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SUBJECT Whitireia Park Board minutes 

WHEN Friday, 12 May 2017 at 9.22am. 

WHERE Puna Ora meeting room, Takapuwahia Marae, 23 Ngatitoa Street, Porirua. 

Present

Jenny Brash  Barbara Donaldson (Chair) Prue Lamason  

            Jenny Ngarimu Sharli-Jo Solomon  

               

Jenny Ngarimu opened proceedings with a Karakia Timatanga. 

1 Apologies

Moved                     (Donaldson/ Ngarimu) 

 That the Board accepts the apology for absence from Taku Parai. 

2 Public participation  

Angus Holme-Muir of the Whitireia Restoration Group outlined the group’s request for 
approval to investigate the pros, cons and cost of installing a small area of fencing at the 
bottom of the escarpment as a predator fence to protect lizards. A document outlining the 
proposal was tabled.

3 Conflict of interest declarations  

There were no declarations of conflict of interest.

4 Confirmation of minutes of 10 February 2017 

Moved                            (Lamason/ Brash) 

 That the Board confirms the minutes of the meeting of 10 February 2017. 

The motion was CARRIED. 
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5 Whitireia Park Board Chair – frequency of election 

Moved                             (Lamason/ Ngarimu) 

That the Board:

1. Receives the report.

2. Notes the contents of the report.

3. Determines that the election of the Chair shall be held at the first meeting of the Board 
following each triennial election of the Greater Wellington Regional Council, with the 
next Chair election to be held in late 2019. 

The motion was CARRIED. 

6 Work Programme Update 

Wayne Boness, Principal Ranger, GWRC, spoke to the report.

Moved                  (Lamason/ Ngarimu) 

That the Board: 

1. Receives the report. 

2. Notes the contents of the report. 

The motion was CARRIED. 

Noted: The Board requested that future reports referencing the botanical names of plants 
also include the M�ori and common names of the plants. 

7 Draft accounts 

Moved                       (Lamason/ Brash) 

That the Board:

1. Receives the report.

2. Notes the contents of the report.

The motion was CARRIED. 
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8 Whitireia Park Restoration Group update

 The Board noted the content of the report and acknowledged the work undertaken in recent 
months.

9 Item on the agenda may be dealt with

Moved                    (Donaldson/ Brash) 

That under Standing Order 3.5.4 the Board deals with the proposal from the Whitireia 
Restoration Group for the investigation of a predator fence to protect lizards. The item is not 
on the agenda because it was not brought to the Board’s attention prior to this meeting and 
discussion on the matter cannot be delayed to a subsequent meeting due to the need to secure 
materials currently available to progress the investigation.

 The motion was CARRIED. 

 Moved                (Ngarimu/ Solomon)

That the Board approves the proposal from the Whitireia Restoration Group for an 
investigation into the pros, cons and costs of installing a small area of fencing at the bottom 
of the escarpment, subject to the investigation being undertaken in collaboration with 
Greater Wellington Regional Council.

 The motion was CARRIED.

10 Items not on the agenda for discussion 

The Chair advised that in accordance with Standing Order 3.5.5 three items not on the 
Board’s meeting agenda would be discussed: 

• i-Pou 
• Policies and values underpinning the work of Whitireia Park Board 
• Proposal to notify a waahi tapu area. 

Jenny Ngarimu advised the meeting of the potential for i-Pou to be used as a tool to promote 
Whitireia Park. Officers were requested to report to the next meeting on the potential use of 
i-Pou for the park. 

Jenny Ngarimu asked about the policies and values underpinning the work and direction of 
the Board and Whitireia Park. The Board noted that the Whitireia Park Management Plan 
and the Whitireia Park Bylaws are key documents in that regard. 

Sharli-Jo Solomon informed the Board of Ng�ti Toa’s 2007 proposal to the Maori Heritage 
Council to register Whitireia Park as a waahi tapu area. 
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The meeting closed at 10.20am. 

Barbara Donaldson 

Chair, Whitireia Park Board 

Date:
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WORK PROGRAMME UPDATE           PAGE 1 OF 6

SUBJECT: Report for Whitireia Park Board meeting  

AUTHOR: Wayne Boness, Principal Ranger, Fiona Colquhoun, Parks Planner, and Richard 
Romijn, Team Leader, Biodiversity Management 

DATE OF MEETING 24 November 2017 

SUBJECT: Work programme update 

______________________________________________________________

1. Purpose 
To provide the Whitireia Park Board (the Board) with an update on the implementation of 
the annual work programme at Whitireia Park and progress action points from the last 
meeting. 

2. Background 
A programme of work for the 2017-18 financial year was approved by the Board at its 
meeting on 12 May 2017. 

3. Biodiversity management 
3.1 Pest animal control 

A possum was shot by staff during a night-time search for pest animals in the park in early 
November. This, and several other observations of possum presence in the park over the 
last twelve months, indicates that possum incursions are becoming more frequent. This may 
be the result of the cessation of possum control in reserves on the southern side of Titahi 
Bay which would have been preventing possums from migrating to the park from coastal 
areas to the south. To address the issue staff are looking at positioning additional bait 
stations in bushy gullies within the park, and adjacent areas outside the park, to control 
possums when they arrive.  

No rabbits were seen during the night-time search. A concerted effort was put into 
searching the dune plantings in Kaiaua Bay where browsing of p�ngao is causing particular 
concern. Although rabbits are clearly present in this area, they are proving very elusive. We 
will persevere with further attempts to control them. 

Members of the Whitireia Park Restoration Group (the Group) have continued to top up rat 
bait stations and check predator traps located across much of the park. They have also 
continued their mouse control programme in areas where lizards are most common. More 
detail of the Group’s pest control work is contained in a separate report. We appreciate the 
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WORK PROGRAMME UPDATE PAGE 2 OF 6 

Group’s input into pest animal control across the park and particularly in areas of high 
biodiversity values within the Key Native Ecosystem (KNE) site. 

3.2 Ecological weed control 
Contracts are in place for ecological weed control work planned to be undertaken over the 
summer months, outside of school holiday periods. Ground control work is underway, with 
Spanish heath control in the Kaitawa Bay area being completed so far. Aerial control of 
weeds on the western coastal escarpment is planned for February.  

The aerial spraying operation to control gorse and pampas should be completed by 
Christmas, depending on favourable wind conditions. The public notification remains 
active and we will undertake a neighbourhood letterbox drop, including the aerial spraying 
fact sheet, prior to the spraying work. 

3.3 Revegetation 
Weed control is planned for three areas of Te Onepoto estuary to support revegetation work 
that the restoration group are planning there next winter. 

4. Parks planning 
The temporary closure of Onepoto Road at the boatshed gate remains in place. Porirua City 
Council (PCC) officers have not yet progressed a more permanent arrangement, such as the 
suggested bylaw change (as outlined in NZ Walking Access Commission advice). Parks 
Planning is staying in touch with PCC officers regarding this. 

4.1 Commercial dog walkers in Whitireia and GWRC managed parks 
Over recent years, the number of small businesses undertaking dog walking activities in 
parks has increased significantly. There are now many commercial dog walkers operating 
in the Wellington region, taking sometimes large groups of dogs into regional parks and 
Whitireia Park.  

The Whitireia Park Bylaws 2016 are made under the Reserves Act 1977 and the Whitireia 
Park Board (the Board) is the administering body. Clause 22 of Whitireia Park Bylaws 
requires the prior permission of the Board before carrying out “trade, business or 
occupation within the reserve”. GWRC administers concession activities for the Board. The 
requirement for permission for commercial activities is also common to the Greater 
Wellington Parks, Forests and Reserves Bylaw 2016. 

To familiarise commercial dog walking operators with the requirements for obtaining 
permission via a permit, GWRC officers organised a number of meetings to find out more 
about the nature of commercial dog operators’ activities, and discussed possible permit 
conditions with them. Most commercial dog walkers have been happy to accept the need 
for a permit, and so far, four 12-month permits have been issued. 
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However one commercial dog walking operator has been visiting Whitireia Park on a 
regular basis and to date has refused to obtain a permit for the activity. GWRC officers 
provided the operator with information about the need for a permit, and then on subsequent 
visits, verbally warned him about possible compliance activities, should he not obtain one. 
Legal advice from DLA Piper was also sought and a warning letter advising of the breach 
of bylaw sent to the operator on 6 November 2017.  

5. General park management 
5.1 Ranger service 

Visitor numbers have steadily increased as we have moved into the warmer days, with 
many taking advantage of the good days to stretch their legs and enjoy the park surrounds. 

We continue to work closely with Radio New Zealand when extreme wind events are 
forecast which could put the integrity of the remaining mast at risk. We have had one park 
closure recently. Communication from Radio New Zealand has been good, enabling us to 
get messages out to visitors via social media and the GWRC website about mast 
maintenance and very occasional park closures.  

Following the exploratory trenches excavated at the Kaitawa pou site, Heritage NZ 
requested some additional earthworks construction detail. This required an updated 
application for the works, which is being completed. Once that is processed, a final 
resource consent application for construction will be lodged with PCC. Prior to lodging, we 
will discuss the applications with the Ngati Toa resource advisors. We anticipate beginning 
construction following Christmas, and the site is currently cordoned off to allow it to fully 
dry out after the wet winter. We had towed several cars from the site prior to closing the 
site off. 

The Park Ranger has been engaging with casual dog walkers as part of a proactive 
educational approach raising awareness of the new bylaws. Several people have been 
spoken to, many of whom already had dogs on leads and those that didn’t were compliant 
(with a few exceptions). Raising awareness with these users is important and most seem to 
accept the reasoning behind increasing the control measures. Over the summer period, we 
will be participating in a programme that the Department of Conservation is leading on 
“What makes dog owners unique?”. In this project, we hope to address the concerns that 
many agencies have with dog owners in protected areas on New Zealand’s beaches.  

The Thornley Street entrance gate has been replaced with an automated type, which is 
working well after a few minor teething problems. We are continuing to have the security 
patrol check the park for people as they adapt to the new closing regime, and this will be 
phased out in early December. Park Rangers will carry out random checks over the 
summer to ensure people are not staying in the park during closing times. Out of hours 
access arrangements are in place for emergency and essential services. 
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New Thornley Street Gate and Park Entrance sign 

We have been approached by a company proposing an art installation at Whitireia Park. 
The work is currently on display at the Eco Park in Taiwan. Below is a photo of the art 
work, as well as an impression of it installed at Whitireia Park. The footprint of the work is 
a triangle measuring approx. 6m x 11m, to a height of 4m above the ground, and it has 
been specified to survive high winds. We have requested some additional information and 
suggested another site, as the proposed site would impact on sightlines of visitors arriving 
at the park. 

10



WORK PROGRAMME UPDATE PAGE 5 OF 6 

We have been working closely with a new group established to undertake maintenance of 
the rock climbing bolts at Whitireia Park. The Wellington Coastal Climbing Association 
comprises members of the Region’s rock climbing groups. The Association has undertaken 
a full assessment of the existing rock anchors and has a plan in place to replace those that 
are deemed unsafe. We have approved this work which will be carried out by experienced 
climbers, consistent with New Zealand and international standards. Tararua Tramping Club 
has supported this with a $1,000 grant to purchase the materials required for the initial 
maintenance. We are working with the Association to have an Memorandum of 
Understanding in place by March 2018.

Weather permitting, the hay will be cut and baled at Whitireia before Christmas.  

6. Park assets 
The toilet cleaning contractor continues to provide a high quality service and any issues are 
reported promptly. 

The new main park entrance sign replacement has been installed. 

The maintenance team have been focussing on tracks around the park, paying particular 
attention to the areas where slips had occurred. Drains have been cleared and surface 
material added around Te Onepoto Bay, slips cleared in many other places, and resurfacing 
and drainage work has been completed on the inland section of the track between 
Onehunga and Te Onepoto Bays. 
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7. Recommendations 
That the Board: 

1. Receives the report. 

2. Notes the contents. 

Report prepared by: Report prepared by: Report prepared by: 

Wayne Boness Fiona Colquhoun Richard Romijn 
Principal Ranger Western 
Environment Management, 
GWRC

Parks Planner, GWRC Team Leader, Biodiversity 
Management, GWRC 

Report approved by: Report prepared by: Report prepared by: 

Nigel Corry Amanda Cox Tim Porteous 
General Manager, 
Environment Management 
GWRC

Manager, Parks, GWRC Manager, Biodiversity, GWRC 
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DRAFT ACCOUNTS           PAGE 1 OF 3

SUBJECT: Report for Whitireia Park Board meeting  

AUTHOR: Mukesh Alipuria 

DATE OF MEETING 24 November 2017 

SUBJECT: Draft Accounts

______________________________________________________________

1. Purpose 
To present to the Whitireia Park Board the management accounts for the period of July to 
October 2017 as attached.

2. Income 
Income has been received from Titahi Bay Golf Club for the lease of the land $2,750.00. 

3. Costs 
Total costs paid by Greater Wellington Regional Council (GWRC) are $46,238, of which 
55% of the total GWRC costs are GWRC staff time ($25,415) and 45% of the total GWRC 
costs are for project and materials supplies ($20,823). Depreciation for the period is 
$558.00.

4. Bank Account 
The bank account balance at end of October was $44,757.31 CR. 

5. Recommendation 
That the Board: 

1. Receives the report. 

2. Notes the contents. 

Report prepared by: Report approved by: Report approved by: 

Mukesh Alipuria
Contract Management 
Accountant, GWRC 

Amanda Cox 
Manager, Parks, GWRC 

Nigel Corry 
General Manager, Environment 
Management Group, GWRC 

Attachment : Accounts for the period of July to October 2017
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Whitireia Park Restoration Group – combination of June and 
November 2017  
  

T�n� t�tou katoa   
Because the last meeting was cancelled, I have added to the report which was written for that 
meeting.   

Executive summary (please see further details later in the report)  
We request;  

• The road from Onehunga Bay to Kaitawa Point is stopped just before the rocky point 230 
meters east of Kaitawa point.   

• Gorse over a wider area of the Park is controlled to reduce the fire risk  
• Fire risk signs are put at the entrance to the park and at Onehunga Bay  

  

Planting days: 4 June 2017  

The escarpment planting day was well attended again this year and luckily the weather was perfect 
until we were sitting down have a cup of tea once all plants were in the ground.   

Two areas were planted. An area near the edge of the top of the escarpment was extended. We 
planted coastal flax, coastal shrub daisy, Carex raotest, porcupine bush and the coastal kowhai. 
These provide habitat and food sources for lizards and invertebrates.   

The lower site was difficult this year as the site preparation spraying did not kill off the kikuyu 
despite if being sprayed twice. We had to abandon that site as the plants would be smothered by 
the kikuyu within 6 months. To provide spots to plant we had to line trim the grass down to the soil 
which is not an easy task when standing on a slope (not as steep as the photo indicates). Trees 
planted in these spots included ngaio, coastal tree daisy, native broom, the Cook Strait melicytus 
and Griselinea littoralis.  

  

Escarpment planting areas  
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Onehunga Bay plantings – 18 May 2017  
We continued to expand the wetland planting with mainly flax to the west of the established area.  
The kikuyu spraying worked partially, and we had to line trim spots to plant.  
An additional 150 p�ngao were added to the fore dunes at Onehunga Bay. The marram spraying has 
not killed off all the marram and this will have to be repeated yet again with a grass-selective spray 
which will not kill p�ngao. Euphorbia glauca (shore spurge) was added to the back dune area by the 
ephemeral stream outlet.  

  

• This year’s escarpment planting is looking really good with a high strike rate (so far) however 
we have had no significant rain for over 5 weeks and the park is drying out.  

   
Little Blue Penguins  
Postings from the Whitireia Restoration Group Facebook page by Robyn Smith  

25 June 2017  

Around 5 years ago we put some penguin nesting boxes in the first bay past Te Kawakawa point at 
the very northern end of Whitireia Park. This bay has the lowest part of the escarpment and faces 
out to Mana Island. We had given up ever seeing any penguins in the boxes but tonight as I was 
walking the dog in the bay out of the southerly she was showing interest in one box that we walked 
past. I tied her up and had a peek and to my great joy there is a little penguin in it. Of course, my 
phone's battery was too low for a shot but will check all the boxes out next weekend.  
2 July 2017  
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Male and female penguins in nesting box. Note the plastic they are using for nesting material  
   
9 July 2017 (seen by 2,512 people, 110 shares)  
Sad, sad news. Dogs have killed our nesting penguins at Whitireia. The nesting box lid was off when 
one of our coordinators Chris, went to check on them today. One penguin was dead near the box, 
the other tried to get away but was killed on the beach. Will publicise this to try to get the message 
out to dog owners that penguins are nesting around our coast. They didn't stand a chance. We are 
gutted.  

  
Top: Empty nesting box; Bottom left: female Little Blue dead beside nesting box; Bottom right: dead male on beach  
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Site map showing position of nesting boxes  

  
Undoubtedly the publicity from this sad event has increased awareness of the penguins. We are 
pleased of the offer of signage in the park to further increase the public’s awareness. There are three 
requests that the group makes as a result of this.   
  

1. We request that the coast to the east of Kaitawa Point is a ‘dogs on lead only’ area all year. 
They nest between May and February and moult between November and March.  

Update: GWRC Parks said this would involve a change to the management plan 
approved by the Minister of Conservation. We acknowledge and accept this and request 
the suggested signage is erected at Kaitawa Point prior to next breeding season.  

2. We also request that the road from Onehunga Bay to Kaitawa Point is stopped just before 
the rocky point 230 meters east of Kaitawa point. This was agreed to in the park 
management plan. Dog walkers may be less inclined to access the bay to the west of 
Kaitawa Point.  
 
Update: Feedback from GWRC Parks was that the Parks Board raised concern about this 
although it is an identified action in the plan. Our group is keen for this road stopping to 
be implemented for a number of reasons.  
 

3. That the council contribute towards the Department of Conservation’s intern programme. 
Interns will spend time in the park over summer increasing the awareness of the public 
and in particular dog owners about the coastal birds which live on the edge of the park.  

Update: We understand GWRC Parks are supportive of this programme and we are also 
fully supportive of this.  

We are keen to know if Ng�ti Toa knows of an historic name for that bay and if not, could they 
provide us with a suitable name?  
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Te Onepoto Estuary  
We are pleased to see that the track is being repaired following the slip on 15 November 2016. We 
strongly request that the workers who are repairing this, remove the mud that they dig out and 
either place it uphill of the track or take it away. Currently they are placing it on the estuary side of 
the track in positions where it is likely to cause further siltation of the estuary.  
Feedback: This request has been forwarded to our Assets & Maintenance team for 
implementation through their work programming  
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Volunteer hours:  

Month  
Trapping  

Lizard 
project 

Seed 
collection 

Meetings Planting Maintenance  Promotion 
Admin 

May/June/July  18 30 3 6 97 10 13 18 

August/Sept/Oct  42 130  8   6 12 

  60  160  12  14  97  10  19  20  
  
Trap catch  
DOC 200 network:  
Stoat  –  1 
Weasel –  1 
Rat  –  9 
Hedgehog   – 1  
  
Lizard work  
The baiting and reluring of traps has continued monthly. Pest monitoring was stopped over June and 
July and re-started in August. We have enlisted a couple of new people to help with the traps and 
the maintenance which is great.   

Lizard monitoring will be completed over the last two weekends in November. This will be our 3rd 
since the mice control program started 2 years ago.   

We were excited to see the launch of Pest Free Titahi Bay. This will support pest control efforts in 
the park.  

P�ngao   

In our last report in May, we requested a concerted effort be made to eradicate rabbits in Kaiaua 
Bay as they are impacting on p�ngao. Browsing damage prevents these plants from being useful for 
weaving and can lead to eventual death of the plants.  

Feedback from GWRC biosecurity on this is that it is difficult to catch the last rabbits. We will 
ensure that added focus is put on Kaiaua Bay Area during the searches. Neither poisoning nor 
burrow fumigation are possible due to the presence of dogs and the tight gorsy vegetation cover 
making burrows hard to find.  Eradication would be very expensive and re-invasion likely.  

Perhaps if the new rabbit calicivirus is approved, it could be considered to eliminate the last rabbits 
from the park.  
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2017-18 Financial year planning.  

The group met with GWRC Parks and Biodiversity staff to discuss work program, funding and a 
general catch up.  
Chris met on-site with GWRC biodiversity staff to discuss planting sites and organise site preparation 
prescriptions.  
Planting sites are confirmed for the winter of 2018.  

1. Spot planting hardy species on escarpment, no preparation required  
2. Onepoto estuary site, enrichment of existing plantings and extension along estuary bank  
3. Onehunga Gully, extension of 2015 and 2016 plantings toward saddle between 

Onehunga Bay and Te Onepoto stream.  
  
Funding  
We are very pleased to have secured further funding from Te Awarua-o-Porirua community 
restoration fund was. We applied for $12,000 to control weeds, and to plant and maintain around Te 
Onepoto estuary over a period of two years.   
  
This project will benefit the coastal birds that use the estuary (royal spoonbill, white-faced heron, 
red-billed gull, pied stilt, variable and South Island pied oystercatcher) for feeding and roosting by 
providing a better barrier between park users such as walkers and dog walkers and the estuary. It 
will also help native freshwater fish by reducing sediments entering the lagoon. It will help park 
users be more aware of the wildlife that uses the estuary.   
  
We hope to reduce edge erosion by planting appropriate species such a sea rush (Juncus kraussii 
subsp. Australiensis) and oioi (Apodasmia similis) along the edge. These species have rhizotamous 
root systems which help to bind soil particles and buffer the land from wave action. Behind these 
species we will plant harakeke, saltmarsh ribbonwood, toetoe and Olearia solandri. Plants will need 
to be released twice annually for one year then once a year for 2 more years.  
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Te Onepoto headwater spring-seep  
The area where the aerial damaged the wetland is yet to be planted. Because water flows all year 
around, it will be planted over the Christmas break. It is important for the placement of plants to 
know where the high and low flow levels are.  
  
We are in a holding pattern with this area in general and have been so for several years.  We would 
like to start restoration planting here in 2019!  Would be a great site.  Good growth, easy access, 
prime site for monitoring development of the plantings over time.    
  
Fire risk sign  

  
  
Robyn Smith, Angus Hulme-Moir, Chris Gibbons, Edmund Stephen-
Smith WPRG Coordinators robsmithii@xtra.co.nz Robyn’s mob. 027 437 
2497 
 9  

23



  

8 



MEETING DATES FOR WPB 2018           PAGE 1 OF 1

SUBJECT: Report for Whitireia Park Board meeting  

AUTHOR: Amanda Cox, Board Office Manager 

DATE OF MEETING 24 November 2017 

SUBJECT: Meeting dates 2018

______________________________________________________________

1. Purpose 
The propose meeting dates for the Whitireia Park Board for 2018. 

2. Background 
The following dates for 2018 are based on the frequency and timing of Board meetings held 
in 2017: 

• Friday, 9 February

• Friday, 11 May 

• Friday, 10 August 

• Friday, 7 December. 

Board meetings will be held at Te Puna Ora meeting room, 26 Ngatitoa Street, 
Takapuwahia, Porirua, at 9.15am, unless determined otherwise. 

3. Recommendation 
That the Board: 

1. Receives the report. 

2. Resolves its meeting schedule for 2018 as outlined in section 2 of this report. 

Report prepared by: 

Amanda Cox 
Board Office Manager 
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