
Could it be a natural wetland?  
Together, we need to work hard to protect our rare wetlands
Wetlands work hard to support our region’s health and 
resilience. They can help to prevent flooding, reduce 
the effects of drought and enhance water quality and 
indigenous biodiversity.  

This process sets out how to identify a natural wetland that is managed 
by rules in the Proposed Natural Resources Plan (PNRP). Schedule F3 of 
the PNRP lists some wetlands, however some are not listed and are clearly 
wetlands. This process will help you or a specialist to identify a natural 
wetland, which will mean you need to follow certain rules to protect it.  

Is the site larger than 3 metres in diameter or a 
cluster of wetland patches? 

You need more information or resource consent
To receive help, contact a specialist or GW science expert who 
will complete a Clarkson Method or Pasture Assessment. This 
will confirm if it is a natural wetland under the PNRP and, if so, 
will delineate the wetland boundaries.

This is not a natural wetland
The PNRP rules do not apply to this site.

Need help?
To get in touch with 
a Greater Wellington 
science expert, trained 
employee or for general 
enquiries contact us: 
wetlands@gw.govt.nz 

Key
Please refer to 
next page

You have a natural wetland and the PNRP* rules apply. 
To receive help, contact a specialist or GW science expert who will 
complete the Clarkson Method Assessment. This will confirm if 
it is a natural wetland under the PNRP and, if so, will delineate the 
wetland boundaries. 

Does the site have less than or equal to 50% pasture species cover?
You may have a wetland, but it may meet a PNRP* pasture exception

To receive help, contact a specialist or GW trained employee who will complete a 
Pasture Assessment to determine if the site meets one of the exceptions by assessing 
the percentage cover of pasture species.

It has less than or equal to 
50% pasture species cover

It has more than 50 % 
pasture species cover
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Key
Clarkson et al. Method Assessment: Is a plot-based method to measure the dominance of plants adapted to wet conditions.**

Pasture Exception: The pasture exception is an area dominated by (>50%) exotic pasture species. This needs to be determined by an expert through a Pasture Assessment. 

Pasture Assessment: A survey using 2m x 2m plots, used to measure of the dominance of ‘pasture species’ in an area.

Pasture species: Are commercially available forage crops grown in New Zealand for livestock production.***

Pasture: Vegetation used for livestock production whose aerial cover is dominated (ie. more than 50 %) by pasture species.

PNRP – Proposed Natural Resources Plan: Is a plan that guides how we manage the coast, soil, discharges to land, fresh water and air in the Wellington Region.* 

Natural Wetland:The RMA defines a natural wetland as a permanently or intermittently wet area, shallow water and land water margins that supports a natural ecosystem of plants and 
animals that are adapted to wet conditions. A natural wetland means a wetland (as defined in the Act) that is not: 

• A wetland constructed by artificial means (unless it was constructed to offset impacts on, or restore, an existing or former natural wetland) 

• A geothermal wetland 

• Any area of improved pasture that, at the commencement date, is dominated by (that is more than 50% of) exotic pasture species and is subject to temporary rain-derived water pooling. 

RMA –Resource Management Act: Is national legislation that promotes the sustainable management of natural and physical resources such as land, air and water.

Specialist: A person suitably experienced in identifying wetland plants.**** Specialist details can be found at environmental resource consultancies.

Schedule F3: A schedule in the PNRP that lists identified significant natural wetlands for the purpose of managing livestock exclusion under PNRP Rule R97. 

For more information please get in touch via wetlands@gw.govt.nz.

Spotting a natural wetland - together, we need to work hard to protect our rare wetlands.
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