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SUBJECT Whitireia Park Board minutes 

WHEN Friday, 10 February 2017 at 9.15am 

WHERE Ora Toa Health Unit meeting room, Takapuwahia Marae, 23 Ngatitoa Street, 
Porirua 

Present

Jenny Brash  Barbara Donaldson (Chair) Prue Lamason  

            Jenny Ngarimu Taku Parai   Sharli-Jo Solomon              

Taku Parai opened proceedings with a Karakia Timatanga. 

1 Apologies

There were no apologies. 

2 Public participation  

There was no public participation. 

3 Conflict of interest declarations  

There were no declarations of conflict of interest.

4 Confirmation of minutes of 2 December 2016 

Moved                                                       (Lamason/ Ngarimu) 

 That the Board confirms the minutes of the meeting of 2 December 2016. 

The motion was CARRIED. 

5 Work Programme Update 

Amanda Cox, Manager Parks, Fiona Colquhuon, Parks Planner and Wayne Boness, Principal 
Ranger Western, GWRC, spoke to the report.  
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Moved                                            (Lamason/ Brash) 

That the Board: 

1. Receives the report. 

2. Notes the contents of the report. 

The motion was CARRIED. 

6. Draft accounts 

Moved                                                              (Solomon/ Lamason) 

That the Board:

1. Receives the report.

2. Notes the contents of the report.

The motion was CARRIED. 

7. Whitireia Park Restoration Group update

 The Board noted the content of the report and congratulated the group on the work it has 
undertaken in recent months.   

 The Board also agreed that a tour for councillors from within the Wellington Region would 
be beneficial for the profile of the Park and to spread knowledge about the Park within the 
Region. GWRC officers agreed to discuss this with Ng�ti Toa Rangatira. 

The meeting closed at 9.42am. 

Barbara Donaldson 

Chair, Whitireia Park Board 

Date:

5



5

6



WHITIREIA PARK BOARD CHAIR - FREQUENCY OF ELECTION        PAGE 1 OF 2

SUBJECT: Report for Whitireia Park Board meeting 12 May 2017 

AUTHOR: Francis Ryan, Manager Democratic Services, Greater Wellington Regional Council  

DATE 1 May 2017 

SUBJECT: Whitireia Park Board Chair – frequency of election  

______________________________________________________________

1. Purpose 
To determine the frequency of the election or appointment of the Whitireia Park Board 
Chair.

2. Background 
The Whitireia Park Board (the Board) is established under section 150 of the Ngati Toa 
Rangatira Claims Settlement Act 2014 (the Act). Section 155 of the Act provides that the 
Board must appoint a member to be Chair at its first meeting. Barbara Donaldson was 
elected Chair at the Board meeting on 29 August 2014. There has been no further Chair 
election. 

Section 155(4) of the Act provides that section 32 of the Reserves Act 1977 does not apply 
to the Board. Section 32 provides for an annual election of the Chair. The Act does not 
include any provision specifying the frequency of a Chair election, so the Board is required 
to regulate its own procedure in that regard. 

The Whitireia Park Board Standing Orders set out the process for the election of the Chair 
but do not prescribe the frequency of the elections. 

3. Options 
A number of options could be considered, including but not limited to the following: 

• an annual frequency, generally consistent with section 32 of the Reserves Act 1977 

• a biennial frequency 

• a triennial frequency.

Greater Wellington Regional Council refreshes its Board membership on a triennial basis, 
following each triennial local government election. However, the local government 
triennial election cycle has no other bearing on the Board. 
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4. Recommendation 
That the Board: 

1. Receives the report. 

2. Notes the contents of the report. 

3. Determines the frequency of Chair elections. 

Report prepared by:  
Francis Ryan 
Manager, Democratic Services 
Greater Wellington Regional Council 
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SUBJECT: Report for Whitireia Park Board meeting 12 May 2017 

AUTHOR: Wayne Boness, Richard Romijn and Fiona Colquhoun, Greater Wellington Regional 
Council 

DATE 19 April 2017 

SUBJECT: Work Programme update  

______________________________________________________________ 

1. Purpose 
To provide the Whitireia Park Board (the Board) with an update on the implementation of 
the annual work programme at Whitireia Park (the Park), and progress on action points 
from the last meeting 

2. Background 
A programme of work for the 2016-17 financial year was approved by the Board at its 
meeting on 20 May 2016 

3. Parks Planning  
The Te Onepoto Road gate remained closed over summer. Officers will seek to provide 
verbal feedback at the meeting. 

4. Revegetation 
The aerial spraying operation to control gorse, pampas and other weeds has been publicly 
notified and a letter drop to the neighbours has been completed (including the new aerial 
spraying Fact Sheet). Now school holidays are finished this work will be completed during 
the first settled weather period. 

Preparation for the 2017 firebreak planting is underway, and planting will be undertaken in 
May/June. Previous years plantings continue to be monitored with survival and growth 
rates pleasing. 

Site preparation and maintenance work has been completed in five sites that the Restoration 
Group is working in this year. This has included spraying exotic grasses in areas that will 
be planted this winter and spraying weeds and grasses around plants previously planted. 

The trial of planting methods to look at larger scale lower cost plantings has been 
concluded. The table below notes some very good survival rates for various species and 
plant grades, suggesting that there are no major limitations to rapidly applying this 
approach across wide areas of the burn site and possibly other locations.  
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Aerial spraying operations undertaken following the burn effectively removed much of the 
pulse of gorse regeneration brought on by the fire. At present there are large parts of the 
burn area that have only scattered gorse, and if planted soon, a native vegetation canopy 
could be established that would gradually dominate and suppress the gorse. However, 
delays in undertaking a large scale revegetation programme mean that this gorse is 
expanding into open areas and this opportunity will be lost. Some additional aerial gorse 
and pampas spraying would be very valuable to suppress these weed species in currently 
unplanted areas. 

Undertaking a major planting programme through the burn area over the next few years 
would set in place a succession to tall native forest, as opposed to a slow and risky drift 
back to a gorse dominated landscape. Officers will propose that this be included in the 
Long Term Plan discussions.  

5. General park management 

5.1 Ranger service 
Visitor numbers have remained high with some settled autumn weather. With the shorter 
days we have begun closing the park at 7pm.  

We have completed the exploratory trenches as required by our archaeological authority for 
the Pou carpark construction. This was monitored by Yolanda Vogel the project 
archaeologist and Sharli Jo Solomon for Ngati Toa. Nothing of note was discovered during 
the excavations. A report to Heritage New Zealand will be prepared along with the 
application for a final authority to undertake the carpark construction. Funds for the 
construction have been re-budgeted to the 2017/18 financial year to allow all consenting 
requirements to be completed ahead of construction. We anticipate having the carpark 
ready for use for the upcoming summer. 
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The Park Ranger has been engaging with dog walkers as part of a proactive educational 
approach raising awareness of the new bylaws. Several people have been spoken to, many of 
whom already had dogs on leads and those that didn’t were compliant with a few exceptions. 
Raising awareness with these users is important and most seem to accept the reasoning 
behind increasing the control measures. 

A contractor has completed initial spraying to control weeds in the “seep” area. This site will 
be monitored and any necessary follow up works carried out in the spring. 

We continue to work closely with Radio New Zealand when extreme wind events are 
forecast that could put the integrity of the remaining mast at risk. We have had one park 
closure and another that was planned but cancelled due to a downgrade in the forecast. 
Communication from Radio New Zealand has been good, enabling us to get the message out 
to visitors via social media and the GWRC website. 

We have deferred any works associated with installation of a gate restricting access to 
Kaitawa Point due to reservations expressed by some Park Board members. We are working 
through these concerns towards an agreed outcome, which will be proposed in the Long 
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Term Plan. The funds set aside for this gate will be re-directed to replacing the barrier to the 
“playground” area adjacent to Gloaming Hill which is at the end of its life.  

6. Park assets 
The toilet cleaning contractor continues to provide a high quality service and any issues are 
reported promptly. The ongoing maintenance programme continues with track cutbacks, 
weed spraying and mowing around tracks/amenity areas and roads. Some additional gravel 
will be added to the section of track from Te Onepoto Bay to the Inland/Coastal junction, to 
address the slippery nature of the surface following the slips last November. 

The main park entrance sign became a victim to the strong north westerly winds over the 
Spring and was blown apart. A new stronger version has been designed and will be 
installed in a more protected site closer to the entry gate. 

Some tagging of park signs has been repaired, which required the signs to be dismantled 
and taken back to the workshop to be sanded and repainted. 

The section of track between Richards Street and Whitireia Park has been closed due to 
corrosion causing the handrail to fail. We are working with Porirua City Council to look at 
a long term solution to manage this area. The handrail and track section are on PCC land. 

7. Biodiversity management 

7.1 Pest animal control 
Members of the Whitireia Park Restoration Group have continued to top up rat bait stations 
and check predator traps located across much of the park. They have also continued their 
mouse control programme in areas where lizards are most common. More detail of the 
restoration group’s pest control work is contained in their separate report. We appreciate 
the restoration group’s input into pest animal control across the park and particularly in 
areas of high biodiversity values within the Key Native Ecosystem (KNE) site. 

A night search for pest animals was undertaken in late February by Biosecurity department 
staff. No rabbits or possums were seen. No rabbits were seen on the adjacent golf course 
either which is a good indicator that there are few in the area at the moment. The next night 
search will be undertaken in late May.  

7.2 Ecological weed control 
Most ecological weed control that was planned for this year has been completed. The use of 
a helicopter to control weeds on the coastal escarpment on the western side of the park has 
reinforced the value of this approach. Many more weeds were discovered from the 
helicopter view point than were previously found during abseil based work and the 
herbicide application was very precise. Due to the unanticipated amount of weeds found 
and the corresponding extra amount of time that was required to control them, the 
Biodiversity department contributed an extra $2,000 to get this work completed. 
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Helicopter uses spray nozzle to control ecological weeds on the Whitireia escarpment 
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8. 2017-18  Draft Park Budget 

  

OPEX EXPENSES Budget 
2017/18

2017/18 Notes

Ranger's budget:

WBS: 443/2000/1- Ranging

63000 Ranger supplies 2,550      
63000 Toilet Repairs/Plumbing Supplies/ Cleaning 10,000   
63000 Toilet Supplies 2,000     
63300 Brochure reprint 2,500     
63600 Water Rates 5,000     
63605 Security contract 4,000     

26,050   

WBS: 443/2000/7- Maintenance (R)

63700 Roads 1,500     
63700 Fences 1,500     
63700 Mowing costs incl. fire breaks 7,500     

10,500   

WBS: 443/2000/8 - Land Management

63633 Jigsaw Property Fees 600
63600 Rates 5,607     

6,207     

WBS: 443/2000/5 - Revegetation

65000 Planting - Onehunga Bay (WPRG contn) 3,000     
65000 Reveg burned area (firebreaks, spraying, planting) 13,000   

16,000   

Assets and Maintenance Team:

WBS: 443/2000/3- Asset Management Opex

63620 Building exterior cleans 250       
63700 Tracks 2,400     
63700 Structures 500       
63700 Toilet repairs 500       
63700 Buildings maintenance (toilet) 1,800     

5,450     

Total Operating Expenses (Excluding Staff Time) $64,207

CAPEX EXPENSES

WBS: 443/2000/1 - Asset Management Capex - Tracks 7,040
Whitireia walking track and 
Kaitawa Pt

WBS: 443/2000/2 - Asset Management Capex - Fences 25,000   Electric Gate for Thornley St

WBS: 443/2000/2/3 Pou site - Stage III 107,000 Pou Carpark construction 
$139,040

Opex Revenue

WBS: 443/2000/1- 53090 Concession fees 300 Events 
$300
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8.1 Key Native Ecosystem (KNE) site funding 
The Biodiversity department are proposing to spend $19,900 on managing biodiversity 
values within the KNE site on the park in 2017-18. Funding will be allocated to the 
following activities: 

• Ecological weed control in priority areas, i.e. coastal escarpments, wetlands and dunes 

• Predator trapping (stoats, weasels, hedgehogs and rats) 

• Rabbit control by night shooting 

• Surveillance for possums 

• Support for the Restoration Group’s revegetation activities through the preparation and 
maintenance of planting sites. 

The current KNE plans for the Whitireia Coast and adjacent Rocky Bay KNE sites are 
about to be reviewed and combined into one KNE plan to cover both sites. A draft plan 
which will detail proposed biodiversity management activities for the next three years will 
be presented to the Board for feedback and approval. 

9. Recommendation 
That the Board: 

1. Receives the report. 

2. Notes the contents. 

Report prepared by: Report approved by: 

Wayne Boness 
Principal Ranger 

Kim Broad  
Biodiversity Officer 

Fiona Colquhoun 
Parks Planner 

Amanda Cox  
Manager, Parks 

Richard Romijn 
Team Leader, Biodiversity 
 
Tim Porteous  
Manager, Biodiversity  
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SUBJECT: Report for Whitireia Park Board meeting 12 May 2017 

AUTHOR: Vera Li, Assistant Accountant, Greater Wellington Regional Council  

DATE 19 April 2017 

SUBJECT: Draft Accounts   

______________________________________________________________ 

1. Purpose 

To present to the Whitireia Park Board the management accounts for the period of July 
2016 to March 2017 as attached. 

2. Income 

Income has been received from Titahi Bay Golf Club for lease of the land $4,560.  

3. Costs 
Total costs paid by GW are $74,378.  63% of the total GWRC costs are GWRC staff time 
($46,840).  13% of the total GWRC costs are for contractor labour ($9,957) and 12% of the 
total GWRC costs are for project materials supplies ($9,145). 

4. Bank Account 

The bank account balance at end of March 2017 was $40,014.26CR.   

5. Recommendation 
That the Board: 

1. Receives the report. 

2. Notes the contents. 

Report prepared by: Report approved by: Report approved by: 

Vera Li 
Assistant Accountant 

Amanda Cox  
Manager, Parks 

 

Nigel Corry 
General Manager, Environment 
Management Group  
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2015/16    
Full Year

2016/17    
YTD

GW Entries 
2015/16 
Full Year

GW Entries 
2016/17 

YTD
Income $ $ $ $
Water Rates -                 -                 5,017         -                 
Park Concessions -                 -                 1,104         348            
Lease 5,500         4,560         -                 -                 
Interest 76              94              -                 -                 
GWRC -                 -                 140,888    74,030      
Total Income 5,576         4,654         147,009    74,378      

Expenditure $ $ $ $
Sundry 40              -                 -                 -                 
Depreciation 1,676         1,257         -                 -                 
Project Materials -                 -                 45,512      9,145         
Printing -                 -                 2,583         1,190         
Rates -                 -                 5,134         4,005         
Repairs & Maintenance -                 -                 77              2,169         
Loose Tools & Minor Equipment -                 -                 379            98              
Advertising -                 -                 1,525         974            
Contract Labour -                 -                 19,755      9,957         
GWRC Staff Time -                 -                 72,044      46,840      
Total Expenditure 1,716         1,257         147,009    74,378      

Net Surplus / (Deficit) 3,860         3,397         -                 -                 

Statement Comprehensive Revenue and Expense
for the period of 01 July 2015 - 31 March 2017
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30 Jun 2016 31 Mar 2017
FUNDS AND RESERVES

Accumulated Funds 49,815          54,588          
Net Surplus (Deficit) 4,773            3,397            

TOTAL FUNDS AND RESERVES 54,588          57,985          

Represented By:

CURRENT ASSETS

Current Account 35,607          40,014          
Sundry Debtors 21                  845               
GST Receivable (200)
Total Current Assets 35,628          40,659          

Fixed Assets 285,806        285,806        
Accumulated Depreciation (267,253) (268,470)
Total Fixed Assets 18,553          17,336          

Total Assets 54,181          57,995          

CURRENT LIABILITES

GST Payable (412) -                     
Sundry Creditors 5                    10                  
Total Current Liabilites (407) 10                  

Total Liabilites (407) 10                  

NET ASSETS 54,588          57,985          

Whitireia Park Board
Balance Sheet as at 31 March 2017
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Whitireia Park Restoration Group - May 2017 
 

Angus Hulme-Moir has set up a regular time for meeting up and working in the park. This 
could include monitoring, weeding, or lizard work. Meet at the concrete pads at 9am on 
every third Sunday of each month. All welcome. 

2017 Planting Days  

Escarpment planting: 4 and 18 June (weather permitting) 

This area is our major focus for providing habitat and food sources for lizards and 
invertebrates. A good range of species will be added to link with previous years plantings. 
The planting site has been sprayed twice as kikuyu grass is diificult to kill. 

 

Onehunga Bay planting: 18 May  
We continue to add enrichment species to the diversity of habitats in the Onehunga Bay 
area. The marram sprayed area in red will have 150 p�ngao added. The yellow area will have 
Euphorbia glauca (shore spurge) added and the white area has been re-sprayed and will 
have an additional 140 plants added (mainly swamp flax).  
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Shore spurge successfully naturalising in Onehunga Bay backdunes 

 

Volunteer hours: 

Month Trapping Lizard 
project 

Seed 
collection Meetings Planting Maintenance Promotion Admin 

March 26 3 5     7  4 2 

April 30 36 4 6  17  3 4 
 56 39 9 6 0 24 7 6 

 
Predator Trapping 
A bait station network has been added to our mouse trap network to manage mice spikes - 
thanks GWRC Biosecurity for supporting that. 
 
Trap catch 
DOC200 network: 
Stoat - 2 
Weasel - 4 
Rat - 5 
Hedgehog – 3 
 
Lizard work 
Intensive mice control: We have been monitoring rodents every month in Bays A, B and C.  
Mice were tracking very high at the end of summer. We have managed to bring them down 
but they are still higher than we would like. We have been having problems with snails 
eating the poison and the poison getting wet. We have been working with GWRC Biosecurity 
on using a new type of bait station that is not as prone to getting wet.  
We have started a regular working day in the park to carry out the monitoring, rebaiting and 
weed control. It is the third Sunday of every month at 9am. Everyone is most welcome to 
join us for this. As a result, we have expanded our lizard monitoring in all three bays to 70 
pitfalls and onduline covers. We will now monitor twice annually.  
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Leptinella nana update 

DOC has informed us that Leptinella nana or pygmy button daisy which has a threat status of 
Nationally critical is now a prescription species. This means that a long-term 'prescription' is 
developed, made up of two parts. The first part describes the work required to maintain the 
ecosystem(s) in good condition, and the second describes the additional work required for 
managing its threatened species. The management activities outlined in a prescription 
follow current conservation best practice and protocols, and are reviewed and refined over 
time by delivery staff and specialists from within DOC and externally. Prescriptions cover a 
period of 50 years, so require a long-term commitment. 

We expect to provide feedback to DOC’s prescription for Leptinella nana. 

 
 

Lizard Monitor – February 2017 – Angus Hulme-Moir 
Thanks to Dwyllis, Steve, Angela, Nick, Alvin and Angus for carrying out the monitoring – rain 
and shine. Thanks to the pest control crew Rob, Howard, Alvin, Tony, Peter – for the long 
term picture and helping to achieve it. 
Background: 
Whitireia Escarpment, while significantly modified, has good lizard habitat. Two prior 
surveys have been carried out to assess the state of the lizard populations on the 
escarpment and in the wider Park.  
The first survey was carried out by Richard Romijn in 2011 on behalf of Greater Wellington 
Regional Council. Richard used a range of search methods (day searching, pitfalls and 1 night 
search in the forest remnant) and found moderate populations of common skinks, common 
geckos and 2 copper skinks.  
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In 2014 EcoGecko Consultants Ltd  were contracted by Whitireia Restoration Group to carry 
out a second survey across the park using primarily pitfall traps. Their results were similar to 
Richards. A night search failed to find arboreal geckos in the remnant forest. 

Following these surveys the Whitireia Restoration Group (WRG) secured training from 
EcoGecko with a view to continuing the work on an annual basis. WRG started annual 
monitoring in 2015. 

In September 2015 WRG installed intensive rodent control in two bays at Whitireia. 2015 
data represents our baseline before intensive control was activated.  

Monitoring Methodology: 
Up until this year the group has monitored across 5 bays. This year we restricted our 
monitoring to three bays. These comprise two treatment bays (with intensive rodent 
control) and one control bay where no intensive control occurs.  
A key reason is that we are now actively trying to understand if the establishment of 
intensive control has a positive effect on lizard populations and if so which species are 
impacted and in what ways.  

For comparative purposes we have extracted the data relating to the three bays above from 
historic records (2015 & 2016). Hence figures quoted here will differ from previous reports.  

To increase the robustness of monitoring data we have increased the number of pitfalls in 
each of the three bays. The control (Bay A) has 21 pitfalls, Bay B has 20 and Bay C has 28 – a 
total 69 pitfalls. The pitfalls stretch across the bottom of all three bays in two lines. Pitfall 
spacings are approximately 10m. Each is covered by a double layer of onduline. The onduline 
remains there permanently. It is not pulled at the end of the season. 

Trapping effort:  
Traps are opened on Thursday evening and checked early morning Friday and then early to 
mid-morning on Saturday and Sunday. This takes place over two weekends (6 trapping 
nights).  This year it rained for 14 hours on Friday the 17th and so results for Saturday the 
18th were discarded and trapping was pushed out to the Monday following. Total trapping 
nights was 414. 
The first weekend’s weather was significantly different this year to the last two years. See 
Table 1 below. The mornings were cold with minimum temperatures on average 5 degrees 
colder than last year and maximums 3-4 degrees colder.  On the second weekend it rained 
for much of the weekend which was similar to last year. The final two days of the monitor 
were hot and muggy.  
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Table 1: Weather conditions over monitoring period 

Day Activity Temp max min Rain Wind 
  2017 2016 2017 2016 2017 
9 Feb Open traps Thursday evening 18-10 22-16 0mm 0mm NW 
10 Feb • Check Friday  

 
16-8 21-16 0mm 0mm NW 

11 Feb • Check Saturday  18-10 21-15 0mm 0mm NW 
12 Feb • Check Sunday  and close 

 
17-14 22-14 0mm 0mm NW 

       
16Feb Open traps Thursday evening 19-10 23-17 0mm 16mm SE 
17 Feb • Check Friday  18-15 21-16 18mmm 18mm SE 
18 Feb • Check Saturday records discarded 22-14 20-15 1mm 0.2mm S 
19 Feb • Sunday  22-16 20-15 5.4mm 0mm E 
20 Feb • Monday check and close 23-17  1.2mm  N 
 

Results 
196 lizards were either trapped or caught on the Onduline covers, significantly down on last year (257). See Table 2 below. The key metric for determining 
improvements in lizard populations in the treatment area are catch rate per unit effort. This provides the comparative measure for understanding shifts 
over the years. Unfortunately catch rates are also strongly determined by weather. This year catch rate per unit effort was down and this is likely to be due 
to the cold conditions. Three trends are highlighted in yellow.  
Unlike last year multiple captures were uncommon. No lizards were found eaten, dead or attacked by ants. No brown skinks (Oligosoma zelandicum) were 
identified. No other species were found.
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Table 2: Catch rate by site  

Species Catch rate all sites per unit effort Catch rate treatment per unit effort Catch rate control per unit effort 

2015 2016 2017 2015 2016 2017 2015 2016 2017

Total lizards 1.12 0.78 0.44 0.68 0.70 0.41 1.43 0.90 0.52

Northern 
grass skink 

0.41 0.51 0.35 0.56 0.57 0.33 0.33 0.43 0.40

Raukawa 
gecko 

0.68 0.24 0.05 0.11 0.10 0.03 1.07 0.47 0.09

Copper skink 0.02 0.02 0.04 0.02 0.03 0.05 0.02 0.00 0.03
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Table 3 below compares the relative percentage of species across the years and sites. Three trends are highlighted in yellow. We are hoping that the trend 
in copper skink captures continues. They are likely to be a good indicator of whether mice control is working well.  

Table 3: relative percentage of species  

Species % of total catch across all sites % catch treatment site % catch control 

2015 2016 2017 2015 2016 2017 2015 2016 2017

Northern 
grass skink

36.3% 66.0% 80% 82.2% 81.0% 81% 23.4% 47.7% 77%

Raukawa 
gecko

60.4% 31.4% 10% 15.6% 14.3% 7% 75.2% 52.3% 17%

Copper 
skink

1.6% 2.6% 10% 2.2% 4.8% 12% 1.5% 0.0% 6%

unknown  9% 12% 2%

Discussion 
This year’s monitor has highlighted the need to undertake multiple monitors per annum (as discussed with us by Rod Hitchmough). The weather is such a 
significant confounding factor that multiple monitoring runs are required to reduce the impact it has on establishing a tracking trend. There were also 
significant changes this year in the percentage of animals caught in the onduline vs the pitfalls. In 2016 the percentage caught in the onduline was 16%, this 
year it was 37%. As a result the number of unknown lizards increased significantly.  
While it is too early to say what impact the intensive control is having we are pleased to see the copper numbers and catch rates tracking in the right 
direction in the treatment bay
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P�ngao tour 

On 26 March Raewyn Klenner organised several weavers to join me to look at the p�ngao which the 
Whitireia Restoration group has planted in the sand dunes of the park over the past 10 years.  The 
p�ngao has been sourced from the nearest wild populations on the Kapiti Coast as it is extinct in 
Porirua. On our walk, we noticed rabbit damage to the plants. GWRC Biosecurity department have 
been shooting rabbits in the area for over 10 years and this combined with the reduced amount of 
short exotic grass species has led to decline in rabbit numbers. However, the remaining animals are 
still causing damage to plants especially p�ngao which they favour, and especially new growth. We 
would all be grateful if the remaining rabbits could be eliminated. 

It also appears that unconsented harvest is occurring as we saw some plants with their growing 
stems cut off. The women suggested signage about p�ngao could help deter or alert others about 
unconsented harvesting. 

 
 

There is also a lot of flax harvesting in the wetland in Onehunga Bay. Perhaps signage at the road 
frontage of the swamp could help deter unwanted harvesting. 

 

Robyn Smith 
WPRG Coordinator 
robsmithii@xtra.co.nz 
027 437 2497 
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