be of coming together for such an event. Groundtruth 

planted 750 trees in the valley behind Onehunga Bay in early July. It was pleasing that the 

restoration group was able to involve the community in their other plantings. 

5.4 Key Native Ecosystem (KNE) site funding 

The Biodiversity department is proposing to spend $19,900 on managing biodiversity values 

within the Whitireia Park section of the Whitireia Coast KNE site in 2020-21. We propose to 

allocate funding as follows: 

Activity Funding 

Ecological weed control - in priority areas including coastal 

escarpments, wetlands and dunes 
$12,000 

Predator trapping – materials and support for the Restoration 

Group’s activity 
$1,700 

Rabbit and possum control by night shooting $3,200 

Support of the Restoration Group’s revegetation activities – 

plant purchase, and preparation and care of planting sites 
$3,000 
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6. Recommendation 

That the Board: 

1. Receives the report. 

2. Notes the contents of the report. 

3. Approves the park operational budgets for 2020/21, as set out in section 4 of the report. 

4. Approves the Whitireia Park permissions requests, as set out in Attachment 1. 

Report prepared by: Report prepared by: 

Wayne Boness Richard Romijn 
Principal Ranger Western, Parks, GWRC Team Leader, Biodiversity Management, GWRC 

Report approved by: Report approved by: 

Amanda Cox Tim Porteous 
Manager, Parks, GWRC Manager, Biodiversity, GWRC 
 
 
 
 

  

Attachment 1:  Whitireia Park Permissions Requests to August 21021 
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Attachment 1 to Work Programme update  

28 August 2020 

Table 1 - Whitireia Park Permission Applications 

Purpose: to seek approval of the Board for the following activities to take place on Whitireia Park 

Applications (have) been received by GWRC as follows: 

Activity name 

& description  

(e.g. Mac’s Ice 

Cream van – 

food vendor) 

Activity 

type  

(allowed, 

managed, 

restricted) 

 

Date of 

application  

Date of 

activity 

(start date – 

finish date 

including 

pack in & 

out) 

Time 

Critical 

Approval?  

Yes/ No 

Controversial or significant? Yes/ No EG 

- Exclusive use 

- High profile/ attracts attention 

- Sensitive site 

- Displaces others 

- Requires/ risks digging/ cutting/ 

trampling/ polluting 

- Potentially hazardous (including 

chemicals, firearms) 

- Potentially frightening or offending 

 

Proposed condition e.g. 

- No confetti, stakes, 

excavation, veg 

cutting 

- Site map (avoid 

significant 

cultural/heritage 

sites) 

- Timing 

- Insurance etc 

Wedding Party 

1 

 

UPDATED 

Managed December 2019 

 

ID-2031 

13/02/2021 No Exclusive use of the concrete pads area for 

reception that will be held in a marquee 

with 100 to 200 guests.  

 

CEREMONY ONLY NOW, NO RECEPTION 

Removal of all rubbish, no 

confetti, no fires. Parking 

plan and marshals.  

Wedding Party 

2 

Managed June 2020 

 

ID-2154 

27/02/2021 No Ceremony only on the grass at the top 

overlooking the ocean (model plane 

airstrip) 

50 – 100pax 

Removal of all rubbish, no 

confetti. 

Parking plan and 

marshals. 

Wedding Party 

3 

 

Managed 11 August 2020 

ID - 2227 

02/10/2020 No Ceremony only on the grass at the top 

overlooking the ocean (model plane 

airstrip) <30pax 

Removal of all rubbish, no 

confetti. 
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SUBJECT: Report for Whitireia Park Board meeting 28 August 2020 

AUTHOR: Erin Humphrey  

DATE OF MEETING: 28 August 2020 

SUBJECT: Board Accounts  

______________________________________________________________ 

1. Purpose 

To present to the Whitireia Park Board the management accounts for the period 1 July 

2019 to 30 June 2020 as attached. 

2. Background 

Income has been received from Titahi Bay Golf Club for lease of the land of $5,500. 

3. Costs 

Total costs paid by GW are $105,245, of which 47% are for GW staff time ($48,379) and 

31% are for project and material supplies ($32,253). 

4. Recommendation 

That the Board: 

1. Receives the report. 

2. Approves the content. 

Report prepared by: Report approved by: 

Erin Humphrey 

Management Accountant, Finance 

 

 

Amanda Cox 

Manager, Parks 
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Whitireia Park Board 

Statement Comprehensive Revenue and Expense 

for the period 1 July 2019 to 30 June 2020 

        

  

2018/19       

Full Year   

2019/20      

Full Year 

  

GW 

Entries 

2018/19 

Full Year 

  

GW 

Entries 

2019/20 

Full Year 

Income  $  

 

 $  

 

 $  

 

 $  

Water Rates                    -  

 

                  -  

 

         4,048  

 

         1,396  

Park Concessions                   -  

 

                  -  

 

            217  

 

            217  

Park Camping 

  

  

   

              43     

Lease          5,500  

 

         5,500  

 

                  -  

 

                  -  

Interest                70  

 

               50  

 

                  -  

 

                  -  

GWRC                   -                      -  

 

     107,357         103,589  

Total Income          5,570  

 

         5,550  

 

     111,622  

 

     105,245  

   

  

   

  

Expenditure  $  

 

 $  

 

 $  

 

 $  

Sundry                40  

 

                  -  

 

                  -  

 

                  -  

Depreciation          1,676  

 

         1,676  

 

                  -  

 

                  -  

Project Materials                   -  

 

                  -  

 

       16,175  

 

       32,254  

Freight                    -  

 

                  -  

 

               18  

 

                  -  

Printing                   -  

 

                  -  

 

         1,497  

 

         1,209  

Stationery                   -  

 

                  -  

 

               37  

 

                  -  

Rates                    -  

 

                  -  

 

         4,894  

 

         5,148  

Security                   -  

 

                  -  

 

         1,460  

 

                  -  

Repairs & Maintenance          2,228  

 

                  -  

 

            761  

 

         4,143  

Loose Tools & Minor Equipment                   -  

 

                  -  

 

                  -  

 

            146  

Advertising                   -  

 

                  -  

 

         1,765  

 

            341  

Contract Labour                    -  

 

                  -  

 

       18,624  

 

       13,246  

GWRC Staff Time                   -  

 

                  -  

 

       66,391  

 

       48,379  

IC Wairarapa Biosec                   -  

 

                  -  

 

                  -  

 

            380  

Total Expenditure          3,944             1,676  

 

     111,622         105,245  

   

  

   

  

Net Surplus / (Deficit)          1,626             3,874  

 

                  -                      -  
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Whitireia Park Board 

Balance Sheet as at 30 June 2020 

         30 Jun 2019    30 June 2020  

FUNDS AND RESERVES 

   

  

    

  

Accumulated Funds 

 

60,249 

 

61,875 

Net Surplus (Deficit) 

 

1,626 

 

3,874 

     
     TOTAL FUNDS AND RESERVES 

 

61,875 

 

65,750 

     Represented By: 

    

     CURRENT ASSETS 

    

     Current Account 

 

48,776 

 

54,700 

Sundry Debtors 

 

82 

 

82 

GST Receivable 

 

404 

 

404 

Total Current Assets 

 

49,262 

 

55,187 

     Fixed Assets 

 

285,806 

 

285,806 

Accumulated Depreciation 

 

       (273,153) 

 

(274,829) 

Total Fixed Assets 

 

12,653 

 

10,976 

     Total Assets 

 

61,915 

 

66,162 

     CURRENT LIABILITES 

    

     GST Payable 

 

- 

 

413 

Sundry Creditors 

 

40 

  Total Current Liabilities 

 

40 

 

413 

     Total Liabilities 

 

40 

 

413 

     

     NET ASSETS 

 

61,875 

 

65,750 
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 1 

Whitireia Park Restoration Group –  Report - August 2020 
 

Planting days during winter 2020  

Concerns around the impact of Covid on public planting days led to the restoration group to 

contract out the planting of one area (ephemeral stream link planting) in the gully up behind 

Onehunga Bay. Onehunga Valley 

On the 13th and 14th of July, contractors planted 700 plants for the group near the saddle on 

the Inland Valley track. Special thanks to Kim Broad and Hamish Carson of Ground Truth for 

making this happen. 

This corridor now stretches from Onehunga Bay adjacent to the track to the GWRC planting 

(after the 2010 fire) just below the saddle of the hill at the top of gully. 

 

 

On 19 July we hosted a public planting day at Kaiaua Bay. Just over 400 plants were added to 

the backdunes. A lovely fine day saw a good turnout of people. Special thanks to Sharli Jo 

and Te Raukura from Ngāti for the karakia and site observations on the day to provide 

guidance on any accidental archaeological site discovery.  
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 2 

 

 

The Global Conservation Volunteers of Wellington provided much need logistical support for 

a planting by students from Bishop Viard College at Kaitawa Point. Just beyond the bollards 

at the road end at Kaitawa point on the sea side of the walking track we reintroduced 

speargrass, Carex ’Raotest’, Pimelea prostrata and wharariki (coastal flax).  

We also planted these species and Melicytus crassifolius onto a track made by motorbikes 

that goes up to the saddle of the rise. The group carried lots of logs to the site and placed 

them to prevent motorbikes from running over the plants. A stunning blue day with no wind 

was a huge bonus for all of us. Huge thanks to the pupils, teachers and caregivers of Bishop 

Viard and the Wellington Global Volunteer supervisors Abhi and Joe. 

  

 

The last planting day on 2 August continued our project to plant around the edges of 

Onepoto estuary. This project is funded by Te Awarua-o-Porirua Harbour Catchment 

Environmental Restoration Grant to buffer the coastal edge of estuary from increased wave 

action in storm events and help create a barrier between the track and the estuary and help 
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 3 

protect coastal birds from dogs.  We had a really good turnout on a sunny calm day and got 

all the plants in the ground.  Again, our thanks to Sharli Jo and Te Raukura from Ngāti Toa for 

the karakia and site observation on the day. 

 

There are two limited planting events planned. One with a business group who will infill 

plant near the saddle behind Onehunga Bay on September 8 and a small back dune planting 

at Onehunga Bay with a group of students from Mana College in late August. 

Leptinella nana (Nationally Critical) 

The 2 Leptinella nana sites have been hand-weeded twice over the past six months. The 

extremely dry summer, autumn and winter are not good for this threatened species. It was 

so dry, I watered some of the sites as leaves were withering. Luckily, we got some good rain 

not long after. 

Some Olearia solandri has been planted close to the existing areas of Leptinella in Site 1 and 

eventually they will provide additional habitat for this species. 

Leptinella nana extent at one part of Site 1 

  

             2019        2020 
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Trapping 

Over a month of trapping was lost to the lock-down, most traps are now up to date. 

44 catches over the last 4 months and year to date is 99 catches. Most catches were rats and 

weasel. 

Some house-keeping has been done in the last month, sacks put down under the trapping 

boxes to suppress spring grass growth. 

Traps activation weights tested. Most traps have had trap number triangles replaced. 

Hours spent 35. 

 

Lizard Project 

Translocation of Ornate Skinks 

WPRG is very disappointed that despite support by the Whitireia Park Board, the planned 

ornate skink translocation has stalled because Ngāti Toa have declined to support the plan. 

Because the project had been approved by the Board, a lot of work by many volunteers to 

intensify predator control within the bush remnant and in a large buffer zone outside the 

bush, and a lot of planning and communications with various agencies and organisations has 

been undertaken. Despite frequent attempts, however, we have been unable to get any 

response from Ngāti Toa so we are unclear why they do not support the translocation.   

Monitoring on Escarpment 

A recent monitoring of tracking tunnels revealed zero mouse presence in Bay C.  Mice 

tracking in the control site is at 100% so this is an extremely pleasing result for Bay C and 

provides evidence that mice control can be effective. 
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A chance sighting, near the end of the day, of these two vehicles stuck in a wetland at 

Whitireia sparked a police call out with Wayne Boness also in attendance. Although the 

damage by these vehicles is very localised, the situation is similar to the demolition of the 

RNZ aerial a few years ago which changed a small area of the wetland’s hydrology and 

caused the local extinction of a native species. 

 

Some truly spectacular sunsets seen recently deserve to be shared…………. 
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Angus Hulme-Moir, Chris Gibbons, Edmund Stephen-Smith, Lisa Casasanto, Robyn Smith, 

Robert Stratford, Rob Hughes 

WPRG Coordinators 

August 2020
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