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SUBJECT Whitireia Park Board minutes 

WHEN Friday, 22 May 2015 at 9.21am 

WHERE Puna Ora meeting room, Ngatitoa Street, Porirua 

Present

Jenny Brash  Barbara Donaldson (Chair)  Nigel Wilson (from 9.22am) 

Jenny Ngarimu           Taku Parai                 

Taku Parai opened proceedings with a Karakia.

            The chair welcomed new Board member, Jenny Ngarimu, to the meeting.  

1 Apologies

Moved (Parai / Brash) 

That the Board accepts the apology for absence from Reina Solomon. 

The motion was CARRIED.

2 Conflict of interest declarations  

There were no declarations of conflict of interest. 

3 Confirmation of minutes 

Moved (Wilson / Brash) 

That the Board confirms the minutes of the meeting of 27 February 2015.

The motion was CARRIED.

4 Whitireia Park Restoration Group Report-May 2015 

           Angus Hulme-Moir, member of the Whitireia Park Restoration Group, spoke to the report.
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The Board noted the ongoing pest control and planting undertaken by the restoration group 
and the installation of 20 penguin boxes, which will be in place before the nesting season. A 
comprehensive investigation of lizard populations on the Western escarpment is also taking 
place, following a comprehensive lizard survey funded by ECOGecko consultants in 2014. 
The Board commended the efforts made by the group to promote public participation and 
pointed out that there was further potential to engage youth in restoration efforts.

5 Work Programme Update

Wayne Boness, Principal Ranger Western, and Kim Broad, Biodiversity Officer spoke to the 
report.

The Board was informed that substantial predator control was continuing to be undertaken by 
the restoration group. It was noted that the work of the restoration group was very important 
to the overall management of the park, given the significant costs that would be involved in 
engaging external contractors to do the work. 

An annual audit of all predator traps had also been completed by biosecurity staff. 

Mr Boness advised that twice as much fire-break planting had been done compared with 
what was planned.

Moved                                                                                                       (Wilson/ Parai)

That the Board: 

1. Receives the report. 

2. Notes the content of the report. 

The motion was CARRIED. 

6 Proposed Work Programme for 2015/16 

           Wayne Boness, Principal Ranger Western, Greater Wellington Regional Council and 
Amanda Cox, Manager, Parks, spoke to the report.  

The Board was informed that the Work Programme for 2015/2016 mainly involved a 
‘Business as usual’ approach. The construction of the Pou carpark was one notable 
development which would be completed later in the year. Also, the high survival rate of 
revegetative planting (over 90%) in the burn area was noted.

Moved (Wilson/ Brash)

That the Board: 

1. Receives the report. 
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2. Notes the content of the report. 

The motion was CARRIED. 

7 Approval of the Draft Whiteria Park Management Plan and Bylaws 2015 

Amanda Cox, Manager, Parks; Sharon Lee, Parks Planner; Wayne Boness, Principal Ranger 
Western; Fiona Colquhoun, Parks Planner and Luke Troy, Manager, Corporate Planning, all 
spoke to the report. 

The Board considered that the provisions allowing for stock grazing in some areas of the 
park should be removed from the draft plan. The processes for determining park closure 
because of fire and other risks are identified in the plan (Policy 26) and a specific action for 
installation of a gate below Kaitawa Pou was supported as a fire risk reduction measure. A 
provision that maps would be enlarged and clarified in order to aid public understanding of 
the park should also be added.

The Board discussed the issues of fire and barbecue use in the park. It considered that the 
proposed provision in the plan was acceptable, and that it was sufficient to ban all fires and 
barbecue use except for gas barbecues. It was also noted that new bylaws would be put in 
place for dog-walking and that keeping all dogs on a leash would be required in the 
Onehunga Bay beach and picnic area and on the inland track, but otherwise dogs may be off-
leash (but under control at all times). The need for park management to retain control of the 
layout of the tracks was emphasised by the board.  

Moved                                                                                                     (Parai/ Brash) 

           That the Board: 

1.  Receives the report. 

2.  Notes the contents of the report and attachments. 

3.  Approves the Draft Whitireia Park Management Plan for two month’s public 
consultation (Attachment 1) with the following amendments: 

- Provisions allowing for stock grazing in the park are removed.

- Processes for determining park closure for fire risk to be referenced.

- Maps to be enlarged and clarified to aid public understanding. 

 and subject to formatting and minor editorial changes agreed to by the Chairperson.  

4. Approves the Draft Whitireia Park Bylaws 2015 for notification and public consultation 
(Attachment 2) concurrently with the Draft Whitireia Park Management Plan.  
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5. Notes that public notification and consultation will begin within a month following this 
meeting and that a minimum of two months to receive comments is required under the 
Reserves Act 1977 for a management plan. 

6. Resolves that at the next meeting of the Board, submissions on the draft management plan 
and bylaws will be heard and deliberated on by the Board.  

8 Approval of Whiteria Parks audited financial statements

Amanda Cox, Manager, Parks spoke to the report.

Moved (Wilson/ Parai) 

That the Board: 

1. Receives the report. 

2. Notes the contents. 

3. Approves the attached letter of representation and the audited financial statements for the 
year ended 30 June 2014. 

4. Authorises the Board Chairperson and one Board member to sign the documents 

The motion was CARRIED. 

9 March Accounts 

Amanda Cox, Manager, Parks, spoke to the report.  

Moved (Wilson /Brash) 

That the Board: 

That the Board: 

1. Receives the report. 

2. Notes the content of the report. 

The motion was CARRIED.

Noted: The board requested officers to consider providing information relating to officer and 
volunteer time applied to Whitireia Park.  

The meeting closed at 11.39am 
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Barbara Donaldson 

(Chair, Whitireia Park Board) 
Date:
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Whitireia Park Restoration Group 

Report to the Whitireia Park Board – August 2015 

Planting 

Three successful public planting days were held over June and July with 2600 plants put in 
the ground.  The weather was kind to us this year, which contributed to good numbers of 
people turning up to the planting days.  Our first planting day was a continuation of the 
planting of the back dune and wetland area at Kaiaua Bay. We have now achieved our 
objective at Kaiaua Bay. Although another 1,000 or so plants could be incorporated into this 
area, we have re-introduced a huge number and diversity of back dune species. Nature will 
now take over in this area and spread the seed of theses plantings around. We will continue 
to control aggressive weeds species. 

Our second day was planting on the western escarpment just below the tops using low 
shrubs species which are good lizard habitat/food species. These include highly nectivorous 
species such as thick-leaved mahoe (Melicytus crassifolius) and matagouri (Discaria 
toumatou). 

Our third and final day was revegetating three gullies alongside the coastal loop track just 
behind Onehunga Bay. 300 plants were planted in this area and we hope to extend this next 
year as far as the saddle behind Onehunga Bay. One of our aims is to restore a vegetated 
corridor between Onehunga Bay and the Te Onepoto stream valley. 

We would like to thank the ranger Gary Wheaton for delivering plants and also Kim Broad 
from GWRC biodiversity for his interest and assistance on our final planting day. 

Planning for next year’s planting is underway.  Sites have been selected, with plant species 
and numbers still to be firmed up.  The map attached to this report shows this and next 
years proposed sites.  

Pest Control 

A joint project between our group, GWRC and Wellington based predator trap manufactures 
Goodnature started in July.  This involves the monitoring the mouse population on the 
escarpment and subsequent control of these pests using gas powered self-setting traps.  
The idea is to determine if this is an effective method of controlling the mouse population.  
As mice predate lizards, it is hoped this trial method could be used to protect and enhance 
the escarpment lizard population. 
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On the left, our mouse monitoring tunnels located on the escarpment.  The photo on the right 
shows the Goodnature self-setting traps to be used in our mouse trial. 

Using the knowledge we have gained from predator work in the park over the last 4 years, 
we have put forward a proposal to GWRC regarding a more targeted approach to pest 
control.  In short, our proposal involves: 

1. Conducting predator control with clear goals in mind  
2. Targeting areas of high biodiversity for the protection of existing fauna 
3. Introducing other methods of pest control, and boosting the presence of existing 

methods in some areas 

A copy of this proposal is available on request.  Currently we are awaiting comment from 
the GWRC biodiversity on this plan. 

Bait stations within the park were replenished in July.  Pest numbers trapped in our DOC 200 
network for the last three months are listed below 

• Rat = 9 
• Hedgehog = 0 
• Mustelid = 3 stoats 
• Other = 10 mice 
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Other Issues 

A Masters student is looking to assist a community group with formulating a restoration 
plan as part of her course work.  It is hoped that we can grasp this opportunity to formulate 
a plan looking 5 years ahead, with regard to restoration planting, predator work and weed 
control. 

An application was recently submitted to WWF.  We have applied for funding to assist with 
weed control work on the escarpment and purchase additional predator control traps.  This 
funding also comprises money for a story board to enable park users to understand the 
work going on and reduce trap/monitoring hardware interference.  

The restoration group is looking forward to seeing the upcoming aerial gorse control 
operation completed.  We have a vested interest in the success of this spraying, as we 
would like to start restoration planting adjacent to the Onepoto Stream over the coming 
years.   This plan would rely on comprehensive gorse control within the catchment. 

 

Chris Gibbons 
Whitireia Park Restoration Group 

onehungabay@gmail.com 

027 478 8106 

 

Attachment: Planting map for 2015/16 
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SUBJECT: Report for Whitireia Park Board meeting 21 August 2015 

AUTHOR: Wayne Boness, Kim Broad and Fiona Colquhoun  

DATE 13 August 2015 

SUBJECT: Work programme update  

______________________________________________________________

1. Purpose 
To provide the Whitireia Park Board (the Board) with an update on the implementation of 
the annual work programme at Whitireia Park and progress action points from the last 
meeting. 

2. Background 
A programme of work for the 2014/15 financial year was approved by the Board at its 
meeting on 22 August 2014. 

3. Draft Whitireia Park Management Plan and Whitireia Park Bylaws 
2015
The public consultation stage for draft plan and bylaws commenced on Friday 29 June and 
concludes on Friday 28 August, a two month period as required by the Reserves Act 1977.  
To date promotion of the plan and opportunity to review it and submit feedback has 
included:

• Information, draft plan, flyer and feedback form on the GW website and the Ngati Toa 
Rangatira website

• Direct mail of a combined promotional flyer and feedback form to 500 residents living 
closest to the park 

• Erection of six temporary signs at park entrances and within Whitireia Park and park 
brochure racks stocked with the combined flyer/ feedback form.  

• Printed copies of the plan available in the GWRC office, Porirua City Council libraries 
in Porirua and at Titahi Bay, Porirua City Council office, Ngati Toa office.

• Letters and copies of the plan and feedback form to individual key stakeholders and 
key agencies 
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• Direct email notification to all park stakeholder and others who have an interest in the 
park

• Promotion in the Kapi Mana News  via the GW ‘Our Region’ section and PCC news 
section

• Newspaper notices – Kapi Mana News and the Dominion Post 

• Promotional poster in local shop windows and the golf clubhouse notice boards 

• A ‘park chat’ in the park at Onehunga Bay picnic area on Sunday 19 July timed to 
coincide with the conclusion of Whitireia Restoration Group planting activities. 
Approximately 30 discussions were held. The next ‘park chat’ will be Saturday 22 
August.

• A site meeting with kitesurfing representative to discuss the practical needs for safety 
undertaking this activity in the park. 

As at 3 August sixteen submissions have been received, all positive and the majority from 
the paragliding/ kitesurfing community. 

At the conclusion of the public display period, submissions will be reviewed, summarised 
and a Board report prepared with recommended changes. If any submitters wish to have their 
submissions heard by the board, a submissions hearing will be convened. After the Board’s 
consideration of submissions and the Officers’ report the final plan and bylaws will then 
prepared and presented for approval at the next Park Board meeting.  

4. Biodiversity Management 
4.1 Pest animal control 

The Whitireia Park Restoration Group (the Restoration Group) has continued to poison rats 
and trap predators such as stoats and hedgehogs. A record of the number of pests trapped in 
the last three months is contained in the Restoration Group’s separate report. The 
Restoration Group’s input into pest animal control across the Park and particularly in the 
Key Native Ecosystem (KNE) continues to be of great value.  

The Restoration Group has prepared a proposal and has applied for funds to increase pest 
control in some areas of the KNE site. Some of the objectives of this proposal are to protect 
the habitats of lizards and coastal bird species, and improve the nesting success of common 
forest birds. GW staff is currently reviewing the proposal. In the future it is important that 
Parks, Biodiversity and the Restoration Group have discussed any funding proposal and are 
in agreement before the funding proposal is finalised and submitted.  

A night shoot of rabbits and search for any possums that may have moved into the Park is 
was carried out in May. Only two rabbits were seen, one of them was shot. Rabbits appear 
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to be in fairly low numbers currently which is probably due to most of the grass in the Park 
being long and unsuitable feed for rabbits.

Although no possums were observed during the night search, a lump of possum dropping 
was recently found on top of a low growing shrub on the coastal escarpment by a 
Restoration Group member. Added emphasis will be paid to searching this area during the 
next night search which is due later this month. However it is thought that any possum 
turning up in the Park is likely to be a young male in search of a mate and will continue to 
move through and out of the Park, if not encountering a bait station and its demise on its 
way.

4.1.1 Lizard habitat protection project 
The Restoration Group’s lizard habitat protection project is underway. This project involves 
controlling mice using self re-setting mouse traps within a one hectare area where 
populations of raukawa gecko and northern grass and copper skink are known to exist. The 
Restoration Group are carrying out mouse population monitoring to assess the effectiveness 
of the control method. GWRC compliments the Restoration Group’s on their tenacity to 
carry out this work on the steep and rocky environment of the site. 

4.2 Environmental weed control 
Ecological weed control within the Key Native Ecosystem will progress in accordance with 
the KNE plan. The details of the control work that will be carried out this year are still to be 
defined but will include: 

• A continuation of weed control on the coastal escarpment  

• Fine scale weed control around populations of threatened and rare native plants 

• Control of three weed species that have the potential to spread widely but are currently 
in low numbers and therefore able to be eliminated before they spread 

• Control of blackberry that is spreading into the edges of Te Onepoto Stream estuary. 

4.3 Revegetation 
The Restoration Group have very successfully completed their plantings for the year. The 
Restoration Group did a great job of organising the plantings which included advertising on 
a social engagement type website resulting in good numbers attending. 

A follow up aerial spraying operation will be undertaken in the spring, this will follow up 
on gorse and pampas control undertaken earlier last year. Public notification and a 
neighbour letter drop will be undertaken ahead of this operation. 

Fire break planting for 2015 has been completed, approximately 1,800 square metres of a 
steep area adjoining Gloaming Hill has been planted in low flammability species. Recent 

17



1512256-V1 PAGE 4 OF 5 

checks show good survival at this early stage, a release spray will be undertaken in spring 
to control any grass and weed growth. 

Planning for 2016 firebreak plantings is underway with a contractor currently pricing the 
planned area for site preparation, plant supply and planting. 

5. General park management 
5.1 Ranger service 

The Park Ranger continues to address off road motorised recreation with warning letters 
sent to people caught using vehicles and motorbikes off-road, compared to this time last 
year the amount of interventions has halved. A stolen car was dumped on the edge of the 
road and set on fire, this was extinguished by the Fire Service. Negotiations with the owner 
and their insurance company had removed a few days later. 

Construction of the Pou car park development has been rescheduled until early 2016 to 
allow the entire project to be completed at once during settled summer weather conditions 
and to be included in the draft management plan process. We continue work on the 
necessary consent applications to undertake the full project. 

Planning is underway to cut long grass in places accessible by tractor to produce stock 
baleage. This will tidy the grass areas up before summer and if re-growth allows we will 
cut hay. This is a cost neutral operation as the additional machinery required to capture 
bales, although it will reduce staff time to cut grass and will have benefits for fire 
management and aesthetic values in the park. 

Assistance has been given to support the Whitireia Restoration Groups planting programme 
to shift plants to sites ahead of planting days. 

5.2 Park assets 
Some minor vandalism in the toilet block required soap dispensers to be replaced. Some 
minor graffiti has been left on the toilets, luckily these persons used water based paint 
making removal a simpler task.  

Some minor painting maintenance has been completed on the toilet exterior. 

New signs have been produced to reinforce the no off road, no camping and no fires 
message. These will replace the old DOC signs that have been damaged and in need of 
replacement 

The May storms damaged a section of boundary fence, we are working with the neighbour 
to reinstate this on a cost share basis.  

Work is underway on improving surfaces on sections of the Te Onepoto Track coastal 
section with archaeological authority now issued. This work will take around 6 weeks to 
complete, although the wet winter weather may extend this. 
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The ongoing preventative maintenance programme is progressing with track cutbacks and 
weed spraying around tracks/amenity areas and roads completed. 

Concept planning for the installation of picnic tables and a sign kiosk is underway, it is 
hoped the picnic tables will be installed before the summer season. We are working with 
the landscape architect to look at how we can improve/tidy the site around the middle 
island in the Onehunga Bay car park. If we can achieve any operational savings throughout 
the year this would be the highest priority to invest the savings into. 

5.3 Park development 
The latest draft of the Whitireia Park Restoration Group Memorandum of Understanding is 
in the final stages of development and is expected to be approved in the next couple of 
months

6. Recommendation 
That the Board: 

1. Receives the report. 

2. Notes the contents. 

Report prepared by: Report approved by: 

Wayne Boness
Principal Ranger

Kim Broad 
Biodiversity Officer

Report prepared by: 

Fiona Colquhoun
Parks Planner 
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SUBJECT: Report for Whitireia Park Board meeting 21 August 2015 

AUTHOR: Vera Li    

DATE 21 August 2015 

SUBJECT: Board accounts   

______________________________________________________________ 

1. Purpose 
To present to the Whitireia Park Board the management accounts for the end of financial 
year June-2015 as attached.  

2. Income 
Income has been received from Titahi Bay Golf Club for lease of the land $5,500. 

Under the GW columns Income from Water Rates of $4,971 is 90% of Water Rates that 
Titahi Bay Gold Club paid to GWRC for paying the Water Rates too PCC in full.  In effect 
it is reimbursement of expenses paid by GW. 

Income from Parks Concession is 1,330.44. 

3. Costs 
The main cost is depreciation on assets which is a non-cash expense. 

Total costs paid by GW are $97,094.08.   

4. Bank Account 
The bank account balance at end of June was $32,055.66 CR. 

As provided for in Section 3 of the Agreement, certain costs incurred on behalf of the 
Board will be directly charged to the Board’s bank account but so far none have been.  
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5. Recommendation 
That the Board: 

1. Receives the report. 

2. Notes the contents. 

Report prepared by: Report approved by: 

Vera Li  
Project Administrator  

Amanda Cox 
Manager, Parks department 

Report approved by: 
 

Nigel Corry 
General Manager, Environmental Management 
group 
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2014 2015
GW Entries 

2014
GW Entries 

2015
Income $ $ $ $
Water Rates -                 -                 5,325         4,971         
Park Concessions -                 -                 1,396         1,330         
Lease 5,500         5,500         -                 -                 
Interest 54              46              -                 -                 
GW Funding -                 -                 220,777    97,094      
Total Income 5,554         5,546         227,498    103,396    

Expenditure $ $ $ $
Sundry 34              -                 -                 -                 
Depreciation Expense 4,664         1,771         -                 -                 
Proj Materials/Suppl - 63000 -                 -                 26,351      31,854      
Freight - 63010 -                 -                 29              (56)
Chemicals (General) - 63100 -                 -                 -                 -                 
Printing - 63300 -                 -                 1,680         1,205         
Photocopying - 63315 -                 -                 -                 -                 
Postage & Couriers - 63325 -                 -                 -                 -                 
Councillors' Fees - 63500 -                 -                 2,347         -                 
Rates - 63600 -                 -                 4,821         4,792         
Security - 63605 -                 -                 138            -                 
Cleaning & Toiletrie - 63620 -                 -                 450            -                 
Meeting - Non Councl - 63628 -                 -                 458            -                 
Repairs & Maintenanc - 63700 -                 -                 -                 (330)
Repairs & Maint Equi - 63710 -                 -                 -                 -                 
Repairs & Maint Plum - 63720 -                 -                 -                 -                 
Repairs & Maint Pain - 63750 -                 -                 -                 -                 
Loose Tools/ Minor E - 63760 -                 -                 180            (1,042)
Leased Plant & Equip - 63820 -                 - -                 212            -                 
Venue Hire - 63821 -                 -                 -                 -                 
Equipment Hire - 63822 -                 -                 -                 -                 
Advertising & Promot - 63830 -                 -                 -                 600            
Permits & Licence Fe - 63860 -                 -                 127            -                 
Contractors - Labour - 65000 -                 -                 122,696    7,769         
Contractors - Machin - 65010 -                 -                 -                 -                 
Contractors - Constr - 65020 -                 -                 -                 -                 
Contractors - Facili - 65030 -                 -                 -                 -                 
Consultants - Extnl Audit Fees (4,400) -                 -                 -                 
Labour Resource Cost - 92100 -                 -                 62,810      56,103      
IC Wairarapa Biosec - 95781 -                 -                 5,200         2,500         
IR Transport Support - 99569 -                 -                 -                 -                 
Total Expenditure 298            1,771         227,498    103,396    

Net Surplus / (Deficit) 5,256         3,775         -                 -                 

Income & Expenditure Statement
for the period of 01 July 2014 - 30 June 2015
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2014 2015
FUNDS AND RESERVES

Accumulated Funds 40,799          46,055          
Net Surplus (Deficit) 5,256            3,775            

TOTAL FUNDS AND RESERVES 46,055          49,830          

Represented By:

CURRENT ASSETS

Current Account 24,942          30,474          
Sundry Debtors 21                  -                     
GST Receivable -                     -                     
Total Current Assets 24,963          30,474          

Fixed Assets 46,647          285,806        
Accumulated Depreciation (25,520) (266,451)
Total Fixed Assets 21,127          19,355          

Total Assets 46,090          49,830          

CURRENT LIABILITES

GST Payable 0                    0                    
Sundry Creditors 35                  0                    
Total Current Liabilites 35                  0                    

Total Liabilites 35                  0                    

NET ASSETS 46,055          49,830          

Whitireia Park Board
Balance Sheet as at 30 June 2015
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