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SUBJECT Whitireia Park Board minutes 

WHEN Tuesday 9 March 2021 at 9:35 am 

WHERE Titahi Golf Club, Gloaming Hill, Titahi Bay, Porirua 

 

Present 

 

Jenny Ngarimu (Chair)  Sharli-Jo Solomon  Prue Lamason  

Chris Kirk-Burnnand     

Sharli-Jo Solomon opened the meeting with a Karakia. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

1 Apologies 

Moved                           (Prue Lamason/Chris Kirk-Burnnand) 

That the Board accepts the apology for absence from Jenny Brash and Taku Parai.  

The motion was CARRIED. 

2 Conflict of interest declarations 

Sharli-Jo Solomon declared a potential conflict of interest related to Agenda item 

number 9 ‘Onehunga Bay – rubbish disposal – oral update.’  

3 Public participation  

There was no public participation. 
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4 Confirmation of the minutes of 9 December 2020 

Sharli-Jo Solomon requested that the following corrections be made: 

• Item 7 on Page 6 - ‘Whitireia Park Restoration Group update’ refers to Pukerito 

Stream in the fourth paragraph.  The correct spelling is Hukarito Stream. 

•  Item 6 on Page 5 refers to ‘Ecological Control of Invasive Species.’  The word 

Ecological should be removed. 

Moved                           (Chris Kirk-Burnnand/Prue Lamason) 

That the Board agrees to the above corrections and confirms the minutes of the 

meeting of 9 December 2020 with the above corrections. 

The motion was CARRIED. 

5 Work Programme update 

Wayne Boness, Principal Ranger Western, Greater Wellington Regional Council (Greater 

Wellington), spoke to the report, followed by Kim Broad, Biodiversity Advisor, Greater 

Wellington who spoke about pest and weed control management.  

Mr Boness advised that hay has been cut and acknowledged that it has been a 

frustrating season for contractors with regard to the weather.  Parks staff will 

endeavour to have the hay cut earlier next season. 

The Board discussed the proposed toilet block. Mr Boness explained that the indicative 

photo on Page 5 was an indication only and that it is intended appropriate art work be 

incorporated into the final design.  Mr Boness also explained that considerations for the 

proposed site for the new toilet block are on the basis of future-proofing for expected 

sea level rises and that archaeological aspects would be discussed with Naomi Solomon.  

The overall behaviour of visitors to the park is reasonably acceptable and patrols are 

carried out at random times so that there is a continual ‘surprise element,’ particularly 

for regular visitors. 

The board was informed of a complaint regarding rubbish being left in the park for 

several days, after a weekend. Mr Boness confirmed that he has spoken to the 

complainant regarding the concerns raised. The complainant was invited to the meeting 

to provide an oral update (Item 9 on the Public Business agenda) but was unable to 

attend.  

Mr Boness advised that at the time the complainant raised this issue there were staff 

on leave and that overall the rubbish situation has improved. 

Concession applications detailed in the report in 3.2 on page 12 and summarised in 

Attachment 1 of the report were discussed and Mr Boness advised that the wedding 

took place on 26 February 2021.  Mr Boness also spoke to the application to undertake 

Snorkelling and Education programmes which will provide educational benefit to school 

age children. Mr Boness recommended the Board consider granting the concession for 

a twelve month period and that if no issues are identified during that time then consider 
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an extension. The frequency is likely to be when there is a southerly as the area would 

therefore be more sheltered. 

Sharli-Jo Solomon wanted it noted that local iwi intend to run an educational 

programme at some stage in the future and does not want iwi to miss out on this 

opportunity due to the running of other educational programmes, however, the 

timeframe for implementation is not yet available. 

The Goodnature Research proposal regarding mouse control is outlined in 3.3 on Page 

13 with further information provided in Attachments 2 and 3 of the report.  Sharli-Jo 

Solomon requested that Goodnature be asked to gift one or two traps. 

Kim Broad advised that pest animal control is going well on a ‘business as usual’ basis.  

A night-time search for possums and rabbits has been undertaken. There were a few 

cats about but there were no sightings of rabbits.  It is not clear whether there may have 

been one sighting of a possum.  Weed control is being chipped away at and aerial 

spraying is partially completed with another half day still be to undertaken.  Ngāti Toa 

will be advised as to when this will occur. Controlling the liquorice plant is high on the 

priority list and health and safety planning has been stepped up related to weed control.  

Sharli-Jo Solomon requested that the plants/trees named on Page 4 of the report be 

changed to their Māori names. The protocol and practice related to any archaeological 

finds should be emphasised to any successful groups/applicants having access to the 

park.  

Moved                            (Prue Lamason/Sharli-Jo Solomon) 

That the Board: 

1. Receives the report. 

2. Approves the content. 

3. That the Board confirms its agreement for the Te Oranoa Wawatai wedding 

and the application for snorkelling and education programmes lodged by Zoe  

Studd, as outlined in Attachment 1. 

4. Approves the Goodnature mouse research proposal at Whitireia Park as 

presented in attachments 2 and 3. 

The motion was CARRIED. 
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6 Board Accounts 

 Erin Humphrey, Senior Management Accountant, Greater Wellington, spoke to the 

report. Ms Humphrey explained the Bank of New Zealand’s requirements that 

ownership of the Whitireia Park Board account be confirmed by way of resolution of 

the Board.  Authorisation for the process of appointing signatories and managing 

online site administration to carry out and fulfil legislative compliance and operational 

functions is also required. 

Moved                            (Prue Lamason/Sharli-Jo Solomon) 

That the Board: 

1 Receives the report. 

2 Notes the content. 

3 Re-confirms that Amanda Cox and Nigel Corry be re-confirmed as current 

owners and signatories of the Bank of New Zealand bank account. 

4 Approves and authorises the Senior Management Accountant for Environment 

to complete the documentation required by Bank of New Zealand to establish 

administrator access to the Bank of New Zealand bank account to enable 

processing of reporting to fulfil legislative requirements and processing actions 

as necessary on behalf of Whitireia Park Board. 

5 Agrees that the Senior Management Accountant for Environment be authorised 

to carry out but not limited to the following functions: 

• managing online site administration;  

• authorising activity;  

• managing account information;  

• maintaining payees and processing accounts payable related to operating 

the Bank of New Zealand Bank Account. 

6 Agrees to appoint one or two board members as owners and signatories of the 

Bank of New Zealand Bank Account at the board meeting on 9 March 2021. 

7 Agrees that an extract of the minutes of the Whitireia Park Board Meeting on 

9 March 2021 may be provided by Greater Wellington to the Bank of New 

Zealand as evidence of the resolution/s passed at the meeting related to 

operating processes of the account. 

The motion was CARRIED. 
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7 Restoration Group – January 2021 

The report (for information) provided by Robyn Smith from the Whitireia Park Board 

Restoration Group was taken as read. 

The board acknowledged the work carried out by the Restoration Group and expressed 

thanks for the report. 

Jenny Ngarimu closed the meeting with a Karakia. 

The meeting closed at 10:10 am. 

Jenny Ngarimu 

Chair, Whitireia Park Board 

Date:  
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WHITIREIA PARK BOARD ACCOUNTS JUNE 2021        
  PAGE 1 OF 3 

SUBJECT: Report for Whitireia Park Board meeting  

AUTHOR: Erin Humphrey Management Accountant 

MEETING: August 2021 

SUBJECT: Draft Financial Accounts 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

1. Purpose 

To present to the Whitireia Park Board (the Board) with the management accounts for 

the period July 2020 to 30 June 2021, as attached. 

2. Income 

Income has been received from Titahi Bay Golf Club for lease of the land $5,500.00 

3. Costs 

Total costs paid by Greater Wellington Regional Council (Greater Wellington) are $128K, 

of which 64% of the total Greater Wellington costs are Greater Wellington staff time 

($88k) and 22% of the total GRWC costs are for project and materials supplies ($31k). 

4. Bank Account 

The bank account balance at end of June was $61,014.84  

 

5. Titahi Bay Golf Club Water Rates  

Water rates invoices totalling $9,780 were raised during the period 1 July 2020 

to 30 June 2021.  

6. Recommendation 

That the Board: 

1. Receives the report. 

2. Approves the content. 

Report Prepared by: 

Erin Humphrey 

Management Accountant   

Report approved by: 

Darryl Joyce 

Accounting Services Manager 
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Whitireia Park Board 

Statement Comprehensive Revenue and Expense 

for the period 1 July 2020 to 30 June 2021 
        

  

2019/20      

Full Year   

2020/21      

YTD 

  

GW Entries 

2019/20 

Full Year 

  

GW Entries 

2020/21 

YTD 

Income  $    $    $    $  

Water Rates                    -                     -            1,396            9,780  

Park Concessions                   -                     -               217               183  

Park Camping                     43     

Lease          5,500            5,500                     -                     -  

Interest                50                  30                     -                     -  

GWRC                   -                      -        103,589         127,839  

Total Income          5,550            5,530        105,245        137,802  

          

Less Expenditure  $    $    $    $  

Sundry                40                  40                     -                     -  

Depreciation          1,676            1,676                     -                     -  

Project Materials                   -                     -          32,254          15,684  

Printing                   -                     -            1,209               774  

Rates                    -                     -            5,148            5,425  

Security                   -                     -                     -               772  

Meeting - Non Council                    -                     -                     -               174  

Repairs & Maintenance                   -                     -            4,143          11,265  

Loose Tools & Minor Equipment                   -                     -               146             (75)  

Advertising                   -                     -               341               748  

Contract Labour                    -                     -          13,246          14,488  

GWRC Vehicle Costs                    934  

GWRC Staff Time                   -                     -          48,379          87,613  

IC Wairarapa Biosecurity                   -                     -               380                     -  

Total Expenditure          1,716             1,716        105,245         137,802  

              

Net Surplus / (Deficit)          3,835             3,815                     -                      -  
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Whitireia Park Board 

Balance Sheet as at 30 June 2021 
     

    30 June 2020   

GW Entries 

2020/21 YTD 

FUNDS AND RESERVES      

      

Accumulated Funds            61,875          65,710  

Net Surplus (Deficit)               3,835            3,815  

      

TOTAL FUNDS AND RESERVES            65,710          69,525  

Represented By:      

      

CURRENT ASSETS      

Current Account            54,700          61,015  

Sundry Debtors                    82               82  

GST Receivable      

Total Current Assets            54,782          61,097  

      

Fixed Assets          285,806       285,806  

Accumulated Depreciation  (274,829)   (276,503)  

Total Fixed Assets            10,976            9,302  

      

Total Assets            65,758          70,399  

      

LESS CURRENT LIABILITES      

GST Payable                      9               834  

Sundry Creditors                    40                 40  

Total Current Liabilities                    49               874  

      

Total Liabilities                    49               874  

      

NET ASSETS            65,710          69,525  
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SUBJECT: Report for Whitireia Park Board meeting  

AUTHORS: Wayne Boness and Kim Broad  

DATE OF MEETING: 13 August 2021 

SUBJECT: Work programme update  

______________________________________________________________ 

1. Purpose 

To provide the Whitireia Park Board (the Board) with an update on implementation of the 

annual work programme at Whitireia Park, seek approval for permitted activities to be 

carried out and progress action points from the last meeting. 

2. Background 

A programme of work for the 2021/22 financial year is included in this report for approval 

at the 13 August 2021 meeting. 

3. Park management 

From May Work Programme Report 

Regular patrols continue to be undertaken at random times. The park continues to be busy 

during the late summer and early autumn, the continued settled weather is largely 

contributing to this. The main issues continue to be with vehicles looking for opportunities 

to drive off road, some rubbish dumping, bollards being cut and dog walkers ignoring the 

‘dog on lead areas’. Education continues to be the best approach, however, warning letters 

have been sent to some of the transgressors. Improvements in behaviours are being 

achieved, although it is a slow process and it will take some time. 

Ongoing track maintenance has been completed, including trimming of vegetation, cleaning 

drains and culverts and some track edge spraying. Mowing of amenity sites and road edges 

has continued. Replacement culvert markers have been installed along the edge of the road 

to highlight and hopefully prevent motorists driving into the culverts. 

Investigation into placement of an additional ‘dog poo’ bin in the vicinity of the concrete is 

being considered. We have had comments from park visitors that this is a great spot to 

exercise dogs without the confinement and potential conflict with other park users.  

At the last meeting we indicated that a replacement toilet was discussed and supported by 

the Board, due to the current toilet being near end of life, a potential earthquake risk and 
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there are also concerns around the septic tank system. More work to understand the septic 

system is being undertaken by a separate specialist.  

At the time of putting the proposal together land tenure of the new site was not considered. 

Further checking shows it is on Ngāti Toa land as a result of the Treaty Settlement process. 

This was an oversight on Greater Wellington’s part for which we apologise. This was due to 

trying to progress the replacement information ahead of the last Board meeting. Further 

discussions with Ngāti Toa will be undertaken and options considered for a site that is 

acceptable. It is still planned to progress with replacement during the 21/22 financial year. 

Following the cutting of the hay some additional mowing was undertaken to tidy sites that 

are not cut for hay but support the fire mitigation efforts at the park. One of these areas is 

adjacent to the Lizard release site opposite the Pou Carpark area. Concern at this practice 

has been raised by the Whitireia Restoration Group as it is impacting on the spread of the 

lizard population along with destroying some traps that are in place to protect the site from 

pests. The traps were inadvertently destroyed as information about their placement had 

not been shared internally. The mowing was undertaken in semi darkness when 

temperatures were low, moisture was on the ground and the chance of ignition by mowing 

gear was low. It appears any markings to indicate their presence were completely missed. 

We arranged to meet with the Restoration Group on Thursday 6 May 2021 to look at long 

term options for the site. We want to develop a solution that is acceptable for general park 

management and for the lizards. There is potential fire risk in this area so we advocate 

planting the strip in fire resistant plants that will reduce fire risk and provide habitat for 

lizards, removing the need to mow. If we do need to cut the grass again before planting 

commences (to minimise fire risk) we will need to develop a protocol to minimise risk to 

lizards. 

7 May to 13 August 2021 update 

Regular patrols continue to be undertaken at random times. Behaviour overall has been 

good. There are some who always look for opportunity to take vehicles off road. To try and 

prevent this occurring, maintenance on water tables has been undertaken to reduce any 

entry points. This has assisted greatly with water control from the road, which has certainly 

been tested with recent substantial rain fall. 
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 Drains following maintenance works 

The main entrance gate was subject to an attack. Thieves cut into the control box and stole 

the gate motor and associated electrical components. While new components are sourced 

to enable the gate to resume electronic operation, the old manual gate is being used and 

opened and closed daily by a security firm. COVID-19 is slowing the ability to get the required 

components to get the repair undertaken. A second camera has been installed that looks 

directly down onto the control box and gate to minimise the occurrence of any further issues. 

Ongoing track maintenance has been completed, including trimming of vegetation, cleaning 

drains and culverts and some track edge spraying. Mowing of amenity sites and road edges 

has continued. Replacement culvert markers have been installed along the edge of the road 

to highlight and hopefully prevent motorists driving into the culverts. 

 

Broken rails on entry to Pou Carpark 
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Further discussions and investigation around siting and artwork of the proposed new toilet 

block are underway with Ngāti Toa. A site visit is planned to look at options and explore a 

way forward. The construction of the toilet has been postponed until the 2022/2023 financial 

year to allow planning works to be completed in a timely fashion. It is anticipated that once 

a site is selected all consent and planning requirements can be undertaken and in place to 

allow a smooth construction phase. 

A new ‘dog poo’ bin has been installed on the grass flat areas next to the model plane airstrip. 

This is a popular spot for people to exercise their dogs and many had requested we look at 

this as an option. 

 

New dog poo bin with commanding views 

A restoration plan is being prepared to plant a green fire break adjacent to the lizard release 

site, this will negate the need for mowing annually and reduce impact on the nearby lizard 

population. The planting will be undertaken by local schools in 2022 as part of the Arbor Day 

planting events.  
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An additional 2 hectares of restoration planting will be undertaken in the Inland Valley later 

in August 2021, this being year 3 of the programme to restore areas affected by the fire of 

2011. 

A report from Wellington Water was received late afternoon on 20 July 2021 that there had 

been an overflow at Whitireia Park as a result of a blockage in the cross-harbour pipeline.  To 

alleviate pressure on a broken pipe adjacent to the State Highway 1 pipe, an existing, unused, 

pipeline across the Porirua Harbour was activated. Unfortunately, the pipeline was found to 

have and some wastewater spilled in the northwest area of the Onepoto Estuary, affecting 

the walkway and immediate area. The pipeline was taken offline when the overflow was 

discovered and the walkway has been temporarily closed to allow repairs to be undertaken 

and public safety to be managed. 

This message was communicated via Greater Wellington’s social media and website and new 

information posted as updates became available. Wellington Water has advised some 

additional repairs on the pipe in the park maybe required. At this point no further information 

has been provided. Some additional remediation works will be required where soil has been 

dumped on adjacent areas covering previous plantings. The track surface will require some 

additional gravel to improve the surface. Concerns around damage caused through 

earthworks are being investigated to see what impact may have been caused to any 

archaeological sites.  This is being raised with Wellington Water to better understand 

activities they can undertake and what steps need to be taken to record any damage with 

Heritage NZ. 

 

Looking across the work area 
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Dumping of earth on plantings and earthworks around site of pipe failure 

A member of the public reported finding some whale bones on the beach at Onehunga Bay, 

most likley exposed during the severe weather and high tides experienced. The find was 

reported to Ngati Toa who promptly responded to the find; a karakia was performed and the 

bones removed. 

 

 

Whale bones discovered on Onehunga Bay beach 
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An elderly gentleman misjudged driving down off the concrete pads. The result was an 

impressive turn out of emergency services. 

 

Emergency Services respond to a vehicle incident 

 

Following the weekend of stormy weather in mid-July a tree was reported as having fallen 

across the entry road into the park. This was responded to by officers and the tree cleared. 

The wood, cut into firewood lengths, was quickly cleared away by locals. Cutting it small 

eliminated the risk of people arriving with their own chainsaws and undertaking cutting. 

 

Cleared tree with firewood awaiting removal 
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3.1 Concession applications 

Two concession applications have been received for consideration by the Board. The 

applications raise no concerns to officers; weddings are low impact and contain several 

conditions to ensure the park is well looked after. In this case it is the mown area of the Pou 

Carpark that is being requested. The application in regards to the dive group is also low 

impact. We have had two of the original companies withdraw from undertaking activities. 

This will keep use of the site at low levels and which is only generally used in southerly 

conditions. This group spend a lot of time taking underwater photos; it is proposed that a 

condition of the contract is that we be supplied with photos for educational purposes.  

 The applications are summarised in Attachment 1. (Updated for 13 May meeting) 

7 May to 13 August 2021 update – Concessions Update 

One additional concession application has been received for consideration by the Board. 

The application raises no concerns to officers; weddings are low impact and contain several 

conditions to ensure the park is well looked after. These are summarised in Attachment 1 

for the Boards approval. 

3.2 Visitor Counts January – March 2021 
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2020-2021 Total Visitor Counts 
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3.3 Whitireia Park 2021/22 budget 

OPEX EXPENSES 2021/2022 NOTES 
Rangers Budget   

WBS:  443/2000/1 Ranging   

63000 Ranger Supplies 2,600  

63000 Toilet Cleaning 7,000 7 Day Cleaning Service 

63000 Toilet Supplies/Repairs 2,000  

63300 Brochure reprint 2,622  

63600 Water Rates 5,244  

36605 Security Contact 2,172  

TOTAL 21,638  

WBS:  443/2000/7 – Maintenance (R)   

63700 Roads 7,000  

63700 Fences 2,500  

63700 Mowing costs incl. fire breaks 5,000  

Total 14,500  

   

WBS:  443/2000/8 – Land Management   

63633  Jigsaw Property Fees 629  

63600  Rates 5,118  

Total 5,747  

   

WBS: 443/2000/5 - Revegetation   

65000  Planting – Onehunga Bay (WPRG Contn) 3,000  

65000 Reveg burned area (firebreaks. Spraying, 

planting) 

15,000 Year 3 contract plantings 

– Inland Valley 

445/1200/8   Arbor Day Planting 7,000 Transfer from Battle Hill 

for 21/22 to allow green 

firebreak adjacent lizard 

release site 

Total 25,000  

   

Asset and Maintenance Team   

WBS:  443/2000/3 – Asset Management Opex   

63700  Building maintenance and repairs 2,010  

63700  Tracks 6,000  

63700  Structures 1,500  

63700  Repair small equipment, furniture, signs & 

utilities 

500  

Total 10,010  

Total Operating Expenses 76,895  
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CAPEX EXPENSES   

WBS:  443/4000/02 – Asset Management Capex   

443/4000/02  33,310 Toilet replacement 

planning, consent, septic 

system planning 

Total 33,310  

Total Operating Expenses 33,310  

   

OPEX REVENUE   

WBS:  443/2000/1   

53090 – Concession Fees 300  

Total 300  

 

4. Biodiversity management 

4.1 Pest animal control 

Volunteers from the restoration group have continued to undertake predator control across 

the park. We have recently supplied the group with additional predator traps to add to 

those already in place in the Onehunga Bay surrounds. The bolstering of control in this area 

is to better protect the habitat for fernbirds in case they attempt to establish in that area. 

Two fernbird, thought to have come from Pauatahanui Wildlife Reserve were observed by 

staff at Onehunga Bay in May. 

A night-time search for possums and rabbits was undertaken by staff in June. No possums 

or rabbits were sighted. A number of cats were seen though, some of them on the 

escarpment below Whitireia. We know that cats are predators of the skinks and geckos that 

are present at Whitireia Park. However it would be difficult to control cats in this area as it 

is reasonably close to houses meaning that it is likely that most of the cats are pets.  

We are planning to reinstate a line of bait stations on the southern edge of the Key Native 

Ecosystem site, adjacent to Gloaming Hill and other streets in that area. The purpose of this 

is to provide better possum incursion management and to control rats in this area of bush. 

Bait stations have been in place here in the past but haven’t been used for many years now. 

The blue points on the map below indicate locations where we hope to re-establish bait 

stations. Old toxin warning signs in the area will be replaced with new ones. 
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4.2 Control of ecological weeds 

Last year’s planned control of ecological weeds was completed in June 2021. Aerial control 

of Helichrysum (licorice plant) was undertaken in May and ground based control of Spanish 

heath was undertaken in June. The results of all last year’s weed control work is currently 

being assessed and a work plan for this year’s work will be prepared shortly.  

Below is a photo of one of the large patches of Helichrysum present; this one is in the 

Onehunga valley (note Kim standing next to it for scale). The nature of the plant’s spreading 

ability and how it inundates everything in its path can be seen in the photo. It is very 

important that we don’t allow this species to get established in the Park as it has the 

potential to dominate all else. 
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4.3 Restoration planting 

Preparation for community planting work was completed in June with the spraying of 1,000 

spots in this year’s major planting site in the valley above Onehunga Bay. This spraying was 

undertaken two months later than planned due to the grass being too dry to spray 

effectively. Unfortunately this means that the restoration group’s planting days will be later 

than originally intended. 
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4.4 Key Native Ecosystem site funding 

The Biodiversity department is proposing to spend $20,250 on managing biodiversity values 

within the Whitireia Park section of the Whitireia Coast Key Native Ecosystem site in 2021-

22. We propose to allocate funding as follows: 

Activity Funding 

Control of ecological weeds - in priority areas including 

coastal escarpments, wetlands and dunes 
$12,000 

Predator trapping – materials and support for the 

Restoration Group’s activity 
$1,700 

Rabbit and possum control by night shooting $3,550 

Support of the Restoration Group’s revegetation and 

lizard protection activities – preparation and care of 

planting sites, purchase of lizard monitoring and pest 

control materials 

$3,000 

5. Recommendation 

That the Board: 

1. Receives the report. 

2. Approves the content. 

3. Approves the park operational budgets for 2021/2022, as set out in section 3.3 of this 

report.  

4. Approves the Whitireia Park permissions requests, as set out in Attachment 1. 

Report prepared by: Report approved by:  

 

Wayne Boness 

Principal Ranger  

 

Jimmy Young  

Manager, Parks 

 

Kim Broad 

Biodiversity Advisor  

 

 

 

Al Cross 

General Manager 

Environment Group  
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Attachment 1 to Work Programme Update report  

7 May 2021 – meeting 

Whitireia Park Permissions     

Purpose: to seek approval of the Board for the following activities to take place on Whitireia Park 

Applications (have) been received by GWRC as follows: 

Activity 

name & 

description  

(eg Mac’s 

Ice Cream 

van – food 

vendor) 

Activity 

type  

(allowed, 

managed, 

restricted) 

 

Date of 

application  

Date of 

activity 

(start date 

– finish 

date 

including 

pack in & 

out) 

Time 

Critical 

Approval?  

Yes/ No 

Controversial or significant? Yes/ No EG 

- Exclusive use 

- High profile/ attracts attention 

- Sensitive site 

- Displaces others 

- Requires/ risks digging/ cutting/ trampling/ 

polluting 

- Potentially hazardous (including chemicals, 

firearms) 

- Potentially frightening or offending 

 

Proposed condition eg 

- No confetti, 

stakes, excavation, 

veg cutting 

- Site map (avoid 

significant 

cultural/heritage 

sites) 

- Timing 

- Insurance etc. 

 

Balana 

Wedding 

 

Managed 

 

16/07/2021  

  

 

18 

December  

2021 

 

No 

 

• Wedding Ceremony Only, low impact 

• 25-30 people. 

 

• No confetti 

• No glass 

• Rubbish 

removed 

• No fires 

• To confirm 

parking 

arrangements 

and include as 

a condition of 

concession. 
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Attachment 1 to Work Programme Update report  

 

Mr Andy 

Webber 

 

Divers 

access to 

Kaitawa Pt. 

 

Managed 

 

5 April 2021 

 

TBC 

Yearly 

renewal if 

approved 

 

No 

 

Yes. This area is currently closed to traffic. Mr 

Webber is not part of a dive club. His written 

request follows. 

 

I have been travelling down from Palmerston North 

to dive here, when the weather conditions suit, 

regularly for the past 15 years.  It’s an area to 

instruct and now to lead divers with a great 

diversity of marine life close to shore.  Those I take 

diving are non-takers as am I.  Although we are 

partial to grabbing photographs!   We always clean 

up after ourselves and collect any rubbish we find 

underwater.  I love educating new divers to the 

ocean and what’s in it. 

Recently we were able to assist some PHD students 

from Waikato University in locating a particular 

type of seaweed due to our knowledge of the area 

and the marine life. 

Being allowed through the gate would enable us to 

spend longer doing what we love without the hefty 

hike across the rocks and, if fortunate to be 

allowed, we would respect the rules and restrict 

access only to the select few.  

If you require a reference to my suitability you can 

contact  

Darren 

Drewery  darren.drewery@gmail.com  0220353274, 

he is a local Fisheries Officer. 

  

 

 

 

Same as the current 

dive clubs contracts, 

i.e. no fires, removal 

of rubbish and waste, 

parking only on hard 

areas, keeping 

Kaitawa Point gate 

locked while on site 
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Attachment 1 to Work Programme Update report  

 

Isaac 

Wedding 

 

Managed 

 

16/07/2021 

 

Early Jan 

2022 

 

No 

 

• No 

• Have asked to use the Onehunga Bay area 

• 100 -200 people  

• Awaiting to see parking arrangements 

• Busy time of year at beach, would look to 

shift ceremony to area adjacent to concrete 

pads if no acceptable plan for beach area is 

produced. 

 

No confetti 

No glass 

Rubbish removed 

No fires 

To confirm parking 

arrangements and 

include as a condition 

of concession. 
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Whitireia Park Restoration Group – Report - August 2021 
 

Planting days during winter 2021  

The first planting  for 2021 was held on 1 August in the valley behind Onehunga Bay.  

Our 1 August planting day was moved from Onepoto estuary to behind Onehunga Bay because of 

the rāhui on Porirua Harbour. We will wait a further 2 weeks following the end of the rāhui before 

we plant at Onepoto estuary. 

 

This planting site will extend the corridor up behind the wetland and eventually we will link to the 

bush remnant. The site is very steep and so was pretty challenging for the 25 planters. 

 

 

A further planting day at this site will be held on Sunday 15 August and on 29 August we will plant an 

area between the track and Onepoto estuary. 

Damage to the archaeological site, tracks and planting 

During the storm of 18 July the main sewer pipe between Plimmerton and Porirua burst. Wellington 

water decided to divert raw sewerage through an old pipe which runs along the southern coastline 

of Whitireia and across the Onepoto estuary. This pipe subsequently burst and Wellington Water 

created a lot of damage to the archaeological site on the south side of the estuary by creating a road 

through the site and also dumping on some of our plantings.  
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Leptinella nana (Nationally Critical) 

The 2 Leptinella nana sites are both looking very good now we have had plenty of rain. They have 

both been hand weeded. 

Grass has been controlled around the site and tauhinu and Olearia solandri has been planted close 

to the existing areas of Leptinella in Site 1. Eventually they will provide additional habitat for this 

species. A new plug planted in April in a well prepared site is slowly expanding. 
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New Leptinella nana in part of Site 1 

                Just after planting.                                                                     Last week of July  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trapping 

• Trapping - 30 hours by 4 vols for the last 3 months 

• Catches - Mustelids 20, Rats 60, Other 18, Total 98 catches YTD 

• Fernbird protection 

• We have added 6 new rat traps into Onehunga valley, these were provided by GWRC 

• We have reactivated 16 A24 Traps in the Onehunga Bay bush block. These traps were part of the 

lizard translocation plan and had not been serviced for some time. Consumables provided by 

GWRC 

• We have searched for the bait stations along Gloaming hill with a view to servicing and replacing 

the missing ones, ongoing with GWRC 

• GWRC have provided 5 DOC200 traps and 4 rat traps to install as a new trap line on the south-

eastern side of the valley in Onehunga Bay. To be installed in August 

• 20 hours spent on the extra traps so far 

• 1 new volunteer has joined the team to help with the extra trapping 

 

Whale bone discovery at Onehunga Bay 

Robyn was excited to find two whale bones on Onehunga Bay beach after the big July storm. She 

reported them to Wayne Boness so Ngāti Toa could be informed. She hid them in the back dunes so 

they couldn’t be removed from the site by anyone else. 
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Volunteer hours 

Month Trapping Lizard 

project 

Planting 

prep 

Planting Maintenance Promotion 

Admin 

May to 2 

August 
50 20 16 78 7 24 

 

Chris Gibbons, Rob Hughes, Angus Hulme-Moir, Lisa Casasanto, Robyn Smith, Edmund Stephen-

Smith, Robert Stratford.  

WPRG Coordinators 

August 2021 
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