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Please note that these minutes remain unconfirmed until the Whitireia Park Board meeting on  

11 May 2018 

 

 

SUBJECT Whitireia Park Board minutes 

WHEN Friday, 9 February 2018 at 9:15am. 

WHERE Te Puna Ora meeting room, Takapuwahia Marae, 23 Ngatitoa Street, Porirua. 

 

Present 

 

Jenny Brash  Barbara Donaldson (Chair)  Prue Lamason 

Taku Parai  Sharli-Jo Solomon 

 

 

Taku Parai opened proceedings with a karakia timatanga. 

 

1 Apologies 

Moved (Donaldson/ Parai) 

That the Board accepts the apology for absence from Jenny Ngarimu. 

The motion was CARRIED. 

2 Public participation  

Gary Fowles, Transmission Manager, Radio New Zealand, advised that an engineering 

assessment of the strengthened aerial mast stated that the masts could handle winds up to 175 

kilometres per hour.  Wind of that speed had been reached once in the past 10 years. 

Terry Gardiner, President of the Titahi Bay Golf Club Inc. advised that the club had 

responded to the Board’s letter regarding the review and renewal of the club’s lease.  He also 

advised that the club had received an invoice from Greater Wellington Regional Council for 

water rates, backdated to 2016.  The club is in negotiation with Greater Wellington Regional 

Council regarding a payment plan for the backdated rates. 
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3 Declarations of conflict of interest 

There were no declarations of conflict of interest. 

4 Confirmation of minutes of 1 December 2017 

Moved (Lamason/ Solomon) 

That the Board confirms the minutes of the meeting of 1 December 2017. 

The motion was CARRIED. 

5 Work programme update 

Wayne Boness, Principal Ranger, Greater Wellington Regional Council, spoke to the report. 

He advised that the Department of Conservation’s removal of lizard fencing from Mana 

Island had been successfully completed on 8 February 2018. 

Fiona Colquhoun, Parks Planner, Greater Wellington Regional Council, advised the Board 

on the process for the review of Greater Wellington Regional Council’s Parks Network Plan.  

While Whitireia Park does not fall under the jurisdiction of the Parks Network Plan the 

review of the Plan may identify matters that could be considered in the context of the 

Board’s management plan for Whitireia Park. 

In response to a question from the Board regarding the issuing of fire permits, Fiona 

Colquhoun advised that under the Whitireia Park Bylaws 2016 the lighting of fires in the 

Park is prohibited, unless the fire is a portable gas barbeque or gas stove, or the express 

permission of the Whitireia Park Board or an authorised person and the Rural Fire Authority 

in a Restricted or Prohibited Fire Season has been obtained. 

 

Moved (Lamason/ Parai) 

That the Board:  

1. Receives the report. 

2. Notes the contents. 

3. Approves the payment of $1,863.00 including GST for Stage 1 Archaeological works 

for the Pou Carpark project. 

The motion was CARRIED. 

Noted: The Board requested officers to provide information on the counts of visitors to 

Whitireia Park. 
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6 Draft accounts 

Moved (Lamason/ Parai) 

That the Board:  

1. Receives the report.  

2. Notes the contents of the report.  

The motion was CARRIED. 

7 Restoration Group update - January 2018 

The Board acknowledged the content of the report and acknowledged the work undertaken in 

recent months. 

The meeting closed at 10.00am. 

 

 

Barbara Donaldson 

Chair, Whitireia Park Board 

Date:  
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WORK PROGRAMME UPDATE          PAGE 1 OF 4 

SUBJECT: Report for Whitireia Park Board meeting 11 May 2018 

AUTHOR: Wayne Boness, Principal Ranger 

Richard Romijn, Team Leader - Biodiversity Management 

Fiona Colquhoun, Parks Planner 

DATE 3 April 2018 

SUBJECT: Work Programme update 

______________________________________________________________ 

1. Purpose 

To provide the Whitireia Park Board (the Board) with an update on the implementation of 

the annual work programme at Whitireia Park (the Park) and progress action points from 

the last meeting. 

2. Background 

A programme of work for the 2017-18 financial year was approved by the Board at its 

meeting on 12 May 2017. 

3. Biodiversity management 

3.1 Pest animal control 

A night search for possums and rabbits in mid-March turned up another possum, sighted 

and shot on the coastal escarpment, and one rabbit on the golf course. It is a surprise that 

another possum has turned up and a reminder that we need to remain vigilant to avoid a 

population of possums establishing in the Park. 
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WORK PROGRAMME UPDATE  PAGE 2 OF 4
  
  

3.2 Ecological weed control 

Two aerial spraying operations are planned to take place when favourable wind conditions 

allow, from 1 May 2018. Inconsistent wind patterns and high temperatures through the 

first part of 2 0 1 8  have hampered efforts to get this work completed. O ne operation 

will target a range of ecological weeds on the western coastal escarpment while the second 

will target gorse and pampas. Public notifications for the operations remain active. We 

will also undertake a neighbourhood letterbox drop which will include an aerial spraying 

fact sheet prior to the second operation commencing. 

Ground based weed control work and spot spraying in preparation for community planting 

in areas of Onehunga Bay and Te Onepoto estuary is near completion.  

3.3 Whitireia Park Restoration Group awarded 

We congratulate the restoration group on being awarded "Best Coastal Community Group" 

at the national conference of the Coastal Restoration Trust of NZ. Over the last 10+ years, 

the restoration group has effectively restored areas of dune and coastal wetland habitat in 

the Park, in the face of numerous challenges. 

4. Parks Planning  

The Parks Network Plan review will be presented to the Environment Committee meeting 

on 10 May with a six week period of public consultation and engagement proposed.  This 

initial stage of consultation is informal information gathering and not part of the Reserves 

Act process. Consultation will commence mid-May and whilst it does not include Whitireia 

park consultation will include the general Porirua community in relation to Belmont and 

Battle Hill parks. Consultation is planned to commence mid-May. 

No recent feedback has been received from Porirua City Council in relation to the 

permanent closure or new bylaw to restrict vehicles on the unformed section of Te Onepoto 

Road. The temporary closure remains in place. 

Porirua City Council officers informally advised us that Radio New Zealand is considering 

selling some of their land for residential housing. A District Plan change would be required 

for this to occur with the land currently zoned Open Space. PCC advises that the first pre-

consultation draft of the District Plan is expected to be October 2018.   

The Whitireia Park management plan identifies that the Radio NZ land is owned (fee 

simple) by Radio NZ and subject to the Reserves Act and classified as Recreation Reserve 

for the term of the lease to DOC. The lease expires 31 March 2027. We contacted DOC and 

they were not aware of the Radio NZ land sale proposal.  
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WORK PROGRAMME UPDATE  PAGE 3 OF 4
  
  

5. General park management 

5.1 Ranger service 

The long, dry, warm period of settled weather has continued into autumn bringing a steady 

stream of visitors and overall, behaviour has been very good. 

Random patrols continue to ensure people are not trying to stay in the park overnight now 

we have no security patrols and the gate closes automatically. Visitors have adapted to the 

new regime with no major issues being recorded. 

The Pou Carpark process continues with a final application to Heritage NZ to be submitted. 

This includes the installation of a gate to close vehicle access to Kaitawa Point. Porirua 

City Council will process a final resource consent application while the Heritage NZ 

authority process is completed. The construction of the car park has now been delayed until 

the new financial year.  While later than expected this works well for the earthworks 

contractor who has been delayed on other projects. 

The Park Ranger continues to engage with casual dog walkers as part of a proactive 

educational approach, raising awareness of the bylaws. Several people have been spoken to, 

many of whom already had dogs on leads, and those that did not were compliant (with a 

few exceptions). Raising awareness with these users is important and most seem to accept 

the reasoning behind increasing the control measures. 

The seat installation has been completed and it is being well used. A letter thanking the 

people who donated the seat to the park has been sent. 
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WORK PROGRAMME UPDATE  PAGE 4 OF 4
  
  

We continue to work with the Wellington Coastal Climbing Association (the Association), 

which has been established to undertake maintenance of the rock climbing bolts at the Park. 

The Association comprises members of the Region’s rock climbing groups. The Association 

has replaced all of the bolt anchors as agreed in the first phase of works. The focus over the 

next few months is to get the MOU in place. 

Prior to the hay being picked up some members of the public rolled some bales into the 

gullies. We are looking at ways of extracting these and it is most likely we will cut the 

covers and hand remove the hay. 

We have been investigating options for signage to raise awareness and improve behaviour of 

dog owners around coastal areas where little blue penguins may be present. We will present 

some options to the board at the meeting around how to progress this. Once confirmed we 

will get our design team to produce signs that can be produced and installed. 

The Porirua Grand Traverse was successfully run with around 900 participants taking part.  

This year the event involved running down the park road to Onehunga Bay, which required 

traffic to be stopped at the concrete pads. Overall this occurred without any issue or impact on 

other park visitors. Some small refinements have been discussed with the organisers for next 

year’s event, mainly around advertising road closures in various media ahead of the event. 

The landscape maintenance team have been spraying track sides and cutting back vegetation. 

The “walk-over” stile at the Onehunga Bay entrance to the Coastal track is to be replaced 

with a “walk through” version to enhance access for visitors.   

The park operating budget for the 2018/19 financial year beginning 1 July 2018 is currently 

being developed and will be presented at the next board meeting for approval.  

6. Recommendation 

That the Board: 

1. Receives the report. 

2. Notes the contents. 

Report prepared by: Report prepared by: 

Wayne Boness 
Principal Ranger, GWRC 

Richard Romijn 
Team Leader, Biodiversity Management, GWRC 

Report prepared by: Report approved by: 

Fiona Colquhoun 
Parks Planner, GWRC 

Amanda Cox 
Manager, Parks, GWRC 
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DRAFT ACCOUNTS   WWUP-8-62      PAGE 1 OF 4 

SUBJECT: Report for Whitireia Park Board meeting  

AUTHOR: Maggie Lau, Management Accountant 

DATE 11 May 2018 

SUBJECT: Draft Accounts  

_____________________________________________________________ 

1. Purpose 

To present to the Whitireia Park Board (the Board) with the management accounts for the 

period November 2017 to March 2018, as attached.  

2. Income 

Income has been received from Titahi Bay Golf Club for lease of the land $5,500. 

3. Costs 

Total costs paid by Greater Wellington Regional Council (GWRC) are $71,581, of which 

55% of the total GWRC costs are GWRC staff time ($39,087) and 45% of the total 

GWRC costs are for project and materials supplies ($32,494). 

4. Bank Account 

The bank account balance at 31 March 2018 was $444,328.50 CR. 

5. Annual Accounts and Audit clearance 

As per the Section 156 of the Crown Entities Act the Board is required to forward its 

annual financial statements to the Auditor – General within three months of the end of 

each financial year.  

6. Titahi Bay Golf Club Water Rates 

Two payments have been made to GWRC re historical water rates since January 2018. 

Remaining debt is $3,298.75. There will be another water rates invoice in April. 
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DRAFT ACCOUNTS  PAGE 2 OF 4 
 

7. Recommendation 

That the Board: 

1. Receives the report. 

2. Notes the contents. 

Report prepared by: Report approved by: Report approved by: 

 

 

Maggie Lau 
Management Accountant, 
GWRC  

Amanda Cox 
Manager, Parks, GWRC 

Nigel Corry 
General Manager, environment 
Management Group, GWRC 
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2016/17       

Full Year

2017/18       

YTD

GW Entries 

2016/17 

Full Year

GW Entries 

2017/18 

YTD

Income $ $ $ $

Water Rates -                 -                 -                 7,158         

Park Concessions -                 -                 522            802            

Lease 5,935         4,125         -                 -                 

Interest 102            59              -                 -                 

GWRC -                 -                 98,390      63,621      

Total Income 6,037         4,184         98,912      71,581      

Expenditure $ $ $ $

Sundry 40              -                 -                 -                 

Depreciation 1,676         1,256         -                 -                 

Project Materials -                 -                 26,698      19,689      

Printing -                 -                 1,567         1,081         

Rates -                 -                 5,340         3,485         

Repairs & Maintenance -                 1,620         2,169         -                 

Loose Tools & Minor Equipment -                 -                 377            67              

Advertising -                 -                 1,889         321            

Contract Labour -                 -                 87              7,851         

GWRC Staff Time -                 -                 60,785      39,088      

Total Expenditure 1,716         2,876         98,912      71,581      

Net Surplus / (Deficit) 4,321         1,308         -                 -                 

Statement Comprehensive Revenue and Expense

for the period of 01 July 2017 - 31st March 2018
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30 Jun 2017 31 Mar 2018

FUNDS AND RESERVES

Accumulated Funds 53,675          57,997          

Net Surplus (Deficit) 4,321            1,308            

TOTAL FUNDS AND RESERVES 57,996          59,305          

Represented By:

CURRENT ASSETS

Current Account 41,596          44,329          

Sundry Debtors 29                  29                  

GST Receivable 412               198               

Total Current Assets 42,037          44,556          

Fixed Assets 285,806        285,806        

Accumulated Depreciation (269,801) (271,057)

Total Fixed Assets 16,005          14,749          

Total Assets 58,042          59,304          

CURRENT LIABILITES

GST Payable -                     -                     

Sundry Creditors 45                  -                     

Total Current Liabilites 45                  -                     

Total Liabilites 45                  -                     

NET ASSETS 57,996          59,304          

Whitireia Park Board

Balance Sheet as at 31 Mar 2018

13



  

7 



 1 

Whitireia Park Restoration Group - May 2018 
 

New members: 

The core coordinating group have been joined by Lisa and John who live in Titahi Bay. They 

have brought fresh ideas and great computer skills and are keen to help organise and 

support the work we do. Already they have contributed a lot of time and we are very 

pleased to have their help to spread the work load. 

 
Left to right: Angus, Lisa, John and Rob amongst some plantings near the bush remnant 

 

Planting days for 2018:  

The escarpment planting day is scheduled for 9 am to 11 am on 6 May (weather permitting). 

These plantings provide habitat and food sources for lizards and invertebrates and a seed 

source for natural regeneration of the surrounding areas. 

We will continue to add enrichment species to the diversity of habitats in the Onehunga Bay 

area. A further 100 pingao will be added to 2 sites on the dunes.  The wetland at Onehunga 

Bay will have enrichment species added such as kahikatea and hukihuki (swamp coprosma) 

 

The valley between Onehunga Bay and the track saddle will have a further 550 plants added 

on 27 May. The area near the upper bridge in the valley is the last area to plant to connect 

Onehunga Bay with the Te Onepoto stream valley. A further 200 plants will also fill in gaps 

further down the valley. 

 

The Global Volunteer organisation and Enviro schools are partnering with us to plant at Te 

Onepoto estuary this winter. They have a planting day scheduled on 16 May. They are also 

keen to do a beach clean-up. This will also be in May. The beach which needs the clean-up of 

plastic the most is east of Kaitawa Point.  
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Cyclone Gita 

The effects of Cyclone Gita are most seen in the rocky coast facing north. Nine pitfalls and 3 

A24 traps were lost on the coast as driftwood was pushed 10 or more metres inland. These 

pitfalls and traps have now been replaced by a Sunday work party.  

 

 
 

The dunes at Kaiaua Bay lost around 5 metres of sand from the foredune. This is not a 

problem as during storm events it is normal for foredunes to be swept away. The sand is 

taken out into the bay to settle on an underwater bar. Over a period of months, the sand is 

then pushed back onto the beach by wave action and then blown back up into the dunes 

where it is trapped by the specialised sand binding species.  

Onehunga Bay dunes had large amounts of driftwood dumped several metres further inland 

than any normal storm. Some plants had to be uncovered but we have lost some of the sand 

Pimelea. Again, the dunes will recover. 
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Signage  

Titahi Bay School year 6's designed these excellent signs and Greater Wellington made them. 

The group installed them. Many thanks to everyone for this. 

 
 

The Little Blue penguin breeding season will start next month. We would like to see signage, 

which was planned after the deaths of the penguins last season, erected in the park to warn 

people of the nesting birds. 

 

Environmental weeds  

Gorse, boneseed, pampas, karo and pohutukawa are freely seeding in the park and are 

appearing on disturbed areas. They are all a threat to the regeneration of native species in 

the park and to the planted areas. Aerial spraying of gorse and pampas in some areas was 

carried out in 2015 and 2016 but not in 2017 because of adverse weather conditions. Other 

patches of gorse and some roadside infestations of pohutukawa were controlled by ground 

spraying. 

The biodiversity department are doing a great job of working their way along the high value 

areas as per the KNE Plan, but the group would like to see a weed strategy to guide work for 

the remainder of the park. These weed species will re-invade areas where others are 

carrying out weed control work. Working systematically on several species in specific areas is 

cost effective. 

Fence at Onehunga Bay 

The group has been informed that the fence along the road side of the wetland at Onehunga 

Bay will be removed. We understand why this unsightly fence should be removed but do 

have concerns that there will be no protection of the vegetation in the wetland and 

surrounding plantings. Can a minimal fence replace the old one? 

 

We also believe it will make it easier for people to remove flax as has been happening 

without a permit for the past several years.  
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We are also concerned that motorbikes will use the area. Currently there is at least one 

motorbike (unregistered) that rides around in Onehunga Bay and other areas just before 

dark almost every night. 

 

Volunteer hours: 

Month 
Trapping 

Lizard 
project 

Seed 
collection 

Meetings Planting Maintenance Promotion 
Admin 

March 
26 3 

6 
 10   

18 
6 

5 

April 
30 36 

5 7  13 
4 

6 

 56 39 11 17 0 31 10 11 

 

 

Leptinella nana update 

Leptinella nana sites did well in the early part of summer but in late summer when it was 

very dry they started to shrivel. Luckily a well-timed rainfall meant that they did not need 

hand watering. 

 

Lizard Monitor – February 2018 – Angus Hulme-Moir 

A successful lizard monitor was carried out over two weekends in February – thanks to 

Angela, Dwyllis, Steve, Alvin, Nick, Hamish, Rob and Angus. Cyclone Gita intervened in the 

middle which impacted the number of traps available. However, it did not seem to have a 

great effect on the lizard catch post cyclone. 360 lizards were caught and measured. The 

number of copper skinks continues to rise in one of the treatment sites. No detectable 

trends are obvious between the control and treatment sites yet.  

 

Trapping effort:  Angus 

Thanks to GWRC for the trap audit which showed up some issues. We are working with 

Darren to resolve these and move some traps. In the interim we have attracted two new 

trappers to help with the DOC200 lines. These are now getting checked more often. There 

has been a spike in weasel and hedgehog catches which confirms what other groups are 

finding. Monthly rebaiting and re-luring continues at three intensively managed treatment 

sites.  
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Award: 

The Whitireia Park Restoration Group won the Best Coastal Community Group award at the 

NZ Coastal Restoration conference in Petone in February 2018. 

 

Robyn Smith with Greg Bennett, President NZ Coastal Restoration Trust 

Road stopping 

The rocky point is a favoured roosting site for several coastal bird species. If the road is to be 

stopped at the narrowest point we would like to see barriers placed so people cannot drive 

more than 2 metres onto the point. This will enable cars to turn without disturbing the 

wildlife. 
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Angus Hulme-Moir, Chris Gibbons, Edmund Stephen-Smith, Lisa Casasanto, Robyn Smith 

WPRG Coordinators 

April 2018
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Appendix 1: 

Proposal to translocate a new skink species to Whitireia Park 

Proposal 

The Whitireia Park Restoration Group are seeking approval from the Whitireia Park Board (GWRC 
and Ngati Toa Rangatira) to pursue a translocation of ornate skinks from Wellington to Whitireia 
Park. The translocation would be subject to DOC approval. At this stage we are seeking the go ahead 
to develop an expression of interest to put to DOC. 

 

 

Ornate skinks are one of our many gorgeous mokomoko found across the North Island. They are 
secretive, inhabiting the leaf litter and rock screes of forests and scrubland. Like many of our skinks 
they have a threat status and are classified ‘At Risk - declining’1. This is particularly true in places 
where predators are not well controlled.  

Background 

The Whitireia Park Restoration Group has been active in the Park for the past 11 years. In 2014 we 
added lizard conservation to our work. We started with a lizard survey, contracting Ecogecko 
Consultants to survey the wider Park.  The survey built on GWRC’s survey in 2011 (Richard Romijn2) 
by expanding the search effort across a larger area. As per Richard’s survey three species were 
detected in the park: northern grass skinks, raukawa geckos and copper skinks.  

WRG obtained a DOC wildlife permit and continued the lizard survey effort in 2015. No further 
species were found. Following this, the group has focused its efforts on two coastal bays on the 
escarpment and is undertaking a four-year study (with DOC support) to ascertain whether intensive 
mouse control can improve outcomes for the Park’s lizards. We monitor pest species monthly and 

                                                           
1 Conservation status of New Zealand reptiles, 2015 Rod Hitchmough, Ben Barr, Marieke Lettink, Jo Monks, James Reardon, Mandy 

Tocher, Dylan van Winkel and Jeremy Rolfe  
2 Romijn R. 2011. Lizard fauna of Baring Head and Whitireia Park. Greater Wellington Regional Council.  
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lizards twice yearly. Two years into the study, no clear patterns have developed to date. This work 
will continue. 

Whitireia Park lizards 
The Park has moderate lizard numbers (Richard Romijn 2011). At one time, however, it would have 
rustled and moved with lizards and insects. Of the 15 species of lizard known to the Wellington 
Region, only three are present in the Park. Historically many others, including ornate skinks would 
have lived in the coastal forest and coastal scrublands. Lizards provided an important ecological 
function as pollinators and prey for our native birds.  
The Park continues to be a place where lizards can thrive, and its geography and habitat assist this. It 
has: 

 A good range of habitat and refugia for skinks/geckos on the coastal scarps. The small forest 
remnant is good habitat for geckos and forest skinks. 

 Manageable predator numbers: 

 No possums 

 Low numbers of hedgehogs. Few hedgehogs are caught compared to other coastal sites such 
as Baring Head 

 Very low rat numbers on the coastal scarp and forest remnant. The dry conditions and dense 
grass probably assist this 

 Low reinvasion rates. The sea on the greater perimeter along with Titahi Bay suburb (with 
200 backyard traps) assist with this. 

 Good access for management activities 

 
Release Site (Forest Remnant) 

Ornate skinks are a forest species who prefer damp conditions with thick leaf and branch litter on 
the forest floor. The remnant is small in size (~1ha) but big enough to sustain good numbers of 
lizards which occupy very small territories. It currently has low numbers of raukawa gecko and 
northern grass skink. The site lends itself for this proposal in that it has: 

 Good access but no public walking tracks 

 No possums 

 Good forest floor layer 

 Low rats. 2 years of monitoring have shown an average tracking index of <5% 

 Controllable mice. The wider park has very high mice numbers over summer. This is a 
challenge for our coastal sites where the summer irruption can overrun the pest control 
network. In the forest our highest tracking has been 30% and that is without a mouse 
control network in place 

Fence 

We are also seeking permission to build a 1m high leaky fence within the forest remnant. The 
purpose of the fence would be to enhance predator control over the first three years of the 
translocation. It would not be permanent. We are not sure what DOC will recommend – fence or no 
fence. Hence, we are seeking permission pre-emptively.  It would be ~200m around the perimeter 
and sit entirely within the forest remnant. The fence has a 100mm footing that needs to be dug into 
the ground.  

Project steps: 

 Seek approval from Ngati Toa Rangatira, GWRC and the Park Board  

 Develop an expression of interest proposal to put to DOC 

 Subject to response prepare a full translocation proposal  

 Secure funding  
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 Develop a project plan 
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