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SUBJECT Whitireia Park Board minutes 

WHEN Friday, 20 May 2016 at 9.28am 

WHERE Puna Ora meeting room, 26 Ngatitoa Street, Porirua 

Present

Jenny Brash  Barbara Donaldson (Chair) Nigel Wilson  

            Jenny Ngarimu Sharli-Jo Solomon                

Sharli-Jo Solomon opened proceedings with a Karakia.  

1 Apologies

Moved         (Donaldson/ Ngarimu) 

That the Board accepts the apologies for absence from Taku Parai. 

The motion was CARRIED.

2 Public participation  

There was no public participation. 

The Board noted the email from Terry Gardiner, President of the Titahi Golf Club Inc. 
regarding the restoration of the land damaged by the felled Radio New Zealand 50m mast. 
Mr Gardiner noted that the golf club is happy with the rehabilitation of the ground at the 50m 
mast site on the course.  

3 Conflict of interest declarations  

There were no declarations of conflict of interest.

4 Confirmation of minutes  

Moved                        (Wilson/ Ngarimu) 

 That the Board confirms the minutes of the meetings of 26 February 2016. 
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The motion was CARRIED. 

5 Demolition of radio mast at Whitireia Park and subsequent ground damage 

Amanda Cox, Manager Parks, GWRC, spoke to the report. 

Moved                         (Wilson/ Solomon) 

That the Board: 

1. Receives the report. 

2. Notes the contents. 

The motion was CARRIED. 

6 Whitireia Park Restoration Group update

 The Board noted the content of the report and congratulated the group on the work it has 
undertaken in recent months. 

 Wayne Boness, Principal Ranger Western, GWRC, agreed to contact the Ministry for 
Primary Industries to ask for more signage to be installed about daily limits for shellfish and 
reporting poaching. 

 Noted: That this report will be reviewed by the Manager, Parks, in the future, before being 
circulated to the Board.

7 Work programme update

Fiona Colquhoun, Parks Planner, GWRC, and Wayne Boness, Principal Ranger Western, , 
GWRC, spoke to the report. 

Amanda Cox, Manager Parks, noted that should Porirua City Council discontinue funding for 
toilet cleaning, the sum involved would be reallocated from the budget for revegetation to 
mitigate the fire risk. 

The Board requested that copies of the recently published Whitireia Park Management Plan 
and Bylaws to be distributed to local schools and libraries and to Councillors at Porirua City 
Council.

Moved                         (Ngarimu/ Brash) 

That the Board: 

1. Receives the report. 
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2. Notes the contents. 

The motion was CARRIED. 

8 Board accounts 

Moved                         (Wilson/ Brash) 

That the Board:

1. Receives the report.

2. Notes the contents.

The motion was CARRIED.

The meeting closed at 10.01am. 

Barbara Donaldson 

Chair, Whitireia Park Board 

Date:
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Whitireia Park Restoration Group August 2016 
 

Planting days 

12 June 2016: We planted the last part of the corridor linking Onehunga Bay with the inland valley 
and Te Onepoto stream.  We had a very big turnout of people and planted just over 900 plants. A 
large contingent of Tawa scouts came with parental support plus members of the Group and also 
some new people from our Meetups Group http://www.meetup.com/Whitireia-Park-Restoration-
Porirua/. Ngaio, five-finger, akiraho (Olearia paniculata), mānuka and kānuka were planted on the 
upside of the track and alongside the stream we planted umbrella sedge, pūrei, swamp flax and 
kuāwa. 

We also added some enrichment species to the wetland at Onehunga Bay. Kahikatea and hukihuki 
(Coprosma tenuicaulis) and Carex maorica were added into sheltered pockets. 

The weather forecast was very accurate. We just finished the post planting hot food and drinks 
when the rain came down so there was a very hasty pack up. 

 

 

 

31 July 2016: This year’s escarpment planting day saw an even bigger group of 53 people. We also 
had the help of an experienced landscaper who dug most of the holes at the top of the escarpment 
with a post hole borer. Because we had so many people, the plants were all planted in 2½ hours. 
Again our numbers were boosted by Tawa cubs and scouts and parents. It was a sunny but windy 
day. The escarpment plants provide habitat as well as food sources for lizard species. Native copper 
butterflies also feed on the highly nectivorous species. 

Because the edge of the escarpment is windier than anywhere else in the park, a new planting 
design is being trialled this season. A half circle of taupata, speargrass and coastal flax will help 
protect the kaikōmako, matagouri, mingimingi and Melicytus. On the site further down the slope 
ngaio, kāpuka, manuka, akiraho, kaikomako and native broom were planted. 

A thorough health and safety briefing was given to all planters in the carpark. 
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Thanks to Park Ranger Gary Wheaton for delivering spades and shifting plants for our planting days 
and Biodiversity Advisor Kim Broad for helping on the 31 July event. 

 
Top of escarpment planting 

 

 
Escarpment planting 
 

Flora and fauna observations 

A new site for pūhā (Sonchus kirkii) has been found by Robyn Smith. This plant has a threat status of 
‘At Risk-Declining’. The small community of plants are growing in and below a crack in the rock at the 
bottom of the escarpment. Water is seeping out through the crack. This is the second site where this 
species is growing in Whitireia Park.  
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Two common gecko were also found recently on the edge of the bush remnant at Onehunga Bay. 
One was a large adult, the other a tiny juvenile. 

A New Zealand Falcon (Nationally Vulnerable) was spotted flying along the escarpment. 

 

Volunteer hours 

Month Trapping Lizard 
project 

Seed 
collection Meetings Planting Maintenance Promotion Admin 

2015-
16               5  

May 23  2 4  48 3 2 

June 26 135 2 3 

July 23    197 2  3 
 

 

Storm damage 

The recent huge seas in the region have washed sand off the dunes and deposited most of it in the 
mid dune zone. Dune systems are dynamic and it is normal to lose sand from the foredunes during 
big storm events. Usually the sand gets washed out to a bar off shore and then gets returned onto 
the beach by normal wave action over the coming months.  In this instance, a lot of the foredune 
sand was pushed up behind the foredunes however the spinifex and pīngao will be able to regrow 
through this sand. 
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Pest animal control 
Bait stations filled in June 
Rat           3 
Mouse     3 
Weasel   2 
 
 40 X A24 network is currently re-rebaited with lure paste weekly. 

We lost 2 traps in the big seas two weeks back along with some of our lizard monitoring hardware. 
 
 
Wetland damage 

In our last report to the Board in May 2016, I again requested action to mitigate the damage to the 
wetland.  

As predicted although the swamp buttercup has reappeared exotic grass has also invaded this area 
and threatens this regionally threatened plant. 

I proposed in my previous report that a contractor spray this area with a grass-selective herbicide 
and hand weed broadleaved weed species 3 times annually. Given our very limited funding we will 
not be able to plant in this area unless the grass and broadleaved weeds are controlled. 

We again request that a suitably qualified contractor is engaged to do this work. This person needs 
to be able to differentiate between native and exotic Ranunculus species. 
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Grass dominating the wetland seep and ponding 
 
Robyn Smith 
WPRG Coordinator 
robsmithii@xtra.co.nz 
027 437 2497 
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WORK PROGRAMME UPDATE        PAGE 1 OF 6 

SUBJECT: Report for Whitireia Park Board meeting 19 August 2016 

AUTHORS: Wayne Boness, Principal Ranger and Richard Romijn, Team Leader, Biodiversity 
Management  

DATE 29 July 2016 

SUBJECT: Work programme update  

______________________________________________________________ 

1. Purpose 
To provide the Whitireia Park Board (the Board) with an update on the implementation of 
the annual work programme at Whitireia Park (the Park), and progress on action points 
from the last meeting. 

2. Background 
A programme of work for the 2016-17 financial year was approved by the Board at its 
meeting on 20 May 2016. 

3. Biodiversity management 
3.1 Pest animal control 

The Whitireia Park Restoration Group (the Restoration Group) has continued to poison rats 
and trap predators such as stoats and hedgehogs across most of the park. A record of the 
number of pests trapped in the last three months is contained in the Restoration Group’s 
separate report.  

The Restoration Group is currently controlling mice in areas of the coastal escarpment to 
protect lizards from mouse predation. However the current approach using traps is failing to 
consistently keep mouse numbers low. So the Restoration Group are proposing to 
supplement trapping with occasional poisoning using bait stations and trying poisoning 
alone in a new adjacent area. We support this approach to finding a more effective control 
method. The Restoration Group’s input into pest animal control across the park and 
particularly in the Key Native Ecosystem (KNE) site continues to be of great value.   

A night search for rabbits and possums was carried out in May with the use of thermal 
imaging (night vision) equipment to search long grass for rabbits and scrub on the coastal 
escarpment for possums. None of either were observed. Another night search is due to be 
carried out later this month. 
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3.2 Ecological weed control 
No ecological weed control work is being carried out during the winter months. This year’s 
ecological weed control will be a continuation of the existing approach which focuses on 
removing weeds from the native vegetation on the coastal escarpment. A site visit with our 
Biosecurity staff will be undertaken soon to define the work and plan contracts.  

3.3 Whitireia Coast KNE plan development 
The Whitireia Coast KNE plan guides work at this site until 30 June 2017. We have 
decided to merge the Whitireia Coast and the adjacent Rocky Bay Coast KNE sites for the 
ease of management. We will develop the plan for the merged KNE site to become 
effective on 1 July 2017. The management activities in the new plan will be very similar to 
the work undertaken over the previous three years.  

4. Parks Planning 
4.1 Onepoto road, unformed section 

Prior to the last Park Board meeting an annual plan submission was sent to Porirua City 
Council requesting the formal stopping of the unformed section of Onepoto Road to 
address longstanding management issues and impacts from vehicle access. The Porirua City 
Council’s annual plan deliberations paper response in item 43 identified that Council:  

‘Agree not to proceed with the process of officially stopping the unformed 
section of Onepoto Rd within Whitireia Park due to the significant cost 
involved, but in 2016/17 investigate the possibility of gifting this road to 
Greater Wellington Regional Council’.  

Greater Wellington Regional Council (GWRC) officers have investigated further and found 
that transferring ownership of the road is one of a number of options to address unformed 
road issues identified in the New Zealand Walking Access Commission (WAC) Guidelines 
for the Management of Unformed Legal Roads. Other options for addressing unformed 
road issues include:  

• Stopping the road under section 342 of the Local Government Act 1974 (LGA). This is 
the process PCC identified in their Annual Plan Discussion Document as costing 
approximately $20,000 and requiring public consultation. It is the most common 
approach to formally stopping a road.  

• Stopping the road under the Public Works Act 1981. This does not require public 
consultation, but significant justification is required as to why this process is 
considered more appropriate than one with public notification (above).  

• Transferring land ownership via a Minister for Land Information request to the 
Territorial Authority (TA) for the land to be transferred to the Crown, with the land 
then losing its status as a road. Onepoto road is a coastal road, so it would become an 
esplanade reserve under section 77 of the Resource Management Act 1991. The WAC 
Guideline cites Land Information New Zealand (LINZ) advice which identifies that 
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this process is rarely used, and that Councils in the first instance should apply the LGA 
procedure which includes public notification (the first option above).   

• The TA passing a bylaw to restrict motor vehicle access and prevent environmental 
damage to the road or adjoining areas. The WAC guidelines cite a Dunedin City 
Council example utilising section 342 of the Local Government Act 1974. The 
creation of bylaws through this process is also supported by the Land Transport (Road 
Safety and Other Matters) Amendment Act 2011, which has provisions for making 
bylaws under section 10. This identifies that road controlling authorities may make 
certain bylaws, such as ‘restricting the use of motor vehicles on unformed legal roads 
for the purposes of protecting the environment, road and adjoining land, and the safety 
of road users’ (s10 1g).  

Other investigation reveals that Auckland Transport, an Auckland Council organisation, 
also has a bylaw for unformed roads:  

 

• Temporary closure each year through a formal PCC  process which includes public 
notification e.g. for the summer season 

• Closing the existing gate but not locking it. This has proven to be ineffective in the past. 

Another option in the short term is to install large behavioural interpretation signs to ask 
visitors not to drive beyond the sealed road end, clearly outlining the reasons why not to 
drive or park there.  

GWRC officers are continuing to investigate options for the long term resolution of the 
Onepoto Road issue in liaison with PCC and others, and will report progress as the matter 
progresses.  

4.2 Customary harvest permits  
Ngati Toa Rangatira has been advised that pingao at Whitireia is ready for harvesting and 
has requested advice regarding the permit process.  

Previously, the Park Board approved a process for management of park concessions on 23 
November 2012. A similar assessment and approval process is proposed for customary 
harvest permits.  
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An outline of the proposed process will be provided to the Board for consideration at its 
meeting on 19 August 2016.  

5. Revegetation 
The aerial spraying operation was postponed due to poor weather and will now be 
completed in the early spring. 

 
Fire break planting has been completed and we are identifying areas for the next planting 
season. Monitoring of previous years plantings continues and both survival and growth 
rates are looking positive despite a recent dry summer.  
 
The low cost revegetation trial areas at Whitireia Park continue to be monitored with 
assessment plots to be measured in coming months. The main focus of this trial was to test 
performance and costs associated with small “plug” style planting stock, with which 
approximately 1 hectare was planted in 2015. 

6. General park management 
6.1 Ranger service 

Winter has seen continuing use of the park by several hardy souls making the most of the 
good days. It is encouraging to see the “dog poo” bins being used. It is noticeable when 
walking around the Onehunga Bay that the area is looking far tidier.  

The Pou carpark development is about to get underway with some investigation trenches to 
be dug, this will give further information to be added to the final archaeological authority 
and resource consent conditions. The cattle stop has been removed and relocated to a site in 
Baring Head. 
 
Some additional mowing has been undertaken by the hay-cutting contractor to tidy areas 
and investigate if more can be cut for hay later this year. Besides reducing the fire risk the 
haymaking has opened more space for people to wander throughout the park. 
 
Incidents of rubbish dumping and off road use continue and as people are discovered action 
is taken. On two occasions that vehicles have been observed doing burnouts, police have 
been called with one of the offenders ending up with $600 in fines and a trespass notice. 
Since 2014 we have noticed a downward trend in the number of incidents being discovered. 
 
Just after 2pm on 26 July we were notified of a fire on the Inland track across the gully 
from the golf course. The golf club greenkeeper had notified Fire Service who responded 
and found a 20 x 30 metre section of scrub smouldering between the Onepoto Stream and 
the track. This was quickly dealt with. Police attended as this was seen to be suspicious. To 
date we are unaware of any person/s being apprehended. 
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6.2 Park assets 
With Porirua City Council ceasing to fund the toilet cleaning we have put an agreement in 
place with the PCC contractors to continue the service, covering the cost from the park 
operational budget. We did manage to get an extra month paid by PCC as we worked 
through the transition process. 

The ongoing maintenance programme continues with track cutbacks, weed spraying and 
mowing around tracks/amenity areas and roads. 

A car left Thornley Street and took out a section of fence just before the park gate. While 
we received a message from the security company, they overlooked the need to report this 
to the police and no registration number was recorded. The security company has been 
reminded of the basics we expect when discovering incidents. We did discover a set of keys 
for a BMW which the police are holding if the owner comes forward to claim them. 

Planning for a gate to stop vehicle access to Kaitawa Point is underway, as an outcome 
from the management plan process. Prior to any work starting we will consider this is 
communicated to the park visitors. 

The main park entrance sign became a victim to the strong north westerly winds and was 
blown apart. A new stronger version is being planned. 
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7. Recommendation 
That the Board: 

1. Receives the report. 

2. Notes the contents. 

 

Report prepared by: Report prepared by: 

Wayne Boness  
Principal Ranger 

Richard Romijn 
Team Leader, Biodiversity management 

Report prepared by: Report approved by: 

Fiona Colquhoun 
Parks Planner 

Tim Porteous 
Manager 

Report approved by:  

Amanda Cox 
Manger, Parks 

Nicola Shorten 
Manager Strategic & Corporate Strategy
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DRAFT ACCOUNTS        PAGE 1 OF 4

SUBJECT: Report for Whitireia Park Board meeting 19 August 2016 

AUTHOR: Vera Li, Assistant Accountant  

DATE 12 August 2016 

SUBJECT: Draft accounts  

______________________________________________________________

1. Purpose 
To present to the Whitireia Park Board the management accounts for the financial year 
2015-2016 as attached.

2. Income 
Income has been received from Titahi Bay Golf Club for lease of the land $5,500. 

Under the GW entries columns Income from Water Rates of $5,016.86 is 90% of Water 
Rates that Titahi Bay Golf Club paid to GWRC for paying the Water Rates to PCC in full.  
In effect it is reimbursement of expenses paid by GW.  Parks concessions income is 
$1,104.35 re the Porirua Grand Traverse 2016 activity fee.

3. Costs 
Total costs paid by GW are $140,887.80. 51% of the total GW costs are GW staff time 
($72,043).  32% of the total GW costs are for project and materials supplies ($45,512).

4. Bank Account 
The bank account balance at end of June was $35,607.15 CR.

5. Recommendation 
That the Board: 

1. Receives the report. 

2. Notes the contents. 

Report prepared by: Report approved by: 

Vera Li 
Assistant Accountant 

Amanda Cox 
Manager Parks 
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Report approved by: 

Nigel Corry 
General Manager, Environment Management 
Group
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2014/15    
Full Year

2015/16    
Full Year

GW Entries 
2014/15 
Full Year

GW Entries 
2015/16 
Full Year

Income $ $ $ $
Water Rates -                 -                 4,971         5,017         
Park Concessions -                 -                 1,331         1,104         
Lease 5,500         5,500         -                 -                 
Interest 71              76              -                 -                 
GWRC -                 -                 97,094      140,888    
Total Income 5,571         5,576         103,396    147,009    

Expenditure $ $ $ $
Sundry 40              -                 -                 -                 
Depreciation 1,771         803            -                 -                 
Project Materials -                 -                 30,426      45,513      
Printing -                 -                 1,205         2,583         
Rates -                 -                 4,793         5,134         
Repairs & Maintenance -                 -                 77              
Loose Tools & Minor Equipment -                 -                 379            
Advertising -                 -                 600            1,525         
Contract Labour -                 -                 7,769         19,755      
GWRC Staff Time -                 -                 58,603      72,043      
Total Expenditure 1,811         803            103,396    147,009    

Net Surplus / (Deficit) 3,760         4,773         -                 -                 

Statement Comprehensive Revenue and Expense
for the period of 01 July 2015 - 30 June 2016
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30 Jun 2015 30 June 2016
FUNDS AND RESERVES

Accumulated Funds 46,055 49,815   
Net Surplus (Deficit) 3,760 4,773   

TOTAL FUNDS AND RESERVES 49,815 54,588   

Represented By:

CURRENT ASSETS

Current Account 30,474 35,607   
Sundry Debtors 25 21  
GST Receivable - -  
Total Current Assets 30,500 35,628   

Fixed Assets 285,806 285,806   
Accumulated Depreciation (266,451) (267,253)
Total Fixed Assets 19,355 18,553   

Total Assets 49,855 54,181   

CURRENT LIABILITES

GST Payable 0 (412)
Sundry Creditors 40 5  
Total Current Liabilites 40 (407)

Total Liabilites 40 (407)

NET ASSETS 49,815 54,588   

Whitireia Park Board
Balance Sheet as at 30 June 2016
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