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SUBJECT Whitireia Park Board minutes 

WHEN Friday, 19 August 2016 at 9.19am 

WHERE Old Wharekai, Takapuwahia Marae, 23 Ngatitoa Street, Porirua 

Present

Jenny Brash  Barbara Donaldson (Chair) Nigel Wilson  

            Jenny Ngarimu Sharli-Jo Solomon                

Jenny Ngarimu opened proceedings with a Karakia Timatanga.  

1 Apologies

Moved                                    (Donaldson/ Ngarimu) 

That the Board accepts the apologies for absence from Taku Parai. 

The motion was CARRIED.

2 Public participation  

There was no public participation. 

The Board noted the letter from Kelsey Wood, Corporate Planning Advisor, Porirua City 
Council, regarding the Board’s submission on the Porirua City Council’s Annual Plan 
2016/17.

3 Conflict of interest declarations  

There were no declarations of conflict of interest.

4 Confirmation of minutes  

Moved                                               (Wilson/ Brash) 

 That the Board confirms the minutes of the meetings of 20 May 2016. 

The motion was CARRIED. 
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5 Whitireia Park Restoration Group update

 The Board noted the content of the report and congratulated the group on the work it has 
undertaken in recent months. 

 The Board noted that the $500 received from Radio New Zealand would be made available 
to the Whitireia Park Restoration Group for spraying exotic grass and broadleaf weeds in the 
wetland area.                                                                                                                                              

6 Work programme update

Fiona Colquhoun, Parks Planner, GWRC, Kim Broad, Biodiversity Officer, GWRC and 
Wayne Boness, Principal Ranger Western, GWRC, spoke to the report. 

The Board noted the continuing work of GWRC staff regarding the development of a Key 
Native Ecosystem plan for the Park and the stopping of the unformed section of Onepoto 
Road.

The Board also noted that new signage about dog leash areas would be installed around 
Labour weekend, and that this would be accompanied by publicity promoting the dog leash 
areas at that time. 

Board members were asked to pass on any sightings of K�rearea (New Zealand Falcon) in 
the Park to Biodiversity staff at GWRC. 

Moved                                                (Wilson/ Brash) 

That the Board: 

1. Receives the report. 

2. Notes the contents. 

The motion was CARRIED. 

7 Board accounts 

Moved                                             (Brash/ Ngarimu) 

That the Board:

1. Receives the report.

2. Notes the contents.

The motion was CARRIED. 
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The Board thanked GWRC staff for their excellent work supporting the Park and the Board. They 
also thanked the Chair for her excellent Chairing during the triennium. 

Sharli-Jo Solomon closed proceedings with a Karakia Whakamutunga.  

The meeting closed at 10.05am. 

Barbara Donaldson 

Chair, Whitireia Park Board 

Date:
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WORK PROGRAMME UPDATE               PAGE 1 OF 7 

SUBJECT: Report for Whitireia Park Board meeting 2 December 2016 

AUTHOR: Wayne Boness, Principal Ranger, Fiona Colquhoun, Parks Planner  and Kim Broad, 
Biodiversity Officer 

DATE 20 October 2016 

SUBJECT: Works Programme update 

______________________________________________________________ 

1. Purpose 
To provide the Whitireia Park Board (the Board) with an update on the implementation of 
the annual work programme at Whitireia Park (the Park), and progress on action points 
from the last meeting. 

2. Background 
A programme of work for the 2016-17 financial year was approved by the Board at its 
meeting on 20 May 2016. 

3. Parks Planning 

3.1 Implementing the management plan – dog on-leash area at Onehunga Bay 

The Whitireia Park Management Plan identified the parking and picnic area at Onehunga as 
a dog on-leash area. Three sets of double-sided signs are being developed to identify the 
dog on-leash area, and the two park orientation panel/ map boards at Onehunga and 
Onepoto are in the process of being updated and will be installed at the same time as the 
new signs. This is expected to be by mid-December. Media to identify the change will 
include a press release, social media and email to stakeholders.  

3.2 Permit process for harvesting natural materials 
Advice has been sought from the Department of Conservation (DOC) on this matter and we 
are still waiting for a response. Staff illness and changes in DOC appear to have created 
significant delays.   

3.3 Onepoto Road closure and/ or stopping vehicles accessing the beach and 
estuary 
Advice has been sought from a planning consultant who assisted Porirua City Council 
(PCC) with the Titahi Bay vehicles on beach issues. At this stage enforcing Proposed 
Natural Resource Plan (PNRP) Rule 196, Schedule C (which identifies that the area has 
significant values and vehicles are not permitted on the beach or in the estuary) appears to 
be the most practical short term solution to the management issues (given the cost to PCC 
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to process a formal road closure ($20K), and a temporary road closure not addressing the 
issue in full).  

Enforcing PRNP Rule 196, Schedule C could, for example see bollards installed along the 
coastal edge of the road/walking track to stop vehicles driving onto the beach, with locked 
removable bollards for event boat launching near the boat sheds. Signage and media/ public 
relations activities about why beach access is not permitted would support and reinforce 
this change if bollards were to be installed.  

Further information will be provided about the options outlined in the previous Park Board 
when advice is received.  

4. Revegetation 
The aerial spraying operation to control gorse and pampas is about to be publicly notified. 
We are coordinating this with the Biosecurity team as part of their Key Native Ecosystems 
(KNE) work will also involve a helicopter. 

Fire break planting has been completed and we are identifying areas for the next planting 
season. Monitoring of previous years’ plantings continues and both survival and growth 
rates are looking positive. We will be releasing further plantings in coming weeks. 

Planning for next winter’s community planting and maintenance of plantings done in 
previous years has been completed. Two new areas towards the top of the coastal 
escarpment will be planted, exotic grasses affecting previously planted plants will be 
sprayed and two weedy plants (red fescu and marram) that are spreading through the 
Onehunga Bay dunes and wetlands will be sprayed to protect the great assisted recovery 
that is occurring there. 

The low-cost revegetation trials continue and a total 4400 trees were planted 
on 14 September. The planted areas from 2016 and the previous 3 years are shown in Map 
1 below. Approximately 1.5 hectares was planted this year. 

Assessment plots will be re-measured shortly to confirm survival and growth from past 
years plantings. Results so far have confirmed successful establishment. 
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Map 1 

5. Biodiversity management 

5.1 Pest animal control 
The Whitireia Park Restoration Group (the Restoration Group) has continued to poison rats 
and trap predators such as stoats and hedgehogs across most of the park. A record of the 
number of pests trapped in the last three months is contained in the Restoration Group’s 
separate report. The Restoration Group’s input into pest animal control across the park and 
particularly in the KNE site continues to be of great value.  

A lone possum was discovered in the park during a night search for possums and rabbits 
carried out in early November. The possum was seen in low scrub on the coastal 
escarpment north of Whitireia (Mt. Cooper). The possum was shot at, but staff are not 
positive that it was hit and no carcass could be found. Traps have been set in the vicinity in 
an attempt to trap it in the event that it wasn’t fatally hit. No rabbits were observed during 
the night search.  

5.2 Ecological weed control 
Further control of Spanish heath following up on last year’s initial control work on the 
coastal escarpment west of Kaitawa Point has commenced. This year’s work will scatter 
plants on the escarpment east of Kaitawa Point and throughout the wetland and valley 
system below the entrance road.  
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Contracts are in place for ecological weed control work in other parts of the coastal 
escarpment also. The various pieces of work will involve both ground based and aerial 
herbicide application methods.  

6. General park management 

6.1 Ranger service  
With the onset of spring visitor numbers have increased as people take advantage of settled 
periods of weather to get out and stretch their legs.  The spring weather brings an increased 
frequency of mowing to keep the high use areas looking tidy. It is encouraging to see the 
“dog poo” bins being used, with one dog bin having had 500 bags taken from the dispenser. 
It is noticeable when walking around the Onehunga Bay that the area is looking tidier.  We 
are developing signs to highlight the dog on-leash zone. 

The Pou carpark construction has been deferred to the New Year, as the ongoing wet 
weather has delayed progress. The final investigation work for archaeological authority and 
resource consent will be completed to enable a late January start. 

It is likely the hay-cutting will be completed prior to Christmas, and a second cut is likely 
in March if growing conditions remain favourable. 

We have met with the Restoration Group and have a plan for weed and grass control in the 
“seep” area. We will engage a contractor to undertake this work as weather allows. 
 
An observant member of the public noted suspicious activity around the Radio New 
Zealand compound and called the GW contact centre. Park rangers responded and arrived 
just prior to dark, observing a car by the gates to the compound. Deciding it was not safe to 
approach we notified Police and retreated to await their arrival locking the park gate on the 
way out. The response by Police was instant with three cars attending, to intercept the car 
and drive by the entrance gate. A search of his car and surrounds turned up some timber 
similar to what we have stored in the compound. The Police arrested the individual and 
impounded his car after checks revealed he was a forbidden driver. We have supplied 
statements and the Police have pursued theft charges with court proceedings underway. A 
trespass notice was also served on the individual.  

We are working closely with Radio New Zealand after inspections of the remaining mast 
identified the risk of failure during extreme wind events. In the interests of public safety the 
park will be closed during periods of high winds. RNZ have developed signs to inform of 
the hazard and additional signs for when the park is required to be closed. 

We have been approached by a Mr Hiri Crawford who represents a local weaving group 
interested in relocating some flax under threat from development plans at Porirua Hospital 
and another site to Whitireia Park. They are keen to establish a pa harakeke (a grove of flax 
planted out so it can be harvested for weaving), and learn more about how to care for the 
flax. We believe this is a good opportunity to further realise the management plan 
objectives and plan to work with the group to identify suitable sites in the park. 
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6.2 Park assets 
A new contract for toilet cleaning has been signed following the cessation of funding from 
PCC. The contractor continues to provide a high quality service. 
 
The ongoing maintenance programme continues with track cutbacks, weed spraying and 
mowing around tracks/amenity areas and roads. 
 
Planning for a gate to stop vehicle access to Kaitawa Point is underway, as an outcome 
from the management plan process. Prior to any work starting we will consider how best to  
communicate this with the park visitors. 
 
The main park entrance sign became a victim to the strong north westerly winds over the 
spring and was blown apart. A new stronger version is being planned and will be installed 
prior to Christmas. 

The earthquakes and floods have created some damage on the track network and to some 
planted sites in the park. Major slips have affected Te Onepoto track (coastal and inland 
sections), as well as Onepoto track (back to Titahi Bay) and some areas were closed due to 
slip hazards. A large slip has covered part of a back-dune planting trial site and other slips 
have destroyed parts of other planted areas. The maintenance team have repaired the worst 
of the track damage and expect to reopen tracks within the week. However we expect some 
instability with any further seismic activity or rain events. Slip heights in a few instances 
exceeded 40m.  
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7. Recommendation 
 

That the Board: 

1. Receives the report. 

2. Notes the content of the report. 

 

Report prepared by: Report prepared by: 

Wayne Boness   
Principal Ranger 

Fiona Colquhoun 
Parks Planner 

Report prepared by: Report approved by: 

Richard Romijn 
Team Leader, Biodiversity Management 
Biodiversity Department 

Amanda Cox  
Manager 
Parks Department 
Greater Wellington Regional Council   

 
Report approved by: 
 

 

Nigel Corry 
General Manager 
Environment Management Group 
Greater Wellington Regional Council 
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DRAFT ACCOUNTS               PAGE 1 OF 3 

SUBJECT: Report for Whitireia Park Board meeting 2 December 2016 

AUTHOR: Vera Li, Assistant Accountant 

DATE 28 November 2016 

SUBJECT: Draft Accounts  

______________________________________________________________ 

1. Purpose 
To present to the Whitireia Park Board the management accounts for the period of July to 
October 2016 as attached.  

2. Income 
Income has been received from Titahi Bay Golf Club for lease of the land $2,750. 

3. Costs 
Total costs paid by Greater Wellington Regional Council (GW) are $25,531. 51% of the 
total costs are GW staff time ($13,045). 21% of the total GW costs are for project and 
materials supplies ($5,437).  

4. Bank Account 
The bank account balance at end of October was $38,796.81CR.   

5. Recommendation 
That the Board: 

1. Receives the report. 

2. Notes the contents. 

Report prepared by: Report approved by: 

Vera Li 
Assistant Accountant 

Amanda Cox 
Manager, Parks department 

 

Report approved by: 

 

Nigel Corry 
General Manager, Environmental Management group 
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LAND HOLDINGS REVIEW - SURPLUS LAND   WWUP�8�62� � � � � � PAGE 1 OF 2

SUBJECT: Report for Whitireia Park Board meeting 2 December 2016 

AUTHOR: Amanda Cox 

DATE 24 November 

SUBJECT: Land Holdings Review – Surplus Land  

______________________________________________________________

1. Purpose 
To update the Whitireia Park Board (the Board) regarding the outcome of the Porirua City 
Council (PCC) Land Holdings Review, and their decisions regarding land surplus to their 
requirements. 

2. Background 
Earlier in 2016, PCC undertook a review including public consultation of their land 
holdings throughout the district, which included Owhiti Park in Titahi Bay. Adjacent to the 
Radio NZ land which is managed as part of Whitireia Park, this reserve is around 1ha in 
size. The Park Board made a submission to PCC on 8 December 2015, Attachment 1,
supporting PCC’s proposal to sell the land on the basis of it being little used and not a 
useful addition to Whitireia Park for either recreation or public access purposes. In this 
letter the Board acknowledged concerns expressed by Radio New Zealand about possible 
further residential housing being located close to their most significant major radio mast but 
identified that it is not in a position to take on further land maintenance responsibilities 
without external contributions. PCC has now adopted a series of actions in relation to the 
Land Holding Review and has advised the Board of these as per the letter in Attachment 2.

3. Management of Owhiti Park  
As noted in the letter, Owhiti Park is designated as Recreation Reserve, owned by the 
Crown and managed by PCC. It has been declared surplus to PCC requirements, and they 
will request that the Minister revokes its reserve classification and that the land be sold, 
Should the Minister agree to this revocation the land immediately reverts to the Crown for 
eventual disposal. 

The letter notes that the Department of Conservation is usually responsible for maintaining 
revoked reserve land until sale. Noting GWRC’s role in managing the park, we believe it 
likely that the Crown will approach the Board to request that the land be maintained in its 
current state prior to sale, as part of the overall management of Whitireia Park. This would 
mitigate the risk of fire and/or anti-social activity in the reserve. 
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With this expectation in mind, GWRC will request information from PCC regarding the 
disposal process timeframes, the current maintenance arrangements for Owhiti Park and 
associated costs, and update the Board in due course.

4. Recommendation 

That the Board: 

1. Receives the report. 

2. Notes the contents. 

Report prepared by: Report approved by: 

Amanda Cox 
Manager - Parks 

Nigel Corry 
General Manager – Environment Management 
Group

Attachment 1 – submission to PCC on 8 December 2015 

Attachment 2 – letter from PCC regarding the Land Holding Review 

21



Attachment 1 

22



23



24



Attachment 2 
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Whitireia�Park�Restoration�Group���November�2016�
�

Planting�days:�

4�September�2016�

Our�last�planting�day�for�this�year�was�attended�by�15�people.�We�planted�wetland�species�such�as�
oioi,�Carex�secta,�swamp�flax�and�umbrella�sedge�below�the�coastal�track�around�the�stream�outlet�
and�adjacent�swamp.�The�rain�came�pelting�down�during�the�last�half�hour�but�everyone�stayed�to�
finish�the�job.�

Many�thanks�to�Gary�Wheaton�for�delivering�plants�to�the�site�which�is�a�20�minute�walk�from�the�
Onehunga�Bay�carpark.�

�

Weed�blitz�–�29�October�2016�
A� group� of� eight� people� from�Volunteer� Fitness�worked�with� one� of� our� group’s�members� to� cut�
boneseed�and�karo�on�the�escarpment.�This�group�christened�the�brand�new�saws�which�we�have�
purchased�with�part�of�our�budget�(thanks�Gary).�We�saw�the�need�to�have�good�quality�saws�and�
have� also� purchased� gloves� and� herbicide� gel� for� painting� the� stumps.� This� makes� us� more�
independent�and�less�of�a�burden�on�the�ranger�who�normally�has�to�deliver�and�retrieve�equipment�
for�us.�
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�

Volunteer�hours�

Month� Trapping� Lizard�
project�

Seed�
collection� Meetings� Planting� Maintenance� Promotion� Admin�

September� 33� � � � 45� 3� 3� 2�

October� 33� 15� 29� 4� 4�

November� 15� �� �� 2� 5�
�
Predator�Trapping�
A�bait�station�network�has�been�added�to�our�mouse�trap�network�to�manage�mice�spikes���thanks�
GW�biosecurity�for�sponsoring�that.�
�
Trap�catch�

� Rat�x�4�
� Mouse�x�5�
� Stoat�x�6�
� Hedgehog�x�3�
� Weasel�x�1�

Lizard�work�
We�are�very�excited�to�now�be�part�of�a�national�trial�involving�three�local�conservations�groups�and�
a�PhD� student� from�Victoria�University�who� is� a�herpetologist.�We�are� testing� the�model�of� small�
scale� lizard� conservation� at� two� hectares� of� control.� This� trial� will� run� for� four� years� and� will� be�
reported� nationally� and�written� up� for� journal� articles.�� As� a� result,� we� have� expanded� our� lizard�
monitoring�in�all�three�bays�to�70�pitfalls�and�onduline�covers.�We�will�now�monitor�twice�annually.��
� �
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Leptinella�nana�update�

Leptinella�nana�or�pygmy�button�daisy�has�a�threat�status�of�Nationally�critical.�There�are�118�plant�
species� in� NZ� which� are� Nationally� critical.� Leptinella� nana� is� classified� as� (A3)� Total� area� of�
occupancy� �� 1� ha� (0.01� km2).� It� is� a� tiny� plant� and� is� only� found� in� 3� sites� around� the� country.�
Whitireia,� the� Rai� Valley� in� Marlborough� and� the� Port� Hills� in� Christchurch.� Being� tiny� it� cannot�
compete�with�other�species� that�surround� it� so� it�needs�a�bit�of�help�a� few�times�a�year.�Because�
every�site�where� it� remains� is�very�modified� it� is�difficult� to�know�exactly�what� its�habitat�was� like�
where� it�could� thrive.�What�we�have� figured�out� is� it�doesn't� like�competition� from�exotic�pasture�
grass,�but�does�like�light�shade.�It�doesn't�like�to�dry�out�in�the�hot�sun�but�it�doesn't�also�like�it�too�
wet�so�moist�sites�are�best�shaded�from�summer�sun.� It�needs�disturbance�(bare�ground)�to�move�
into.�Last�autumn�6�people�spent�several�hours�working�to�weed�around�the�plants�in�Whitireia�and�
to�'disturb'�the�ground�around�them�(grubbed�out�all�vegetation�to�expose�bare�soil.�This�has�worked�
very�well�and�we�now�have�8�patches�of�the�plant�in�a�small�area.�Some�of�them�are�very�small�but�
they�are�enjoying�the�late�spring�rainfall�we�have�been�getting�in�Porirua.�

�
We�have�recently�re�weeded�around�the�sites�again�as�spring�growth�of�grass�can�overtop�the�plants.�

�
�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

� �
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Weather/quake�effects�

We�have�lost�a�large�number�of�plants�under�various�slips�in�the�park.

�

�
�
Robyn�Smith�
WPRG�Coordinator�
robsmithii@xtra.co.nz�
027�437�2497�
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DATES FOR 2017 WHITIREIA PARK BOARD MEETINGS   � � � � � � PAGE 1 OF 1

SUBJECT: Whitireia Park Board meeting dates 2017 

AUTHOR: Francis Ryan 

DATE 20 October 2016 

______________________________________________________________

1. Purpose 
To propose meeting dates for the Whitireia Park Board for 2017. 

2. Background 
The following dates for 2017 are based on the frequency and timing of Board meetings held 
in 2016: 

� Friday, 10 February 

� Friday, 12 May 

� Friday, 11 August 

� Friday, 1 December 

Board meetings will be held at Te Puna Ora meeting room, 26 Ngatitoa Street, 
Takapuwahia, Porirua, at 9.15am, unless determined otherwise. 

3. Recommendation 

That the Board: 

1. Receives the report. 

2. Resolves its meeting schedule for 2017 as outlined in section 2 of this report. 

Report prepared by: Report approved by: 

Francis Ryan 
Manager
Democratic Services 
Greater Wellington Regional Council  

Nigel Corry 
General Manager 
Environment Management Group 
Greater Wellington Regional Council 
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