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SUBJECT Whitireia Park Board minutes 

WHEN Friday, 7 December 09:15am 

WHERE Te Puna Ora meeting room, Takapuwahia Marae, 23 Ngatitoa Street, Porirua. 

Present 

 

Jenny Brash  Barbara Donaldson (Chair)              Sharli-Jo Solomon  

             

This meeting lapsed 30 minutes after its scheduled commencement due to the fact that a 

quorum was unable to be achieved within 30 minutes of the scheduled commencement time. 

The members present at the time of the meeting’s lapse were: 

Jenny Brash, Barbara Donaldson (Chair) and Sharli-Jo Solomon. 

An apology for absence had been tendered by Prue Lamason. 

 

 

Barbara Donaldson 

Chair, Whitireia Park Board 

 

Date:  
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SUBJECT Whitireia Park Board minutes 

WHEN Friday, 10 August 2018 at 09:21am 

WHERE Te Puna Ora meeting room, Takapuwahia Marae, 23 Ngatitoa Street, Porirua. 

 

Present 
 
Jenny Brash    Barbara Donaldson (Chair)  Sharli-Jo Solomon 

Taku Parai (from 09:26am)  Jenny Ngarimu    

 
 

Sharli-Jo Solomon opened proceedings with a karakia timatanga. 
 
1 Apologies 

Moved (Brash/Ngarimu) 

That the Board accepts the apology for absence from Prue Lamason and lateness from Taku 
Parai. 

The motion was CARRIED. 

2 Public participation  

Mike Rachlin, Principle Policy Planner for Porirua City Council (PCC) spoke about their 
development of a DRAFT Growth Strategy for the next twenty to thirty years. This piece of 
work is intended to start next month and PCC will be seeking feedback from the community 
from October 2018. 

Gary Fowles, Transmission Manager, Radio New Zealand, spoke about their land and that it 
is likely they will sell it at some point in the future possibly in 2027 when the lease with the 
Department of Conservation (DOC) expires. The land being divested includes all of that 
which is currently occupied by the golf course. Because it is a Crown Entity there is a 
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specific process Radio NZ Ltd must follow when selling the land it currently holds in the 
park. 

Robert Hughes, Mana Cycle Group spoke to the meeting about the possibility of having 
more cycle ways or upgrading existing trails in Whitireia Park and that it is a good lower cost 
option for mountain bike trails and for families. He advised his group could bring volunteer 
labour and working parties to assist. Mana Cycle Group is looking for opportunities to 
develop further trails. Fiona Colquhoun, Parks Planner, Greater Wellington Regional Council 
confirmed that in page 49 of the Parks Management Plan additional trails are currently 
proposed. Wayne Boness, Principal Ranger Western, Greater Wellington Regional Council 
will work with the group to develop a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) but this will 
come back to a Board Meeting before it is finalised.  

3 Declarations of conflict of interest 

There were no declarations of conflict of interest. 

4 Confirmation of minutes of 11 May 2018 

Moved (Solomon/Brash) 

That the Board confirms the minutes of the meeting of 11 May 2018. 

The motion was CARRIED. 

5 Restoration Group update  

Robert Stratford, one of the WPRG Coordinators spoke to the update; he advised that due to 
promotion on Social Media there has been a large increase in the number of people who 
came to help with the recent planting.  

6 Proposed Lizard Translocation  

 Jamie Steer, Senior Biodiversity Advisor, Biodiversity spoke to the report 

Moved (Donaldson/Solomon) 

That the Board:  

1. Receives the report.  

2. Notes the contents.  

3. Accepts the Adventure Drive translocation proposal with associated conditions.  

Moved as an amendment 
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3. Accepts the Adventure Drive translocation proposal with the following associated 
conditions: 

a) Grass skinks be translocated by the applicant to a new area of the park that has 
suitable habitat and does not currently receive pest control  

b) The applicant fund the Whitireia Park Board a financial contribution suitable to 
ensure that pest control (including mouse control) is undertaken at the spring release 
site for a 5 year period. This contribution would be such that the pest control work 
could be simply added as an extension to existing, ongoing work (thus avoiding the 
use of new contractors and different methods.) 

c) Habitat enhancement is undertaken by the applicant to increase the provision of 
refuge sites for lizards at both release sites (for example through the placement of 
rock or wood habitat features, planting of ‘lizard-friendly’ plants. 

d) Salvaged lizards are released no earlier than two months after the commencement of 
predator control at the spring release site (to suppress existing predator population 

The amendments were put to the vote and were CARRIED, and became part of the 
substantive motion 

 The motion was CARRIED. 

 Note: Taku Parai will bring a name to the next meeting for the area above Onehunga Bay 
where the first group of lizards will been released. 

7 Work Programme update  

Wayne Boness, Principal Ranger, Greater Wellington Regional Council (GWRC) and Fiona 
Colquhoun, Parks Planner, GWRC, spoke to this item. 
They advised that the signs to do with the penguins are currently being worked on by the 
design team who need to ensure there is consistency along the coast. The consent application 
for the carpark has been submitted to PCC. 
 
Dennis Tuffery spoke on behalf of the Titahi Bay Golf Club. They are having on-going 
discussions with DOC about whether they will have to go through the full lease application 
or not. They are waiting to hear back from DOC.  He also confirmed that the golf club don’t 
shut the gate so the land their course is on is accessible to the public. The lease for part of the 
golf course that is on RNZ land is until 2027.  

 
 Moved (Donaldson/Brash) 

 
That the Board:  

1. Receives the report.  

2. Notes the contents.  
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3. Approves the operational budget for 2018/19 financial year.  

The motion was CARRIED. 

8 Draft accounts 

Moved (Ngarimu/Parai) 

That the Board:  

1. Receives the report.  

2. Notes the contents of the report.  

The motion was CARRIED. 

Note: Amanda Cox, Manager, Parks, GWRC, requested a copy of the legal advice the Titahi Bay 
Golf Club has received that they still have a lease because they have continued to make the annual 
payment.. Dennis Tuffery of the Titahi Bay Golf Club will confer with the other members of the 
golf club board to see if they agree to release the legal opinion received to provide to the auditors of 
the Whitireia Park Board. 

9 Richards Street Land owned by PCC 

Amanda Cox, Manager, Parks, GWRC, advised that MP Kris Faafoi’s office had asked if the Board 
could take over the Richards Street entrance to the Park because it has not been maintained and is 
dangerous. If an alternative entrance was needed, it would be better off Whanake Street. Mike 
Racklin (PCC) advised that the Park entrance over a stile had been closed, but photos showed the 
track had been remade to avoid the stile.  Wayne Boness, Principal Ranger, GWRC, and Amanda 
Cox, Manager, Parks, GWRC, explained the fence, which has been removed, was also in the wrong 
place and should have been closer to the houses, leaving more room for a track.  The Board agreed it 
did not want to take over the track or old entrance, but requested staff to meet with PCC staff to 
discuss how safety could be improved and asked Amanda Cox to prepare a response for the MP’s 
office. 

 

Taku Parai closed the meeting with a karakia 

The meeting closed at 11:40am. 

 

 

Barbara Donaldson 
Chair, Whitireia Park Board 

Date:  
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Whitireia Park Restoration Group report – February 2019 
 

Tēnā tātou katoa  

 

This report covers the time period of August to November 2018 and additional to February 2019 

Submission on draft Porirua City Council’s District Plan 

The group has written a detailed submission to Porirua City Council. We are extremely concerned 

that Radio New Zealand (RNZ) wants to rezone their land in the Park as residential.  

 

The group has submitted that the land should remain zoned as ‘Open Space’ and that the RNZ land 

should also be included in the ‘Outstanding Natural Feature’ policy overlay and that the “Significant 

Natural Features’ policy overlay should also include an expanded area of springs, seeps, headwater 

streams and wetlands in the RNZ land as well as the wetland gully and the wetland at Onehunga Bay. 

 

 

Areas additional to identified Outstanding Natural Areas  
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Additional areas to be included in Whitireia SNA 

 

Planting: 

A last planting day in the valley behind Onehunga Bay was held on 19 August to plant the 

remainder of the plants.  We added a range of tried and true colonising species plus some 

Northern rata to the existing plantings. 

 

Gate on Whitireia Coast Road 

In November 2017, we followed up our submission to the Park’s Management Plan for Whitireia 

with a request to block the road just before the rocky point 230 metres east of Onehunga Bay. 

The group is very pleased that the road has been stopped but because the gate is positioned at the 

Rocky Point, it will still allow cars to access the rock platform which is an important roosting area for 

coastal birds. It may also cause motorbikes and push bikes to try to get around the point where 

there are sensitive coastal plants such as Raoulia aff. hookeri and Pimelea prostrata. 
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We request; 

• A barrier such as large rocks or concrete blocks is placed to prevent vehicle access  to 

only the first 15 metres of the point. 

 

 

Volunteer hours: 

Month 
Trapping 

Lizard 

project 

Seed 

collection 
Meetings Planting Weed army Promotion 

Admin 

August 
26 14 

  
15  

 
4 

8 

September 
30 12 

  

 16 
 3 

7 

October 
23 12 

 16  12 
6 

8 

November 34 400 6   0 6 12 

December 26  3   0 2 6 

January 33  9   0 2  

 

 

Lizard work 

Monitoring lizard was carried out during the week of 12 November.  
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                            John, Camille and Lily monitoring lizards 

 

                 

Copper skink                                                                   Copper skink 
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Whitireia Weed army: 

The group is holding monthly weeding bees. For the past two of these we have targeted boneseed, 

karo and liquorice plant. The boneseed is very large with up to 20 growth rings. 
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2019-20 Financial year planning. 

All planting sites have been defined for next winter and plants have been ordered.  Conservation 

Volunteer NZ have committed to helping us next winter for 2 planting days as well as on-going 

weeding days.  We are very grateful to the volunteers who help us out.  

 

We shall be utilising the 2nd year of funding to plant Te Onepoto estuary edges and we also received 

a $1,500 grant from Hutt Mana Charitable Trust to purchase 2,300 plants for next year. 

 

Given the time and difficulty obtaining external funding, we request an extra $1,500 for the 2019-20 

financial year. 

 

 

 

Lisa Casasanto, Robyn Smith, Angus Hulme-Moir, Rob Stratford, Chris Gibbons, Edmund Stephen-

Smith 

WPRG Coordinators 
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  WWUP-8-62      PAGE 1 OF 8 

SUBJECT: Report for Whitireia Park Board meeting 

AUTHOR: Wayne Boness, Principal Ranger, Richard Romijn, Team Leader, Biodiversity 
department, Fiona Colquhoun, Parks Planner 

DATE OF MEETING: 22 February 2019 

SUBJECT:  Work programme update 

______________________________________________________________ 

1. Purpose 

To provide the Whitireia Park Board (the Board) with an update on the implementation of 

the annual work programme at Whitireia Park and progress action points from the last 

meeting. 

2. Biodiversity management 

2.1 Updating the Key Native Ecosystem operational plan 

We are in the process of updating the Whitireia Coast KNE operational plan to cover the 

next five years. We plan to have a final draft ready to circulate to the Park Board for 

consideration ahead of the next Park Board meeting in May. The new plan will combine the 

current Whitireia Coast KNE site and the adjacent Rocky Bay KNE site into one single 

KNE site.  

Lisa Casasanto, a member of the Whitireia Park Restoration Group (the Restoration Group) 

and a Masters student at Waikato University, is developing a restoration plan for a section 

of the Park and KNE site. The Restoration Group intend that this plan will guide part of 

their planting effort over the next several years. The restoration plan will be referenced in 

and appended to the updated KNE operational plan. 

2.2 Pest animal control 

A night-time search for possums and rabbits was undertaken in late November – no animals 

of either species were found. Night-time searches are undertaken every three months as a 

means of keeping the Park free of possums and keeping rabbit numbers low. 

A nearby resident has reported that she has observed possums on her property recently. We 

hope to cull these possums to prevent them moving into the Park. 

2.3 Ecological weed control 

Various pieces of ecological weed control have been completed recently including the 

control of Spanish heath on coastal cliffs undertaken by abseilers.  Aerial control in other 
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areas of the coastal escarpment and the Onepoto valley is ready to go and grass spraying in 

planting sites will be undertaken in March. 

3. Park Management 

The park has been extremely busy; windless hot days have seen people flocking to the 

beach areas for picnics and swimming. Overall behaviour has been good, although we have 

had a couple of beach fire discoveries. 

Some of the dog walkers tend to have little respect for the dog on lead areas.  When they 

spot a park ranger vehicle they are quick to comply, while pressure from other dog walkers 

has had some impact and slowly habits are changing.  

On Boxing Day night/early hours of 27 December a vehicle hit the Thornley Street entrance 

gate causing significant damage, though no neighbours heard or saw anything. Luckily no 

damage was caused to the motor and other mechanisms that are required to work the gate. 

The new gate structure has been replaced and is operational again. The old manual gate was 

still in place and we reverted to getting the security company to undertake park opening and 

closing duties while repairs were carried out. 

 

 Thornley street gate showing impact to the structure 

After 6 years of planning, including the management plan, archaeological and consenting 

processes, the Pou carpark and viewing area was completed prior to Xmas. A blessing was 

held under calm and sunny conditions, prior to it being open to use on 22 December.  
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The final line markings are due to be completed along with traffic calming measures. Many 

people have begun to use the area and take in the views from the carpark or seats along the 

path to the Pou. This has been a major transformation of the site which was previously 

popular with boy racers. A dog poo bin has been installed to allow users of the carpark area 

and those walking on the road to access the bin. 

 

Work almost complete, with line markings and traffic calming to be installed 
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Ngati Toa members and Councillor Brash enjoying a calm sunny day following the blessing 

Kaitawa Point Gate – This was closed and locked pre-Christmas with access arrangements 

put in place for Ngati Toa members and dive organisations that use the site for training and 

educational purposes.  

Concession agreements are now in place for these groups who until this point had been 

very difficult to track down. Through this process we have established positive dialogue 

and these groups now wish to become involved in beach clean-up events. 

17



  PAGE 5 OF 8 
 

 

The newly locked Kaitawa Point gate with pedestrian and cycle access at the right 

Discussions are to continue with the Mana Cycle Group around the development of tracks, 

and a more detailed map will be forthcoming. The Xmas/New Year period has slowed 

progress. We expect to provide an update to the next board meeting. 

Porirua City is continuing the process of closing off the Richards Street track and draft 

signs are being prepared ahead of the barrier installation works. The signs will indicate that 

the alternative access is via Whanake Street. 

The hay making is complete, occurring later than planned due to the summer winds being 

too strong to prevent the grass blowing away. Cutting began at 5am on a cool overcast 

morning to reduce the risk of sparks from the mower in the dry grass.  Operations were 

completed by late morning when high temperatures and lower humidity create more risk. 
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Mowing underway as daylight breaks. 

The tables below summarise park visitation for the last 12 months by month, entrance, day 

of week and time of day. With just over 200,000 in annual visitation, Whitireia usage is on 

a par with Belmont Regional Park. 
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4. Park planning  

At a previous Park Board meeting a question was raised as to possible delegation of Park 

Board powers for approval of restricted activities such as aircraft landings or take off. 

There appears to be no power of delegation identified for the Park Board in either the Ngati 

Toa Settlement Claims Act or Reserves Act. However legal advice is being sought to 

confirm this.  

5. Recommendation 

That the Board: 

1. Receives the report. 

2. Notes the contents. 

Report prepared by: Report prepared by: Report prepared by: 

Wayne Boness Fiona Colquhoun Richard Romijn 
Principal Ranger Western 
Environment Management, 
GWRC 

Parks Planner, GWRC Team Leader, Biodiversity 
Management, GWRC 

Report approved by: Report approved by:  

Amanda Cox Tim Porteous  
Manager, Parks, GWRC Manager, Biodiversity, GWRC  
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BOARD ACCOUNTS   WWUP‐8‐62            PAGE 1 OF 4 

SUBJECT: Report for Whitireia Park Board meeting 22 February 2019 

AUTHOR: Maggie Lau 

DATE OF MEETING:  22 February 2019 

SUBJECT: Board Accounts 

______________________________________________________________ 

1. Purpose 
To present to the Whitireia Park Board (the Board) with the management accounts for the 
period ended 31 January 2019, as attached.  

2. Income 

Income has been received from Titahi Bay Golf Club for lease of the land $2,750. 

3. Costs 

Total costs paid by Greater Wellington Regional Council (GWRC) are $56,724 of which 
64% of the total GWRC costs are GWRC staff time ($36,181) and 36% of the total GWRC 
costs are for project and materials supplies ($20,543). 

4. Bank Account 

The bank account balance at 31 January 2019 was $48,230.24 CR. 

5. Titahi Bay Golf Club Water Rates 

Two water rates invoices totalled $744.96 have been raised for the period 20 March 2018 to 
9 December 2018. 

6. Recommendation 

That the Board: 

1. Receives the report. 

2. Notes the contents. 
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Report prepared by: Report approved by:  

Maggie Lau 
Management Accountant, 
GWRC  

Amanda Cox 
Manager, Parks, GWRC 

 

 

23
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2017/18    

Full Year

2018/19    

Full Year

GW Entries 

2017/18 

Full Year

GW Entries 

2018/19 

Full Year

Income $ $ $ $

Water Rates  ‐                  ‐                  11,043       745            

Park Concessions ‐                  ‐                  3,071          217            

Lease 5,500          2,750          ‐                  ‐                 

Interest 89               ‐                  ‐                  ‐                 

GWRC ‐                  ‐                  92,554       55,762      

Total Income 5,589          2,750          106,668     56,724      

Expenditure $ $ $ $

Sundry 40               40               ‐                  ‐                 

Depreciation 1,676          977             ‐                  ‐                 

Project Materials ‐                  ‐                  24,026       5,581         

Freight  ‐                  ‐                  ‐                  18              

Printing ‐                  ‐                  1,438          794            

Stationery ‐                  ‐                  ‐                  37              

Rates  ‐                  ‐                  4,648          2,447         

Security ‐                  ‐                  ‐                  200            

Repairs & Maintenance 1,620          ‐                  1,378          761            

Loose Tools & Minor Equipment ‐                  ‐                  131             ‐                 

Advertising ‐                  ‐                  429             1,652         

Contract Labour  ‐                  ‐                  19,828       9,053         

GWRC Staff Time ‐                  ‐                  54,793       36,181      

Total Expenditure 3,336          1,017          106,668     56,724      

Net Surplus / (Deficit) 2,253          1,733          ‐                  ‐                 

Statement Comprehensive Revenue and Expense

for the period of 01 July 2018 ‐ 31 January 2019
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30 Jun 2018 31 Jan 2019

FUNDS AND RESERVES

Accumulated Funds 57,996           60,249          

Net Surplus (Deficit) 2,253             1,733            

TOTAL FUNDS AND RESERVES 60,249           61,981          

Represented By:

CURRENT ASSETS

Current Account 45,704           48,230          

Sundry Debtors 59                   36                  

GST Receivable 198                404               

Total Current Assets 45,960           48,670          

Fixed Assets 285,806         285,806        

Accumulated Depreciation (271,477) (272,455)

Total Fixed Assets 14,328           13,351          

Total Assets 60,289           62,021          

CURRENT LIABILITES

GST Payable ‐                      ‐                     

Sundry Creditors 40                   40                  

Total Current Liabilites 40                   40                  

Total Liabilites 40                   40                  

NET ASSETS 60,249           61,981          

Whitireia Park Board

Balance Sheet as at 31 January 2019
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PROPOSED 2019 BOARD MEETING DATES   WWUP-8-62      PAGE 1 OF 1 

SUBJECT: Report for Whitireia Park Board meeting  

AUTHOR: Amanda Cox, Board Office Manager 

DATE OF MEETING: 7 December 2018 

SUBJECT: Meeting dates 2019 

______________________________________________________________ 

1. Purpose 

To propose meeting dates for the Whitireia Park Board for 2019. 

2. Background 

The following dates for 2019 are based on the frequency and timing of the Board meetings 

held in 2018: 

• Friday, 22 February  

• Friday, 10 May 

• Friday, 9 August 

• Friday, 13 December 

Board meetings will be held at Te Puna Ora meeting room, 26 Ngatitoa Street, 

Takapuwahia, Porirua, at 9.15am, unless determined otherwise. 

3. Recommendation 

That the Board: 

1. Receives the report. 

2. Resolves its meeting schedule for 2019 as outlined in section 2 of this report. 

Report prepared by: 

Amanda Cox 
Board Office Manager 
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