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SUBJECT Whitireia Park Board minutes 

WHEN Monday, 30 November 2015 at 9.18 am 

WHERE Puna Ora meeting room, Ngatitoa Street, Porirua 

Present

Jenny Brash  Barbara Donaldson (Chair)  Nigel Wilson  

           Taku Parai  Sharli-Jo Solomon                 

Taku Parai opened proceedings with a Karakia.

1 Apologies

Moved          (Parai / Brash) 

That the Board accepts the apology for absence from Jenny Ngarimu. 

The motion was CARRIED.

2 Public participation  

Gary Fowles, Transmission Manager, Radio New Zealand, gave an update on the removal of 
the T�tahi Bay radio mast. 

Hadleigh Pedler, Solicitor, Chapman Tripp, on behalf of Radio New Zealand, put forward a 
proposal regarding the land surrounding the radio mast. 

Graeme Ebbett and Tracey Waters, T�tahi Bay Residents Association, spoke to item 6 – the 
Whitireia Park Restoration Group update. 

3 Conflict of interest declarations  

There were no declarations of conflict of interest.

4 Confirmation of minutes  

Moved          (Wilson / Parai) 
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 That the Board confirms the minutes of the meetings of 22 May 2015 and 23 October 2015. . 

The motion was CARRIED. 

5 Approval of the Draft Whitireia Park Management Plan and Bylaws 2015  

 Fiona Colquhoun, Parks Planner, GWRC, spoke to the report.

Moved          (Donaldson / Parai) 

 That the Board: 

1. Receives the report. 

2. Notes the contents of the report and attachments. 

3. Approves the Whitireia Park Management Plan (Attachment 2), for presentation to the 
Department of Conservation delegate for approval. 

4. Approves the Whitireia Park Bylaws 2015 for presentation to the Minister of 
Conservation for approval (Attachment 2).  

5. Notes that the Whitireia Park Management Plan and the Whitireia Park Bylaws 2015 
will now be sent to the Department of Conservation and the Minister of Conservation 
for approval as required by the Reserves Act 1977 and become operational after notice 
of approval is received.

The motion was CARRIED.

6 Whitireia Park Restoration Group update – November 2015

Chris Gibbons spoke to the report and noted that the Group was continuing with the mouse 
monitoring project on the escarpment with self-setting traps.  The biggest concern was that 
the traps were being vandalised.  The Group has also purchased 20 predator traps to protect 
the lizard population with funding from the World Wildlife Fund.  The traps are to be 
installed on the escarpment.  The Group would like to install signs telling the public about 
their work with the lizards, and T�tahi Bay School had expressed an interest in doing these 
signs.

7 Work programme update

Wayne Boness, Principal Park Ranger, Western Parks Team, GWRC, spoke to the report. 

Moved         (Brash / Solomon) 

That the Board: 

1. Receives the report. 
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2. Notes the contents. 

The motion was CARRIED. 

Noted: The recently returned results from radiocarbon dating samples collected during 
August in Whitireia Park were discussed,

8 Draft Accounts 

Moved         (Wilson / Parai) 

That the Board:

1. Receives the report.

2. Notes the contents.

The motion was CARRIED. 

9 Whitireia Park Board meeting dates 2016 

Moved         (Donaldson / Parai) 

That the Board:

1. Receives the report.

2. Resolves its meeting schedule for 2016 as outlined in section 2 of this report.

The motion was CARRIED.

The meeting closed at 10.20am. 

Barbara Donaldson 

Chair, Whitireia Park Board 

Date:
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Whitireia Park Restoration Group 
Report to Board 14 February 2016 

Lizard project 

There are two components to the lizard project on the escarpment, a monitoring program and a 
rodent control program. 

 Monitoring: We initially started with a lizard survey in February 2015. The purpose was to see if we 
could detect regionally rare species such as spotted skink. It is possible that they are hanging on in 
Whitireia but in very low numbers. In 2015 we did not find any ‘new species’ in the Park. A report of 
our survey is available. We are currently in the middle of the 2016 survey but have failed to identify 
new species even though our survey has expanded to a new bay.  

 

 

Rodent Control: Rats, weasels and mice all have significant impacts on lizard populations. In 
conjunction with GW biodiversity and Goodnature Traps we have set up an intensive rodent control 
project that aims to reduce mice to low levels. By doing this we hope that lizard populations improve 
and in time people will see and hear them scuttling away. We have installed 40 traps in two different 
bays on the escarpment. Concurrently, we have installed 45 mice monitoring tunnels in 3 bays. We 
have one bay where we monitor mice but don’t control them. Over the last 5 months we have 
shown that the traps effectively keep mice and rat numbers to low levels compared to the site with 
no trapping. 
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This is a nationally significant study as little is known about the relationship between mice and lizard 
abundance. We will use our monitoring survey to determine whether our trapping project is 
successful over time 

Promotion 

Two members attended the Titahi Bay fair on 13 December 2015 promoting the work of the group. 
Angus borrowed live display geckos and many people were delighted to be able to handle them. We 
recruited nine new people for our mailing list. The group is also registered as a project on the 
Meetup website where we advertise work days and planting days and events. We often get people 
from other parts of the region turning up to events. http://www.meetup.com/Whitireia-Park-
Restoration-Porirua/ 

  
 

Our group was not approached by GWRC to hold an activity during the Great Outdoors programme 
this year.  
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Robyn and Angus spoke to the group’s submission on the Management plan. We look forward to 
receiving feedback on our submission. 

Progress of restoration sites: 

This summer we have had regular rain until mid-January. This has helped with the establishment and 
growth of our restoration plantings.  It also means grass and other weed species have grown equally 
well. The strong El Nino winds in spring and early summer have also blown a lot of sand into Kaiaua 
Bay. This sand is welcome as spinifex and pingao only grow well when fresh sand is deposited 
around the plants. The photos below illustrate how well the dunes at Kaiaua Bay are progressing. 

 
            Kaiaua Bay 2006 
 

 
                Kaiaua Bay 2016 
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Last winter we planted lizard, butterfly and invertebrate friendly plants on the escarpment. Some 
were planted down the escarpment and some on the lip of the escarpment. Many of the lip 
plantings have struggled however most have survived. The wind speed on this lip is accelerated as it 
flows up to the top of the slope. These plants have reduced their height but are growing wider closer 
to the ground.  Eventually they will form a low continuous cover and will provide food and habitat 
for native fauna. Lower down the slope the plants are growing very well. We will continue these 
plantings this winter.  

Maintenance work: 

One of the Leptinella nana sites was overgrown by rank grass and also native plant seedlings. His 
excluded light from the site and has severely reduced the spread of this Nationally Critical plant.  A 
party of seven worked for 3 hours to remove grass and weeds and provide clear areas for the plant 
to move into as it does like disturbed areas.  Although the Leptinella likes shaded areas it does not 
compete well with grasses and in very dense shade.  The other site is doing well and last winter 
native plants were planted around the edge of the site to provide light shade. Most of the shade 
plants had been destroyed by cattle before they were removed from the park following the 2010 
fire. Many thanks to Kim (biodiversity officer) for attending and for the equipment supplied by Gary 
(park ranger). 

 

  
Leptinella nana site 2016 

 

Sustainable harvest: 

The group has established p�ngao and spinifex over many years in the dunes at Onehunga Bay and 
Kaiaua Bay. We believe the p�ngao can now be harvested sustainably and would like to offer Ng�ti 
Toa this source of weaving material. A collection permit would also be required from GWRC. If 
weavers would like to harvest p�ngao, we would be keen to meet up with them to discuss this. We 
have previously noticed that the swamp flax planted at Onehunga Bay is regularly harvested. We 
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would be interested to know if this has been approved as we would like to be consulted when any 
collection permit application 

Issues: 

Robyn reported this car to Gary the ranger which had tried to drive along the walking track between 
Te Onepoto estuary and the Te Onepoto boat sheds. This incident illustrates why the road should be 
stopped at the end of the boat sheds to stop vehicles accessing the park. From time to time there 
are wheel marks through the Te Onepoto estuary. This is a very important estuary for native fish, 
birds (including spoonbill, terns, gulls and herons) and has intact estuarine plants including salt 
marsh species. These species are easily damaged by impacts of vehicles. We request that further 
talks are held with Porirua City Council on this issue and that this is resolved quickly. Perhaps a 
financial contribution to the cost of stopping the road would be helpful. 

The group are concerned that contracts have yet to be issued for site preparation for next winters 
planting or for control of weed species in restoration plantings. Although this was discussed with the 
biodiversity officer and park ranger in October 2015, our understanding is that the work is yet to be 
contracted out. It is essential that this is resolved as soon as possible. 

 

 

 

Volunteer hours: 

Month Trapping Lizard 
project 

Seed 
collection Maintenance Promotion Admin Total Hrs 

2015-16               
December 23   6   6 6 41 

January 23 2 9 21   3 58 

 

 
Robyn Smith 
WPRG Coordinator 
robsmithii@xtra.co.nz 
027 437 2497 
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3) WORK PROGRAMME UPDATE PAGE 1 OF 5 

SUBJECT: Report for Whitireia Park Board meeting 26 February 2016 

AUTHOR: Wayne Boness, Principal Ranger and Kim Broad, Biodiversity Officer 

DATE 15 February 2016 

SUBJECT: Work programme update  

______________________________________________________________

1. Purpose 
To provide the Whitireia Park Board (the Board) with an update on the implementation of 
the annual work programme at Whitireia Park (the Park) and progress action points from 
the last meeting. 

2. Background 
A programme of work for the 2015-16 financial year was approved by the Board at its 
meeting on 21 August 2015. 

3. Biodiversity management 
3.1 Pest animal control 

The Whitireia Park Restoration Group (the Restoration Group) has continued to poison rats 
and trap predators such as stoats and hedgehogs. A record of the number of pests trapped in 
the last three months is contained in the Restoration Group’s separate report. The 
Restoration Group’s input into pest animal control across the Park and particularly in the 
Key Native Ecosystem site (KNE) continues to be of great value.

Two night shoots of rabbits and searches for any possums that may have moved into the 
Park were carried out in December and February. A small number of rabbits were seen; one 
of them shot, and no possums were found. Since grazing ceased it has been very difficult to 
sight and shoot rabbits as they are able to easily and quickly disappear into the long un-
grazed grass on the edges of tracks and other mown areas. To try to get around this 
problem, which also exists at other parks, GWRC has purchased thermal imagery 
equipment which will make it possible to view and shoot rabbits that are otherwise hidden 
in the long grass. The equipment was trialled during the February night shoot without too 
much success; only several rats and a cat were sighted. We hope that with more experience 
with the equipment it will allow us to better control rabbits and find any possums within the 
park.

A bait station was installed near where a member of the Restoration Group found several 
clumps of possum droppings. The bait station will be checked for any consumption of the 
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3) WORK PROGRAMME UPDATE PAGE 2 OF 5 

bait which could indicate that the possum has been poisoned. However rats and mice may 
also feed from the station. 

3.2 Ecological weed control 
Contractors have started this year’s work on controlling (cutting and stump poisoning, and 
spraying) woody ecological weeds in three areas of the coastal escarpment. Species that 
will be controlled include boxthorn, boneseed, wattle, gorse, karo, puhutakawa, Spanish 
heath and pampas. The focus of this year’s work is three-fold: 

• Re-working areas previously controlled to pick up re-growing and new plants 

• Controlling weeds to improve habitat for lizards 

• Starting control of Spanish heath which is beginning to spread quickly from a dense 
infestation on the coastal escarpment 

GWRC staff supported a weeding-bee carried out by the Restoration Group in January. The 
work focused on removing grasses, climbers and even some native shrubs from around one 
colony of the nationally critically threatened plant Leptinella nana (the colony is less than a 
square metre in size). With more light and bare ground to colonise it is hoped that the plant 
will increase its extent. The Restoration Group also did some cutting and stump poisoning 
of boneseed and karo on the slopes between the coastal escarpment and the road but 
quickly discovered that this is a far bigger job than they can manage on their own. 

4. Parks Planning  
The Minister of Conservation, The Honourable Maggie Barry approved the Whitireia Park 
Bylaws 2015 on 9 February 2016. Department of Conservation (delegated) approval of the 
Draft Whitireia Park Management Plan has taken place at a local level and official 
notification of approval is expected before the end of February. 

After approval of the draft management plan is received, the plan and bylaws will be 
updated to remove the word ‘draft’ and published on the GWRC website and information 
provided for the Ngati Toa Rangatira website. A letter acknowledging the approval of the 
plan and bylaws will be drafted and sent to all submitters to the draft management plan. 
Further communications will be undertaken as required. 

Delivery of management plan priorities continues via the annual Parks Operational Plan.  

5. Revegetation 
A follow up aerial spraying operation will be undertaken late March/early April to control 
gorse and pampas. Public notification and a neighbour letter drop will be undertaken ahead 
of this operation with no works being undertaken on weekends or public holidays. Fire 
break planting completed last winter is showing good signs of growth with a high survival 
rate. Planning for 2016 firebreak plantings is confirmed with a local contractor having been 
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3) WORK PROGRAMME UPDATE PAGE 3 OF 5 

engaged to undertake site preparation and planting. Planning is underway for next winter’s 
community restoration plantings. This currently involves working with the Restoration 
Group to identify and prepare planting sites. 

6. General park management 
6.1 Ranger service 

The hot summer days have seen the park be extremely busy as people make the most of the 
settled weather. Overall visitor behaviour has been very good with only a few people 
spoken to. The Park Ranger continues to address off road motorised use where required. 
With additional “light no fires” signs in place, instances of beach fires have reduced. We 
are keeping a close eye on the fire danger and undertaking patrols to ensure compliance. 

Construction of the Pou car park development has been rescheduled until March/April 2016 
to ensure minimal inconvenience to park visitors. Some minor adjustments have been made 
to the design with the main change being the removal of the parking island. We will look at 
removing the cattle stop which will improve traffic flow in and out of the carpark area. 

We expect to cut the long grass in places accessible by tractor to produce stock baleage in 
coming weeks. This will tidy the grass areas up and if re-growth allows we will cut hay 
later in the season. This is a cost neutral operation as the sale will fund the additional 
machinery required to capture bales. However it will reduce staff time to mow grass, bring 
down the fire risk and should make the park look more attractive. To ensure we have 
identified any sensitive sites a visit was undertaken with the Restoration Group and the 
contractor to ensure any of these sites were pointed out. This operation was delayed until 
after the radio mast demolition.  

On that subject, Parks staff worked closely with Radio New Zealand (RNZ) staff and 
contractors on operational details in relation to the mast removal. The Park will need be 
closed on days when undertaking the various stages of the project. Our key message to 
RNZ has been around visitor safety and communication. RNZ are being very proactive in 
providing updates to us and the local community. 

The MOU with the Restoration Group is close to being finalised with comment now having 
been received back from the group. 

6.2 Park assets 
We have noticed a marked lift in service from PCC’s toilet cleaning contractors which has 
been well received. 

Vandalism has been at a low level with the main damage having been to toilet roll holders. 

The ongoing maintenance programme is progressing with track cutbacks and weed spraying 
completed around tracks/amenity areas and roads. Mowing of the high use areas continues; 
with the hot dry weather grass growth has slowed considerably. 
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3) WORK PROGRAMME UPDATE PAGE 4 OF 5 

It is interesting to reflect that in February 2010 we were greeted with the scene below. 
Following the dedicated efforts of many people and with the help of nature, we have made 
considerable progress in restoring a lot of the values that were damaged by the fire. 
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3) WORK PROGRAMME UPDATE PAGE 5 OF 5 

7. Recommendation 
That the Board: 

1. Receives the report. 

2. Notes the contents. 

Report prepared by: Report approved by: 

Wayne Boness 
Principal Ranger 

Kim Broad 
Biodiversity Officer 

Report approved by: Report approved by: 

Amanda Cox 
Manager, Parks 

Tim Porteous 
Manager, Biodiversity department 
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4) WPB AUDIT 30 JUNE 2015  PAGE 1 OF 2 

SUBJECT: Report for Whitireia Park Board meeting 26 February 2015 

AUTHOR: Vera Li, Assistant Accountant, Corporate Services 

DATE 1 February 2016 

SUBJECT: Audit of Whitireia Park Board for the year ended 30 June 2015 

______________________________________________________________

1. Purpose 
To advise the Whitireia Park Board (the Board) of the results of the audit of Board accounts 
to the year ended 30 June 2015. 

2. Background 
As part of our Agency Agreement under Financial Services, Greater Wellington manages 
the Board’s finances and arranges an annual audit.

The Board’s accounts were audited by Audit New Zealand and signed off by Councillor 
Barbara Donaldson, Chairperson of the Whitireia Park Board.  

Attached are the relevant documents: 

• Audit Arrangements Letter 

• Independent Auditor’s Report 

• Financial Statements for the year ended 30 June 2015 

3. Communication 

No external communications are required as a result of this report. 
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4) WPB AUDIT 30 JUNE 2015  PAGE 2 OF 2 

4. Recommendation 

That the Board: 

1. Receives the report, and 

2. Notes the contents of the report. 

Report prepared by: Report approved by: 

Vera Li 
Assistant Accountant, Corporate Services 
Greater Wellington Regional Council   

Nigel Corry
General Manager, Environment Management Group
Greater Wellington Regional Council 

Attachments: Audit Arrangements Letter 
  Independent Auditor’s Report 
  Financial Statements for the year ended 30 June 2015    
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5) WPB ACCOUNTS  PAGE 1 OF 4 

SUBJECT: Report for Whitireia Park Board meeting 26 February 2016 

AUTHOR: Vera Li 

DATE 12 February 2016 

SUBJECT: Board Accounts 

______________________________________________________________

1. Purpose 
To present to the Whitireia Park Board the management accounts for the first seven months 
of financial year 2015-2016 as attached.

2. Income 
Income has been received from Titahi Bay Golf Club for lease of the land $4,125.00. 

Greater Wellington Regional Council (Greater Wellington) pays the water rates for 
Whitireia Park and then claims 90% from Titahi Bay Golf Club. This is showing as Water 
Rates Income of $402.72 under the GWRC entries column.  

3. Costs 
Total costs paid by Greater Wellington are $108,554.  44% of the total costs is Greater 
Wellington staff time ($48,210). 

4. Bank Account 
The bank account balance at end of January was $34,396.79 CR.

5. Annual Account for FY2014-2015 
Audit New Zealand has completed the audit of Whitireia Park Board for the year 
ended 30 June 2015.  They are satisfied that the financial statements fairly reflected the 
Park Board’s activities for the year and its financial position at the end of the year.

A separate report and supporting documents is included with the Board papers.
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5) WPB ACCOUNTS  PAGE 2 OF 4 

6. Recommendation 
That the Board: 

1. Receives the report. 

2. Notes the contents. 

Report prepared by:  Report prepared by: 

Vera Li 
Assistant Accountant 

Amanda Cox 
Manager, Parks department 

Report approved by:  

Nigel Corry 
General Manager, Environment Management 
group
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5) WPB ACCOUNTS  PAGE 3 OF 4 

2014/15    
Full Year

2015/16    
YTD

GW Entries 
2014/15 
Full Year

GW Entries 
2015/16 

YTD

Income $ $ $ $
Water Rates -                 -                 4,971         403            
Park Concessions -                 -                 1,330         -                 
Lease 5,500         4,125         -                 -                 
Interest 71              64              -                 -                 
GWRC -                 -                 97,094      73,449      
Total Income 5,571         4,189         103,396    73,852      

Expenditure $ $ $ $
Sundry 40              40              -                 -                 
Depreciation 1,771         468            -                 -                 
Project Materials -                 -                 30,426      13,707      
Printing -                 -                 1,205         1,876         
Rates -                 -                 4,792         2,567         
Advertising -                 -                 600            304            
Contract Labour -                 -                 7,769         7,188         
GWRC Staff Time -                 -                 58,603      48,210      
Total Expenditure 1,811         508            103,396    73,852      

Net Surplus / (Deficit) 3,760         3,680         -                 -                 

Statement Comprehensive Revenue and Expense
for the Seven Months to 31 January 2016
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5) WPB ACCOUNTS  PAGE 4 OF 4 

30 Jun 2015 31 Jan 2016
FUNDS AND RESERVES

Accumulated Funds 46,055          49,815          
Net Surplus (Deficit) 3,760            3,680            

TOTAL FUNDS AND RESERVES 49,815          53,495          

Represented By:

CURRENT ASSETS

Current Account 30,474          34,397          
Sundry Debtors 25                  50                  
GST Receivable -                     -                     
Total Current Assets 30,500          34,447          

Fixed Assets 285,806        285,806        
Accumulated Depreciation (266,451) (266,918)
Total Fixed Assets 19,355          18,888          

Total Assets 49,855          53,335          

CURRENT LIABILITES

GST Payable 0                    (206)
Sundry Creditors 40                  45                  
Total Current Liabilites 40                  (161)

Total Liabilites 40                  (161)

NET ASSETS 49,815          53,496          

Whitireia Park Board
Balance Sheet as at 31 January 2016
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